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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Seventeenth Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, February 10th, 2026
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on February 10th, 2026, at 5:02 PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Adigoju
ii. Senator Carter 
iii. Senator Derryberry
iv. Senator Fasolt
v. Senator Lee
vi. Senator Price 
vii. Senator Rettig
c. [bookmark: _Int_HeWRA8Gg]Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved.
4. Guest and Student Speakers
i. WKU Restaurant Group- The Director of Marketing, Food and Services Director, WKU Dietician, and Dr. Laroche. 
1. [bookmark: _Int_zawdUUlP]What makes WKU food services unique to other campuses? Local partners, our Sustainability Coordinator, a number of national brands, the meal plans we offer, Hilltopper Nutrition, events on campus like Market Avenue and Valentine’s Day event in Fresh, we will open every station in Fresh regardless of revenue.
2. What is the number one thing students can do to support the work of food service employees? Have conversations, let us know when things are working and when they are not, tell our employees thank you, “We can’t fix it if we don’t know” 
3. There are between 600-700 transactions at Moes and Panda and 1800 at Chick fila. 60,000 meals served on campus a week.
4. Ever since Steak and Shake got rid of their seasoning, they have gone downhill. Is there a way we could get it back or replace the restaurant? Senator VanRude spoke on his experience with Steak and Shake. The Food and Services Director said she will speak with the manager to work on getting the seasoning. 
5. What do you consider the number one strength and weakness of WKU Restaurant Group? Our strength is our people- they are good at their jobs and care about students. Another is our resources that we can pull from AirMark and we do research on food trends. 
6. Can we get Subway to switch from in person ordering in the evening to online ordering? That is definitely something we can look into and a conversation we can have. Senator Humble and Senator VanRude spoke on how the long lines at night and how Grub Hub makes it easier. 
7. Can we have Steak and Shake open on Sunday evenings since Chick-fil-A is closed?  This is something we can look into, but it may be a staffing issue. 
8. What is something the restaurant group does that you wish students knew about? Our events that we host across campus. 
9. [bookmark: _Int_UDnzZ2cP]Senator Martin asked if Donatos is still available. They answered that yes, but our off-campus partners have the ability to turn off student orders if they are too busy/ for other reasons too. 
10. Senator Humble asked if the Spicy Chick-fil-A sandwich could be a meal swipe option. They answered that it's not a nutrition aspect and that national brands have control over what is on their meal swipe options. 
11. Senator Ismail stated that she loves events like Fresh Giving and wants to reach out about collaborating on events and tabling. 
12. [bookmark: _Int_H52PuC00]President Robinson asked what our organization could do to best support the restaurant group. They stated to communicate with them and be their partners. 
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. [bookmark: _Int_rkOUok8R]Shout out to our intramural basketball team for winning last night!
ii. Good work to everyone who attended SGLA! Congratulations to Jaden Marshall for being named one of the Executive Chairs for SGLA 2027. 
iii. Please look at the “Our Students” section of the current strategic plan. I am currently the only student on the committee and would like to get your thoughts. 
iv. The Exec is meeting with Caboni tomorrow. 
v. I am one of the voices for deciding on the concert for next year, so please send me recommendations.
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i. Scholarships are live under the scholarship tab on the website. 
ii. You can apply for them! I encourage you to!
iii. They are due April 3rd at 5pm.
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon 
i. We are in the same spot for legislative discretionary as last week. 
ii. Write some good bills!
iii. Org aid applications are live. 
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. The office leak is fixed!
ii. I have a meeting tomorrow to plan the banquet. 
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins 
i. Stoles are in the process.  
ii. Shoutout Miles for the awesome Super Bowl event. 
iii. Send me ideas for videos!
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple 
i. Don’t forget about office hours. 
ii. We will be voting for the senator of the month soon.
iii. At least one bill this semester. 
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. Send me your committee meeting minutes! I have not received any for a couple of committees this semester.  
ii. GFCB Ambassador Applications are due March first! If you are interested, reach out to me! 
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. [bookmark: _Int_niCH4WCs] Meetings are Mondays at 5pm. 
ii. I will be sending all legislation to Speaker Whipple. 
iii. Thank you to Senator Tucker for the Winter Welcome Event. 
b. Bylaw Review Committee: Caden Lucas
i. [bookmark: _Int_a2WdOL47] We are meeting after the meeting tonight in the SGA Office. 
ii. We should have new Bylaws in place after the Feb. 27th meeting. 
c. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. We set goals at our last meeting. 
ii. Miles has been in contact with PTS about mental health initiatives in parking garages. 
iii. [bookmark: _Int_hQyxdDa8]Caroline has been in contact about Dental Vouchers. 
iv. Let people know about our scholarships. 
d. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. Professor of the Month form is live. 
ii. We have an Instagram reel going out later this week. 
iii. We are in the beginning stages of working on a March Madness event and Uber vouchers.
e. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. We meet after senate meetings. 
ii. Please reach out to us. 
f. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. We are meeting with the Odgen Dean tomorrow. 
g. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. We have met with the Restaurant Group before. They are working on a lot of initiatives for people with food allergies. 
ii. I would love to have student input regarding the Counseling Center before we meet with the review committee for their restructuring. 
h. Campus Safety and Security: Veronica Butler
i. We are awaiting to hear back from campus sponsors before we meet again. 
ii. I am super excited about the resolution we are presenting today. 
i. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i. Our goals this semester: collaborate with other committees, get more students involved, and collaborate with other campus organizations. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Sophie Stirling
i. Submit your excuses for senate meetings at least 24hrs in advance. 
ii. Elections April 13th 7pm- April 15th 7pm. 
iii. Reveal party following the closure of the election at 7 in the chambers. 
iv. Code meetings March 31st and April 2nd at 5pm
b. Swearing In: Sophie Stirling
c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1. Meeting next Tuesday. 
2. If you have any concerns regarding AI, please let me know. 
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. No report. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price
1. No report.
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. Waiting for Mrs. Clark to return from her leave and send us her schedule. 
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1. We met with Dean Basta about how they are allocating college fees, their fundraising efforts, and their budget and finances. 
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: Senator Adigoju
1. No report. 
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. No report. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. No report. 
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. No report.
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
Resolution 7-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Additional Handicapped-Accessible Restrooms and/or Stalls in Grise Hall
· Motion to table by Senator Lucas
· Seconded by Senator Barker
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
Resolution 8-26-S. Resolution to Reaffirm Campus Safety and Security
· Presented by Senator Thomas, Senator Powell, and Senator Morris
· Senator Ismail questioned if we had thought of having rubber braclets to promote this event. 
· [bookmark: _Int_6jlKsiLz]Senator Powell answered that is a great idea, and we will investigate it. We definitely will have t-shirts. 
· Senator Butler answered that this bill is the introduction and the why to other pieces of legislation that will be presented.
· Senator Tucker spoke in affirmation that the CSASS committee has been working hard in the effort to provide safety and security education to all students and that she is looking forward to what we have in store. 
· Senator Marshall stated that he is in favor of this bill because campus safety is vital. 
· No negation. 
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Vote

9. New Business
Bill 2-26-S. Funding for the implementation of a CPR Certification Voucher Program by the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University, in partnership with the Area Health Education Center’s WKU CPR Training Center.
10. Announcements
a. Senator Harvey announced that if you don’t follow the Bike4Alz account, you need to!
b. Senator Barker announced that the merch for Bike4Alz is live. 
c. Senator Marshall announced that you should support the intramural basketball team. 
d. Senator Bailey announced its Phi Delts’ philanthropy. 
e. Senator Tucker announced if you want free dinner show up to Hillview Heights Church. 
f. President Robinson announced that we are blessed to be join by Rash tonight. 
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Lucas made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Barker. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 6:11 p.m. 





First Reading: 11/25/2025
Second Reading: 12/2/2025
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 7-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Additional Handicapped-Accessible Restrooms and/or Stalls in Grise Hall
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to support the installation of additional handicapped-accessible restrooms and stalls in Grise Hall.
WHEREAS: Grise Hall sees thousands of students daily and currently lacks sufficient handicapped-accessible restroom facilities to serve its population, and
WHEREAS: Students with disabilities cannot easily access basic restroom facilities with adequate accommodations in Grise Hall, creating immediate barriers to learning and campus participation for those students, and
WHEREAS: The ADA mandates sufficient accessible facilities. Current capacity in Grise Hall fails to meet this requirement, and
WHEREAS: Students have made it clear to several Senators that Grise Hall is in need of more accessible restrooms, and
WHEREAS: Adding additional handicapped-accessible facilities is a direct solution that removes barriers for students with disabilities and helps create a campus that is suitable for all Hilltoppers, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will support the installation of additional handicapped-accessible restrooms and stalls in Grise Hall.
AUTHORS: Eli Carter, Junior Senator
Evan Tuck, Senator At-Large
Amelia Tucker, Senator At-Large
SPONSORS: Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: Peggy Crowe, SARC Director



First Reading: 2/3/2026
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 8-26-S. Resolution to Reaffirm Campus Safety and Security
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to reaffirm their commitment to campus safety and security in response to recent tragedies at institutions of higher learning.
WHEREAS: Recent acts of violence at institutions of higher learning, including Kentucky State University and Brown University, have raised significant concerns regarding campus safety and security nationwide, and
WHEREAS: Ensuring the safety and well-being of students, faculty, and staff is a fundamental responsibility of Western Kentucky University, and
WHEREAS: Consistent and visible campus safety messaging promotes awareness of available safety and security procedures, and
WHEREAS: The designation of a WKU Campus Safety and Security Week would serve as an opportunity to educate the campus community on existing resources, emergency protocols, and best practices, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University reaffirms its commitment to campus safety and security in response to recent tragedies at institutions of higher learning and thus recognizes the week of March 30th through April 3rd, 2026 as WKU Campus Safety and Security Week.
AUTHORS: Jacob Thomas, Senior Senator
Karlee Powell, Gordon Ford College of Business Senator
Tyreesha Morris, First Generation Senator
Veronica Butler, Senator at Large
Caden Lucas, Junior Senator
Amelia Tucker, Senator at Large
Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
SPONSORS: Campus Safety and Security Committee
Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: WKU Chief of Police, Mitchell Walker; mitchell.walker@wku.edu Director, Environmental Health & Safety, Dr. David Oliver, david.oliver@wku.edu



First Reading: 2/10/2026 Second Reading: Pass: Fail: Other:
Bill 2-26-S. Funding for the implementation of a CPR Certification Voucher Program by the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University, in partnership with the Area Health Education Center’s WKU CPR Training Center.
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $450.00 for the implementation of a CPR Certification Voucher Program in partnership with the Area Health Education Center’s WKU CPR Training Center.
WHEREAS: The money will come from the legislative discretionary fund, and
WHEREAS: The College of Health and Human Services’ Area Health Education Center (AHEC) has a CPR Training Center housed within its programming, but this is a resource many students are unaware of, and
WHEREAS: Students within majors and departments related to healthcare fields are often required to obtain a Basic Life Support (BLS) CPR certification and are typically responsible for funding these themselves, and
WHEREAS: A general Heart Saver CPR certification is beneficial not only for healthcare students, but also increases campus safety by ensuring more individuals are capable of providing lifesaving emergency care, and
WHEREAS: Heart Saver and BLS training through AHEC is offered at the standing rate of $70.00 and $80.00, respectively, per certification through the American Heart Association, and
WHEREAS: A voucher program, similar to the existing Dental Voucher Program, would allow 3 students to receive Heart Saver CPR certifications and 3 pre-professional medical students to receive BLS certifications at no personal cost, making 6 vouchers total, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $450.00 for the implementation of a CPR Certification Voucher Program in partnership with the Area Health Education Center’s WKU CPR Training Center.
AUTHORS: Amelia Tucker, Senator-At-Large
SPONSORS: Campus Safety and Security Committee Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: Gerita Cook – WKU Area Health Education Center CPR Training Center Coordinator gerita.cook@wku.edu
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