Proposal Date:   January 14, 2011
Office of the Registrar
Proposal to Revise an Academic Policy

(Action Item)

Contact Person:  Freida Eggleton, freida.eggleton@wku.edu, 745-5432
1.
Identification of proposed policy revision:  
· Increase the number of residence hours from 54 to 60 to qualify for Scholar of the College

· Clarify that the Scholar of the College award is presented to recipients of first baccalaureate degrees only

· Delete reference to “one student”
2.
Catalog statement of existing policy:

Scholar of the College—At commencement, on the basis of the total cumulative overall grade point average and a minimum of 54 semester hours earned in residence at WKU, one student from each undergraduate college is designated “Scholar of the College.”
3.
Catalog statement of proposed policy: 
Scholar of the College – This award is presented at commencement to the baccalaureate degree recipient in each college with the highest overall cumulative grade point who has earned a minimum of 60 semester hours in residence.  The Scholar of the College award is presented to recipients of first baccalaureate degrees only.
4.
Rationale for proposed policy revision:  Increasing the number of hours from 54 to 60 places the requirement at half of the minimum number of hours required for a baccalaureate degree.   The reference to “one student from each undergraduate college” needs to be deleted since it is not uncommon to have multiple ties for the highest GPA. Clarification is needed that Scholar of the College is awarded to recipients of first baccalaureate degrees only, since second degrees can be earned with a minimum of only 30 hours.
5.
Impact of proposed policy revision on existing academic or non-academic policies:


College Scholars are eligible to apply for the Ogden Foundation Scholar Award.  Therefore, the number of residence hours referenced in the Ogden Award policy needs to be changed from 54 to 60.

6.
Proposed term for implementation:    2011 Fall Semester
7.
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