Senate Meeting Agenda
Twentieth Meeting of the Seventeenth Senate – April 2nd, 2019




Call to Order
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes
Officer Reports
President – Stephen Mayer
Executive Vice President – Garrett Edmonds
Administrative Vice President – Harper Anderson
Chief of Staff – Will Harris
Director of Public Relations – Noah Moore
Director of Academic and Student Affairs – Aubrey Kelley
Director of Information Technology – Paul Brosky
Speaker of the Senate – Asha McWilliams
Secretary of the Senate – Andrew Merritt
Committee Reports
Academic and Student Affairs –  Amanda Harder
Campus Improvements – Matt Barr
Legislative Research – Josh Zaczek
Public Relations – Ashlynn Evans
Diversity and Inclusion – Mark Clark
Sustainability – Jayden Thomas
SAVES – Amy Wyer
Special Orders



University Committee Reports
Judicial Council Report
Guest/Student Speaker
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Unfinished Business 
Resolution 2-19-S
Support the establishment of a University Holiday on all official primary and general election days beginning Fall 2019. 
Resolution 3-19-S
Support the initiative, brought forward by the Transgender Non-Binary student organization, to have students’ preferred name appear in dominate form on class rosters, student IDs, and email addresses.
Bill 20-19-S
Amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to add one (1) First-Generation student senate position.




















New Business
Bill 22-19-S
Allocate $1,700 from Organizational Aid for Western Kentucky University Amazing Tones of Joy, Dance Big Red, Alpha Epsilon Delta, and Alpha Kappa Psi, Psychology Club, Iota Phi Theta, Club Basketball, and German Club.
Bill 23-19-S
Allocate 700 dollars towards the creation of ISEC book scholarship in the Fall of 2019 semester
Bill 24-19-S 
Allocate $500 to Blaq Art Nouveau to fund a Spring Show.
Resolution 4-19-S
Support transparency and accountability in university decision-making.
Bill 25-19-S
Allocate $250.00 from Senate Discretionary to purchase stoles, decorations, and food for Lavender Graduation on May 8, 2019.

Announcements and Adjournment 
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First Reading: March 19th
Second Reading: March 26th 
Pass:
Fail: 
Other: 

Resolution 2-19-S. Resolution to Support the Establishment of a University Holiday on all Official Primary and General Election Days Beginning Fall 2019 

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to Support the establishment of a University Holiday on all official primary and general 
election days beginning Fall 2019. 

WHEREAS: While youth voter turnout is anticipated to be the highest in a century, data shows that youth voters are historically underrepresented in elections, moreso in southern Kentucky. If allowed more access and support, youth can play a vital role in shaping local, state, and federal government, and 

WHEREAS: Any and every student, faculty, and staff who is willing and able to vote should not be penalized, discouraged, or prohibited by Western Kentucky University or its class and work activities in pursuing the most fundamental of civic duties. Western Kentucky University should take this opportunity to set precedent for other institutions by offering students the basic access and support needed to make it to the polls, and 

WHEREAS: The Reg 2 Vote campaign was a non-partisan, student-led initiative, organized by Western Kentucky University students Francis Wilson and Francisco Serrano, that encouraged students to register to vote and challenged the university to better support student voters by cancelling class on Election Day. The Reg 2 Vote campaign aligns with the mission of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University, and 

WHEREAS: According to Reg 2 Vote data, over 2,000 petition signatures from Western Kentucky University students, faculty, and staff were collected by the Reg 2 Vote campaign in support of the cancellation of class on election day, and 

WHEREAS: Data collected through the Reg 2 Vote petition shows that 48% of signatories planned to vote outside of Bowling Green, Kentucky in the 2018 Midterm Election, and 

WHEREAS: Data shows 40% planned to vote in Bowling Green, while 10% planned to vote absentee, and 

WHEREAS: Data from this petition also shows 65% of signatories strongly agreed and 21% agreed that classes would restrict their voting, and 

WHEREAS: Data shows only 8% of signatories disagreed or strongly disagreed that classes would restrict their voting, and 

WHEREAS: Resolution 5-18-F, a Resolution to Support the University Wide Cancellation of all Official Class Activities on November 6, 2018 for the 2018 Midterm Elections was passed by the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University on September 18, 2018, and 

WHEREAS: On October 15, 2018, Faculty Senate Executive Committee of Western Kentucky University voted to not take Resolution 5-18-F to Faculty Senate floor due to possible schedule conflicts if the bill were to pass leaving professors limited time to prepare, and 

WHEREAS: According to Western Kentucky University policy 4.6801, a university holiday is defined as “New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Wednesday preceding Thanksgiving Day, Friday following Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve Day, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve Day”, and 

WHEREAS: “Presidential Election Day (every four years)” is not officially defined by 4.6801 Section 1 as a university holiday, and is incorrectly placed under Section 2, which reads “Six additional days scheduled during the Christmas/Winter Break each year”. “Presidential Election Day (every four years)” should be removed from 4.6801 Section 2 and placed under 4.6801 Section 1, and 

WHEREAS: 4.6801 Section 1 should include “Primary Elections (each Spring)” and “General Elections (each Fall)” in defining university holidays, and 

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University Support the establishment of a University Holiday on all official primary and general election days beginning Fall 2019. 

AUTHORS: 	Francis Wilson, student 

SPONSORS: 	Matt Barr, Campus Improvements Committee Chair 
		.... 

CONTACTS: 	Francis Wilson wilson.paulfrancis@gmail.com 

CITATIONS: 	Student Needs Report 
			https://franciswilson.space/reg-2-vote/ 
		WKU University Holiday Policy 
			https://www.wku.edu/policies/docs/144.pdf 



	
First Reading: March 26th
Second Reading: April 2nd
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Resolution 3-19-S. Resolution to Support students who select to have their preferred name on 
class rosters, student IDs, and email addresses to have their preferred name appear in dominate form.

PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to support the initiative, brought forward by the Transgender Non-Binary student organization, to have students’ preferred name appear in dominate form on class rosters, student IDs, and email addresses.

WHEREAS: 	Currently, students are able to select their preferred name, but their legal name appears in the more dominate form, and

WHEREAS: 	“Dominate form” is defined as appearing first, in bold, and larger text, and

WHEREAS: 	It has been brought to attention that some students, who identify as transgender, non-binary, or otherwise do not identify themselves by their legal name, feel that when professors read out their legal name, it creates a non-inclusive/non-welcoming classroom setting, and

WHEREAS:	Instructors often read a student’s legal name, which could out the transgender or non-binary student in front of the entire class. Outing a transgender or non-binary student may not only be uncomfortable, but it may also pose a safety risk for the student. Instructors often say that they didn’t see the preferred name and instead used the legal name that appeared in dominate form, and

WHEREAS: 	WKU Information Technology Services has devised a solution to move the preferred name prior to the legal name on the course roster to avoid any feelings of non-inclusiveness and potential safety risks.

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University support the students who select to have their preferred name on class rosters, student IDs, and email addresses to have their preferred name appear in dominate form.

AUTHORS:
Stephen Mayer, Student Body President
Kristina Gamble, ISEC Academy Student Success Coordinator
Nyla Rodgers, ISEC Student Senator
Mark Clark, SGA Committee for Diversity and Inclusion Committee Chair

SPONSORS:

SGA Committee for Diversity and Inclusion

CONTACTS:

Sharron Hunter, Transgender Non-Binary Organization Advisor and Assistant Director, Data
Analysis and Research
Dr. Lynne Holland, Assistant Vice President, Dean of Students and Chief Diversity Officer
Rheanna Plemons, Ed.D., Interim Registrar
































First Reading: March 26th
Second Reading: April 2nd
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 20-19-S. 	A bill to Amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University.

PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to add one (1) First-Generation student senate position.

WHEREAS: 	Section 3.6.12 in the Constitution will be added to state one (1) First-Generation student senate position, and

WHEREAS: A First-Generation student is defined by Western Kentucky University as a student who comes from a family where neither parent graduated from college with any degree and furthermore is defined by the National Center for Education Statistics as “undergraduates whose parents never enrolled in postsecondary education”, and

WHEREAS: One (1) of the fourteen (14) Senator-at-Large positions will be transformed into the First-Generation senate position, and

WHEREAS: If the First-Generation senate position is not fulfilled, it will return to a Senator-at-Large position.

THEREFORE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to add one (1) First-Generation student senate position.

AUTHORS:
Ashlynn Evans, Public Relations Chair
Carlos Gomez, Senator

SPONSOR: Legislative Research Committee

CONTACTS: 	Matthew Barr, Campus Improvements Chair
Emily Pride, Senator




First Reading: April 2nd
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 22-19-S: Organizational Aid Funding for Western Kentucky University Amazing Tones of Joy, Dance Big Red, Alpha Epsilon Delta, and Alpha Kappa Psi, Psychology Club, Iota Phi Theta, Club Basketball, and German Club.

Purpose: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $1,700 from Organizational Aid for Western Kentucky University Amazing Tones of Joy, Dance Big Red, Alpha Epsilon Delta, and Alpha Kappa Psi, Psychology Club, Iota Phi Theta, Club Basketball, and German Club.

Whereas: Amazing Tones of Joy will be allocated $250 for a spring concert.

Whereas: Dance Big Red will be allocated $250 to offset the costs of yard signs for Dance Little Reds in the Bowling Green community.

Whereas: Alpha Epsilon Delta will be allocated $250 for a trivia night fundraising event.

Whereas: Alpha Kappa Psi will be allocated $250 for a service event with Potter Children’s Home.

Whereas: Psychology Club will be allocated $200 for a “Mind Benders” fundraising and recruitment event.

Whereas: Iota Phi Theta will be allocated $200 for conference registration fees and transportation for two students.

Whereas: Club Basketball will be allocated $150 in order to join the NCBBA and participate in tournaments as a member of the league.

Whereas: German Club will be allocated $150 for a Schnitzel Cooking event.

Therefore: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $1,700 from Organizational Aid for Western Kentucky University Amazing Tones of Joy, Dance Big Red, Alpha Epsilon Delta, and Alpha Kappa Psi, Psychology Club, Iota Phi Theta, Club Basketball, and German Club.

Author: Harper Anderson, Administrative Vice President

Contacts: Emily Ann Pride, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator
Nathan Terrell, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator
Hope Wells, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator
Erika Puhakka, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator
Abbey Norvell, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator







































First Reading: April 2nd
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 23-19-S. Funding for the creation of ISEC book scholarship

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
Allocate 700 dollars towards the creation of ISEC book scholarship in the Fall of 2019 semester.

WHEREAS: This scholarship is applicable to any current scholar of the ISEC Academy and must be in good standing with ISEC Academy and/or the university.

WHEREAS: Each scholar will receive a 100-dollar scholarship towards books for the current semester.

WHEREAS: This scholarship seeks to help these students within ISEC Academy increase their retention rates, improve overall quality of learning, decrease book expenses, and helps put them on an equal playing field as their peers.

WHEREAS: The funding for this bill will come from the scholarship budget.

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will allocate 700 dollars towards the creation of ISEC book scholarship.

AUTHORS:
Nyla Rogers, ISEC Senator
Harper Anderson, Administrative Vice President

SPONSORS:

CONTACTS:
Angie Link, ISEC Office Coordinator
Kristina Gamble, ISEC Program Coordinator
Jackie Pillow, ISEC Coordinator, Retention Initiatives; Director, Project: A.I.M.S
Dr. Martha Sales, ISEC Executive Director of WKU TRIO Programs and The WKU Intercultural Student Engagement






First Reading: April 2nd
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 24-19-S. Funding for Blaq Art Nouveau’s Spring Show

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $500 to Blaq Art Nouveau to fund a Spring Show.

WHEREAS: On April 19 BAN will be teaming up with Kaois, Major Redz, ATJ Choir, and more organizations to put on a show in hopes to attract future members and sponsors. The show is called Carpe Deim, where anyone who wishes to try out to show his or her talent is welcome.

WHEREAS: The $500 will help pay for music, a red carpet, promotional materials, cameras, and food and water for the performers.

WHEREAS: The event will take place March 19th, and with funding provided, SGA logos will be placed on all promotional materials.

WHEREAS: Funding for this bill will come from Senate Discretionary.

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will allocate $500 to Blaq Art Nouveau to fund a Spring Show.

AUTHORS: Harper Anderson, Administrative Vice President

SPONSORS: Org Aid Committee

CONTACTS: Kyllian Aldridge (BAN Member)
Osman Osman (BAN Member)












First Reading: April 2nd 
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Resolution 4-19-S: Resolution to Support Transparency and Accountability in University Decision-Making

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to support transparency and accountability in university decision-making.

WHEREAS: The Dean of Potter College of Arts and Letters (PCAL), Dr. Larry Snyder, was recently forced to resign on unknown terms, in a disrespectful manner, and in a time of uncertainty in the continuation of college programs amongst university cuts, and

WHEREAS: This sudden change leaves PCAL without an administrator to defend programs and question university cuts, and

WHEREAS: Dean Snyder was an outspoken defender of university programs throughout the Comprehensive Academic Program Evaluation (CAPE) process and with its impending cuts. This gives students, faculty, and staff alike a fear of retribution if speaking out against university changes and administrative decisions, and

WHEREAS: Last semester, many non-tenure eligible faculty were left uncertain about their employment status at the university due to an unexpected announcement by Provost Ballman, and

WHEREAS: Top university officials need to provide explanations for such decisions, as well as implement such decisions in a clear and respectful manner that protects and ensures the dignity of those involved, and

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University support transparency and accountability in university decision-making.

AUTHOR: Conner Hounshell, Senator
Kara Lowry, Senator
Mark Clark, Senator
Jacob McAndrews, Student

SPONSOR: Committee for Diversity and Inclusion

CONTACTS:

First Reading: April 2nd
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 25-19-S: Funding for Lavender Graduation

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $250.00 from Senate Discretionary to purchase stoles, decorations, and food for Lavender Graduation on May 8, 2019.

WHEREAS: The Lavender Graduation, or Lavender Recognition Ceremony, will be an event on May 8, 2019 in the Augenstein Alumni Center. This officially supported ceremony celebrates and recognizes the achievements and contributions of our LGBTQ and Ally graduates to the WKU community, and

WHEREAS: The allocated money, along with a matching $250.00 from Executive Discretionary, will purchase stoles for graduates attending the Lavender Graduation, as well as decorations and food for the event, and our name and logo will appear on the event program, and

WHEREAS: The funding is necessary as SGA’s purpose is to represent all students of Western Kentucky University, including members of the LGBTQ community, and

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $250.00 from Senate Discretionary to purchase stoles, decorations, and food for Lavender Graduation on May 8, 2019.

AUTHORS: Conner Hounshell, Senator
Jayden Thomas, Senator
Lucas Knight, Senator

SPONSOR: Committee for Diversity and Inclusion

CONTACTS: Ms. Minette Ellis, HRL Assistant Director
Harper Anderson








Special Announcements and Events
I. [bookmark: _GoBack]Pictures will be at the start of Senate on April 2nd. 
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