
Why Apply to the Zuheir Sofia Endowed International Faculty Seminar (ZSEIFS)?  

TIMOTHY RICH, Ph.D., Political Science, 2016 ZSEIFS South Korea Faculty Leader: “One it gets you to that 

country. So one thing that tends to be overlooked, you may be interested in a country but I’m not sure 

how much one really knows until they actually go to said country, even if they don’t know the language. 

You’ll pick up a little bit [of the language], you’ll get a better feel for things. You can make connections in 

that country for collaborative research. There’s a couple clear benefits: one you see opportunities for 

external funding that may not have been on the radar. So if you’re thinking purely in economic terms 

doing ZSEIFS you’re more likely to be able to be competitive for external funding, find new sources of 

external funding, there’s a lot of Korea-based external funding that would be available for faculty here, 

expansion of courses, perhaps even being able to recruit students from that country to come to WKU.” 

HELEN STERK, Ph.D., Communication: “I would strongly recommend this if they already have some kind 

of yearning for passion for or interest in the particular country. I think just saying ‘let me go because it 

would be fun’ I you know this is, we’re not tourists we are academics. Then the intention is to bring it to 

life in a classroom so you need a prior connection before you go.” 

JEFFREY SAMUELS, Ph.D. Philosophy and Religion: “When I met with Addie she had mentioned that 

there were multiple ways, multiple goals you can have with the ZSEIFS program and for me being the 

coordinator of Asian Studies and the advisors of Asian students that purse Asian studies in Asian 

Religions and Cultures I realized it would be a great way to learn about the exchange programs in South 

Korea and learn about the ties there and be able to get students to study in South Korea.” 

HELEN STERK: “I had started a research project that had not been completed, you know, it was one of 

those that was still hanging out there and I thought that the ZSEIFS would help me get a broader sense 

of Korea and also would help me make some progress on my research. And so ZSEIFS did a very nice job 

of giving us access to universities and giving us access to speakers who told us about the culture and 

history of not only the universities but also the country. So in terms of contextual information I could 

finally feel like I have a leg to stand on with my writing you know because who am I to say what Korean 

woman’s experience of life is? ZSEIFS has given me the confidence to say I know something. I know 

enough.” 

ADDIE CHENEY, Assistant Director of International Programs: “We want them to think about this as an 

opportunity for opening up new professional avenues, both abroad but also here at home because of 

that interdisciplinary piece. They have a chance to familiarize themselves with resources and 

opportunities available here on campus through the Office of International Programs, Study Abroad and 

Global Learning Office, they’ve ever wanted to do something international this is a really good chance to 

learn about the various avenues for doing that. They have a chance to connect with their peers through 

a shared platform, through this shared investigation of a single country and discover maybe ways in 

which they could collaborate on research or their projects. And then they also have a chance to just 

open up new lines of research to refresh their teaching and they can do that through the individual 

reading but also by going abroad and seeing those things in person it really brings to life what they’ve 

been studying and they’re able to bring that back and share their new knowledge with their students 

and with their peers.” 

[Music plays] 


