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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Twenty Fourth Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, April 7th, 2026
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on April 7th, 2026, at 5:00 PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Fasoldt
ii. Senator Wagnor
iii. Senator Yates
c. [bookmark: _Int_HeWRA8Gg]Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved.
4. Guest and Student Speakers 
a. N/A
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. Great everyone! The start of elections looks good.
ii. [bookmark: _Int_e7XcZFhM]FEC yesterday and talked budget. I appreciate all of you that have done well on those committees. 
iii. UNO tournament is this week.
iv. Spend all of our dollars and spend it wisely.
v. See you at the banquet.
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i. Scholarships were due Friday.
ii. We have enough people to grade them right now. 
iii. Happy election season! With that in mind, we are a team.
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon 
i. Org Aid checks are ready for pick up.
ii. Also, if bills are passed, spend that money asap. Let me know if you have any questions.
iii. 303 if unfinished business passes and 13 if all of unfinished and new business pass.
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i.  Banquet is tomorrow! 
ii. We will take pictures, eat dinner, give speeches, and give out awards. 
iii. [bookmark: _Int_OWrDGIrN]We will be in the speakeasy. 
iv. Keep the office tidy!
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins 
i.  Happy Tuesday!
ii. Stoles are here, so seniors will recieve those tomorrow at the banquet.
iii. The group photo will be tomorrow after the meeting. Wear your polo.
iv. I am part of the University AI committee, and our goal is to create guidelines. If you have any suggestions, please reach out. 
v. Live music at the colonnades on Thursday, April 16th. 
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple 
i. I’m proud of you all. I cannot believe we are almost done!
ii. Debate is okay and normal! Remember to be respectful.
iii. Office hours for April are due soon. 
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. No report. 
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas 
i. We have reviewed 32 bills this spring. 
ii. Next week, the last meeting of the 25th Senate will be held, and I will be giving all of the numbers. 
iii. Shoutout to Simon- we put together the red chairs today!
b. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. Scholarships were due Friday. 
c. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. Plaques are ordered. 
ii. Good luck to everyone running in the election.
d. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck  
e. Housing survey is open.
f. Earth Day celebration is April 24th.
g. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. My committee meets every Tuesday at 4pm.
ii. Uno tournament!
iii. So many exciting things coming up!
h. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. We have four more Mondays left in the semester!
ii. Take care of yourself!
iii. Reach out to people if you need help.
i. Campus Safety and Security: Veronica Butler
i. Thank you for your support during Campus Safety Week. We are looking forward to next year. 
· Senator Butler motioned to strike Resolution 6-26-S
· Seconded by Senator Lee
ii. Voice Vote
iii. Unanimous Yes
j. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i. No report. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Sophie Stirling
i. Town Hall is tonight.
ii. Voting on the constitution will be next semester. 
b. Swearing In: Sophie Stirling
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1. Meeting in next few weeks. 
2. Keep coming to me about AI.
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. No report. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price
1. No report.
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. Meeting tomorrow. 
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1.  No report.
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: Senator Adegoju	
1. No report.
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. No report. Details for changing charters will be released soon.
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. No Report. 
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. No report. 
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report. 
8. Unfinished Business 
Bill 20-26-S. Funding for the “Setting into Summer” event
· Presented by Senator Humble. This event is a full circle moment from Big Red Rise. 
· Motion to amend to add two 30oz bottles of Mustard for $3.49 ($6.98) a bottle by Senator Humble. 
· No questions.
· Senator Lee spoke in affirmation about how Big Red Rise was one of his favorite events and he is looking forward to it.
· No negation.
· Electronic Vote
· Unanimous Yes. 
Motion to move out of bylaws by Senator Tucker
· Seconded by Senator Lucas
· Voice Vote 
· Unanimous Yes
Motion to table Resolution 8-26-S by Senator Tucker \
· Seconded by Senator Lucas
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Motion to move Bill 23-26-S. Funding for Spikeball Nets from new business to unfinished business. By Senator Tucker
· Seconded by Senator Lucas
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Motion to move back into bylaws by Senator Barker
· Seconded by Senator Powell
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Resolution 7-26-S. Resolution to ask Western Kentucky University to support and fund the installation of a crosswalk at the intersection of Kentucky Street and Alumni Avenue, in partnership with the Kentucky Department of Transportation.
· Presented by Senator Lucas and Senator Pace.
· Senator Ismail asked what the conversation behind us supporting initiatives like this. 
· Senator Lucas answered that this is our way of expressing our affection for initiatives.
· Senator Lee spoke in affirmation.
· Senator Humble stated that he believes the way DSU is designed is stupid and he thinks this is a great initiative. 
· No negation. 
· Electronic Vote
· Unanimous Yes.
Resolution 7-26-S is passed.
Bill 22-26-S. Funding for SGA to purchase Graduation Cords for Transfer Students
· Presented by Senator Rettig
· Senator Lee motioned to lower the amount of packs to 5 because the price of cords increased on Amazon. 
· Seconded by Senator Petruska
· Senator Rettig does not take it as friendly. 
· Senator Carter stated they plan to drop their bill by $90.
· Motion to strike amendment by Senator Lee. 
· Senator Phelps asked if green was significant. 
· Senator Rettig answered that it was just the color they decided on with the office. 
· Senator Jackson Smith asked how many transfer students were graduating. 
· Senator Rettig answered around 500. 
· Senator Humble asked why we are in charge of purchasing the cords and stated that he believes the cords are seperating students from being WKU students. 
· Senator Rettig answered that it is a journey to get here and it is a way to recognize it. 
· Senator Phelps asks what happens to the extra cords. 
· Senator Rettig answered that they would be available to others. 
· Senator Humble asked the logistics of why some transfer students are getting them and others aren’t.
· Senator Rettig answered that she will share the link. 
· Senator Ismail spoke in affirmation. 
· Senator Butler spoke in affirmation that it is important to recognize how Hilltoppers get to the hill.
· Senator Marshall spoke in affirmation about recognizing the journey of students. 
· Senator Tucker spoke in affirmation. 
· No speeches in negation.
· Electronic Vote
· Unanimous Yes.
Bill 22-26-S is passed. 
Bill 23-26-S. Funding for Spikeball Nets
· Presented by Senator Carter, Senator Tuck, and Senator Tucker.
· Senator Carter motioned to amend bill to have spikeball nets for $25.
· Senator Barker asked to add Student Enrollment and Experience as a sponsor. 
· Taken as friendly. 
· Senator Humble asked to add Campus Improvement and Sustainability. 
· Senator Butler, Senator Ismail, Senator Phelps, and Senator Bailey asked to add their committees as sponsored as well. 
· Senator Humble spoke in affirmation. 
· Senator Rettig spoke in affirmation. 
· Senator Lucas spoke in affirmation. 
· Senator Humble asked if it would be stupid to add another spikeball net. He motioned to amend bill to say $74.97. 
· Taken as friendly. 
· POI to CFO Jerdon for budget update by Senator Ismail. 
· POI  by Senator Lee. He asked if we could just add money to the bill for Food Pantry. 
· President Robinson answered yes. 
· Electronic Vote
· Unanimous Yes. 
Bill 23-26-S is passed.
9. New Business
Bill 21-26-S. Funding for the National Panhellenic Council Preview Day in partnership with the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University. 
Bill 24-26-S. Funding for the WKU Office of Sustainability Food Pantry
Bill 24-26-S. Funding for the WKU Office of Sustainability Food Pantry
10. Announcements
Senator Morris said thank you for the card.
Speaker Whipple announced pictures are next week and to wear your polo, the banquet is tomorrow at 5pm at the Mustang club- wear Caboni Business Casual.
Senator Lucas announced that fountains should be on soon. 
Senator Rettig announced that if you want office hours, come help with the period baskets. 
Senator Humble announced that he is cleaning the signs on Friday at 11am,
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Barker made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Powell. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 5:58p.m. 

First Reading: 4/2/2026
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other: 

Bill 20-26-S. Funding for the “Setting into Summer” event

PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate $280.69 for the purchase of (4) 80ct of Beef Frank Hot Dogs (320 total) and (27) Pack of Buns to support “Setting into Summer”, a senior sunset cookout event that celebrates graduating seniors and brings students together as they transition into a new chapter of life.

WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 

WHEREAS:	“Setting into Summer” is an event designed to recognize the achievements of graduating seniors while creating a meaningful and memorable experience at the close of their time at WKU, and

WHEREAS:	Providing food at the event, Tuesday, May 5th at 5:00 PM, will encourage attendance, foster community, and create a welcoming environment where students can reflect, connect, and celebrate their time on the Hill together, and 

WHEREAS:	This event aligns with SGA’s mission to enhance the student experience by supporting programs that build community, recognize student success, and leave a lasting impact on campus culture, and

THEREFORE:	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $280.69 for the purchase of four 80-count packs of beef frank hot dogs and twenty seven packs of buns to support the “Setting into Summer” Senior Sunset Cookout event.

AUTHORS:		Malachi Humble, Senior Senator

SPONSORS:		Community Relations Committee
Legislative Operations Committee

CONTACTS:	








First Reading:	4/2/2026	
Second Reading:	
Pass:	
Fail: 		
Other:

Resolution 8-26-S. Resolution to Support Increased Awareness and Strategic Enhancement of Existing Signage and Navigation Resources in Downing Student Union (DSU)

PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to  
Support Increased Awareness and Strategic Enhancement of Existing Signage and Navigation Resources in Downing Student Union (DSU)

WHEREAS:	DSU Operations has implemented a comprehensive system of signage and wayfinding resources throughout the building to assist students and visitors, and 

WHEREAS:	Despite the presence of these resources, students, particularly first-year students and visitors, may not be fully aware of how to locate or effectively utilize existing signage and navigation tools within DSU, and

WHEREAS:	Members of the Student Government Association, in collaboration with DSU Operations, conducted an examination of current signage and identified an opportunity to improve student awareness and visibility of these existing resources, and

WHEREAS:	Increasing awareness of navigation resources, alongside the strategic placement of additional tools such as clearly displayed floor maps where appropriate, would enhance accessibility and ease of navigation within the building, and

WHEREAS: 	Improving wayfinding awareness contributes to a more efficient and welcoming campus environment, ensuring students can more readily access the services and spaces available to them, 

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky 
University supports the Increased Awareness and Strategic Enhancement of Existing Signage and Navigation Resources in Downing Student Union (DSU).

AUTHORS: 		Caden Lucas, Junior Senator
Gabi Pace, Senator-at-Large

SPONSORS:		Legislative Operations Committee

CONTACTS:		Meygan Oliver, meygan.oliver@wku.edu







First Reading: 4/2/2026
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other:

Bill 21-26-S. Funding for the National Panhellenic Council Preview Day in partnership with the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University. 

PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate $500.00 for the National Panhellenic Council (NPHC) Preview Day in partnership with the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University.

WHEREAS: 		The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 

WHEREAS:	The National Panhellenic Council (NPHC) is a registered student organization at Western Kentucky University and has proposed hosting a Preview Day event on April 30th, and

WHEREAS: 	The NPHC Preview Day will include campus tours, informational sessions regarding scholarships, campus life, and culture, as well as a panel of both students and faculty for attendants, and

WHEREAS:	The event will be open to all prospective students and the purpose of the event is to enhance student recruitment, provide access to campus resources, and foster a welcoming and informative introduction to Western Kentucky University for all prospective students, and

WHEREAS:	This partnership, and the funding therein, will serve to provide refreshments for the future Hilltoppers who will be attending this event, in the form of a Barbeque dinner following the adjournment of the preview day, and

WHEREAS:	By creating this partnership, WKU SGA is communicating their continued dedication to the education of all students on our hill, both current and prospective. 

THEREFORE: 		Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky 
University will allocate $500.00 for the National Panhellenic Council (NPHC) Preview Day in partnership with WKU SGA.

AUTHORS:		Rayna Taylor, National Panhellenic Council, President
Amelia R. Tucker, Senator-at Large
Caden Lucas, Junior Senator

SPONSORS:		Legislative Operations Committee

CONTACTS:		Amelia Kolb, Assistant Director of Student Activities; amelia.kolb@wku.edu



First Reading: 4/2/2026
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other:

Bill 22-26-S. Funding for SGA to purchase Graduation Cords for Transfer Students 

PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $239.94 for the purchase of Transfer Graduation Cords.

WHEREAS: 		The funds will be allocated from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and

WHEREAS: 		The total cost is $239.94 worth of transfer cords (6 packs of 40 each, 240 total), and 

WHEREAS: 	Often, transferring to a new school is not the easiest process. Sometimes, people who move to schools later on in their undergraduate career often find few avenues to pursue community on campus, and 

WHEREAS:	Numerous students have expressed a desire to display their status as a transfer student as part of their academic achievement, and 

WHEREAS: 	To qualify for a transfer student cord, the student must have completed at least one full year (two semesters) at another institution (not including high school credit applying to any accelerated college as a high school student), and 

WHEREAS: 	The Transfer center will help in the processes of distributing them during the final weeks of school, and

WHEREAS: 	This initiative aligns with the Student Government Association’s commitment to student life in a different sector of students that may not always get their time to shine, and 

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $239.94 for the Transfer Cord Graduation Initiative.

AUTHORS:		Sydney Rettig, Transfer Senator 
Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Tyresha Morris, First-Gen Senator

SPONSORS:		Action and Opportunity Committee
Legislative Operations Committee

CONTACTS:		Jarrett Murphy; Transfer Center Associate Director murphjh@wku.edu  






First Reading:  4/7/2026
Second Reading:  
Pass:  
Fail: 
Other: 
 
Bill 23-26-S. Funding for Spikeball Nets  
 
PURPOSE:  	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $139.98 for purchasing Two (2) Spikeball Nets for student usage. 
 
WHEREAS:  	               The money will come from Legislative Operations Committee, and 
 
WHEREAS: 	WKU SGA has existing programs like “Borrow A Hammock” which allow students to borrow recreation equipment to use on our campus outdoor spaces, and  
 
WHEREAS: 	Students enjoy getting together and playing games with friends, but might not have storage space for a spikeball net and supplies, and  
 
WHEREAS:  		These nets would be stored in the SGA Office and checked out from the desk, and 
 
WHEREAS: 	Purchasing these would allow for students to enjoy this popular game with friends free of charge and increase the SGA mission of being “for the students”, and  
 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky  University will allocate $139.98 for purchasing Two (2) Spikeball Nets 
 
AUTHORS: 		Amelia Tucker - Senator At Large
Eli Carter - Junior Senator
Evan Tuck - Senator At Large

SPONSORS: 		Legislative Operations Committee

CONTACTS: 		Andrew Rash















First Reading:  4/7/2026
Second Reading:  
Pass:  
Fail: 
Other: 
 
Bill 24-26-S. Funding for the WKU Office of Sustainability Food Pantry 
 
PURPOSE:  		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $30.00 to the WKU Office of Sustainability Food Pantry. 
 
WHEREAS:  	            The money will come from Legislative Operations Committee, and 
 
WHEREAS: 		The WKU Food Pantry provides access to food and toiletry supplies to Hilltoppers in need, and 
 
WHEREAS: 	              There is always need seen within the Food Pantry, and  
 
WHEREAS: 		Meeting the physical needs of WKU students is part of how we help to ensure that there are no hungry hilltoppers and is always a worthy use of Legislative funds. 
 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky  University will allocate $30.00 to the WKU Office Sustainability Food Pantry. 
 
AUTHORS: 	             Amelia R. Tucker - Senator at Large 
 
SPONSORS: 	            Legislative Operations Committee 
 	 	 	 
CONTACTS: 	           Dr. Leslie North - Office of Sustainability Director 




















First Reading: 4/7/2026        
Second Reading: 	 
Pass:  
Fail:               
 
Bill 25-26-S. A Bill to Fund Massage Therapy Vouchers for Student Stress Relief During Finals Week 
 
	PURPOSE:   
	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate  

	 	 	 
	$120.00 to purchase four massage therapy vouchers for students to promote stress relief  

	 	 	 
 
	during finals week. 

	WHEREAS:  
 
	The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 

	WHEREAS:  
	Finals week is a high-stress period for students, often impacting mental health, well- 

	 	 	 
 
	being, and academic performance, and 

	WHEREAS:  
	Providing access to stress-relief services such as massage therapy can improve student  

	 	 	 
 
	wellness and help students better manage academic pressures, and 

	WHEREAS:  
	The Health & Fitness Lab in the Preston Center offers massage therapy services that  

	 	 	 
 
	support physical and  mental relaxation for students, and 

	WHEREAS:  
	Allocating funds for four massage vouchers at $30.00 each will provide selected students 

	 	 	 
 
	with an opportunity to decompress and recharge during finals week, and 

	WHEREAS:  
	The Preston Health and Activity Center has agreed to donate three (3) one hour massage  

	 	 	 
	sessions for student usage as well, making the total number of massage vouchers   

	 	 	 
 
	available for WKU Students seven (7), and  

	THEREFORE: 
	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University  

	 	 	 
	will allocate $120.00 for the purchase of four massage therapy vouchers at $30.00 each  

	 	 	 
 
	to be distributed to students during finals week. 

	AUTHORS:  
 
	Jackson Smith, Freshman Senator Carter Smith, Freshman Senator 

	CONTACTS:  
 
 
	Health and Fitness Lab; Sabrina Pate, Office Coordinator 

	SPONSOR:   
	Legislative Operations Committee  
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