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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Twenty First Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, March 3rd, 2026
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on March 3rd, 2026, at 5:03 PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Fasolt
ii. Senator Lun
iii. Senator Martin
c. [bookmark: _Int_HeWRA8Gg]Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved.
4. Guest and Student Speakers 
a. Ms. April McCauley and Sierra Waller – F1rst Gen 
i. A first-generation college student is defined as your parents not having a four-year college degree. 
ii. About 1/3 of our student body is first-generation. Nationally, the average is hovering around 50%.
iii. Go to the F1rst Gen website to see our activities. We center our events around students’ needs. 
iv. www.wku.edu/firstgen
v. Being a first-generation college student does not mean you have a defecit. In previous years, we have made student-facing changes to help ease the transition of going to college. 
vi. We have ambassadors, a registered student organization, and a LLC.
vii. We would like to hear from and work with SGA to help our first-generation student body.
viii. Senator Tucker asked Ms. McCauley and Ms. Waller what they want us to share with students specifically. Ms. Waller answered to get the word out about their website, their events, and their Suitable. Ms. McCauley spoke on how they are retention building office and that they are always looking for ways to get engaged with the community and students. 
ix. Senator Ismail spoke on how her committee is working on a “Take on TopNet” event and how we have used reels to get word on events spread. Ms. Waller responded by saying they are happy to partner and provide snacks. 
x. Senator Lucas asked how many students are supported by F1rst Gen. Ms. Waller answered by saying that 31% of students are self-identified. We know it is actually more than this. She stated that all their resources and initiatives help all students, not just first-generation students. All the F1rst Gen events are open to all students. The F1rst Gen newsletter goes out to all first-generation students, and we have around 1500 students on Suitable. 
xi. Senator Lee asked if their office’s resources are open to Gatton Students. Ms. Waller answered that yes, all the events are open to Gatton students, and they are looking to get more involved. 
xii. Senator Butler asked what their office is looking forward to this semester and next. They are working towards a partnership with the alumni association to host a day. They are going to scale their F1rst Gen conference in the fall. This is a great opportunity to get involved whether as a volunteer or as a presenter. 
xiii. Senator Wagner asked what the number one concern is amongst first-generation students. Ms. Waller answered money and time because most students are working to pay for college. She also spoke on how they are working to gain more funding for their engagement programs. 
xiv. Senator Ismail asked if students are out of the running for the Suitable prize this semester. Ms. Waller answered no; there are more events, and we stop the count the week before finals. 
xv. Senator Humble asked if there is a way to clarify that a student is first-generation. Ms. McCauley answered yes. Senator Humble also asked if they attended admissions events. Ms. Waller answered that they attend preview days and have tabling opportunities in DSU. Senator Humble encouraged their office to get involved in TOP days. Ms. Waller stated that it was a great idea.
· Motion to move out of bylaws by Senator Barker.
· Seconded Senator Lucas.
· Voice vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Senator Barker motioned to move Bill 8-26-S. Funding for Prizes for the Student Government Association and Preston Center Basketball Showcase Event from new business to unfinished business. 
· Seconded by Senator Petruska. 
· Voice vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Motion to move out of bylaws by Senator Barker.
· Seconded by Senator Lucas.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. We have five meetings left of the semester. 
ii. Take care of yourselves as we approach spring break!
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i. There is exactly one month until scholarships are due!
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon 
i. We had 33 organizations that were allocated money. 
ii. Budget Update
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. We have no dental or id vouchers. 
ii. The Swipe-It forward donation period is now. 
iii. I will have more information about the banquet next week. 
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins 
i. Stoles are on the way. 
ii. Watch out for casting calls for Instagram reels. 
iii. Keep interacting with the posts. Comments have not been great recently. 
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple 
i. We will be changing how we vote on bills. Per bylaws section 2.3.1, we can take votes verbally or electronically. We want to give everyone a chance to vote without influence. We will be using Google Forms. You will be able to see the results. 
ii. You have until 10:30am tomorrow to turn in February office hours. 
iii. Senator of the Month: Veronica Butler
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. Sign up to table for International Women’s Day!
ii. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0B4CADAF22AAF8C43-62735899-international
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. I will no longer be reporting on the bylaws. 
ii. We meet at 5:30pm on Mondays. 
iii. We have reviewed 13 pieces of legislation. Last year at this time, we had only reviewed 12. In total, this school year we have reviewed 53 pieces of legislation. 
b. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. [bookmark: _Int_9mng6coE]We have legislation in both unfinished and new business.
ii. In the works to extend restaurant hours during finals week. 
iii. Talking to AirMark about using meal plan dollars at sporting events. 
c. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. [bookmark: _Int_XJVoodND]Professor of the month plaques are ready. 
d. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. We are working on legislation. Earth day is coming up!
e. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. We have our meetings before our senate meetings. 
ii. We are working on a piece of legislation for students to understand TopNet. 
iii. The UNO tournament is in its planning phase. 
f. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. Rebekah Taussig will be speaking on campus on March 5th. I would love to see you at this event. 
ii. Please sign up for the table for International Women’s Day. 
g. Campus Safety and Security: Veronica Butler
i. We have a bill in unfinished business. 
ii. We are working tomorrow. 
h. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i. We are working to collaborate on some events with organizations in Bowling Green. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Sophie Stirling
i. Election Packets are due April 3rd. 
ii. You can schedule meetings for campaign week now but be careful of your wording. 
iii. You can buy things for your campaign now. 
iv. If you do not meet the GPA requirement, you cannot run. 
v. We will be revising the constitution. 
vi. Elections April 13th 7pm- April 15th 7pm. 
vii. Reveal party following the closure of the election at 7 in the chambers. 
viii. Code meetings March 31st and April 2nd at 5pm
b. Swearing In: Sophie Stirling
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1. Meeting on March 24th
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. Meeting this Friday at 1pm. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price
1. No report.
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. No report.
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1. Meeting this week. 
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: Senator Adigoju
1. No report. 
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. We met tonight over Zoom to revise the current colonnade curriculum. There could be a change of name soon. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. We meet next Tuesday. 
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. No report.
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
Resolution 3-26-S. Resolution to Support More Bicycle Racks on Campus
· Presented by Senator Harvey, Senator Butler, and Senator Barker. 
· Motion to amend Resolution to include Dr. Jennifer Tougas as a contact. 
· [bookmark: _Int_QCrETvdP]Senator Humble questioned if this is just students being lazy because there is a bike rack around the corner. 
· Point of Information from President Robinson- he stated that he did not believe there was a bike rack at Grise. 
· Senator Barker answered that this was a good question to raise, but this is why it is important to document where bike racks are currently used so that the new ones can be used for their intended purpose. 
· Senator Humble questioned the return on investment of bike racks considering Grise will be torn down. 
· Senator Barker answered that bike racks are relatively inexpensive and that in a time of 5 years students will be admitted and graduated from our university. 
· Senator Terry spoke in affirmation that this resolution will fill the need of bike racks outside of his residence hall. 
· Senator Bailey spoke in affirmation that there were around 6 bike racks outside of Normal and Regents and that there should be more across campus. 
· Senator Lee spoke in affirmation that the placing of the rack outside of Bates is stupidly placed. 
· Student Guest Phelps asked if there are any consequences for students who place their bikes / scooters in front of doors. 
· Senator Butler answered that yes; PTS can hold on to bikes and scooters. 
· Senator Lucas spoke in affirmation of their work on this resolution. This is a great way for community engagement and to make our campus more accessible. 
· Senator Rettig spoke in affirmation on how this improves accessibility. 
· Point of Reference on who the authors spoke about putting the racks in place. 
· Senator Butler answered Dr. Tougas. 
· Senator Rettig stated she would love to be in the conversation about adding chargers. 
· No negation. 
· Electronic Vote. 
· Majority Yes. 
· Resolution has passed. 

Bill 8-26-S. Funding for Prizes for the Student Government Association and Preston Center Basketball Showcase Event
· Presented by Senator Barker and Senator Petruska.
· Senator Ismail questioned why they can dunk specifically for this event. 
· Senator Barker answered that the Preston Center wants people to show up, so they are allowing dunking. 
· Senator Humble asked why we pushed it forward if it is after spring break. 
· Senator Barker answered that their contact wanted a set date. 
· Senator Harvey spoke in affirmation that this will be a fun and engaging event. 
· Senator Lee spoke in affirmation on how he is the Gatton President of the basketball club, and he thinks it will be popular event.
· No negation. 
· Electronic Vote. 
· Majority Yes. 
· Resolution has passed.

9. New Business
Bill 6-26-S. Funding for Vouchers for the WKU Dental Hygiene Center
Bill 7-26-S. Funding for Additional SGA Student ID Vouchers
Bill 9-26-S. Organizational Aid Funding Spring 2026
10. Announcements
a. Senator Powell reminded everyone to sign up for International Women’s Day tabling!
b. Senator Marshall announced that there is a Political Science alumni event on March 9th.
c. Senator Humble announced that Curbside Ministry is in need of volunteers. 
d. Senator Tucker announced that Senator Marshall received an award from Louisville. 
e. Vice President Kurtz shouted out CCO Jenkins for his awesome reels.
f. Senator Lee announced that the Director of Gatton is leaving this summer. 
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Lucas made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Barker. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 6:23 p.m. 


First Reading: 2/24/2026
Second Reading: 3/3/2026
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 3-26-S. Resolution to Support More Bicycle Racks on Campus
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
Support the Installation and Updated Mapping of more Bicycle Racks across campus.
WHEREAS: Bicycles, scooters, and other forms of wheeled transportation are often utilized by the WKU community for commutes to and around campus, and
WHEREAS: WKU has made prior efforts to install bicycle racks across campus to promote safe biking, healthy habits, and sustainable transportation. However, with constant campus upgrades and construction projects, recent additions have not taken place, and
WHEREAS: The lack of bicycle racks in front of campus buildings, such as Grise Hall, leads to students, faculty, staff, and other members of the WKU community utilizing unconventional methods for securing their belongings, such as locking scooters to handrails. These methods can often obstruct access to buildings or accessibility routes, and
WHEREAS: WKU has previously published the locations of bicycle racks across campus, but has since not updated these locations, leading to confusion for students who depend on these resources to make informed decisions, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University supports the Installation and Updated Mapping of more Bicycle Racks across campus.
AUTHORS: Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
Veronica Butler, Senator-At-Large
Miles Harvey, Senator-At-Large
SPONSORS: Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
Campus Safety and Security Committee
Campus Improvements and Sustainability Committee
Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee
Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS



First Reading: 3/3/2026
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 6-26-S. Funding for Vouchers for the WKU Dental Hygiene Center
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate $600 for the Spring 2026 WKU Dental Hygiene Vouchers.
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund and will be used to purchase twenty-four (24) Dental Hygiene Vouchers for use by students at a rate of twenty-five ($25) dollars per voucher.
WHEREAS: Currently, the senate has previously funded the purchase of Dental Hygiene Vouchers, however, these vouchers have all been used.
WHEREAS: Students are immediately and positively impacted by the availability of the vouchers that SGA provides. The use of these vouchers enables students to have access to a service that many have trouble affording.
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will allocate $600.00 for the Dental Hygiene Clinic to obtain 25 more dental vouchers.
AUTHORS: Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
SPONSORS: Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
CONTACTS: Dr. Tania Basta, Dean of College of Health and Human Services



First Reading: 3/3/2026
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 7-26-S. Funding for Additional SGA Student ID Vouchers
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate $225.00 to purchase fifteen (15) student ID vouchers.
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: The WKU Student Government Association maintains a Student ID Voucher Program to assist students in obtaining or replacing official WKU identification cards, and
WHEREAS: The WKU Student Government Association's partnership with the ID center allows the organization to get ID vouchers at a price $10 less than normal, making vouchers cost $15 each, and
WHEREAS: Student ID vouchers are a frequently utilized and high-demand resource that directly supports student access to campus facilities, services, academic buildings, meal plans, transportation, and safety resources, and
WHEREAS: The current supply of student ID vouchers has been fully exhausted, and
WHEREAS: Replenishing our voucher program and creating a jingle and music video will allow SGA to advertise its resources, increasing accessibility to students, and
WHEREAS: Maintaining an available stock of ID vouchers aligns with SGA’s commitment to student access, retention, and basic campus participation infrastructure,
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will allocate $225.00 to purchase fifteen (15) student ID vouchers.
AUTHORS: Ben Lee, Gatton Academy Senator
Caden Lucas, Junior Senator
Cayden Bailey, Senator-at-Large
SPONSORS: Legislative Operations Committee
Enrollment & Student Experience
CONTACTS: WKU ID Center, idcenter@lists.wku.edu



First Reading: 3/3/2026
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 8-26-S. Funding for Prizes for the Student Government Association and Preston Center Basketball Showcase Event
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate $167.79 for Prizes for the Student Government Association and Preston Center Basketball Showcase Event.
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary fund to be used to purchase three (3) basketballs as prizes for the winners of each contest in addition to three (3) ranked trophies for each competition, and
WHEREAS: The Preston Center, alongside Campus Recreation & Wellness, has long promoted collaboration between campus organizations and students to provide exciting, and engaging opportunities of value to students, and
WHEREAS: This showcase will involve fun chances for students to demonstrate their basketball skills with events such as a dunk contest, 3-point shoot out, as well as individual skills contests, and
WHEREAS: Collaboration with the Preston Center and Campus Recreation & Wellness sets a precedent of cooperation with the Student Government Association to encourage future events and opportunities to serve more students on campus, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will allocate $167.79 for Prizes for the Student Government Association and Preston Center Basketball Showcase Event.
AUTHORS: Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
Simon Petruska, Senator-At-Large
SPONSORS: Enrollment & Student Experience Committee
CONTACTS: Michael Dickinson, Assistant Director, Programs at Campus Recreation & Wellness



First Reading: 3/3/2026
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 9-26-S. Organizational Aid Funding Spring 2026
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate funding to the selected Registered Student Organizations (RSOs).
WHEREAS: $10,000.00 from the Organizational Aid Budget will be allocated to the following RSOs: WKU Sand Volleyball Club, Women in Science and Engineering, Agriculture Education Society, Bike4Alz, Financial Planning Association, Hilltoppers Vote Coalition, Habitat for Humanity, STEMPOWERMENT, Black Student Alliance, Midnight on the Hill, Rock Climbing Club, Ecology and Conservation Club, WKU Kentucky Association of Nursing Students, Delta Sigma Pi, Toppers Myanmar Association, WKU Paintball Club, Financial Management Association, Dungeons and Dragons Club of WKU, Iota Phi Theta Fraternity Inc., Real Estate Investment Club, Psychology Club, WKU American Institute of Architecture Students, Resident Staff Association, Ultimate Frisbee Club, Korean Pop Culture Club, Tau Beta Pi, PCAL Dean's Council of Students, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc, Women's Club Soccer, Men's Rugby, Fencing Club, Hilltopper Astronomy Club, WKU Club Tennis, and
WHEREAS: The Organizational Aid Board has conducted careful analysis of the submitted applications, finding respective financial need in all Registered Student Organizations listed above, and
WHEREAS: Each Registered Student Organization shall be granted an allocation between $100 and $500, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $10,000.00 from the Organizational Aid budget to the aforementioned Registered Student Organizations.
AUTHORS: Gabriel Jerdon, Chief Financial Officer
SPONSORS: Organizational Aid Board
Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: Organizational Aid Board, gabriel.jerdon982@topper.wku.edu (Chair) Andrew Rash, andrew.rash@wku.edu
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