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Downing Student Union
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Anchor Intro: After two years of massive renovations,
WKU’s Downing Student Union is almost ready to open
to the public.

Amy Bingham looks at the dramatic transformation in
this week’s View from the Hill.

Amy Intro: It has a new name, a new look and a new
feel....all with the interest of one group in mind...the
students. L

Supers:
:05 - :09 Charley Pride \Dir,, Student Activities

:19 - :23 Howard Bailey \V.P,, Student Affairs

PKG: 1:38

It’s not your parents DUC anymore.

15:40ish “Some say it’s still duc, but why we call it the
tudent union is this is the home for students, it's more

than the University Center.”

Administrators say transforming the outdated Downing

University Center to the new and improved Downing

Student Union has been a long time coming.

45:55 “Over the years we tried to compensate for the

change in student lifestyle but we could never catch up

until we stopped and started over.”
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The DSU do-over officially started in 2012 but prior to
that, Pride arranged a three day bus tour of seven other
campus facilities to get some concepts in mind.

“ten students, ten administrators and six architects and
engineers.”

38:24 “We all had cameras and phones and whatever,
what do you think about this and I like this idea.”

The biggest takeaways from the bus tour? The light airy
spaces, student connectivity and perhaps most
important--branding.

39:06 “When you're in a meeting room, when you're in
fresh food, when you’re in the rest room, you'll know
you're at WKU.”

With a cool venue like Niteclass, senate chambers to
accommodate the student government association and
more than 400 places for students to comfortably hang
out, Bailey says the facility will carry student success
and leadership to a whole new level.

57:21 “This building now clearly represents that we are
major institution able to produce world leaders.”

TAG-

I'll have more on the 50 million dollar renovation next

week.

The Downing Student Union grand opening and ribbon
cutting is scheduled for August 29t at 4:30 pm prior to
WKU's first home football game.

With this week’s View from the Hill, 'm Amy Bingham.
H###





