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Resolution 2-12-S
Resolution to Support an Uncensored and Economically Free Internet

PURPOSE:
For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to publicly support the Internet as an uncensored medium of information, communication, and economic growth.
WHEREAS:
Over several decades, the Internet has successfully connected over 2 billion persons to one another worldwide, creating a revolution in disseminating information by allowing users unfettered access to valuable uploaded content, and
WHEREAS:
This revolution extends to users’ ability to interact with one another and upload content freely and without censorship. This has made it possible for persons to access a wide range of information with speed and efficiency unimaginable in other forms of media, and
WHEREAS:
The Internet has created a communications breakthrough by allowing instantaneous, organized, and meaningful exchanges between people across the globe, contributing to increased cultural understanding and improved communication with persons around the world, and
WHEREAS:
The Internet has served as a tool to advance the cause of personal freedom for persons in repressive regimes around the world, and
WHEREAS:
The Internet has also created a new marketplace for consumers and firms to buy and sell products. The new marketplace has allowed consumers access to a wider range of products and businesses, improving commerce, and increasing quality of life for persons who make use of it, and
WHEREAS:
This increase in commerce has led to the creation of millions of jobs and the growth of countless businesses and firms in this nation and around the world, and

WHEREAS:
The Internet’s accomplishments as a tool for humanity are dependent on its existence as an uncensored, open source of information and idea exchange, and
WHEREAS:
There is a significant body of proposed policy changes being considered that threaten the Internet’s current configuration and would serve to undercut the countless benefits that the Internet has served to society, and

WHEREAS:
These policy changes, while well-intentioned, are incompatible with a free, just, and prosperous society, and endanger the well-being of economies, cultural exchanges, and personal liberties worldwide, and

WHEREAS:
SOPA, PIPA, and ACTA are proposing such changes, and pose a threat to the long-term educational, professional, and personal well-being of all people, including students at Western Kentucky University.

THEREFORE:
Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University supports the continuation of the Internet as an uncensored tool for information, communication, and economic growth worldwide. This body urges elected representatives at all levels of government to stand for the freedom and well-being of their constituents, and oppose any legislation, trade agreements, or any manner of policy change that endanger the free flow of commerce, ideas, and cultural exchanges via the Internet. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University recognizes the importance of intellectual property and copyright, and encourages their protection, but does not support doing so at the expense of legitimate use of the Internet as an effective tool for persons around the world.
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