Proposal Date: 3/24/2011

Western Kentucky University

Proposal to Revise an Academic Policy

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Cathleen Webb, cathleen.webb@wku.edu, 745-3457

1.
Identification of proposed policy revision: Exception to upper division hour 
            requirement
2.
Catalog statement of existing policy: A minimum of 42 undergraduate semester hours must be completed in upper division courses (courses numbered 300 and above) by students earning a baccalaureate degree (except for majors in computer information technology, systems management, dental hygiene, and health sciences; refer to each specific major description for more details.)

3.
Catalog statement of proposed policy: A minimum of 42 undergraduate semester hours must be completed in upper division courses (courses numbered 300 and above) by students earning a baccalaureate degree.
4.
Rationale for proposed policy revision:  This is a proposal to eliminate exceptions to the policy.  While the variance of the number of required upper level courses among different programs around the university due to currently approved waivers of this requirement is recognized, this proposed policy revision proposes a uniform upper division semester hour policy for all WKU academic programs and will establish a minimum in upper level semester hours that is in keeping with other universities in the Commonwealth as well as our benchmark institutions.  

5.
Impact of proposed policy revision on existing academic or non-academic policies: This proposed policy revision will result in a gradual increase of required upper level courses for those programs with current exemptions from the standard 42 hour upper level semester hours, allowing sufficient time for the programs to modify curricula as necessary and to allow sufficient time for review of impacts on the students, departments, and colleges affected.   

6.
Proposed term for implementation:  Beginning Fall 2012, students who transfer to 

WKU with an associate degree in a discipline relating to their baccalaureate major in computer information technology, systems management, dental hygiene, and health sciences must earn a minimum of 30 upper level hours.    Beginning Fall 2014, students who transfer to WKU with an associate degree in a discipline relating to their baccalaureate major in computer information technology, systems management, dental hygiene, and health sciences must earn a minimum of 36 upper level hours.    Beginning Fall 2016, all baccalaureate degrees must include a minimum of 42 upper level hours.    
7.
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