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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Twentieth Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, February 24th, 2026
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on February 24th , 2026 at 5:01PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Carter
ii. Senator Mitchell
iii. Senator Ocampo
iv. Senator Price 
v. Senator Ricke
vi. Senator Rongey
c. [bookmark: _Int_HeWRA8Gg]Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved. 
4. Guest and Student Speakers
a. Dr.  Drummond, Assistant Provost of Student Success and Online Learning
i. Dr. Drummond serves as the supervisor/manager of Advising Career Development Center (ACDC), liaison between Housing and LLCs, and oversees Student Athlete Academic Center
ii. Dr. Drummond wants to do a comprehensive review of the current academic advising at WKU and will have a complete recommendation in the fall. Senator Price and Senator Humble will serve as the student representatives on this committee. 
iii. You can visit Dr. Drummond in office 2020 in ACDC. 
iv. President Robinson asked if Dr. Drummond could elaborate on centralized advising and advising in academic colleges. 
1. Dr. Drummond answered that the purpose of the central unit of advising was originally a part of increasing WKU’s retention rate to what it is today. It is also a way for new students to understand the full scope of the university’s resources. The general thought was to provide a wholistic response to students’ needs. 
v. Senator Rettig asked how the representatives of the Student Athlete committee can best represent the atheletes despite their busy schedules.
1. Dr. Drummond responded to get in contact with the staff at Student Athlete Academic Center. 
b. Rayna Taylor, NPHC President
i. On WKU’s campus, we have 8 out of the 9 chapters of the Divine Nine. 
ii. All NPHC organizations are rooted in community service. Some of the most notable programs: 
1. Sleep out for the Homeless – Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc.
2. Pearls to the Polls – Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. 
3. March of Dimes Baby Shower – Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. 
iii. NPHC chapters frequently table, fundraise, and hold programming beneficial for students on campus. 
iv. The first ever Black homecoming queen, resident assistant, cheerleader, spirit master, alumni association president, and dean of students were all members of NPHC. 
v. Stepping and strolling are key parts of NPHC culture. Step Show is our biggest performance of the year during Homecoming Week. 
vi. NPHC Week is this week! 
1. Tuesday- Late Night Breakfast, 8pm
2. Wednesday- Malcolm X at the Capitol, 6pm
3. Thursday- Call-A-Thon, 5pm
4. Warren Co. Day Treatment Presentation, 1pm

5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. If we have speakers, please stay off your phone. 
ii. The board meeting went well on Friday. The housing renderings were released, and we have been getting student feedback. 
iii. Rally for Higher Ed is on Thursday. If you want to go and did not receive a text, please text me. 
iv. The intramural basketball team tied against KA’s B team last night. Shout out Senator Vietze.
v. The Strategic Plan Implementation committee will be doing an open forum on March 11th. 
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i. No report. 
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon 
i. We are grading Org Aid applications tonight. 
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. We have one out of 48 dental vouchers left this semester. 
ii. We have no ID vouchers left. 
iii. Over 20 of our calculators are rented out. 
iv. Last semester they recieved 821 donations for the Swipe-It-Forward program! 
v. Swipe-It-Forward will continue this semester. 
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins 
i. Stoles will be on their way soon.
ii. Swipe-It-Forward will be promoted to students.
iii. Pace, the artist on one side of the columns, stated she was thankful for the opportunity SGA gave her. 
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple 
i. Do not forget about your February office hours. 
ii. I sent out the February Senator of the Month form. 
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. No report. 
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. This semester we reviewed 9 pieces of legislation. 
b. Bylaw Review Committee: Caden Lucas
i. Resolution on Unfinished Business. 
c. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. Senator Petruska and I met with the Preston Center. We have some fun plans for the future. 
ii. We are tabling for scholarships tomorrow. Please continue to sign up to volunteer. 
d. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. We sent in the information to get plaques for the Professor of the Month. 
ii. Be on the lookout for bills.
e. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. Our housing recommendation form will be out soon.
ii. Senator Humble is working on a bill for a clothes closet. 
f. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. We are presenting a bill today. 
ii. We meet on Tuesdays at 4pm. 
g. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. We are presenting a bill today. 
h. Campus Safety and Security: Veronica Butler
i. We met this past Thursday with our campus partners. We had a very productive meeting, and we are looking forward to getting the ball rolling. 
i. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i. Senator Terry is presenting a bill today. Props to him for seeing a need and filling it. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Sophie Stirling
i. Election Codes were emailed to you. 
ii. Elections- April 13th 7pm to April 15th 7pm. 
iii. Reveal party- following the closure of the election at 7pm in the chambers. 
iv. Code meetings- March 31st and April 2nd at 5pm
v. Election Codes- due on April 3rd. 
· Election Codes were approved unanimously by a voice vote.
b. Swearing In: Sophie Stirling
i. N/A
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1.  Our meeting will be next month. 
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. Meeting next Friday about potential compensation options for Master Plan mentors. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price, Sydney Rettig
1. No report. 
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. The first meeting is on the 4th. 
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1. No report. 
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: Senator Adigoju
1. No report. 
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. Meeting next week. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. No report. 
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. No report. 
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
Bill 3-26-S. Funding for the STEMPOWERMENT and SGA Uno Tournament Fundraiser
· Amended by Senator Ismail to include Senator Ekripo as an author and the Community Relations Committee as a sponsor. 
· Amended by Senator Ismail to have new accurate prices for Uno Cards. 
· Presented by Senator Ismail, the Vice President of STEMPOWER, and Senator Ekirpo.
· Senator Humble asked how many members this organization has. 
· Senator Ismail answered 50. 
· Senator Marshall spoke in affirmation that he says he admires Jade’s hard work. 
· Senator Humble spoke in affirmation that he loves how detailed Jade was with this bill. 
· Senator Barker yielded to question
· Approved by Senator Ismail.
· Senator Barker asked if they applied for Org Aid in the fall.
· Senator Ismail answered yes. 
· No negation.
· Voice Vote.
· Unanimous Yes. 
Resolution 2-26-S. Resolution to Support the Repeal of the Previous Set of SGA Bylaws and Adopt the Amended Executive and Legislative Bylaws
· Presented by the Bylaw Review Committee.
· If approved, this motion will abolish the previous set of bylaws and establish new ones. 
· Amended by Senator Lucas to add Section 5.3.3 to the Stages of Proposed Legislation. 
· Voice Vote.
· Unanimous Yes. 
· Amended by Senator Lucas to replace Section 5.3.6 to simply the process of writing bills that request money. 
· Senator Tucker stated that the amendments to the Bylaws align them with our current procedures. 
· Voice Vote. 
· Unanimous Yes. 
· Speaker of the Senate questioned if the Bylaws go into effect immediately 
· Senator Lucas stated yes. 
· Voice Vote. 
· Unanimous Yes.
Bill 4-26-S. Funding for SGA Period Baskets
· Presented by Senator Rettig. 
· Senator Tucker asked if we could return to the cost analysis slide. 
· Senator Powell asked how we will monitor students not taking the whole stash. 
· Senator Rettig answered that the people who are taking them need them and that the means justify. 
· Senator Humble asked similarly to the Steak and Shake seasoning that there might be people who take advantage of it. 
· Senator Rettig answered the machines now allow you to take as many, so it is a similar situation.
· Senator Tucker asked if these baskets would go into the restrooms that have the go with the flow machines. 
· Senator Rettig answered that they would be placed where there is a need. 
· Senator Tucker asked if Senator Rettig had been in communication with the Food Pantry. 
· Senator Rettig answered yes. 
· Senator Barker asked if these machines are refillable. 
· Senator Rettig answered yes. 
· Senator Barker asked for clarification on why we are not refilling the machines. 
· Senator Rettig clarified by going over the cost analysis. 
· Senator Phelps asked if Senator Rettig had done in-house research on this topic. 
· Senator Rettig answered that yes; she was in talks with the University Libraries about how fast their supply runs out. 
· [bookmark: _Int_65O5WpY9]Senator Butler asked if this was an interim measure before we establish more machines. 
· Senator Rettig stated yes, 
· Senator Petruska asked for Point of Information from CFO Gerdon on how much is left in the senate’s discretionary
· Senator Lee spoke in affirmation on this bill stating that a period is a human need and that hopefully this will show WKU where students have a need. 
· [bookmark: _Int_QIK3OTNX]Senator Marshall stated that this is an opportunity to be for the students. 
· Senator Tucker spoke in affirmation that Senator Rettig presented this bill well and that the machines take a long time, so this is a good solution for right now. 
· Senator Humble yielded to question.
· Approved by Senator Rettig.
· [bookmark: _Int_cmLbLl8K]Senator Humble asked to confirm the amount of pads and tampons and storage. He also asked to clarify the “nooks and crannies” Senator Rettig referred to in her presentation. 
· Senator Rettig answered that the Preston Center does not have a large budget, and the programs in place are small. Senator Rettig stated that the “nooks and crannies” are places scattered throughout campus. 
· Senator Barker spoke in affirmation that this is a great piece of legislation. He also stated that this would be a great opportunity to work with how we distribute the pads and tampons. 
· No speeches in negation. 
· Voice Vote. 
· Unanimous Yes. 

Bill 5-26-S. Funding for SGA International Women’s Day Tabling Event
· Presented by Senator Powell, Senator Butler, and Senator Harvey. 
· No question. 
· No speeches of affirmation or negation. 
· Voice Vote. 
· Unanimous Yes.

Bill 26-25-F. A Bill to Fund New Ping Pong Paddles and Balls for the Zacharias Hall Recreation Room
· Presented by Senator Terry. 
· Senator Humble asked if Meredith Hall has a recreation room. 
· Senator Smith answered no. 
· Senator VanRude spoke in affirmation that he will most likely be an RA in Zacharias and is excited about the new paddles. 
· Senator Barker spoke in affirmation of the work done on this bill and the impact it will have. 
· Senator Smith spoke in affirmation of how he lives in Zacharias currently, and there is a need for these resources. 
· No negation. 
· Voice Vote.
· Unanimous Yes. 

9. New Business
Resolution 3-26-S. Resolution to Support More Bicycle Racks on Campus
10. Announcements
a. Chief Justice Stirling stated to pick up Election Code packets. 
b. Rash stated that he sent an email to the students attending Rally for Higher Education. 
c. Speaker Whipple stated to make sure you are actively voting in meetings. 
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Barker made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Bailey. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 





First Reading: 2/17/2026
 Second Reading:
 Pass:
 Fail:
 Other:
 
Bill 3-26-S. Funding for the STEMPOWERMENT and SGA Uno Tournament Fundraiser
 
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $207.80 for facility rental and event materials in support of a student-led campus fundraiser and research support initiative.
 
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
 
WHEREAS: 	The funds will be allocated for the reservation of DSU Rooms 3023, 3024, and 3025, which will be merged for a projected three-hour event from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM at a rate of $20.00 per room per hour totalling $180.00, and
 
WHEREAS: 	An additional $27.80 of the total allocation will be used to purchase four Uno card decks necessary to facilitate tournament play, and
 
WHEREAS:	The event will be capped at 200 participants with an entry fee of $1.00 per player. Players will get an opportunity to re-enter the tournament for a price of $2.00 for the 1st time, $2.00 for the 2nd, and $3.00 for the 3rd re-entry, and
 
WHEREAS: 	STEMPOWERMENT will serve as the primary collaborating organization alongside the Student Government Association and will partner with additional campus organizations to provide rewards for the top three winners, and
 
WHEREAS: 	Proceeds generated from this fundraiser will support Ogden College research experiences for undergraduates and contribute to a travel fund that enables students to obtain authentic field experience and further their educational and professional prospects.
 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $207.80 for the reservation of DSU 3023–3025 and the purchase of tournament materials to support the STEMPOWERMENT and SGA Uno Tournament Fundraiser.
 
AUTHORS:		Jade Ismail, Chair of the Action & Opportunity Committee
SPONSORS:		Action & Opportunity Committee
CONTACTS:		Lindsey Houchin, Advisor of STEMPOWERMENT
            lindsey.houchin@wku.edu 
 
 
 



First Reading:	2/17/2026	
Second Reading:	
Pass:	
Fail: 		
Other:
 
Resolution 2-26-S. Resolution to Support the Repeal of the Previous Set of SGA Bylaws and Adopt the Amended Executive and Legislative Bylaws
 
PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to  
support the repeal of the previously adopted Executive and Legislative Bylaws of the Student Government Association and to adopt a newly amended set of bylaws to govern the procedures, operations, and functions of the Student Government Association.
 
WHEREAS:	The Constitution of the Student Government Association authorizes the Senate to adopt bylaws governing its internal procedures and operations, and
WHEREAS:	The standing Bylaws contain numerous measures, phrases, and regulations that no longer reflect the practices and operations of the Student Government Association, prompting revision, and
 
WHEREAS:	The proposed amended Executive and Legislative Bylaws were duly reviewed and revised by the Bylaws Review Committee and presented to the Student Senate in accordance with the amendment procedures outlined in the SGA Bylaws and Constitution, and
 
WHEREAS:	It is necessary to formally abolish the previously adopted bylaws to avoid conflict, confusion, or duplication between governing documents, 
 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky 
University will support the repeal of all previously adopted Executive and Legislative Bylaws of the Student Government Association, and adopts the Executive and Legislative Bylaws of the Student Government Association, as amended February 2026, as the sole and governing bylaws of the Student Government Association, effective immediately upon final approval pursuant to the SGA Constitution.
 
AUTHORS:		Caden Lucas, Junior Senator
            Amelia Tucker, Senator-at-Large
            Evan Tuck, Senator-at-Large
            Eli Carter, Junior Senator
            Andrew Adegoju, Graduate Senator
            Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
            Veronica Butler, Senator-at-Large
 
SPONSORS:		Bylaws Review Committee
 
 



First Reading: 2/17/2026
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other:
 
Bill 4-26-S. Funding for SGA Period Baskets 
 
PURPOSE:                For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $756.06 for the SGA Period Baskets, and
 
WHEREAS: 	The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
 
WHEREAS:      	The baskets will be placed in Chandler Hall, Potter College, and DSU,with the potential for more buildings to be approved were the Free the Flow machines are not already installed, and
 
WHEREAS:        	This will be a cost effective way to get many more products, have them placed in high-traffic buildings around campus, eliminate initial start-up costs associated with Free the Flow machines, and ensure students have access to high-quality and long-lasting period products, and 
 
WHEREAS:         	The funds allocated from this bill will purchase 8 packs of Tampons ($22.88 each pack; 100 count), 8 additional packs of Tampons ($21.99 each pack, 100 count), 8 packs of pads ($26.91 each pack, 84 count), 6 additional packs of pads ($26.97 each pack; 108 count), and 2 packs of 6-each Multicolored baskets ($10.00), and
 
WHEREAS:              This initiative will help students have access to personal hygiene products quickly and discretely by bringing them directly to students,
 
THEREFORE:          Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $756.06 for the purchase of items for the SGA Period baskets. 
 
AUTHORS:   	Sydney Rettig, Transfer Senator
SPONSORS:             Action and Opportunity Committee 
            Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee
 
Contacts:                  Meygan Oliver, Operations and Events Coordinator DSU meygan.oliver@wku.edu
 First Reading: 2/17/2026
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other:
 
Bill 5-26-S. Funding for SGA International Women’s Day Tabling Event
 
PURPOSE:                For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $492.98 for the SGA International Women’s Day Tabling Event.
 
WHEREAS: 	The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
 
WHEREAS:              SGA is committed to celebrating and uplifting all WKU students. In recognition of Women’s History Month (March 1-31) and International Women’s Day (March 8), SGA will hold a day of tabling to invite students to reflect on impactful women in WKU history and in their lives, and
 
WHEREAS:              The allocated funds will be used to purchase 100 yards of purple satin ribbon for $9.99,  800 pieces of button pin supplies for $32.99, and 450 flowers from the WKU Floral Design Department for $450, and
 
WHEREAS:              These supplies will be used to make domestic violence awareness ribbons and SGA International Women’s Day buttons, as well as flowers to be distributed to students. Tabling will also include a whiteboard with an interactive question: “Who is a woman that inspires you?”, and
 
WHEREAS:              Tabling will take place at DSU (or Centennial Mall, pending weather) on Monday, March 9, from 11:00 am-3 pm, and
 
THEREFORE:          Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $492.98 for the purchase of items for the SGA International Women’s Day Tabling Event.
 
AUTHORS:   	Veronica Butler, Senator At-Large
            	Karlee Powell, Gordon Ford College of Business Senator
            Vanessa Ocampo, Senior Senator
            Miles Harvey, Senator At-Large
 
SPONSORS: 	Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee
            Action and Opportunity Committee
 


First Reading:     2/17/2026        	
Second Reading:         
Pass:
Fail:                               
Bill 26-25-F. A Bill to Fund New Ping Pong Paddles and Balls for the Zacharias Hall Recreation Room
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $75.98 to purchase new ping pong paddles and balls for the Zacharias Hall Recreation Room.
WHEREAS:              The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: 	The Zacharias Hall Recreation Room serves as a central hub for student interaction, relaxation, and recreation, fostering engagement and community among students, and
WHEREAS: 	The current ping pong equipment is outdated and in poor condition, which limits student enjoyment and participation, and
WHEREAS: 	Replacing the paddles and balls will enhance the overall student experience and encourage friendly competition and social connection in Zacharias Hall, and
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $75.98 for the purchase of new ping pong paddles and balls for the Zacharias Hall Recreation Room.
AUTHORS:   	Landon Terry, Freshman Senator
CONTACTS: 	Mitchell Bumpus, Residence Hall Director - mitchell.bumpus@wku.edu




First Reading: 2/24/2026
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 3-26-S. Resolution to Support More Bicycle Racks on Campus
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
Support the Installation and Updated Mapping of more Bicycle Racks across campus.
WHEREAS: Bicycles, scooters, and other forms of wheeled transportation are often utilized by the WKU community for commutes to and around campus, and
WHEREAS: WKU has made prior efforts to install bicycle racks across campus to promote safe biking, healthy habits, and sustainable transportation. However, with constant campus upgrades and construction projects, recent additions have not taken place, and
WHEREAS: The lack of bicycle racks in front of campus buildings, such as Grise Hall, leads to students, faculty, staff, and other members of the WKU community utilizing unconventional methods for securing their belongings, such as locking scooters to handrails. These methods can often obstruct access to buildings or accessibility routes, and
WHEREAS: WKU has previously published the locations of bicycle racks across campus, but has since not updated these locations, leading to confusion for students who depend on these resources to make informed decisions, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University supports the Installation and Updated Mapping of more Bicycle Racks across campus.
AUTHORS: Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
Veronica Butler, Senator-At-Large
Miles Harvey, Senator-At-Large
SPONSORS: Enrollment and Student Experience Committee
Campus Safety and Security Committee
Campus Improvements and Sustainability Committee
Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee
Legislative Operations Committee
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