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Senate Meeting Minutes 
Seventeenth Meeting of the Twenty-Fifth Senate - Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on February 3rd, 2026, at 5:03 PM by Speaker of the Senate Hadley Whipple.
2. Roll Call
a. [bookmark: _Int_k2sBFeau][bookmark: _Int_XAzOJXNw]Roll was called by Speaker Whipple.
b. Absences
i. Senator Bailey
c. [bookmark: _Int_HeWRA8Gg]Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved.
4. Guest and Student Speakers
a. Dr. Sara McCaslin
i. Dr. McCaslin represents WKU Libraries and spoke to the Senate about getting the outreach and engagement of students. She stated the more you talk about the usefulness of the libraries to students and faculty to get their buy in. She used the metaphor of librarians being vampires because they must be invited into the classrooms. Additionally, she spoke on how the librarians are here for you. Each academic college has its own librarian that is available through appointment. 
ii. Senator Tucker asked Dr. McCaslin what would be the one thing senators should share in their classrooms. Dr. McCaslin answered that each college has a librarian that is ready to serve them. 
iii. CCO Jenkins asked Dr. McCaslin if she could go back to her college days; what would be the one thing she would want to know. Dr. McCaslin answered that one semester’s GPA does not define you. 
iv. Student Guest Gilespie asked Dr. McCaslin what her favorite book is. Dr. McCaslin answered To Kill a Mockingbird after her grandmother introduced her to. 
v. Senator Humble asked Dr. McCaslin what one change she would make in WKU Libraries. She answered more librarians. In her time here they have gone from 15 librarians to 6. They are currently looking to add more people to their department. 

· Senator Marshall motioned to move out of bylaws. 
· Senator Barker seconded.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Senator Marshall motioned to move Bill 28-26-S. Funding for the Black History Trivia Night in Partnership with Why Knot Us and Black Women of Western from New Business to Unfinished Business.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes
· Senator Marshall motioned to move back into bylaws. 
· Senator Barker seconded. 
5. Officer Reports
a. President: Rush Robinson
i. If you are unable to make a faculty committee meeting, please find someone to fill in.
ii. Appointment of Caden Blakenship to Judicial Council. 
1. No question.
2. Voice Vote
a. Unanimous Yes
iii. Thanks to Senator VanRude we are hosting a Super Bowl watch party this Sunday. 
iv. Tomorrow, we have the Involvement Fair, and we need people to volunteer at 11:00-2:00. 
b. Vice President: Savanna Kurtz
i. All the scholarships have been awarded. 
ii. Spring scholarships will be out soon.
iii. The focus will now be on the Bluegrass scholarship. If you have any connections, let them know about this opportunity. 
iv. If someone has a question about scholarships, please give them my email and not my phone number. 
1. Senator Humble stated that Vice President Kurtz should reach out to the admissions counselors for the Kentucky region. 
c. Chief Financial Officer: Gabriel Jerdon 
i. Org Aid applications are open for the spring. 
ii. Spring Budget Update 
d. Chief of Staff: Maggie Yelton
i. The Spring Banquet is in the works.
ii. The leak in the office will be fixed next week. 
iii. If you need any bill ideas, just ask the desk workers!
iv. We have a lot of stuff in the closet, so check if you need anything. 
e. Chief Communications Officer: Preston Jenkins 
i. Goal for this semester: At minimum post once a week on Instagram. We are going to start posting more reels and more informational videos. 
ii. We are ordering stoles this week. 
iii. The column should be done soon.
iv. [bookmark: _Int_7zBPtX0t]If you have any recommendations for social media accounts, please reach out to me. I love recommendations. 
f. Speaker of the Senate: Hadley Whipple
i. Do not forget about February office hours. Senators need four. 
ii. [bookmark: _Int_9WZm9Hvk]The resources from our retreat in the fall will be resent out this semester. Do your best to have one bill or resolution by the end of the semester. 
g. Secretary of the Senate: Karlee Powell
i. No report. 
6. Committee Reports
a. Legislative Operations Committee: Caden Lucas
i. LOC will meet at 5:30pm on Mondays this semester. 
ii. I served on a panel for the library recently, and they are really looking to get students involved, so keep them in mind!
iii. [bookmark: _Int_Y9gHL12M]Food for Fines wrapped up at the end of last semester. A huge thank you to our partners in Parking and Transportation. Students donated 606 items. PTS were super excited and want to collaborate in the future again. 
iv. Thank you to those who helped deliver the food items. 
v. Shout out to Senator Tucker for the mini food pantries together. 
b. Bylaw Review Committee: Caden Lucas
i. We met on the first week of classes.
ii. We plan to have a new draft of Bylaws by the end of February. 
c. Enrollment and Student Experience: Jakob Barker 
i. Proud of my committee for their work last semester.
ii. [bookmark: _Int_BzDeqNGY]Happy to be back!
d. Outreach and Public Relations: Cayden Bailey 
i. No report. 
e. Campus Improvements and Sustainability: Emily Reinneck 
i. A form for students will be sent out soon.
ii. Pickleball paddles were delivered, so spread the word!
f. Action and Opportunity Committee: Jade Ismail 
i. We meet every Tuesday at 4:00 p.m.
ii. Today we talked about goals for this semester. 
iii. I am meeting with the Dean of Ogden on Wednesday. 
g. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing: Veronica Butler 
i. If you are not a member of SGA, you can still be a part of our committee meetings!
ii. We will meet on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. We are looking to get more campus partners involved.
iii. I am serving as a student voice on the Counseling Center’s restructuring committee. They are looking to find a new location on campus, hiring more counselors, and changing the way they do intake. If you have any thoughts, please share them with me. 
h. Campus Safety and Security: Veronica Butler
i. [bookmark: _Int_u4Uckv2F]We met the first week of class.
ii. We have a lot of exciting things planned for this semester. 
iii. [bookmark: _Int_WlQami6I]We have a bill in New Business. 
iv. We will be meeting tomorrow at 5:00 p.m. 
i. Community Relations: Bradley Wagoner
i. We meet after Senate meetings on Tuesdays. 
ii. Thank you for participating in the snack drive for the Boys and Girls Club. 
iii. If you have any ideas for ways to get involved in the community, please let us know. 
7. Special Orders
a. Judicial Council Report: Sophie Stirling
i. Elections will be in the middle of April. Election dates and code meeting dates will be announced next week. 
ii. Congratulations to Caden!
iii. Appointment of Hannah Hash to Associate Justice. 
1. No question. 
a. Voice Vote
i. Unanimous Yes. 
b. Swearing In: Sophie Stirling

Caden Blakenship, Judicial Council
Hannah Hash, Associate Justice

c. University Committee Reports
i. Committee on Academic Quality: Jaden Marshall
1. We met last week and discussed A.I.’s effect on education. If you have any feedback on A.I., please share it with me. 
2. There will be a possible presentation on A.I. next week.
ii. Master Plan Committee: Maggie Phelps
1. No report. 
iii. University Athletic Committee: Garrett Price
1. No report.
iv. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Evan Tuck, Jaden Marshall, Cayden Bailey
1. No report.
v. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Jakob Barker
1. The last meeting was canceled due to the weather. 
2. Next meeting we will meet with Dean Basta
vi. Graduate Advisory Council: Senator Adigoju
1. No report. 
vii. Colonnade General Education Committee: Caden Lucas
1. No report. 
viii. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Will Derryberry
1. No report. 
ix. Faculty Welfare Committee: Ciin Lun
1. We are working on finishing our faculty survey. It will be sent out by the end of February. 
x. Student Life Foundation: Savanna Kurtz
1. No report.
8. Unfinished Business
Resolution 7-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Additional Handicapped-Accessible Restrooms and/or Stalls in Grise Hall
· Motion to table by Senator Carter
· Seconded by Senator Barker
Bill 28-26-S. Funding for the Black History Trivia Night in Partnership with Why Knot Us and Black Women of Western.
· Amended the name of the bill to say, “and Student Government Association”. 
· Amended the bill to be $65 in total. 
· Presented by Senator Marshall, Senator Rettig, Senator Morris, Senator VanRude, and representatives of Why Knot Us and Black Women of Western. 
· No question.
· [bookmark: _Int_2ENaHpg8]Senator Ismail spoke in affirmation of this bill and thanked the representatives of the organizations visiting for attending the meeting. 
· Senator Tucker spoke in affirmation of this bill and stated she is looking forward to this event. 
· No negation.
· Voice Vote
· Unanimous Yes

9. New Business
Resolution 8-26-S. Resolution to Reaffirm Campus Safety and Security
10. Announcements
a. Senator Tucker announced that the SGA Winter Welcome is next week! 
b. CCO Jenkins announced they are filming the walk to the food pantry on Friday at 12:30
c. President Robinson reminded everyone of the Involvement Fair tomorrow. 
11. Adjournment
a. Senator Tucker made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
b. The motion was seconded by Senator Barker. 
c. The meeting was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 





First Reading: 11/25/2025
Second Reading: 12/2/2025
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 7-25-F. Resolution to Support the Installation of Additional Handicapped-Accessible Restrooms and/or Stalls in Grise Hall
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to support the installation of additional handicapped-accessible restrooms and stalls in Grise Hall.
WHEREAS: Grise Hall sees thousands of students daily and currently lacks sufficient handicapped-accessible restroom facilities to serve its population, and
WHEREAS: Students with disabilities cannot easily access basic restroom facilities with adequate accommodations in Grise Hall, creating immediate barriers to learning and campus participation for those students, and
WHEREAS: The ADA mandates sufficient accessible facilities. Current capacity in Grise Hall fails to meet this requirement, and
WHEREAS: Students have made it clear to several Senators that Grise Hall is in need of more accessible restrooms, and
WHEREAS: Adding additional handicapped-accessible facilities is a direct solution that removes barriers for students with disabilities and helps create a campus that is suitable for all Hilltoppers, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will support the installation of additional handicapped-accessible restrooms and stalls in Grise Hall.
AUTHORS: Eli Carter, Junior Senator
Evan Tuck, Senator At-Large
Amelia Tucker, Senator At-Large
SPONSORS: Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: Peggy Crowe, SARC Director



First Reading: 2/3/2026
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Resolution 8-26-S. Resolution to Reaffirm Campus Safety and Security
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to reaffirm their commitment to campus safety and security in response to recent tragedies at institutions of higher learning.
WHEREAS: Recent acts of violence at institutions of higher learning, including Kentucky State University and Brown University, have raised significant concerns regarding campus safety and security nationwide, and
WHEREAS: Ensuring the safety and well-being of students, faculty, and staff is a fundamental responsibility of Western Kentucky University, and
WHEREAS: Consistent and visible campus safety messaging promotes awareness of available safety and security procedures, and
WHEREAS: The designation of a WKU Campus Safety and Security Week would serve as an opportunity to educate the campus community on existing resources, emergency protocols, and best practices, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University reaffirms its commitment to campus safety and security in response to recent tragedies at institutions of higher learning and thus recognizes the week of March 30th through April 3rd, 2026 as WKU Campus Safety and Security Week.
AUTHORS: Jacob Thomas, Senior Senator
Karlee Powell, Gordon Ford College of Business Senator
Tyreesha Morris, First Generation Senator
Veronica Butler, Senator at Large
Caden Lucas, Junior Senator
Amelia Tucker, Senator at Large
Jakob Barker, Sophomore Senator
SPONSORS: Campus Safety and Security Committee
Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS: WKU Chief of Police, Mitchell Walker; mitchell.walker@wku.edu Director, Environmental Health & Safety, Dr. David Oliver, david.oliver@wku.edu



First Reading: 2/3/2026
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:
Bill 28-26-S. Funding for the Black History Trivia Night in Partnership with Why Knot Us and Black Women of Western, and the S
PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
allocate $65 to support the Black History Trivia Night event in partnership with Why Knot Us and Black Women of Western
WHEREAS: The event would take place on February 18th, from 6:00pm to 8:00pm in DSU room 2123, and
WHEREAS: The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: Money allocated from this bill will fund chips and drinks for the event as well as room rental fees,
WHEREAS: Why Knot Us and Black Women of Western intend to split the cost of 8 gift cards and room rental fees amongst themselves, and
WHEREAS: This event is an educational, fun, and community-driven opportunity to celebrate black history, culture, and achievements through interactive trivia, fostering learning, dialogue, and unity among participants, and
THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will allocate $65 to support the Black History Trivia Night event in partnership with Why Knot Us and Black Women of Western.
AUTHORS: Jaden Marshall, ISEC Senator
Sydney Rettig, Transfer Senator
Tyreesha Morris, First Gen- Senator
Vanessa Ocampo, Senior Senator
Miles VanRude, Senator at Large
SPONSORS: Legislative Operations Committee
CONTACTS:
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