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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Nineteenth Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, February 17th, 2026
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on February 17th, 2026, at 5:01PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Derryberry
ii. Senator Reineck
c. [bookmark: _Int_HeWRA8Gg]Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved. 
4. Guest and Student Speakers
a. N/A
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. The SGA intramural team lost last night. 
ii. Congratulations to Malachi for Coming Home 1st Runner Up!
iii. The Rally for Higher Ed is next Thursday. I will resend the form later. If you need a class excuse, Rash will send one. 
iv. If you want to play me in ping pong, I will “spank” you.
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i. I met with Student Life yesterday.
ii. I saw Normal and Regents yesterday and they are making progress. 
iii. We already have 10 applicants for scholarships. 
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon 
i. Applications for Org Aid are due Friday. 
ii. If everything passes on the doc, we will have spent $5,088. 
iii. Keep having the exact dollar amount on bills.  
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. We are moving exec meetings to Wednesdays, so feel free to use the boardroom after the senate meetings. 
ii. We have vouchers for dental, transcript, id, calculators, umbrellas, and hammocks. Let people know what we have. 
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins 
i. The order is in for stoles. 
ii. Send me videos ideas. If you are interested in being in a video, let me know!
iii. The column is done and we will have two special guests next week in my report. 
iv. Two artists ended up backing out the last minute, so we will turn their sides into a chalk wall. 
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple 
i. February Office hours are due soon.
ii. Expect to see Exec members at your committee meetings. 
iii. Great work on your bills!
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. No report. 
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. Good job on all the bills that have come through LOC. Keep up the good work. 
ii. [bookmark: _Int_fJb9VULj]Thank you for your patience on the changes.
b. Bylaw Review Committee: Caden Lucas
i. Bylaws have been given to you. 
ii. There were changes that needed to be made to update the bylaws to reflect the current workings of our SGA. 
iii. Thank you to the Bylaws Committee.
iv. Please review the Bylaws and if you have any questions, please let me know. 
v. The voting will work very similarly to the budget. If the bill is passed, it will demolish the current bylaws and put the new bylaws in place. 
c. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. Scholarship tabling has officially started. Please sign up to help table. The number one thing you can do is help us spread the word. 
ii. We have been working closely with Veronica’s committee on future legislation. 
d. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. [bookmark: _Int_5xA0oiGj][bookmark: _Int_Jaw2zYw2][bookmark: _Int_9yneuDmk]We went the majority of our meeting today going over the professor of the month.
ii. We had over 40 responses.
e. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. Thank you for reaching out to us to collaborate. 
ii. Join us after the Senate meeting. 
f. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. I met with Dean Brown about increasing research opportunities and more. 
ii. We have a bill in new business. If your committee wants to help out, please reach out to me.
g. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. We have a bill in new business. 
ii. We are working on a consistent time to meet each week. 
iii. Fill out the form to give your recommendations to the counseling center. 
h. Campus Safety and Security: Veronica Butler
i. We will be meeting with our campus partners on Thursday at 5pm. 
ii. What can you do to be safe on campus? Sign up for WKU Alerts!
i. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i. Currently our committee is collaborating with Jade on the UNO tournament. 
ii. We are working on bills to replace things on campus. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Sophie Stirling
i. Elections April 13th 7pm to April 15th 7pm. 
ii. Reveal party following the closure of the election at 7 in the chambers. 
iii. Code meetings March 31st and April 2nd at 5pm
iv. JC is almost finished on Election Codes. We will be voting on them soon. 
v. Election Codes will be due on April 3rd. 
vi. Submit your excuses 24 hours before your absence. 
b. Swearing In: Sophie Stirling
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1.  We met today and discussed AI. 
2. Our next meeting is on March 24th. 
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. No report. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price, Sydney Rettig
1. The meeting is tomorrow. 
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. Waiting on Ms. Clark to send schedule. 
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: Senator Adigoju
1. We met last Thursday and discussed Psychology classes. 
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. No report. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. No report. 
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. No report. 
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
Resolution 7-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Additional Handicapped-Accessible Restrooms and/or Stalls in Grise Hall
· Presented by Senator Carter
· Motion to amend bill to remove Peggy Crowe as contact and add Andrew Rash by Senator Carter
· No question. 
· Senator Tucker spoke in affirmation about how she is proud of how this resolution meets the needs of students. 
· No negation. 
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Bill 2-26-S. Funding for the implementation of a CPR Certification Voucher Program by the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University, in partnership with the Area Health Education Center’s WKU CPR Training Center.
· Presented by Senator Tucker
· Senator Humble asked if there were any other certifications that they offer. 
· Senator Tucker answered that these are the ones student seek out the most. 
· Senator Lun asked how students get the vouchers. 
· Point of Information to COS Yelton. She stated that they come to the desk and they fill out a form with their name and 800 #. The offices they are going to are aware of the form and know how many they should expect. 
· Senator Ismail asked for high demand vouchers if it is a first come serve basis. 
· COS Yelton answered yes. They are all limited and first come first serve. 
· Senator Powell spoke in affirmation on she is proud of Senator Tucker’s hard work and dedication towards meeting the needs of our students. 
· Senator Barker spoke in affirmation that this bill perfectly intersects what SGA means to students and for the safety of our campus. 
· Senator Lucas spoke in affirmation that he is glad that SGA is bringing awareness to this resource and expands SGA’s outreach. 
· No negation. 
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
9. New Business
Bill 3-26-S. Funding for the STEMPOWERMENT and SGA Uno Tournament Fundraiser
Resolution 2-26-S. Resolution to Support the Repeal of the Previous Set of SGA Bylaws and Adopt the Amended Executive and Legislative Bylaws
Bill 4-26-S. Funding for SGA Period Baskets
Bill 5-26-S. Funding for SGA International Women’s Day Tabling Event
Bill 26-25-F. A Bill to Fund New Ping Pong Paddles and Balls for the Zacharias Hall Recreation Room
10. Announcements
a. Senator Marshall announced that Trivia Night is tomorrow night!
b.  Senator Terry announced that a Steak and Shake employee talked to him about the seasoning, and it's still there you must ask for it. 
c. [bookmark: _Int_KmMt5dhK]Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc. is hosting an event for Black History Month this Friday. 
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Barker made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Bailey. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 





First Reading: 11/25/2025
Second Reading: 12/2/2025
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 7-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Additional Handicapped-Accessible Restrooms and/or Stalls in Grise Hall
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to support the installation of additional handicapped-accessible restrooms and stalls in Grise Hall.
WHEREAS: Grise Hall sees thousands of students daily and currently lacks sufficient handicapped-accessible restroom facilities to serve its population, and
WHEREAS: Students with disabilities cannot easily access basic restroom facilities with adequate accommodations in Grise Hall, creating immediate barriers to learning and campus participation for those students, and
WHEREAS: The ADA mandates sufficient accessible facilities. Current capacity in Grise Hall fails to meet this requirement, and
WHEREAS: Students have made it clear to several Senators that Grise Hall is in need of more accessible restrooms, and
WHEREAS: Adding additional handicapped-accessible facilities is a direct solution that removes barriers for students with disabilities and helps create a campus that is suitable for all Hilltoppers, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will support the installation of additional handicapped-accessible restrooms and stalls in Grise Hall.
AUTHORS: Eli Carter, Junior Senator
Evan Tuck, Senator At-Large
Amelia Tucker, Senator At-Large
SPONSORS: Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: Peggy Crowe, SARC Director



First Reading: 2/10/2026 Second Reading: Pass: Fail: Other:
Bill 2-26-S. Funding for the implementation of a CPR Certification Voucher Program by the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University, in partnership with the Area Health Education Center’s WKU CPR Training Center.
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $450.00 for the implementation of a CPR Certification Voucher Program in partnership with the Area Health Education Center’s WKU CPR Training Center.
WHEREAS: The money will come from the legislative discretionary fund, and
WHEREAS: The College of Health and Human Services’ Area Health Education Center (AHEC) has a CPR Training Center housed within its programming, but this is a resource many students are unaware of, and
WHEREAS: Students within majors and departments related to healthcare fields are often required to obtain a Basic Life Support (BLS) CPR certification and are typically responsible for funding these themselves, and
WHEREAS: A general Heart Saver CPR certification is beneficial not only for healthcare students, but also increases campus safety by ensuring more individuals are capable of providing lifesaving emergency care, and
WHEREAS: Heart Saver and BLS training through AHEC is offered at the standing rate of $70.00 and $80.00, respectively, per certification through the American Heart Association, and
WHEREAS: A voucher program, similar to the existing Dental Voucher Program, would allow 3 students to receive Heart Saver CPR certifications and 3 pre-professional medical students to receive BLS certifications at no personal cost, making 6 vouchers total, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $450.00 for the implementation of a CPR Certification Voucher Program in partnership with the Area Health Education Center’s WKU CPR Training Center.
AUTHORS: Amelia Tucker, Senator-At-Large
SPONSORS: Campus Safety and Security Committee Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: Gerita Cook – WKU Area Health Education Center CPR Training Center Coordinator gerita.cook@wku.edu



First Reading: 2/17/2026
 Second Reading:
 Pass:
 Fail:
 Other:
 
Bill 3-26-S. Funding for the STEMPOWERMENT and SGA Uno Tournament Fundraiser
 
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $207.80 for facility rental and event materials in support of a student-led campus fundraiser and research support initiative.
 
WHEREAS: 		The money will come from Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
 
WHEREAS: 	The funds will be allocated for the reservation of DSU Rooms 3023, 3024, and 3025, which will be merged for a projected three-hour event from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM at a rate of $20.00 per room per hour totalling $180.00, and
 
WHEREAS: 	An additional $27.80 of the total allocation will be used to purchase four Uno card decks necessary to facilitate tournament play, and
 
WHEREAS:	The event will be capped at 200 participants with an entry fee of $1.00 per player. Players will get an opportunity to re-enter the tournament for a price of $2.00 for the 1st time, $2.00 for the 2nd, and $3.00 for the 3rd re-entry, and
 
WHEREAS: 	STEMPOWERMENT will serve as the primary collaborating organization alongside the Student Government Association and will partner with additional campus organizations to provide rewards for the top three winners, and
 
WHEREAS: 	Proceeds generated from this fundraiser will support Ogden College research experiences for undergraduates and contribute to a travel fund that enables students to obtain authentic field experience and further their educational and professional prospects.
 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $207.80 for the reservation of DSU 3023–3025 and the purchase of tournament materials to support the STEMPOWERMENT and SGA Uno Tournament Fundraiser.
 
AUTHORS:		Jade Ismail, Chair of the Action & Opportunity Committee
SPONSORS:		Action & Opportunity Committee
CONTACTS:		Lindsey Houchin, Advisor of STEMPOWERMENT
            lindsey.houchin@wku.edu 
 
 
 



First Reading:	2/17/2026	
Second Reading:	
Pass:	
Fail: 		
Other:
 
Resolution 2-26-S. Resolution to Support the Repeal of the Previous Set of SGA Bylaws and Adopt the Amended Executive and Legislative Bylaws
 
PURPOSE: 		For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to  
support the repeal of the previously adopted Executive and Legislative Bylaws of the Student Government Association and to adopt a newly amended set of bylaws to govern the procedures, operations, and functions of the Student Government Association.
 
WHEREAS:	The Constitution of the Student Government Association authorizes the Senate to adopt bylaws governing its internal procedures and operations, and
WHEREAS:	The standing Bylaws contain numerous measures, phrases, and regulations that no longer reflect the practices and operations of the Student Government Association, prompting revision, and
 
WHEREAS:	The proposed amended Executive and Legislative Bylaws were duly reviewed and revised by the Bylaws Review Committee and presented to the Student Senate in accordance with the amendment procedures outlined in the SGA Bylaws and Constitution, and
 
WHEREAS:	It is necessary to formally abolish the previously adopted bylaws to avoid conflict, confusion, or duplication between governing documents, 
 
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky 
University will support the repeal of all previously adopted Executive and Legislative Bylaws of the Student Government Association, and adopts the Executive and Legislative Bylaws of the Student Government Association, as amended February 2026, as the sole and governing bylaws of the Student Government Association, effective immediately upon final approval pursuant to the SGA Constitution.
 
AUTHORS:		Caden Lucas, Junior Senator
            Amelia Tucker, Senator-at-Large
            Evan Tuck, Senator-at-Large
            Eli Carter, Junior Senator
            Andrew Adegoju, Graduate Senator
            Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
            Veronica Butler, Senator-at-Large
 
SPONSORS:		Bylaws Review Committee
 
 



First Reading: 2/17/2026
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other:
 
Bill 4-26-S. Funding for SGA Period Baskets 
 
PURPOSE:                For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $756.06 for the SGA Period Baskets, and
 
WHEREAS: 	The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
 
WHEREAS:      	The baskets will be placed in Chandler Hall, Potter College, and DSU,with the potential for more buildings to be approved were the Free the Flow machines are not already installed, and
 
WHEREAS:        	This will be a cost effective way to get many more products, have them placed in high-traffic buildings around campus, eliminate initial start-up costs associated with Free the Flow machines, and ensure students have access to high-quality and long-lasting period products, and 
 
WHEREAS:         	The funds allocated from this bill will purchase 8 packs of Tampons ($22.88 each pack; 100 count), 8 additional packs of Tampons ($21.99 each pack, 100 count), 8 packs of pads ($26.91 each pack, 84 count), 6 additional packs of pads ($26.97 each pack; 108 count), and 2 packs of 6-each Multicolored baskets ($10.00), and
 
WHEREAS:              This initiative will help students have access to personal hygiene products quickly and discretely by bringing them directly to students,
 
THEREFORE:          Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $756.06 for the purchase of items for the SGA Period baskets. 
 
AUTHORS:   	Sydney Rettig, Transfer Senator
SPONSORS:             Action and Opportunity Committee 
            Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee
 
Contacts:                  Meygan Oliver, Operations and Events Coordinator DSU meygan.oliver@wku.edu
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First Reading: 2/17/2026
Second Reading: 
Pass: 
Fail:
Other:
 
Bill 5-26-S. Funding for SGA International Women’s Day Tabling Event
 
PURPOSE:                For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $492.98 for the SGA International Women’s Day Tabling Event.
 
WHEREAS: 	The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
 
WHEREAS:              SGA is committed to celebrating and uplifting all WKU students. In recognition of Women’s History Month (March 1-31) and International Women’s Day (March 8), SGA will hold a day of tabling to invite students to reflect on impactful women in WKU history and in their lives, and
 
WHEREAS:              The allocated funds will be used to purchase 100 yards of purple satin ribbon for $9.99,  800 pieces of button pin supplies for $32.99, and 450 flowers from the WKU Floral Design Department for $450, and
 
WHEREAS:              These supplies will be used to make domestic violence awareness ribbons and SGA International Women’s Day buttons, as well as flowers to be distributed to students. Tabling will also include a whiteboard with an interactive question: “Who is a woman that inspires you?”, and
 
WHEREAS:              Tabling will take place at DSU (or Centennial Mall, pending weather) on Monday, March 9, from 11:00 am-3 pm, and
 
THEREFORE:          Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $492.98 for the purchase of items for the SGA International Women’s Day Tabling Event.
 
AUTHORS:   	Veronica Butler, Senator At-Large
            Karlee Powell, Gordon Ford College of Business Senator
            Vanessa Ocampo, Senior Senator
            Miles Harvey, Senator At-Large
 
SPONSORS: 	Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee
            Action and Opportunity Committee
 
 



First Reading:     2/17/2026        	
Second Reading:         
Pass:
Fail:                               
Bill 26-25-F. A Bill to Fund New Ping Pong Paddles and Balls for the Zacharias Hall Recreation Room
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $75.98 to purchase new ping pong paddles and balls for the Zacharias Hall Recreation Room.
WHEREAS:              The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: 	The Zacharias Hall Recreation Room serves as a central hub for student interaction, relaxation, and recreation, fostering engagement and community among students, and
WHEREAS: 	The current ping pong equipment is outdated and in poor condition, which limits student enjoyment and participation, and
WHEREAS: 	Replacing the paddles and balls will enhance the overall student experience and encourage friendly competition and social connection in Zacharias Hall, and
THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $75.98 for the purchase of new ping pong paddles and balls for the Zacharias Hall Recreation Room.
AUTHORS:   	Landon Terry, Freshman Senator
CONTACTS: 	Mitchell Bumpus, Residence Hall Director - mitchell.bumpus@wku.edu
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