Senate Meeting Agenda
Nineteenth Meeting of the Seventeenth Senate – March 26th, 2019




Call to Order
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes
Officer Reports
President – Stephen Mayer
Executive Vice President – Garrett Edmonds
Administrative Vice President – Harper Anderson
Chief of Staff – Will Harris
Director of Public Relations – Noah Moore
Director of Academic and Student Affairs – Aubrey Kelley
Director of Information Technology – Paul Brosky
Speaker of the Senate – Asha McWilliams
Secretary of the Senate – Andrew Merritt
Committee Reports
Academic and Student Affairs –  Amanda Harder
Campus Improvements – Matt Barr
Legislative Research – Josh Zaczek
Public Relations – Ashlynn Evans
Diversity and Inclusion – Mark Clark
Sustainability – Jayden Thomas
SAVES – Amy Wyer
Special Orders



University Committee Reports
Judicial Council Report
Guest/Student Speaker
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Unfinished Business 
Resolution 2-19-S
Support the establishment of a University Holiday on all official primary and general election days beginning Fall 2019. 
Bill 15-19-S
Allocate $1,050 from Organizational Aid for Western Kentucky University Honors Toppers, Black Student Alliance, Students for Breast Cancer Awareness, and Vietnamese Student Association. 
Bill 17-19-S
Allocate $100.28 to purchase 150 reusable water bottles for a GEOG 380 Project.






















New Business
Bill 18-19-S
Allocate $60 to purchase a Half Page advertisement for the annual Miss Blue and White Pageant.
Resolution 3-19-S
Support the initiative, brought forward by the Transgender Non-Binary student organization, to have students’ preferred name appear in dominate form on class rosters, student IDs, and email addresses.
Bill 19-19-S
Amend the Constitution to allow the Executive Cabinet and Senators to use University Committee Meetings as an acceptable alternative for their office hour(s).
Bill 20-19-S
Amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to add one (1) First-Generation student senate position.
Bill 21-19-S 
Amend the Constitution to allow the Legislative Research Committee to effectively review bills.

Announcements and Adjournment 
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First Reading: March 19th
Second Reading: March 26th 
Pass:
Fail: 
Other: 

Resolution 2-19-S. Resolution to Support the Establishment of a University Holiday on all Official Primary and General Election Days Beginning Fall 2019 

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to Support the establishment of a University Holiday on all official primary and general 
election days beginning Fall 2019. 

WHEREAS: While youth voter turnout is anticipated to be the highest in a century, data shows that youth voters are historically underrepresented in elections, moreso in southern Kentucky. If allowed more access and support, youth can play a vital role in shaping local, state, and federal government, and 

WHEREAS: Any and every student, faculty, and staff who is willing and able to vote should not be penalized, discouraged, or prohibited by Western Kentucky University or its class and work activities in pursuing the most fundamental of civic duties. Western Kentucky University should take this opportunity to set precedent for other institutions by offering students the basic access and support needed to make it to the polls, and 

WHEREAS: The Reg 2 Vote campaign was a non-partisan, student-led initiative, organized by Western Kentucky University students Francis Wilson and Francisco Serrano, that encouraged students to register to vote and challenged the university to better support student voters by cancelling class on Election Day. The Reg 2 Vote campaign aligns with the mission of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University, and 

WHEREAS: According to Reg 2 Vote data, over 2,000 petition signatures from Western Kentucky University students, faculty, and staff were collected by the Reg 2 Vote campaign in support of the cancellation of class on election day, and 

WHEREAS: Data collected through the Reg 2 Vote petition shows that 48% of signatories planned to vote outside of Bowling Green, Kentucky in the 2018 Midterm Election, and 

WHEREAS: Data shows 40% planned to vote in Bowling Green, while 10% planned to vote absentee, and 

WHEREAS: Data from this petition also shows 65% of signatories strongly agreed and 21% agreed that classes would restrict their voting, and 

WHEREAS: Data shows only 8% of signatories disagreed or strongly disagreed that classes would restrict their voting, and 

WHEREAS: Resolution 5-18-F, a Resolution to Support the University Wide Cancellation of all Official Class Activities on November 6, 2018 for the 2018 Midterm Elections was passed by the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University on September 18, 2018, and 

WHEREAS: On October 15, 2018, Faculty Senate Executive Committee of Western Kentucky University voted to not take Resolution 5-18-F to Faculty Senate floor due to possible schedule conflicts if the bill were to pass leaving professors limited time to prepare, and 

WHEREAS: According to Western Kentucky University policy 4.6801, a university holiday is defined as “New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Wednesday preceding Thanksgiving Day, Friday following Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve Day, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve Day”, and 

WHEREAS: “Presidential Election Day (every four years)” is not officially defined by 4.6801 Section 1 as a university holiday, and is incorrectly placed under Section 2, which reads “Six additional days scheduled during the Christmas/Winter Break each year”. “Presidential Election Day (every four years)” should be removed from 4.6801 Section 2 and placed under 4.6801 Section 1, and 

WHEREAS: 4.6801 Section 1 should include “Primary Elections (each Spring)” and “General Elections (each Fall)” in defining university holidays, and 

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University Support the establishment of a University Holiday on all official primary and general election days beginning Fall 2019. 

AUTHORS: 	Francis Wilson, student 

SPONSORS: 	Matt Barr, Campus Improvements Committee Chair 
		.... 

CONTACTS: 	Francis Wilson wilson.paulfrancis@gmail.com 

CITATIONS: 	Student Needs Report 
			https://franciswilson.space/reg-2-vote/ 
		WKU University Holiday Policy 
			https://www.wku.edu/policies/docs/144.pdf 



	
First Reading: March 19th
Second Reading: March 26th
Pass: 
Fail: 
Other: 

Bill 15-19-S: Organizational Aid Funding for Western Kentucky University Honors Toppers, Black Student Alliance, Students for Breast Cancer Awareness, and Vietnamese Student Association 

Purpose: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $1,050 from Organizational Aid for Western Kentucky University Honors Toppers, Black Student Alliance, Students for Breast Cancer Awareness, and Vietnamese Student Association 

Whereas: Honors Toppers will be allocated $250 to help purchase recruitment materials and uniforms. 

Whereas: Black Student Alliance will be allocated $300 to help fund their game night with Potter Children’s Home. 

Whereas: Students for Breast Cancer Awareness will be allocated $250 for their first annual fundraising and awareness brunch. 

Whereas: Vietnamese Student Association will be allocated $250 for the International Festival. 

Therefore: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $1,050 from Organizational Aid for Western Kentucky University Honors Toppers, Black Student Alliance, Students for Breast Cancer Awareness, and Vietnamese Student Association 

Author: Harper Anderson, Administrative Vice President 

Contacts: Emily Ann Pride, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator 
Nathan Terrell, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator 
Hope Wells, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator 
Erika Puhakka, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator 
Abbey Norvell, Member of Organizational Aid, Senator








First Reading: March 19th
Second Reading: March 26th
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 17-19-S. Funding for 150 reusable water bottles.

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $100.28 to purchase 150 reusable water bottles for a GEOG 380 Project.

WHEREAS: The $100.28 will come from senate discretionary and,

WHEREAS: The money will be paid to the students in charge of the project to cover the remaining expenses to obtain the water bottles and,

WHEREAS: The students have already received a grant to fund most of the project.

THEREFORE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $100.28 to purchase 150 reusable water bottles for a GEOG 380 Project.

AUTHORS: Jayden Thomas

SPONSOR: Sustainability committee

CONTACTS: Jayden Thomas, Sustainability Chair

Rebekah Cowherd, WKU Student

Courtney Martian, Assistant Coordinator of Resource Conservation














First Reading: March 26th
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 18-19-S. Funding for the annual Phi Beta Sigma Miss Blue and White Pageant

PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to

1. allocate $60 to purchase a Half Page advertisement for the annual Miss Blue and White Pageant.

WHEREAS: 	The money will come from Senate discretionary.

WHEREAS: 	Each year Phi Beta Sigma holds an annual Pageant for the empowerment of young collegiate women to reclaim their success

WHEREAS: 	The contestants are judged on the following areas of: Interview, Talent, Swimwear, Formalwear, and Question/Response. The goal of the Miss Blue and White Pageant is to celebrate young, strong, committed women that are growing on a daily basis. Through our investment of them as role models today, we are able to strengthen our collective to impact the future.

WHEREAS: 	The pageant helps to provide these young women with an experience they will remember for many years to come. The sponsorship will not only publicize our Organization, but it also helps the young women prepare for the Pageant with a minimum of personal expenses and provides Phi Beta Sigma with the operational funds to pay for Pageant expenses. As a sponsor, SGA will contribute to a hopeful future by helping one woman develop and refine personal attributes such as self-esteem, public speaking ability and self confidence that will assist them throughout their life.

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will allocate $60 to purchase a half page advertisement for the annual Miss Blue and White Pageant.

AUTHORS: 	Troy Davis ll
Will Harris
Jordyn Hewitt

SPONSORS: 	Campus Improvements Committee

CONTACTS: 	Jordyn Hewitt
Damien Duncan, Vice-President Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity
First Reading: March 26th
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Resolution 3-19-S. Resolution to Support students who select to have their preferred name on 
class rosters, student IDs, and email addresses to have their preferred name appear in dominate form.

PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to support the initiative, brought forward by the Transgender Non-Binary student organization, to have students’ preferred name appear in dominate form on class rosters, student IDs, and email addresses.

WHEREAS: 	Currently, students are able to select their preferred name, but their legal name appears in the more dominate form, and

WHEREAS: 	“Dominate form” is defined as appearing first, in bold, and larger text, and

WHEREAS: 	It has been brought to attention that some students, who identify as transgender, non-binary, or otherwise do not identify themselves by their legal name, feel that when professors read out their legal name, it creates a non-inclusive/non-welcoming classroom setting, and

WHEREAS:	Instructors often read a student’s legal name, which could out the transgender or non-binary student in front of the entire class. Outing a transgender or non-binary student may not only be uncomfortable, but it may also pose a safety risk for the student. Instructors often say that they didn’t see the preferred name and instead used the legal name that appeared in dominate form, and

WHEREAS: 	WKU Information Technology Services has devised a solution to move the preferred name prior to the legal name on the course roster to avoid any feelings of non-inclusiveness and potential safety risks.

THEREFORE: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University support the students who select to have their preferred name on class rosters, student IDs, and email addresses to have their preferred name appear in dominate form.

AUTHORS:
Stephen Mayer, Student Body President
Kristina Gamble, ISEC Academy Student Success Coordinator
Nyla Rodgers, ISEC Student Senator
Mark Clark, SGA Committee for Diversity and Inclusion Committee Chair

SPONSORS:

SGA Committee for Diversity and Inclusion

CONTACTS:

Sharron Hunter, Transgender Non-Binary Organization Advisor and Assistant Director, Data
Analysis and Research
Dr. Lynne Holland, Assistant Vice President, Dean of Students and Chief Diversity Officer
Rheanna Plemons, Ed.D., Interim Registrar
































First Reading: March 26th
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 19-19-S. A Bill to Amend the Constitution the Student Government Association of
Western Kentucky University

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to amend the Constitution to allow the Executive Cabinet and Senators to use University Committee Meetings as an acceptable alternative for their office hour(s)

WHEREAS: The Executive Branch members spend a lot of time in the office with the President spending at minimum 12 hours in their office each week, and

WHEREAS: Cabinet members and Senators are often required to serve on University Committees whether it be constitutionally required like the Executive Vice President is to serve on the Student Life Foundation, or when their presence is requested such as the President serving on the Strategic Planning Committee, and

WHEREAS: Serving on these committees allow members of the cabinet and Senate to directly bring students’ needs to the forefront of these discussions and when they are tasked to serve the student body, this is a very important task, and

WHEREAS: A copy of the minutes from the University Committee Meeting must be submitted to the Secretary of the Senate in order for the meeting to reflect their hour spent, and

WHEREAS: These committees meet fairly regularly but would not infringe widely on the time they are physically in the office, it would merely allow them more flexibility to gain their hours while actively serving the student body.

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University amend the Constitution to allow the Executive Cabinet and Senators to use University Committee Meetings as an acceptable alternative for their office hour(s)

AUTHORS: 	Matt Barr, Campus Improvements Chair
Garrett Edmonds, Executive Vice President

SPONSORS: 	Campus Improvements Committee

CONTACTS:


First Reading: March 26th
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 20-19-S. 	A bill to Amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University.

PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to add one (1) First-Generation student senate position.

WHEREAS: 	Section 3.6.12 in the Constitution will be added to state one (1) First-Generation student senate position, and

WHEREAS: A First-Generation student is defined by Western Kentucky University as a student who comes from a family where neither parent graduated from college with any degree and furthermore is defined by the National Center for Education Statistics as “undergraduates whose parents never enrolled in postsecondary education”, and

WHEREAS: One (1) of the fourteen (14) Senator-at-Large positions will be transformed into the First-Generation senate position, and

WHEREAS: If the First-Generation senate position is not fulfilled, it will return to a Senator-at-Large position.

THEREFORE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to add one (1) First-Generation student senate position.

AUTHORS:
Ashlynn Evans, Public Relations Chair
Carlos Gomez, Senator

SPONSOR: Legislative Research Committee

CONTACTS: 	Matthew Barr, Campus Improvements Chair
Emily Pride, Senator




First Reading: March 26th
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 21-19-S. A Bill to Amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University.

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to amend the Constitution to allow the Legislative Research Committee to effectively review bills.

WHEREAS: Section 5.2.2 States that the Legislative Research Committee shall “Collect and review all proposed legislation prior to the second reading before the Senate,” and

WHEREAS: Section 5.2.2. will be revised to State “Collect and review all proposed legislation prior to the first reading before the Senate.”

WHEREAS: Bills that that are on first read of the senate agenda and moved up to old business bypass the process currently stated in Section 5.2.2, and

WHEREAS: In order to ensure that properly-researched legislation is passed in the case that bills are moved to old business from new business during the Senate meeting, it makes sense for the bills to be reviewed before first read, and

WHEREAS: Proposed legislation will be sent to both the Legislative Research Committee and the Speaker of the Senate at the same time, and the authors will meet with the Legislative Research Committee prior to the Senate Meeting of the first read of the proposed legislation.

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University amend the Constitution to allow the Legislative Research Committee to review proposed legislation before first read.

AUTHORS: Joshua Zaczek, Legislative Research Chair
Erika Puhakka, Freshman Senator
Matthew Barr, Campus Improvements Chair

SPONSOR: Legislative Research Committee

Campus Improvements Committee

CONTACTS: Jacob McAndrews, Chief Justice of the Judicial Council


[bookmark: _GoBack]Special Announcements and Events
I. There will be an orientation meeting, immediately following Senate, which all candidates interested in running in the Spring Election must attend. 
II. There will be another orientation meeting on March 27th at 4:30pm in the SGA office if candidates are unable to attend the March 26th meeting. 
III. BSA will be hosting a Women’s March on March 27th at 5pm for Women’s History Month. SGA will need to nominate 1 woman from our organization who we feel is inspiring. 
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