Senate Meeting Agenda
Twenty Second Meeting of the Seventeenth Senate – April 16th, 2019




Call to Order
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes
Officer Reports
President – Stephen Mayer
Executive Vice President – Garrett Edmonds
Administrative Vice President – Harper Anderson
Chief of Staff – Will Harris
Director of Public Relations – Noah Moore
Director of Academic and Student Affairs – Aubrey Kelley
Director of Information Technology – Paul Brosky
Speaker of the Senate – Asha McWilliams
Secretary of the Senate – Andrew Merritt
Committee Reports
Academic and Student Affairs –  Amanda Harder
Campus Improvements – Matt Barr
Legislative Research – Josh Zaczek
Public Relations – Ashlynn Evans
Diversity and Inclusion – Mark Clark
Sustainability – Jayden Thomas
SAVES – Amy Wyer
Special Orders



University Committee Reports
Judicial Council Report
Guest/Student Speaker
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Unfinished Business 
None.

New Business
Bill 29-19-S
Allocate $17,350 in order to fund SGA scholarships.
Resolution 5-19-S
Support an initiative that would assist the College Heights Herald financially by charging students a $2.00 fee per semester.
Bill 30-19-S
Amend the Constitution to ensure that the SGA website and remains updated.
Bill 31-19-S
Amend the Constitution and Bylaws to be more inclusive in regard to gender.
Announcements and Adjournment 
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First Reading: April 16th 
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 29-19-S. Funding for SGA Scholarship Recipients

Purpose: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky 
University to allocate $17,350 in order to fund SGA scholarships.

Whereas: 	The Committee for Academic and Student Affairs (CASA) has decided 
to award 9 Scholar Development Grants at $250 each for a total of $2,250, and

Whereas: 	CASA has decided to award 31 Winter Term Scholarships at $300 each for a total 
of $8,300, and

Whereas: 	CASA has decided to award 16 Study Abroad/Student Teach Abroad Scholarships 
at $300 each for a total of $4,800, and

Whereas: 	CASA has decided to award 8 First Generation Scholarships at $250 each for a 
total of $2,000 and

Whereas:	Funding for the Scholar Development Grants, Winter Term Scholarships, and
Study Abroad/Student Teach Abroad Scholarships will come from “Scholarships,”

Therefore: 	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western
Kentucky University will allocate $17,350 in order to fund SGA scholarships.

Author:	 Aubrey Kelley, Director of Academic and Student Affairs

Sponsor: 	Committee for Academic and Student Affairs

Contacts: 	Amanda Harder, CASA Chair










First Reading: April 16th
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Resolution 5-19-S. Resolution to financially support the College Heights Herald by charging a $2.00 publications fee to all students.

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
support an initiative that would assist the College Heights Herald financially by charging students a $2.00 fee per semester.

WHEREAS: Charging students a publication fee for an otherwise free service is not uncommon among universities across the nation, and

WHERAS: The University of Kentucky charges a $2.00 student publication fee for their school newspaper the, Kentucky Kernel. Texas State University charges a fee of $8.00.

WHEREAS: The WKU Herald is an award-winning student print publication founded in 1925 and has become one of the most-honored student-run news organizations in the country, with 17 Pacemaker Awards (the highest honor among collegiate newspaper journalism), and

WHEREAS: Since the early 1970s, the Herald has been financially independent from the university, and

WHEREAS: WKU allocates no money for operating expenses for the Herald, and

WHEREAS: All of the operations costs of the Herald include costs for stories, content, 24/7 website, printing, distribution, pay for editors, software for computers, and traveling costs to cover stories, and

WHEREAS: In order to cover all operating expenses, the Herald needs to generate $85,000-$90,000 each semester to cover expenses including hardware upgrades, and

WHEREAS: The Herald currently employs up to 90 students a semester, with Editors being paid a salary while those in advertising being paid an 8% commission, and

WHEREAS: Currently all of this is paid for through Advertisement sales.

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University support the addition of a student publications fee of $2.00 to enrolled students.

AUTHORS: Mary Fyfe, Alec Zaffiro, Krystal Neal, Taylor Vowels, Amanda Harder

SPONSORS: Committee for Academic and Student Affairs

CONTACTS: Evan Heichelbech, Editor in Chief of College Heights Herald
Andy Lee, Ad Manager for College Heights Herald
Chuck Clark - chuck.clark@wku.edu
Will Hoagland - william.hoagland@wku.edu
Carrie Pratt – carrie.pratt@wku.edu
Sherry West – sherry.west@wku.edu



































First Reading: April 16th
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 30-19-S. A bill to Amend the Constitution of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University.

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to Amend the Constitution to ensure that the SGA website and remains updated.

WHEREAS: The senator page under the website was not been updated after the 2018-19 winter break to reflect senator resignations and appointments, which results in current senators not able to be contacted if necessary and former senators still being shown as SGA members, and,

WHEREAS: There have been instances where senator voting records as well as resolved legislation takes more than one week to appear on the website, hampering the open records policy of SGA as outlined in Sections 1.4 and 1.4.1 of the Constitution, and,

WHEREAS: Under Duties of the Director of Information Technology, Section 2.8.3 of the Constitution states, “Be responsible for the creation/maintenance of the Student Government Association website,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 2.8.3.1 will be added and will state, “This includes updating the website with resignations, appointments, legislative records, and any other necessary documents by the following senate meeting after one of these instances occurs,” and,

WHEREAS: Under Duties of the Secretary of the Senate, Section 3.4.5 states, “Maintain appropriate files of all Student Government Association business; maintain records of all past and current legislation recording passage or failure; and make such files and records available to University archives,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 3.4.5.1 will be added to state, “This includes updating senator voting records by Friday at 5pm of the week of a given Senate meeting,” and

WHEREAS: This will ensure that the information remains updated and senators as well as other students may have access to this information by the next senate meeting, and,

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University will Amend the Constitution to ensure that the SGA website remains updated.

AUTHORS: Jillian Kenney, Sustainability Committee Secretary

SPONSORS: Legislative Research Committee

CONTACTS: Andrew Merritt, Secretary of the Senate
Paul Brosky, Director of Information Technology








































First Reading: April 16th 
Second Reading:
Pass:
Fail:
Other:

Bill 31-19-S. A bill to Amend the Constitution and Bylaws of the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University.

PURPOSE: For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to amend the Constitution and Bylaws to be more inclusive in regard to gender.

WHEREAS: Many students on campus choose to be referred to with gender neutral pronouns such as “they”, and,

WHEREAS: The Constitution and Bylaws of SGA should be inclusive of all students and reflect an openness to all identities in the senate, and,

WHEREAS: Bill 22-18-F, an amendment that will add “gender identity” to the Non-Discrimination Clause of the Constitution, passed the senate and executive branch in the Fall 2018 semester, which is cohesive with the use of gender-neutral pronouns in our governing documents, and,

WHEREAS: Any instance of “he/she” and “his/her” will be changed to the gender-neutral pronoun “they” or “their”, respectively, and the verb afterward will be modified if necessary to comply with proper grammar, and,

WHEREAS: Section 1.5.1. of the Constitution states, “Each student has the right to a campus environment free of discrimination and/or harassment. Federal guidelines protect students against these practices and are covered by Title IX, Title VI, and Section 504. Any student who feels he/she is being discriminated against and/or harassed on the basis of race, sex, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, or a disability should report the incident in accordance with the Student Grievance Procedure outlined in this Handbook. Assistance in filing a report of harassment may be obtained from the Office of Student Life, located in Room 442, Potter Hall, or the Office of Equal Opportunity/504/ ADA Compliance, located in Room 13, Wetherby Administration Building,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 1.5.1. of the Constitution of shall be changed to state, “Each student has the right to a campus environment free of discrimination and/or harassment. Federal guidelines protect students against these practices and are covered by Title IX, Title VI, and Section 504. Any student who feels they are being discriminated against and/or harassed on the basis of race, sex, sexual orientation, religion, national origin, or a disability should report the incident in accordance with the Student Grievance Procedure outlined in this Handbook. Assistance in filing a report of harassment may be obtained from the Office of Student Life, located in Room

442, Potter Hall, or the Office of Equal Opportunity/504/ ADA Compliance, located in Room 13, Wetherby Administration Building,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 2.4 of the Bylaws states, “Any official request for censure of any justice, made by no less than ten (10) students, shall be investigated by the other six justices, with the president, or his/her designated representative, presiding and breaking any ties. The Judicial Council may also begin an investigation if a majority of the other six justices and the President, or his/her representative, believe it is necessary. If the justice is found to be neglecting or wanting in their duties, then a censure shall be issued,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 2.4 of the Bylaws shall be changed to state, “Any official request for censure of any justice, made by no less than ten (10) students, shall be investigated by the other six justices, with the president, or their designated representative, presiding and breaking any ties. The Judicial Council may also begin an investigation if a majority of the other six justices and the President, or their representative, believe it is necessary. If the justice is found to be neglecting or wanting in their duties, then a censure shall be issued,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 2.5 of the Bylaws states, “Any member of the Senate that has excessive absences, and/or has already received a Censure, shall be referred by the Speaker of the Senate to the Judicial Council, pursuant to Article Ill, Section 3.5, of the SGA Constitution. Once the member in question is notified of his/her excessive absences, he/she shall appear before the Judicial Council to explain why the member was so frequently absent, and provide information as why excessive absences on their part shall not occur again. The Judicial Council shall meet and decide on the matter within seven (7) days of receiving it and shall notify all parties involved as soon as possible,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 2.5 of the Bylaws shall be changed to state, “Any member of the Senate that has excessive absences, and/or has already received a Censure, shall be referred by the Speaker of the Senate to the Judicial Council, pursuant to Article Ill, Section 3.5, of the SGA Constitution. Once the member in question is notified of their excessive absences, they shall appear before the Judicial Council to explain why the member was so frequently absent, and provide information as why excessive absences on their part shall not occur again. The Judicial Council shall meet and decide on the matter within seven (7) days of receiving it and shall notify all parties involved as soon as possible,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 2.6 of the Bylaws states, “Any member of the Senate who resigns his/her seat shall notify the Speaker of the Senate as soon as possible. This shall also apply to the Chair(s) of the standing and special committees, who shall also notify the President and the Chief Justice of the Judicial Council,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 2.6 of the Bylaws shall be changed to state, “Any member of the Senate who resigns their seat shall notify the Speaker of the Senate as soon as possible. This shall also apply to the Chair(s) of the standing and special committees, who shall also notify the President and the Chief Justice of the Judicial Council,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 7.3 of the Bylaws states, “Committee vice-chairs shall perform the duties of the Chair in his/her absence and perform other duties as designated by the Committee, or the Chair, between meetings of the Committee,” and,

WHEREAS: Section 7.3 of the Bylaws shall be changed to state, “Committee vice-chairs shall perform the duties of the Chair in their absence and perform other duties as designated by the Committee, or the Chair, between meetings of the Committee,” and,

WHEREAS: A part of Section 8.2 of the Bylaws states, “The Oath shall be administered by the Judicial Council Chief Justice, or by the President in his/her absence, and is as follows…” and,

WHEREAS: A part of Section 8.2 of the Bylaws shall be changed to state, “The Oath shall be administered by the Judicial Council Chief Justice, or by the President in their absence, and is as follows…” and,

WHEREAS: This change of language in our Constitution and Bylaws will be more inclusive to gender non-conforming and non-binary students on campus who express interest in being involved with SGA, and,

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky

University will amend the Constitution and Bylaws so that any instance of “he/she” and “his/her” will be changed to the gender-neutral pronoun, “they”.

AUTHORS: Jillian Kenney, Sustainability Committee Secretary and Queer Student Union Financial Director

SPONSORS: Committee for Diversity and Inclusion

CONTACTS: Mark Clark, CDI Chair and Sponsor of Bill 22-18-F











[bookmark: _GoBack]Special Announcements and Events
I. None. 
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