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student oraanizations

Student organizations at Western Kentucky University provide an incredible opportunity to meet new
people, build leadership and event planning skills, share ideas, make connections across campus and
have fun! WKU is the home of over 300 student organizations providing opportunities for students to
engage with a wide variety of interests and activities. This involvement can provide students a
foundation for success, a passion for learning and a commitment to responsible global citizenship,
while fostering creativity and service. Organizations can not only provide membership but a safe
home from which students can pursue their passions.

For more information on Student Activities please visit www.wku.edu/sao/

WKU has over 20 active campus ministry organizations to meet the diverse
spiritual needs of our students. Campus ministries offer weekly services on
campus or at local churches. They also conduct retreats, mission trips, and local
service projects for the participants. Over the past several years, the various
campus ministries have promoted spiritual growth and faith formation on and off
campus through outreach and programming. For more information on joining a
campus ministry, visit www.wku.edu/campusministries or contact Student
Activities at 270-745-2459.
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VIP (Volunteering In Progress): This initiative dedicates each month to a different cause. The
monthly drives connect students to volunteer opportunities and service to the community, as well as
on campus. Along with monthly drives, VIP sponsors monthly volunteer days where students can
participate in a day of “action” by giving back to the community.

Up ‘til Dawn: This collegiate fundraising event benefits St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Students raise money through a letter writing campaign and other fundraising events. At the finale
event, those who raised money stay up all night, with the notion that cancer never sleeps. Bands,
games, food, and entertainment are provided to celebrate the year’s success and to energize the
students. Students also have the opportunity to serve on Up 'til Dawn’s executive board.

National Volunteer Week & Make a Difference Day: The purpose of these events is to stimulate and
emphasize student engagement efforts in the community by building awareness and providing
opportunities to serve. Each day highlights a variety of leadership activities on campus and within the
community. The goal is to target a broader section of campus by offering different activities during
both weeks events. ‘Make a Difference Day’ happens each fall and ‘National Volunteer Week’ is held in
the spring and is co-sponsored by The WKU Alive Center.

Relay for Life: As the American Cancer Society’s signature event, Relay For Life is an overnight event
which celebrates survivors, remembers those we have lost to cancer, and raises money for cancer
research, patient services, education, and advocacy. WKU holds its campus Relay For Life each fall.
Students, faculty and staff participate by forming a team or participating the night of the event to
support this great cause. Students can also serve on the event planning committee.

Alternative Breaks: Held during the fall and spring semester, students are given the opportunity to
spend their spring break giving back to various community service projects. Past breaks have included
trips to Savannah, GA, Charleston, SC, Memphis, TN, Tuscaloosa, AL and Mobile, AL. Students are
selected on the previous community service work and level of involvement and commitment.

If you're interested in any of the programs described above please contact either
Mindy Johnson, mindy.johnson@wku.edu, or Hunter Williams, hunter.williams@wku.edu.
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In 1956, Western Kentucky University students began
actively participating in the administration of the university
with the creation of the Student Advisory Council. Over the
next ten years, students struggled to achieve the influence
they desired, but in 1966 the student body ratified the first
version of its constitution and elected James P. “Jim” Haynes
as the first president of the Associated Students. In 1992, the
Associated Students changed its name to the Student
Government Association.

The Student Government Association of Western Kentucky
University is an organization committed to the advocacy of
every student that enters and subsequently exits WKU. SGA
believes that each student has a vital opinion and voice, and
the organization is fully committed to serving these
students. Like the federal government, the SGA is also
comprised of three branches - executive, legislative, and
judicial. These branches all have separate but fundamental
duties; however, members of SGA - regardless of branch

membership - collaborate often when developing new ideas
to better serve the student population. SGA has developed
numerous programs to help serve the needs of WKU.
Campus Clean-up, Campus Safety Walks, the Hall of
Distinguished Seniors, Dine with Decision Makers, the Rally

for Higher Education, Organizational Aid, Scholar
Development and Provide-A-Ride are examples of signature
services provided by the SGA.

The legislative branch’s Student Senate meets every
Tuesday at 5:00 pm in Cravens room 111. All WKU students
are invited to attend.

For more information, contact the SGA office at 745-4354 or
stop by their office which is located inside of the Student
Activities office, Cravens 13.
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WKU Student Activities Office
Cravens Library, Room 13

1906 College Heights Blvd. # 11044
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1097

Phone: (270) 743-2459
), Fax:(2101745 - 5195

WKU Student Activities
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