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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Thirteenth Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, November 11th, 2025
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on November 11th, 2025, at 5:03 PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Adigoju
ii. Senator Derryberry
iii. Senator Lucas
iv. Senator Mitchell
v. Senator Ocampo
vi. Senator Carter Smith
c. [bookmark: _Int_HeWRA8Gg]Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved.
4. Guest and Student Speakers
a. Emmeline Essler- Student Success Coordinator, Student Ombuds Officer
i. Students who have concerns or complaints about professors or faculty members meet with Ms. Essler. A lot of times it has to do with grade concerns. The correct route of contact is the faculty member, the department head, the dean of the college, and then the provost. Time wise it will depend on case by case. Common complaints are where the weight of assignments on Blackboard is different from the final grade. 
ii. Senator Tucker asked what one thing Ms. Essler wants students to know about her position. Ms. Essler responded and said that they are here for students and that there are social media accounts and forms online to reach out. 
iii. [bookmark: _Int_FBIVrX9d]Chief Justice Graham asked what the statute of limitations is for complaints. Ms. Essler responded that there is a document on WKU’s website that explains it broken down by days. 
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. Last night we had our monthly Kentucky Presidents Board meeting. We really do have the best SGA in the state. We are very blessed to be able to have a senate discretionary fund because most other schools don’t. 
ii. We met with President Caboni earlier today.
iii. [bookmark: _Int_FVRieFfe]We, along with ISEC, placed a Christmas tree outside of Dr. Sales office. Please take the opportunity to decorate an ornament! 
iv. HRL invited us to participate in Hope on the Hill. Is anyone available to help out tomorrow?
v. Be diligent! We have such a diverse agenda. I am very grateful and blessed to have you guys as senators. Please take it seriously and remember your impact. 
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i. The Vice Presidents across the state met last night. 
ii. [bookmark: _Int_h72Y5cgU][bookmark: _Int_TpAS6PQf]Take advantage of how functional we are as a senate! We have a huge office so please come us it! UK’s meetings sometimes go until midnight, and other SGAs have bills that take 6 weeks to be seen on the agenda. 
iii. It's the last week to apply for scholarships!
iv. Please sign up to help grade scholarships.
v. There is going to be a campus wide food drive for the WKU Food Pantry. 
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon 
i. Sorry I had to miss last week! I had a presentation for my senior project. 
ii. Budget update. 
iii. This time last year we had allocated around $4,000 at this time. After everything on the agenda is passed, we are around $3,000. If you have questions or need help to get things rolling, let me know!
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. We have a lot of organizations that have not picked up org aid from the office. 
ii. [bookmark: _Int_Szh8Iult]If you want to reserve the conference room, there is a link on the website. 
iii. The word is getting out about the Swipe It Forward program, and we will have statistics on that Thursday.
iv. RSVPs for the Christmas Party will be sent out soon! We will have Cracker Barrell and will wear PJs.
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins
i. [bookmark: _Int_PA6nlG3T]I love it when y’all comment and repost on the Instagram! When we engage with the post, they get way more traction.
ii. The columns will be getting painted soon. 
iii. We are meeting with the Swipe It Forward committee on Thursday. 
iv. [bookmark: _Int_ieb3d1jL]Its going to be warm this weekend, so tell people about our reserve a hammock program.
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple
i. Get your November office hours!
ii. We set the expectation to pass at least one bill or resolution a semester. If you need help, we can help you!
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. Turn in your committee meeting minutes please!
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. Senator Tucker stated to send in legislation on time and have a representative at our meeting. We have a record number of bills this semester! 
ii. Senator Lucas met with the Registrar office this past week. 
b. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker  
i. Scholarships are due this Friday. Every senator is eligible!
ii. We are tabling this week to get the word out!
c. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. We have a cool bill coming up!
ii. We are speaking to Snowtoppers on the 19th. 
iii. [bookmark: _Int_5yFX3hNu]If you need any help with media, please reach out!
iv. Don’t forget to ask people what they want from SGA!
d. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. Make sure you are reading the agenda for our new bills.
e. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. We have a bill on New Business, if you would like to help please reach out.
f. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. Senator Lucas and I met with Campus Health and Safety. Our biggest takeaway is that safety can be taken care of before the safety walk. They have awesome programs that they can’t push anymore because of staffing issues.
ii. [bookmark: _Int_DQMh4XRf][bookmark: _Int_8dER6ZXz]Senator Powell, Senator Phelps, and I met with representatives from the dieticians and Airmark. There are itemized lists of ingredients from our restruants. We are looking forward to more gluten-free options at Road Trip, Eiffel Tower, and DaVinnci’s. 
g. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i. We have two new bills on the agenda. 
h. Bylaw Review Committee: Caden Lucas
i. We are meeting this week. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Blake Graham 
i. I am so excited to have two of my little justices with me today. 
ii. We are holding elections for the next Chief Justice at our meeting tomorrow. Both of our candidates do not meet the qualifications of serving one year as a justice, so I am asking the senate to approve their exemption. 
· Vote to approve the exemption
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
b. Swearing In: Blake Graham
i. N/A
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1. No report.  
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. No report. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price
1. No report.
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. No report.  
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1. We discussed the RAMP model at our last meeting. The biggest problem was the college fees. Students' voices are not being heard about this issue. There will now be committees within each academic college to discuss the allocation of college fees.
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: Senator Adigoju
1. No report. 
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. No report. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. No report. 
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. No report. 
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
Bill 14-25-F. Funding for the Veterans Day 5K Event 
· Motion to strike Bill 14-25-F by Senator Wagoner
· Seconded by Senator Barker
Bill 16-25-F. Funding for the Borrow-an-Umbrella Program
· Presented by Senator Humble, Senator Lun, and Senator Rongey.
· We are wanting to add Umbrellas into the mix of things to reserve from the SGA office. 
· Senator Terry questioned if there was a way to put them in the Residence Halls. 
· Senator Humble answered that eventually we will try to get them there, but we are wanting to start within the office where we can manage them. 
· Senator Rettig questioned if there is a plan for when the umbrellas break. 
· Senator Humble answered by stating that it is the expectation that it will not be on the students to replace them.
· Senator Wagoner questioned how long students will be able to rent them.
· [bookmark: _Int_zaHIHADt]Senator Humble answered 3 days. 
· Senator Terry questioned if the umbrellas would have SGA logos on them. 
· Senator Humble answered that no, but if the program is successful, they will consider it. 
· Senator Marshall spoke in affirmation stating that he wished he was able to reserve an umbrella last week. 
· No negation. 
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Bill 17-25-F. Funding for the Go With the Flow Program and WKU Food Pantry Donation Drive
· Presented by Senator Yates and Senator Marshall.
· [bookmark: _Int_VW5CdHur]No questions. 
· Senator Barker emphasized how this bill is a prime example of meeting students where they are. 
· Point of Information from Senator Butler for the dates of the donation drive. 
· Senator Marshall answered that they will finalize dates if the bill is passed. 
· Senator Wagoner applauded this bill for seeing a need and filling it. 
· Senator Martin asked if the dispensers only accept Aunt Flow tampons 
· Senator Yates answered yes. 
· No negation. 
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes

9. New Business
Bill 19-25-F. Funding for Pickleball Paddles and Balls for the Preston Center
Bill 20-25-F. Funding for the Fuel Up For Finals tabling event
Bill 21-25-F. Funding for the DSU Takeover Giveaway
Bill 22-F-25. Funding for Happy Holiday’s from the Hill
Bill 23-F-25. Funding for the Boys and Girls Holiday Snack Drive
10. Announcements
a. Senator Powell announced that tour guide applications are out!
b. Senator Terry announced that the WKU Restaurant Group is having trouble getting student voices, so encourage your student organizations to participate.
c. President Robinson announced the conversation about next fall’s concert is starting. 
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Barker made a motion to adjourn. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Bailey. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 6:03pm. 



First Reading: 11/4/2025
Second Reading: 11/11/2025
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 14-25-F. Funding for the Veterans Day 5K Event 
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $358.11 for a Veterans Day 5K Event. 
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: The event will take place on Saturday, November 15th at Kereiakes Park from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM, and 
WHEREAS: SGA will collect donations via a giveaway and food sales to support Bowling Green Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) program, and 
WHEREAS: The money from this bill will be used to purchase 7 dozen doughnuts (101.85) and 2 boxes of coffee ($33.26), 18 medals ($54), a Garmin Forerunner 55 ($169.00) for the giveaway prize, and 
WHEREAS: The first 18 racers to cross the finish line will receive an SGA engraved medal, and
WHEREAS: Students who help set up, work the event, or help tear down will receive up to 5 service hours, and 
WHEREAS: Attending this event will count for two office hours for SGA senators, and 
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $358.11 towards the Veterans Day 5K Event. 
AUTHORS: Bradley Wagoner, CHHS Senator
Maggie Phelps, PCAL Senator 
Garret Price, Junior Senator 
Sydney Rettig, Transfer Senator
Lincoln Fasoldt, Senator At-Large
SPONSORS:  Community Relations Committee
Enrollment and Student Experience
CONTACTS: Robert Bedard, VFW Post 1298 Quartermaster ((270) 599-6428)
Keriakes Park ((270) 393-3000)



First Reading: 11/4/2025
Second Reading: 11/11/2025
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 16-25-F. Funding for the Borrow-an-Umbrella Program
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $59.94 for the purchase of (6 Umbrellas) to establish a Borrow-an-Umbrella program through the SGA Office.
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: This initiative aligns with SGA’s mission to improve the student experience by creating practical and accessible resources for all students, and
WHEREAS: The umbrellas will be housed in the SGA Office and checked out through a simple sign-in and sign-out system managed by SGA office staff, and
WHEREAS: The Borrow-an-Umbrella program will allow students to borrow umbrellas on rainy days at no cost, promoting convenience, hospitality, and student wellness across campus, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $59.94 for the purchase of umbrellas for the Borrow-an-Umbrella Program.
AUTHORS: Malachi Humble, Senior Senator
Nolan Rongey, Senator At-Large
Ciin Lun, Mahurin Honors College Senator
SPONSORS: Campus Improvements and Sustainability Committee
CONTACTS:



First Reading: 11/4/2025
Second Reading: 11/11/2025
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 17-25-F. Funding for the Go With the Flow Program and WKU Food Pantry Donation Drive
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate $500.00 to the Go With The Flow program.
WHEREAS: The money will come from Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: The money from this bill will extend SGA’s previously existing partnership with Campus Recreation and Wellness to support the Go With the Flow program, which provides free menstrual products in women’s restrooms across campus, and
WHEREAS: $500 will supply 1 full box of 500 Aunt Flow tampons that are expected to last one full semester, and
WHEREAS: In addition to the Go With the Flow program funding, SGA will also support students by organizing a donation drive to collect nonperishable food items and hygiene products like toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, etc. benefitting the WKU Food Pantry, and
WHEREAS: Students will receive one service hour per two supplies donated with a maximum of 5 service hours offered, and
WHEREAS: Donations can be dropped off in the SGA office and signed service hour forms will be available for pick-up, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will allocate $500 to support the Go with the Flow program and a donation drive for the WKU Food Pantry.
AUTHORS: Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Caroline Yates, CEBS Senator
Will Derryberry, Sophomore Senator
SPONSORS: Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
CONTACTS:



First Reading: 11/11/2025
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 19-25-F. Funding for Pickleball Paddles and Balls for the Preston Center
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $95.38 to purchase new pickleball paddles and balls for recreational and student use at the Raymond B Preston Center for Health and Activities.
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: The allocated funds from this bill will be used to purchase high-quality, durable pickleball paddles and balls to replace the worn-out or damaged equipment currently available at the Preston Center, and
WHEREAS: The Preston Center serves as the central recreational facility for WKU students, faculty, and staff, offering a variety of fitness and sports opportunities, and
WHEREAS: Pickleball has become one of the fastest-growing recreational sports on campus, with increased student demand for access to proper and safe equipment, and
WHEREAS: Providing new pickleball paddles and balls will encourage student engagement, promote physical wellness, and support inclusive recreational activities for all experience levels, and
WHEREAS: This purchase aligns with the mission of the Student Government Association to enhance student life and well-being through the funding equipment and activities that benefit the WKU community.
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $95.38 to purchase new pickleball paddles and balls for the Preston Center.
AUTHORS: Simon Petruska, Senator at Large
Jackson Smith, Freshman Senator
Ben Lee, Gatton Senator
SPONSORS: Campus Improvements and Sustainability Committee
CONTACTS: Justin Cato, Director of Campus Recreation and Wellness



First Reading: 11/11/2025
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 20-25-F. Funding for the Fuel Up For Finals tabling event
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate $116.24 to purchase items for the Fuel Up For Finals tabling event.
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: Finals Week can be a challenging, strenuous week for students across campus. SGA is seeking to provide support by offering snacks, refreshments, academic resources, and notes of encouragement, and
WHEREAS: The allocated funds will be used to purchase 72 granola bars, 60 fruit snack pouches, 360 Jolly Ranchers, 300 scantrons, and 200 blue books, and
WHEREAS: The table will also include Poppi sodas, Coke products, and notes of encouragement written by SGA members, and
WHEREAS: Tabling will take place at The Commons on Monday, December 7th, and Tuesday, December 8th, from 10:00-2:00, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will allocate $116.24 to purchase items for the Fuel Up For Finals tabling event.
AUTHORS: Caroline Yates, CEBS Senator
Gabi Pace, Senator At-Large
SPONSORS: Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
CONTACTS: Maggie Yelton, Chief of Staff, maggie.yelton768@topper.wku.edu



First Reading: 11/11/2025
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 21-25-F. Funding for the DSU Takeover Giveaway
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $173.98 toward the purchase of a Karaoke Machine and a Mini Projector to be used for the DSU Takeover event giveaway.
WHEREAS: The DSU Takeover event will take place on November 24th, 2025, from 11:00 AM to 2:30 PM in the Downing Student Union (DSU) Lobby, and
WHEREAS: Students attending the DSU Takeover will engage in a variety of activities hosted by student organizations such as corn hole, karaoke, zumba, some sweet treats and much more. It will be encouraged to donate $5 for a chance to win the Karaoke Machine and Mini Projector, and
WHEREAS: The event is a collaborative initiative between the Campus Activities Board (CAB), the Student Government Association (SGA), and the Black Student Alliance (BSA), with BSA assisting with event promotion and outreach to ensure strong student participation, and
WHEREAS: The DSU Takeover aims to promote campus unity, encourage student involvement, and foster inter-organizational collaboration across WKU, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $173.98 to support the DSU Takeover Giveaway in partnership with CAB and BSA.
AUTHORS: Jade Ismail, Action & Opportunity Committee, Chair
Senator Rettig, Transfer Student Senator
SPONSORS: Action and Opportunity Committee
Community Relations
CONTACTS: Campus Activities Board (CAB) wkucab@wku.edu Black Student Alliance (BSA) blackstudentalliancewku@gmail.com



First Reading: 11/11/2025
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 22-F-25. Funding for Happy Holiday’s from the Hill
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $218.61 for Christmas card and blanket delivery to Chandler Park Assisted Living
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 
WHEREAS: SGA will table in DSU on December 2nd and 3rd to have cards signed by students and 
WHEREAS: The cards will be delivered to Chandler Park Assisted Living on December 4th
WHEREAS: The money from this bill will be used to purchase 72 Christmas cards and 60 blankets and
WHEREAS: Students who help deliver gifts will receive up to 3 service hours
WHEREAS: Attending or tabling for this event will count for up to three office hours for SGA senators, and 
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $218.61 towards the Happy Holidays from the Hill event. 
AUTHORS: Bradley Wagoner, CHHS Senator
Landon Terry, Freshman Senator
Amelia Tucker, Senator-at-Large
SPONSORS:  Community Relations Committee
CONTACTS: Kasey Commerer, Chandler Park Assisted Living Director (270) 842-2626



First Reading: 11/11/2025
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 23-F-25. Funding for the Boys and Girls Holiday Snack Drive
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $200.00 for a snack drive benefiting the Bowling Green Boys and Girls Club during the holiday season.   
WHEREAS: The money will come from Legislative Discretionary Budget, and  
WHEREAS: Students can donate non-perishable, individually wrapped snacks from November 19th through December 3rd. Individually wrapped snacks can be dropped off at the SGA front desk, and 
WHEREAS: One service hour will be awarded per 3 snacks donated, with a maximum cap of 5 service hours, and 
WHEREAS: $172.64 worth of snacks will be provided to the Boys & Girls Club including 2 Fruit Snack Packs ($17.48), 2 Kellogs Variety Packs (25.92), 2 Variety Pack Lunch Snacks(25.92), 2 Sweet and Salty Variety Packs ($25.44), 2 Mixed Chips Packs($9.97), 1 Great Value Chip Packs ($11.37), 2 Ready-To-Eat Variety Snack Packs ($19.92), 2 Cookie Variety Packs (25.94), 2 Granola Bar Packs ($10.68) and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $172.64 for a snack drive benefiting the Boys and Girls Club of Bowling Green, Kentucky.  
AUTHORS: Bradley Wagoner, CHHS Senator
Maggie Phelps, PCAL Senator
SPONSORS:  Community Relations Committee 
CONTACTS:  Danielle Violette, Boys and Girls Club Director (270) 772-2999
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