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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN APPLIED BEHAVIOR ANALYSIS 
 

REQUEST:  Approval of a Master of Science offered through the School of Teacher Education 
in the College of Education and Behavior Science  

FACTS:  The applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) Master of Science program is a 40-to-46-hour 
graduate program designed to prepare students for the Behavior Analyst Certification Board’s 
(BACB) current test content outline to prepare them for the Board-Certified Behavior Analysis 
(BCBA) examination. This program includes supervised clinical fieldwork in alignment with 
BACB requirements. This program prepares students to work with individuals with autism 
spectrum disorders, intellectual disabilities, or developmental disabilities in schools, 
communities, or local settings.   

Current projections indicate a strong demand for BCBA professionals. The job outlook for the 
state indicated a 67% increase by 2025, with even greater demand nationally. Despite this 
demand, ABA training programs in Kentucky are limited, and workforce gaps are especially 
evident in rural and other underserved areas. This program is designed to both meet the 
workforce demands for these professionals, as well as position WKU graduates to be highly 
competitive in this field. This program is designed to be aligned with Association for Behavior 
Analysis International (ABAI) and BACB requirements and is directly aligned to task list items 
and criteria from the behavior analyst certification exam, meaning graduates of this program will 
be especially well suited to pass the BCBA examination and meet these workforce needs.  

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 40-46 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal 
attached. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: This program will require the addition of two faculty lines. 
CEBS will evaluate opportunities to reallocate existing resources, such as open faculty lines, to 
support the ABA program, in addition to collaborating with the Provost’s Office for additional 
support. 

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of a Master of Science in Applied Behavioral Analysis to be 
implemented Fall 2026. 

MOTION: Approval to establish a Master of Science in Applied Behavioral Analysis with 
implementation in Fall 2026. 
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DIGITAL HEALTH AND DATA MANAGEMENT  
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 

 

REQUEST: Approval of a Graduate Certificate in Digital Health and Data Management through 
the Department of Public Health in the College of Health and Human Services. 

 

FACTS:  The graduate certificate in Digital Health and Data Management introduces health 
administration as it relates to current and future use of emerging technology for the provision of 
health services, to include the ethical and risk management implications with acquisition, sharing 
and governance of patient data. This program is designed to complement other programs at 
WKU, such as the Master of Health Administration (MHA) degree. Additionally, this program 
will integrate elective options from the Gordon Ford College of Business, as well as the 
Department of Public Health, in order to allow students to tailor the certificate to their individual 
areas of study. Additionally, this program can serve as an accessible on-ramp for students who 
may be interested in continuing with the MHA degree program, as some of the credit hours from 
this certificate program can apply toward the MHA degree. 

Graduates of this program will cultivate marketable skills related to health, business, and 
technology, as well as health administration. Data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) 
shows growth among occupations that could be supported by this degree to be above average. 
This program can equip graduates to better meet the evolving demands of data management 
within the healthcare industry.  

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 9 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal 
attached. 

 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: This graduate certificate uses existing faculty members. 

 

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of a Graduate Certificate in Digital Health and Data Management to 
be implemented Fall 2026. 

 

MOTION: Approval to establish a Graduate Certificate in Digital Health and Data 
Management with implementation in Fall 2026. 
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HEALTH POLICY AND SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT  
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 

 

REQUEST: Approval of a Graduate Certificate in Health Policy and Systems Management 
offered through the Department of Public Health in the College of Health and Human Services.  

 

FACTS:  The graduate certificate program in Health Policy and Systems Management will help 
prepare students and professionals for administrative and managerial positions in different types 
of healthcare facilities and agencies with a system-based perspective of health care 
environments. Students completing the Health Policy and Systems Management Graduate 
Certificate can apply credit hours toward the Master of Health Administration (MHA) degree. 

Graduates of this program will have a broad understanding of health administration and 
leadership and will be well-equipped to transition to the MHA degree program. In addition to 
helping drive interest in the MHA program, the Health Policy and Systems Management 
certificate will complement a variety of other programs offered at WKU, such as the Master of 
Science in Nursing (MSN), leadership, business, and social work degree programs. BLS data 
shows strong occupational growth for careers related to healthcare administration, meaning that 
graduates of this program will be well equipped to enter administrative and managerial roles 
within healthcare settings, as well as leverage this credential to advance within their careers.   

 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 9 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal 
attached. 

 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: This graduate certificate uses existing faculty members; no 
additional faculty lines are required.  

 

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of a Graduate Certificate in Health Policy and Systems Management 
to be implemented Fall 2026. 

 

MOTION: Approval to establish a Graduate Certificate in Health Policy and Systems 
Management with implementation in Fall 2026. 
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SUSTAINABILITY PRACTICES IN HEALTH LEADERSHIP  
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 

 

REQUEST: Approval of a Graduate Certificate in Sustainability Practices in Health Leadership 
offered through the Department of Public Health in the College of Health and Human Services. 

 

FACTS:  An effort to provide continued study for students who wish to focus on sustainability 
within healthcare settings, the Sustainability Practices in Health Leadership Graduate Certificate 
will prepare students to lead meaningful sustainability initiatives aimed at improving the quality 
of life for both staff and patients within a medical setting. This program will help students learn 
to integrate evidence-based practices and green technologies so that they will be equipped to 
meet industry needs while safeguarding the health of future generations.  

Graduates of this program will be uniquely equipped to meet the sustainability challenges 
present in the modern healthcare industry. In recent years, a particular emphasis has been placed 
on sustainability within healthcare settings, and this program will prepare graduates to enter a 
career landscape with a new focus on minimizing impact on the community, environment, and 
future generations. Additionally, this program will provide pathways for students to transition 
into the Master of Health Administration (MHA) degree, thus serving as a valuable recruitment 
tool.  

 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 9 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal 
attached. 

 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: This graduate certificate uses existing faculty members; no 
new faculty lines are required.  

 

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of a Graduate Certificate in Sustainability Practices in Health 
Leadership to be implemented Fall 2026. 

 

MOTION: Approval to establish a Graduate Certificate in Sustainability Practices in Health 
Leadership with implementation in Fall 2026. 
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GLOBAL ECONOMIC ISSUES UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE 
 

REQUEST: Approval of an undergraduate certificate in Global Economic Issues offered 
through the Department of Economics in the Gordon Ford College of Business. 

 

FACTS: The certificate in Global Economic Issues will prepare students to learn about the field 
of global economics, particularly the international macroeconomic elements of that area. This 
program will provide valuable insight about economic principles and concepts to students from 
programs other than Economics. This program will provide graduates with a broad base of 
knowledge relating to the field of economics and will better prepare them for careers in areas 
related to social sciences.  

 

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 9 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal 
attached. 

 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: This undergraduate certificate encompasses courses that are 
already included in the Colonnade Program; no new faculty lines will be required.  

 

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of an Undergraduate Certificate in Global Economic Issues to be 
implemented Fall 2026. 

 

MOTION: Approval to establish an Undergraduate Certificate in Global Economic Issues 
with implementation in Fall 2026. 
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN DISASTER SCIENCE 

REQUEST: Approval of a Bachelor of Science in Disaster Science offered through the 
Department of Earth, Environmental, and Atmospheric Sciences in the Ogden College of Science 
and Engineering.  

FACTS: The Bachelor of Science in Disaster Science builds upon traditional emergency 
management practices to include a better understanding of the complex causal relationships that 
yield the destructive outcomes trending in modern catastrophic events. This program prepares 
students to function effectively in all phases of the disaster cycle, with particular focus on 
preparedness, prevention, and mitigation efforts to lessen the potential for loss of life, property, 
and environmental impacts. 

This program focuses on an interdisciplinary approach, combining elements of environmental 
science, engineering, public health, social sciences, and emergency management in order to 
promote the development of career-oriented skills and competencies that will help prepare 
graduates for careers in areas such as emergency management, disaster risk reduction, 
environmental policy, humanitarian aid, and urban planning. BLS projections indicate steady 
growth of approximately 3% in roles related to this program nationally, with higher growth 
expected locally. The BS in Disaster Science will prepare graduates to fill these roles through its 
distinctive scientific and technical focus—building off courses in GIS (Geographic Information 
Systems), remote sensing, and weather and climate modeling already present at WKU—as well 
as through an emphasis on fieldwork and practical applications. Opportunities to engage in 
fieldwork, internships, simulations, and direct work with local and state agencies will position 
graduates of this program to enter careers related to Disaster Science with practical knowledge 
and experience.  

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 52 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal
attached.

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: This program will leverage existing tenure-track faculty, 
coupled with a temporary faculty hire and existing part-time faculty, all of whom will be covered 
under the first-year projected tuition revenue. An additional faculty line will be needed after the 
first year, but that is projected to be covered by tuition revenue.  

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of a Bachelor of Science in Disaster Science to be implemented Fall 
2026. 

MOTION: Approval to establish a Bachelor of Science in Disaster Science with 
implementation in Fall 2026. 
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MASTER OF SCIENCE IN DISASTER SCIENCE 

REQUEST: Approval of Master of Science offered through the Department of Earth, 
Environmental, and Atmospheric Sciences in the Ogden College of Science and Engineering. 

FACTS: The Master of Science in Disaster Science builds upon traditional emergency 
management practices to include a better understanding of the complex causal relationships that 
yield the destructive outcomes trending in modern catastrophic events. This program integrates 
science-based principles from emergency management; earth, environmental, and atmospheric 
sciences; public health; engineering; and social sciences to prepare graduates for leadership roles 
in disaster preparedness, response, recovery, mitigation, and research. 

This program will build on the successes of and replace the Emergency Management Disaster 
Science (EMDS) track within the Homeland Security Science (HSS) MS program in the 
Department of Physics and Astronomy. In doing so, the new MS in Disaster Science program 
will focus more on the mechanics of disasters, as well as emphasize how to improve 
preparedness, response, and recovery from disasters. Graduates of the existing EMDS track have 
reported success in obtaining employment and promotion, and this new focused approach of the 
MS in Disaster Science will be well positioned to build on those successes.  

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 30 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal
attached.

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: This program will require one new faculty line but will 
otherwise utilize existing faculty members. It is projected that tuition revenue will be able to 
sustain the cost of this faculty line by year two. 

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of a Master of Science in Disaster Science to be implemented Fall 2026. 

MOTION: Approval to establish a Master of Science in Disaster Science with implementation 
in Fall 2026. 
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ENVIRONMENTAL, EARTH, AND 
SUSTAINABILITY SCIENCES 

REQUEST: Approval of a Bachelor of Science in Environmental, Earth, and Sustainability 
Sciences offered through the Department of Earth, Environmental, and Atmospheric Sciences in 
the Ogden College of Science and Engineering.  

FACTS:  The BS in Environmental, Earth, and Sustainability Sciences (EESS) equips students 
to understand and solve environmental challenges through an integrated study of environmental 
sciences, geosciences, sustainability, and environmental management. Graduates pursue careers 
in environmental consulting and compliance, geoscience, GIS/remote sensing, sustainability 
planning, natural resource and environmental management, geotechnical and engineering 
support, climate and conservation, government agencies, or continue to graduate study and 
Professional Geologist (PG) licensure pathways. 

Through immersive fieldwork, laboratory analysis, and geospatial/data-science training, students 
learn to analyze complex environmental and geoscience problems while building strong 
foundations in scientific writing, quantitative reasoning, and professional communication. 
Students choose between two concentrations: Environmental & Sustainability Sciences, which 
focuses on global sustainability, environmental processes and resource management, and 
geospatial applications; and Environmental & Geological Sciences, which focuses on earth 
materials and environmental processes, energy and critical minerals, and hydrology, and aligns 
with PG licensure preparation. 

The BS in EESS will consolidate existing BS programs in Environmental, Sustainability, and 
Geographic Studies, as well as Geological Sciences. By consolidating these under a single 
degree with two tracks, all of these topics will be united into a single, coherent program, which 
will reduce duplication while preserving existing workforce and licensure pathways.  

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 48-53 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal
attached.

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: By consolidating existing programs, this degree program 
will utilize existing faculty members and require no new faculty lines, although enrollment 
growth may require new positions in the future.  

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of a Bachelor of Science in Environmental, Earth, and Sustainability 
Sciences to be implemented Fall 2026. 

MOTION: Approval to establish a Bachelor of Science in Environmental, Earth, and 
Sustainability Sciences with implementation in Fall 2026. 
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STATISTICAL DATA SCIENCE GRADUATE CERTIFICATE 

REQUEST: Approval of a Graduate Certificate in Statistical Data Science offered through the 
Department of Mathematics in the Ogden College of Science and Engineering.  

FACTS: With the explosion of large data sets in recent years, the fields of data analytics, data 
science, and applied statistics have seen commensurate growth. The Graduate Certificate in 
Statistical Data Science will provide students with knowledge pertaining to statistics, data 
science, and numerical linear algebra, which form the basis of many of these in-demand fields. 
Graduates of this program will develop skills and knowledge that will equip them to enter the 
workforce in data science roles, as well as provide a strong foundation for additional academic 
study.  

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 12 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal
attached.

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: This graduate certificate uses existing faculty members; no 
additional faculty lines are required.  

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of a Graduate Certificate in Statistical Data Science to be implemented 
Fall 2026. 

MOTION: Approval to establish a Graduate Certificate in Statistical Data Science with 
implementation in Fall 2026. 



: Statistical Data Science 1

: STATISTICAL DATA SCIENCE
In Workflow
1. MATH Approval (kanita.ducloux@wku.edu)
2. SC Dean (cathleen.webb@wku.edu; stuart.burris@wku.edu; jennifer.anderson@wku.edu)
3. SC Curriculum Committee (cathleen.webb@wku.edu; stuart.burris@wku.edu; jennifer.anderson@wku.edu)
4. Graduate Curriculum Committee (erin.warfel@wku.edu)
5. Graduate Council (kirk.atkinson@wku.edu; whitley.stone@wku.edu)
6. University Senate (daniel.clark@wku.edu)
7. Provost (robert.fischer@wku.edu; rheanna.plemons@wku.edu)
8. Board of Regents (all)
9. CPE (rheanna.plemons@wku.edu)

10. Program Inventory (jennifer.hammonds@wku.edu; jessica.dorris@wku.edu)

Approval Path
1. Mon, 22 Sep 2025 17:55:09 GMT

Kanita DuCloux (kanita.ducloux): Approved for MATH Approval
2. Tue, 23 Sep 2025 16:08:22 GMT

Cathleen Webb (cathleen.webb): Approved for SC Dean
3. Thu, 30 Oct 2025 21:03:02 GMT

Cathleen Webb (cathleen.webb): Approved for SC Curriculum Committee
4. Thu, 06 Nov 2025 21:54:25 GMT

Erin Warfel (erin.warfel): Approved for Graduate Curriculum Committee
5. Thu, 13 Nov 2025 21:24:59 GMT

John Atkinson (kirk.atkinson): Approved for Graduate Council
6. Tue, 06 Jan 2026 19:58:16 GMT

Daniel Clark (daniel.clark): Approved for University Senate
7. Tue, 03 Feb 2026 19:14:25 GMT

Rheanna Plemons (rheanna.plemons): Approved for Provost

New Program Proposal
Date Submitted: Wed, 17 Sep 2025 21:12:58 GMT

Viewing: : Statistical Data Science
Last edit: Wed, 17 Sep 2025 21:12:57 GMT
Changes proposed by: rch75904
Proposed Action
Active 

Contact Person

Name Email Phone
Mikhail Khenner mikhail.khenner@wku.edu 270-745-2797

Term of Implementation
2026-2027 

Academic Level
Graduate 

Program Type
Certificate - Graduate 

Department
Mathematics 

College
Science and Engineering 

Program Name (eg. Biology)
Statistical Data Science 

mailto:kanita.ducloux@wku.edu
kanita.ducloux@wku.edu
mailto:cathleen.webb@wku.edu; stuart.burris@wku.edu; jennifer.anderson@wku.edu
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mailto:kirk.atkinson@wku.edu; whitley.stone@wku.edu
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CIP Code
27.0503 - Mathematics and Statistics.

Will this program lead to teacher certification?
No 

Does the proposed program contain 25% or more new content not previously taught in another course at WKU? If yes, contact the
Office of the Provost for additional SACSCOC proposal requirements
Yes 

Catalog Content
Program Overview (Catalog field: Overview tab)
The Graduate Certificate in Statistical Data Science offers a 12-hour program that covers statistics, data science, and some of the
underlying statistics and numerical linear algebra in data science with select applications.

Admission Requirements (Catalog field: Program Admission)

Program Admission
1. A 2.75 cumulative GPA.
2. Completion of the following undergraduate courses:

a. two-semester single-variable calculus sequence;
b. linear algebra;
c. discrete mathematics;
d. statistics or probability course;
e. one-year sequence of programming courses;
f. B.A. degree with a major in either Computer Science, Engineering, Mathematics, Statistics, or Physics.

3. A cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale) in at least one of the following:
a. all mathematics and computer science courses that are listed in (a) through (e) of Item 2 above; or
b. all courses in the major listed in (f) of Item 2 above.  Students cannot enter the program if they have a deficiency in the courses

listed in Item 2 above.
All applicants must submit the following documents for consideration:
1. Transcripts
2. Curriculum Vitae (CV)

Curriculum Requirements (Catalog field: Program Requirements)

Program Requirements (12 hours)
Code Title Hours
Required Courses
MATH 406G Numerical Analysis II (Numerical Linear Algebra with Applications

in Data Science)
3

STAT 480G Course STAT 480G Not Found 3
STAT 549 Statistical Methods I 3
CS 555 Data Science 3

or CS 456G Artificial Intelligence
Total Hours 12

Will this program be managed or owned by more than one department?
No 

Does this program include courses from outside your department?
Yes 

Outside Courses Details

Who approved including these courses? When were they approved?
CS course was chosen after consulting with computer science in 2024. 2024
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Relation to Mission and Strategic Plan
Explain how the proposed program relates to the institutional mission and academic strategic plan.
The Graduate Certificate in Statistical Data Science could become a building block for the interdisciplinary Masters and PhD
programs in Data Science. It offers students and professionals an opportunity to expand a skill set that is needed in the Bowling
Green area and the state of Kentucky. 

Explain how the proposed program addresses the state's postsecondary education strategic agenda
A Graduate Certificate in Statistical Data Science provides a high-quality certificate that provides the state of Kentucky a more skilled,
productive workforce, which can accelerate job creation within the state. 

Program Quality and Demand
Provide justification and evidence to support the need and demand for this proposed program. Include any data on student demand;
career opportunities at the regional, state, and national level; and any changes or trends in the discipline that necessitate a new
program.

Please insert one Learning Outcome per box. Click green plus sign for additional LO boxes

Learning Outcomes and Measurement Plan

List all student learning outcomes of the program. Measurement Plan
SLO 1 Read, analyze, and solve problems in statistics

commensurate with that of students in a statistics
graduate program.

The instructor of record for STAT 549, Statistical Methods
I, a required course for the certificate, will designate a
portion of the final exam or project to be evaluated by a
2-3 person committee appointed by the graduate director
of the Certificate in Statistical Data Science program. We
expect 75% of the students to score 75% or higher on that
portion of the final exam or project to meet this student
learning outcome.

SLO 2 Apply techniques in statistics to applications in data
science commensurate with that of students in a
statistics graduate program.

The instructor of record for STAT 480G, Advanced
Statistical Data Analysis, a required course for the
certificate, will designate a portion of the final exam
or project to be evaluated by a 2-3 person committee
appointed by the graduate director of the Certificate in
Statistical Data Science program. We expect 75% of the
students to score 75% or higher on that portion of the final
exam or project to meet this student learning outcome.

SLO 3 Apply techniques in numerical linear algebra to
applications in data science commensurate with that of
students in a mathematics graduate program.

The instructor of record for MATH 406G, 
Numerical Linear Algebra with Applications in Data
Science, a required course for the certificate, will
designate a portion of the final exam or project to be
evaluated by a 2-3 person committee appointed by the
graduate director of the Certificate in Statistical Data
Science program. We expect 75% of the students to score
75% or higher on that portion of the final exam or project
to meet this student learning outcome.

Assessment Template: https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/ee/assurance_learning_resources.php

Upload Assessment Plan
Statistical_Data_Science_2026-27_asl.docx 
Statistical_Data_Science_2026-27_curriculum_map.xlsx 

Does the proposed program differ from existing programs in terms of curriculum, focus, objectives, etc.?
Yes 

Please explain
The program emphasizes some of the statistical and numerical linear algebra underpinnings of data science. 

Does the proposed program serve a different student population (i.e., students in a different geographic area, non-traditional
students) from existing programs?
Yes 

https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/ee/assurance_learning_resources.php
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Please explain
The program can potentially serve working professionals in the Bowling Green area. 

Is access to existing programs limited?
No 

Describe how the proposed program will articulate with related programs in the state. It should describe the extent to which students
transfer has been explored and coordinated with other institutions.
The program is intended to support recent WKU graduates and professionals in the extended Bowling Green area. 

Describe student demand data for this program.
A student survey shows that new programs for students with a strong mathematical and/or statistical program that improve data
literacy and better prepare them for the workforce are attractive. 
With the explosion of data and large data sets over the last 15 years, the program better prepares students for the high-demand jobs
in data analytics and data science. 

Will this program replace or enhance any existing program(s) or concentration(s) within an existing program?
No 

Program Demand Data and Support Documents
MSProgram_DataScience_Poll_Results.docx 

Delivery Mode
Is 25% or more of this program offered at a location other than main campus?
No 

Is 50% or more of this program offered by distance education (online asynchronous, online synchronous, connected classrooms,
etc.)?
No 

Do you plan to offer 100% of this program online?
No 

If no, enter the percentage of the program that will be taught online.
0 

Do you plan to offer 100% of this program face-to-face?
Yes 

Do you plan to offer at least 25% of this program as a direct assessment competency-based educational program?
No 

Rationale
Rationale for the program proposal?
Data analytics, data science, and applied statistics are high-demand jobs. The Graduate Certificate in Statistical Data Science
emphasizes some of the underpinnings of data science in statistics and numerical linear algebra while simultaneously better
preparing students in the program for industrial jobs. Additionally, the Graduate Certificate in Statistical Data Science may serve as a
building block for the interdisciplinary Masters and proposed PhD programs in Data Science. 

Budgetary Implications
Budget Template: 
https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/pd/process_overview.php

Additional Attachments
Statistical_Data_Science_certificate_budget_spreadsheet_2026-27.xlsx 

Key: 408

https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/pd/process_overview.php
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BACHELOR OF ARTS IN INTEGRATED ADVERTISING 
& PUBLIC RELATIONS 

REQUEST: Approval of a Bachelor of Arts in Integrated Advertising & Public Relations 
offered through the School of Media & Communication in the Potter College of Arts and Letters. 

FACTS: The AB in Integrated Advertising & Public Relations will combine the existing 
Advertising and Public Relations AB degree programs into a single, streamlined program. This 
new program will prepare students to thrive in a professional workplace that has increasingly 
shifted to an integrated approach to advertising and public relations. Skills in cross-platform 
content creation, integrated campaign analytics, and unified messaging provide students with a 
well-rounded and adaptable knowledge base desired by advertising and public relations 
organizations. Additionally, this new streamlined major will allow students the flexibility to 
further expand their skills with the addition of another major, minor, or certificate, providing 
additional depth to their educational experience.  

Graduates of this program will have a broad base of knowledge across both the advertising and 
public relations landscapes and will be well positioned for success on an increasingly integrated, 
global job market. BLS data shows healthy growth, nationally, for advertising and public 
relations careers, and data from the Kentucky Center for Statistics show similar growth locally. 
By streamlining the efforts of the existing Advertising and Public Relations, Integrated 
Advertising & Public Relations will build on the strengths of these in-demand programs to offer 
additional depth and cross-training for students.  

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS: 39 HOURS* 
*Complete curriculum and program requirements are in the Curriculum Program Proposal
attached.

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: This graduate certificate uses existing faculty members; no 
new faculty lines are required. 

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of a Bachelor of Arts in Integrated Advertising & Public Relations to 
be implemented Fall 2026. 

MOTION: Approval to establish a Bachelor of Arts in Integrated Advertising & Public 
Relations with implementation in Fall 2026. 
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: INTEGRATED ADVERTISING & PUBLIC RELATIONS
In Workflow
1. SOMC Approval (ron.demarse@wku.edu; angela.jerome@wku.edu)
2. AR Dean (merrall.price@wku.edu)
3. AR Curriculum Committee (merrall.price@wku.edu)
4. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (ashley.fox@wku.edu; kimberly.pharris@wku.edu)
5. University Senate (daniel.clark@wku.edu)
6. Provost (robert.fischer@wku.edu; rheanna.plemons@wku.edu)
7. Board of Regents (all)
8. CPE (rheanna.plemons@wku.edu)
9. Program Inventory (jennifer.hammonds@wku.edu; jessica.dorris@wku.edu)
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College
Arts & Letters 

Was your Notification of Intent (submitted to CPE by the Provost's Office) approved?
Yes 

Program Name (eg. Biology)
Integrated Advertising & Public Relations 

Will this program have concentrations?
Yes 

Concentrations
Concentrations:

• Advertising (AD)
• Public Relations (PR)

CIP Code
09.0900 - Public Relations, Advertising, and Applied Communication.

Will this program lead to teacher certification?
No 

Does the proposed program contain 25% or more new content not previously taught in another course at WKU? If yes, contact the
Office of the Provost for additional SACSCOC proposal requirements
No 

Catalog Content
Program Overview (Catalog field: Overview tab)
This program will prepare students to thrive in a professional workplace that has increasingly shifted to an integrated approach to
advertising and public relations. Skills in cross-platform content creation, integrated campaign analytics, and unified messaging
provide students with a well-rounded and adaptable knowledge base desired by advertising and public relations organizations.

Curriculum Requirements (Catalog field: Program Requirements)

Admission Requirements
Students wishing to enter the major in Integrated Advertising & Public Relations initially are admitted as majors seeking admission.
Prospective majors may take no more than 15 hours in the major before admission. Students must meet the following requirements
before they can be admitted:
1. Completion of a minimum of 24 hours of coursework applicable to a baccalaureate degree;
2. A minimum overall grade point average of 2.5;
3. Completion of ENG 100 with a grade of “C” or better and 9 additional hours in general education
4. Completion of SMC 101 and ADPR 200 with a grade of “C” or better 

Program Requirements (39 Hours)
The major offers two concentrations: Advertising (AD) or Public Relations (PR)
Code Title Hours
Required Courses, Both Concentrations
SMC 101 Understanding Media Content, Ethics and Technology 3
ADPR 200 Course ADPR 200 Not Found 3
AD 230 Digital Tools 3
SMC 301 Mass Communication Law and Ethics 3
ADPR 321 Course ADPR 321 Not Found 3

or COMM 300 Introduction to Applied Communication Research
or PS 302 Research Design in Political Science
or SOCL 302 Social Research Methods

ADPR 494 Course ADPR 494 Not Found 3
SMC 310 Media Diversity 3

or AFAM 343 Communities of Struggle
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or ASL 302 Deaf Culture in America
or COMM 363 Interracial Communication
or COMM 365 Intercultural Communication
or COMM 371 Communication in Multinational Organizations
or CRIM 361 Race, Class, and Crime
or CRIM 446 Gender, Crime, and Justice
or FLK 280 Cultural Diversity in the U S
or FLK 373 Folklore and the Media
or GWS 375 American Masculinities
or HIST 302 Disability in the United States
or HIST 343 Communities of Struggle
or LEAD 450 Leadership in Global Contexts
or PH 410 Global Perspectives on Population Health
or PS 373 Minority Politics
or SOCL 355 Sociology of Gender
or SOCL 362 Social Institutions: Race, Class, and Gender
or SOCL 375 Diversity in American Society
or SOCL 376 Sociology of Globalization
or SPS 400 Foundations of Global Citizenship
or SWRK 300 Diversity and Social Welfare

Total Hours 21

Advertising Concentration
Code Title Hours
Required Courses
MKT 220 Basic Marketing Concepts 3
AD 330 Branding 3
AD 349 Advertising Media 3
Content Creation Electives (Choose THREE of the following courses; TWO must be at the 300+ level) 9

AD 400 Special Topics Advertising
AD 415 Study Abroad in Advertising
AD 489 AD Internship or Practicum
AD 495 Independent Study in Advertising
ART 243 Digital Media
ART 399 Professional Work
ART 499 Career Experience in Art
BCOM 264 Digital Video Production and Distribution
COMM 346 Persuasion
ENG 212 Introduction to Digital Texts and Media

or COMM 212 Introduction to Digital Texts and Media
MKT 321 Consumer Behavior
MKT 322 Integrated Marketing Communications
MKT 323 Services Marketing
MKT 324 International Marketing
MKT 325 Personal Selling
MKT 326 Sports Marketing
MKT 327 Retailing Management and Strategy
MKT 328 Digital Marketing
MKT 329 Business-To-Business Marketing
MKT 331 Social Media Marketing
MKT 427 Entrepreneurial Marketing
PR 385 Artificial Intelligence in Public Relations
SMC 102 Media Content, Collaboration and Community
UX 220 Introduction to User Experience Design
UX 300 User Experience Strategy & Content Creation
VJP 131 Fundamentals of Photography
VJP 261 Mobile Media Storytelling
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VJP 330 Short Form Documentary
VJP 332 Visual Media Editing and Design
VJP 339 Visual Media Business Practices

Total Hours 18

Public Relations Concentration
Code Title Hours
Required Courses
JOUR 202 Introduction to News Writing 3

or BCOM 265 Basic Broadcast News
or BCOM 325 Survey of Electronic Media Writing

PR 358 Public Relations Writing and Production 3
PR 385 Artificial Intelligence in Public Relations 3
Content Creation Electives (Choose THREE of the following courses, TWO must be at the 300+ level) 9

AD 250 Personal Branding
ART 399 Professional Work
ART 499 Career Experience in Art
BCOM 264 Digital Video Production and Distribution
BCOM 265 Basic Broadcast News
BCOM 266 Basic Television Production
BCOM 325 Survey of Electronic Media Writing
BCOM 368 News Videography and Editing
BCOM 335 News Discovery and Selection
COMM 315 Sport Communication

or SPM 315 Sport Communication
COMM 320 Health Communication
COMM 346 Persuasion
COMM 345 Advanced Presentational Speaking
COMM 349 Small Group Communication
COMM 364 Crisis Communication
ENG 212 Introduction to Digital Texts and Media

or COMM 212 Introduction to Digital Texts and Media
JOUR 323 Multiplatform News Presentation
JOUR 325 Feature Writing
PR 347 Sport Media Relations
PR 400 Special Topics in Public Relations
PR 415 Study Abroad in Public Relations
PR 489 PR Internship or Practicum
PR 495 Study in Public Relations
MKT 220 Basic Marketing Concepts
MKT 322 Integrated Marketing Communications
MKT 331 Social Media Marketing
SMC 102 Media Content, Collaboration and Community
SPM 305 Sport Event Management
VJP 261 Mobile Media Storytelling
VJP 330 Short Form Documentary

Total Hours 18

4-Year Plan

Finish in Four Plan
Advertising Concentration
First Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
SMC 101 3 ADPR 230 3
COMM 145 3 AD CONCENTRATION CONTENT CREATION ELECTIVE 3
ADPR 200 3 COLONNADE COLLEGE COMPOITION (IF NEEDED) (F-

W1)
3
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COLONNADE QUANTITATIVE REASONING (F-
QR)

3 COLONNADE WORLD HISTORY (F-SB) 3

WORLD LANGUAGE (IF NEEDED) OR UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE COLONNADE NATURAL & PHYSICAL SCIENCE (E-
NS)

3

12 15
Second Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
MKT 220 3 COLONNADE LITERARY STUDIES (F-AH) 3
COLONNADE ARTS AND HUMANITIES (E-
AH)

3 COLONNADE SOCIO-CULTURAL (K-SC) 3

COLONNADE NATURAL & PHYSICAL SCIENCE WITH LAB (E-
NS, SL)

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

15 15
Third Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
ADPR 321 3 SMC 301 3
AD CONCENTRATION CONTENT CREATION ELECTIVE 3 SYSTEMS COURSE (E.G., COMM 349) (K-

SY)
3

DIVERSITY ELECTIVE (SMC 310, COMM 365) OR ANOTHER APPROVED COURSE 3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

COLONNADE WRITING IN THE DISCIPLINES (E.G., COMM 200; F-
W2)

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

15 15
Fourth Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
AD 330 3 ADPR 494 3
AD 349 3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/

MINOR COURSE
3

AD CONCENTRATION CONTENT CREATION ELECTIVE 3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

15 15
Total Hours 117

Public Relations Concentration 
First Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
SMC 101 3 ADPR 230 3
COMM 145 3 PR CONCENTRATION CONTENT CREATION ELECTIVE 3
ADPR 200 3 COLONNADE COLLEGE COMPOITION (IF NEEDED) (F-

W1)
3

COLONNADE QUANTITATIVE REASONING (F-
QR)

3 COLONNADE WORLD HISTORY (F-SB) 3

WORLD LANGUAGE (IF NEEDED) OR UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE COLONNADE NATURAL & PHYSICAL SCIENCE (E-
NS)

3

12 15
Second Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
JOUR 202, BCOM 265, or BCOM 325 3 COLONNADE LITERARY STUDIES (F-AH) 3
COLONNADE ARTS AND HUMANITIES (E-
AH)

3 COLONNADE SOCIO-CULTURAL (K-SC) 3

COLONNADE NATURAL & PHYSICAL SCIENCE WITH LAB (E-
NS, SL)

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

15 15
Third Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
ADPR 321 3 SMC 301 3
PR CONCENTRATION CONTENT CREATION ELECTIVE 3 SYSTEMS COURSE (E.G., COMM 349) (K-

SY)
3
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DIVERSITY ELECTIVE (SMC 310, COMM 365) OR ANOTHER APPROVED COURSE 3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

COLONNADE WRITING IN THE DISCIPLINES (E.G., COMM 200; F-
W2)

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

15 15
Fourth Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
PR 358 3 ADPR 494 3
PR 385 3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/

MINOR COURSE
3

PR CONCENTRATION CONTENT CREATION ELECTIVE 3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

15 15
Total Hours 117

Public Relations Concentration
First Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
SMC 101 3 ADPR 230 3
COMM 145 3 AD CONCENTRATION CONTENT CREATION ELECTIVE 3
ADPR 200 3 COLONNADE COLLEGE COMPOITION (IF NEEDED) (F-

W1)
3

COLONNADE QUANTITATIVE REASONING (F-
QR)

3 COLONNADE WORLD HISTORY (F-SB) 3

WORL LANGUAGE (IF NEEDED) OR UNIVERSITY EXPERIENCE 3 COLONNADE NATURAL & PHYSICAL SCIENCE (E-
NS)

3

15 15
Second Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
MKT 220 3 COLONNADE LITERARY STUDIES (F-AH) 3
COLONNADE ARTS AND HUMANITIES (E-
AH)

3 COLONNADE SOCIO-CULTURAL (K-SC) 3

COLONNADE NATURAL & PHYSICAL SCIENCE WITH LAB (E-
NS, SL)

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

15 15
Third Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
ADPR 321 3 SMC 301 3
AD CONCENTRATION CONTENT CREATION ELECTIVE 3 SYSTEMS COURSE (E.G., COMM 349) (K-

SY)
3

DIVERSITY ELECTIVE (SMC 310, COMM 365) OR ANOTHER APPROVED COURSE 3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

COLONNADE WRITING IN THE DISCIPLINES (E.G., COMM 200; F-
W2)

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

15 15
Fourth Year
Fall Hours Spring Hours
AD 330 3 ADPR 494 3
AD 349 3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/

MINOR COURSE
3

AD CONCENTRATION CONTENT CREATION ELECTIVE 3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3 2ND MAJOR/CERTIFICATE/
MINOR COURSE

3

15 15
Total Hours 120
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Will this program be managed or owned by more than one department?
No 

Does this program include courses from outside your department?
Yes 

Outside Courses Details

Who approved including these courses? When were they approved?
Lukas Forbes, All Marketing Courses 9/11/2025
ART 243, 399, 499 and UX 220, 300, Kristina Arnold 9/30.2025
ENG 212, Alison Langdon 9/11/2025
SPM 305, Stacey Forsythe 10/8/2025
PS 302, Scott Lasley 10/9/2025
SOCL 302, Amy Krull

Relation to Mission and Strategic Plan
Explain how the proposed program relates to the institutional mission and academic strategic plan.
The reason this program is being created is because we understand that scholarly excellence in the fields of AD and PR requires
cross training in an increasingly digital world. Students who are cross-trained in this manner will be more prepared for success on the
global stage. Further, streamlining these two programs into one major gives students the flexibility to pick up another major, minor,
or certificate which will give them more career depth. It also makes the cost of getting an education in these areas more affordable.
While both programs already have high 4-year and 6-year graduation rates, this streamline should only increase this potential.

From the first class, this program will focus on the need for professional communicators to understand and engage with diverse
audiences (demographically, geographically, socioeconomically, and politically). This program will also be innovative because it will
expose student to the most cutting edge software, research, and technology in the AD&PR industries. Such focus on the part of the
faculty, will undoubtedly open up more research and creative opportunities, especially as the students reach the new capstone class
in the major. 

Explain how the proposed program addresses the state's postsecondary education strategic agenda
Student in the existing, separate programs have high 4- and 6-year graduation rates and a solid track record for gaining meaningful
employment. We suspect this streamlined program will only increase such results. We also suspect this innovative, integrated
curriculum will attract more majors than the programs would if they remain separate. We have worked hard to decrease and remove
overlap between the content in the courses so that students will get everything they need in the fewest number of hours possible.
By doing a deep dive into course content and assignments, we were also able to find ways to expose our students to more content
creation courses which will better prepare them for careers in the industry. This program is a professional preparation program. It
takes guidance from industry trends and current research to make sure its graduates are career ready. We just received CEPR re-
accreditation and will be up for re-accreditation by ACEJMC in the next cycle.

Further, this program meets all of the Kentucky Graduate Profile 10 Essential Skills. Across the curriculum students will be asked
to communicate effectively, both in writing and in public speaking. In creating professional-quality, ethical campaigns, student will
be asked to think critically, apply quantitative reasoning to make informed decisions, work in groups and teams, consider diverse
audience opinions. 

Program Quality and Demand
Provide justification and evidence to support the need and demand for this proposed program. Include any data on student demand;
career opportunities at the regional, state, and national level; and any changes or trends in the discipline that necessitate a new
program.

Please insert one Learning Outcome per box. Click green plus sign for additional LO boxes
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Learning Outcomes and Measurement Plan

List all student learning outcomes of the program. Measurement Plan
SLO 1 Demonstrate an understanding of the principles and laws

of freedom of speech/press, professional ethics, cultural
proficiency, and the historical role of media institutions in
shaping communications

Instrument 1-Direct-Analysis of research papers from
sections of SMC 301-Mass Communication Law/Ethics
(Rubric) or other defined artifact

Instrument 2-Direct-Analysis of Pre/Post test from
sections of SMC 101-Understanding Media

Instrument 3-Indirect-Analysis of aggregate SMC Student
Exit Surveys

Instrument 4-Indirect-Analysis of aggregate student
awards, graduation rates and employment data 

SLO 2 Apply analytical reasoning skills using tools and
technology appropriate to the discipline in the research,
presentation, and evaluation of information.

Instrument 1-Direct-Analysis of Student Portfolio and/or
Capstone Project (Rubric)

Instrument 2-Direct-Analysis of Employer Internship
Evaluations (Rubric)

Instrument 3-Indirect-Analysis of aggregate SMC Student
Exit Surveys

Instrument 4-Indirect-Analysis of aggregate student
awards, graduation rates and employment data 

SLO 3 Demonstrate knowledge and skills required for campaign
research, data-based strategy, effective decision making,
planning, and evaluation in the advertising and public
relations fields

Evaluation of capstone project in ADPR 400 or the ADPR
489 portfolio

SLO 4 Demonstrate proficiency in utilizing industry-standard
advertising and public relations technologies for
actionable media planning, media monitoring, content
creation, and campaign reporting, analytics, and
evaluation.

Evaluation of capstone project in ADPR 400 or the ADPR
489 portfolio

Assessment Template: https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/ee/assurance_learning_resources.php

Upload Assessment Plan
ADPR_asl_template.docx 

Change in Discipline (If the program is being proposed to meet changes in the academic discipline, please outline those changes and
explain why they necessitate development of a new program.)
The inclusion of SMC 101, 301, and 310 are being done so that the new program will be in line with ACEJMC accreditation standards
during SMC's next re-accreditation cycle. Further, during AD's APR review, it was recommended that we find ways to include more
content creation courses in the major. Taking all of this, as well as changes in the industry into account, we decided to develop this
new, streamlined program. Our CEPR accreditation team supported a draft of our plan when they reviewed it last spring. 

Specify any distinctive qualities of the program.
Students will be able to access a thorough education in both the AD and PR professions without having to double major.

Course realignment now affords students more content creation electives.

It will be aligned with ACEJMC accreditation standards alongside the JOUR, VJP, and BCOM majors. 

Does the proposed program differ from existing programs in terms of curriculum, focus, objectives, etc.?
Yes 

Please explain
Program SLOs 
• Demonstrate an understanding of the principles and laws of freedom of speech/press, professional ethics, cultural proficiency, and
the historical role of media institutions in shaping communications. (Required SLO from our ACEJMC Accreditation Committee)

https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/ee/assurance_learning_resources.php
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• Apply analytical reasoning skills using tools and technology appropriate to the discipline in the research, presentation, and
evaluation of information. (Required SLO from our ACEJMC Accreditation Committee).
• Demonstrate knowledge and skills required for campaign research, data-based strategy, effective decision making, planning, and
evaluation in the advertising and public relations fields.
• Demonstrate proficiency in utilizing industry-standard advertising and public relations technologies for actionable media planning,
media monitoring, content creation, and campaign reporting, analytics, and evaluation.

Does the proposed program serve a different student population (i.e., students in a different geographic area, non-traditional
students) from existing programs?
No 

Is access to existing programs limited?
No 

Describe how the proposed program will articulate with related programs in the state. It should describe the extent to which students
transfer has been explored and coordinated with other institutions.
As noted on the attached NOI, this program shares similarities, but not direct overlap with other programs in the state. We did not
explore or coordinate transfers with other institutions yet. However, transfer plan will be create where feasible with other programs in
the state such as the KCTCS system. Course at other institutions being transferred to WKU will be articulated in the TES system by
our program coordinator, Professor Cliff Shaluta in consultation with the ADPR faculty. 

Describe student demand data for this program.
This program is designed to prepare students to enter the workforce directly upon graduation. As of September 23, 2025, our
Advertising major had 56 majors, and our Public Relations major had 79 majors, for a combined 135 majors. This healthy demand
demonstrates strong interest in both fields. We believe a combined PR and Advertising major will both broaden and deepen the skills
learned by our students, making them more marketable in these rapidly evolving industries. 
Nationally, jobs for AD and PR professionals are growing at a rate of 5-6%. Median pay, depending on job title, is anywhere from
$69,780 for a PR Specialist to $159.660 for an Advertising, Promotions, and Marketing Manager (Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics’
Occupational Outlook Handbook).

In the state of KY, mean annual salary, depending on job title, can range anywhere from $48, 420 for an Advertising Sales Agent to
$114,070 for a Public Relations manager. Currently in then state of KY there are 3,710 job in these industries (Source: Kentucky Center
for Statistics).

Grey data, attached, also indicates high market demand both in the state and regionally. 

Will this program replace or enhance any existing program(s) or concentration(s) within an existing program?
Yes 

Please specify the existing program

Program(s)
Advertising, Bachelor of Arts
Public Relations, Bachelor of Arts

Program Demand Data and Support Documents
WKU_090900_state.pdf 
WKU_090900_region.pdf 

Delivery Mode
Is 25% or more of this program offered at a location other than main campus?
No 

Is 50% or more of this program offered by distance education (online asynchronous, online synchronous, connected classrooms,
etc.)?
No 

Do you plan to offer 100% of this program online?
No 

If no, enter the percentage of the program that will be taught online.
10% 
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Do you plan to offer 100% of this program face-to-face?
No 

If no, enter the percentage of the program that is taught face-to-face
90% 

Do you plan to offer at least 25% of this program as a direct assessment competency-based educational program?
No 

Are there any in-person on-campus requirements?
No 

Does this program have experiential learning (practicum/internship/clinical)?
No 

Library Resources
Click here https://www.wku.edu/library/services/access/faculty/resourcesform.php 
for link to the Library Resources Form.

Rationale
Rationale for the program proposal?
This streamlines two majors into one in several ways described throughout this proposal. For the students, it deletes redundancy
while at the same time expanding what can be taught to the students. As such, students will be exposed to a wider variety of courses
that will help them tailor their degree to their career goals. It also helps us realign with ACEJMC standards now that the programs
have rejoined SMC. 

Budgetary Implications
Budget Template: 
https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/pd/process_overview.php

CPE Proposal
Notification of Intent_WKU_IntegratedADPR_10_13_2025_FINAL.docx 
Employer Demand.docx 

Reviewer Comments
Jessica Dorris (jessica.dorris) (Tue, 02 Dec 2025 17:07:54 GMT): Rollback: At request of UCC chair.

Key: 417

https://www.wku.edu/library/services/access/faculty/resourcesform.php
https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/pd/process_overview.php
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SUSPENSION OF BACHELOR OF ARTS IN ART HISTORY 

REQUEST: Approval for suspension for the following academic program: Bachelor of Arts in 
Art History.   

FACTS: The Bachelor of Arts in Art History at Western Kentucky University has enjoyed 
ample success since its implementation in 2008. In recent years, however, new student needs and 
demands have led to the realization that the vast majority of students enrolled in these courses (in 
excess of 95%) are not Art History majors. By attempting to serve the needs of a dwindling pool 
of Art History majors through a rigid rotation of upper-division courses, many of the core 
courses required by other programs within the Department of Art & Design have been left 
bursting at the seams. To better respond to the needs of the students throughout the Department 
of Art & Design, the decision has been made to suspend the Bachelor of Arts in Art History 
program.  

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS: Closing this academic program to new admissions will have 
minimal impact on the University Budget. The intent behind this closure is to reallocate current 
faculty resources to respond to the needs of programs with greater demand.  

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of the suspension of the Bachelor of Arts in Art History to be 
implemented Fall 2026. 

MOTION: Approval to suspend the following program: Bachelor of Arts in Art History with 
implementation in Fall 2026. 
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613: ART HISTORY, BACHELOR OF ARTS
In Workflow
1. ART Approval (kristina.arnold@wku.edu)
2. AR Dean (merrall.price@wku.edu)
3. Provost (robert.fischer@wku.edu; rheanna.plemons@wku.edu)
4. Board of Regents (all)
5. CPE (rheanna.plemons@wku.edu)
6. SACSCOC (rheanna.plemons@wku.edu)
7. Program Inventory (jennifer.hammonds@wku.edu; jessica.dorris@wku.edu)

Approval Path
1. Sat, 31 Jan 2026 17:39:01 GMT

Kristina Arnold (kristina.arnold): Approved for ART Approval
2. Mon, 02 Feb 2026 19:56:32 GMT

Merrall Price (merrall.price): Approved for AR Dean
3. Wed, 04 Feb 2026 21:49:28 GMT

Rheanna Plemons (rheanna.plemons): Approved for Provost

History
1. May 25, 2021 by Rheanna Plemons (rheanna.plemons)
2. Sep 27, 2021 by Jennifer Hammonds (jennifer.hammonds)
3. Feb 3, 2023 by Jessica Dorris (jessica.dorris)
4. Apr 10, 2023 by Merrall Price (merrall.price)
5. Mar 19, 2024 by Guy Jordan (guy.jordan)
6. May 23, 2024 by Jessica Dorris (jessica.dorris)
7. Oct 16, 2025 by Zachary Miller (zachary.miller)

Program Suspension
Date Submitted: Mon, 27 Oct 2025 04:32:06 GMT

Viewing: 613 : Art History, Bachelor of Arts
Last approved: Thu, 16 Oct 2025 18:53:37 GMT
Last edit: Mon, 27 Oct 2025 04:32:05 GMT
Changes proposed by: gyd42678
Proposed Action
Suspended 

Contact Person

Name Email Phone
Guy Jordan . guy.jordan@wku.edu 270-320-1611

Term of Implementation
2025-2026 

Program Reference Number
613 

Review Type
Full Review 

Academic Level
Undergraduate 

Program Type
Major 

mailto:kristina.arnold@wku.edu
kristina.arnold@wku.edu
mailto:merrall.price@wku.edu
merrall.price@wku.edu
mailto:robert.fischer@wku.edu; rheanna.plemons@wku.edu
robert.fischer@wku.edu; rheanna.plemons@wku.edu
mailto:all
all
mailto:rheanna.plemons@wku.edu
rheanna.plemons@wku.edu
mailto:rheanna.plemons@wku.edu
rheanna.plemons@wku.edu
mailto:jennifer.hammonds@wku.edu; jessica.dorris@wku.edu
jennifer.hammonds@wku.edu; jessica.dorris@wku.edu
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Degree Types
Bachelor of Arts 

Department
Art 

College
Arts & Letters 

Program Name (eg. Biology)
Art History, Bachelor of Arts 

Rationale
Rationale for the program proposal?
See attached narrative, "Suspension of the BA in Art History" 

SACSCOC must approve the closure before it can be deactivated from WKU's program inventory

Program Closure Template: https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/pd/program_changes.php

Teach Out Plan
Art History Teach Out Form for SACSCOC.pdf 

Additional Attachments
Suspension of the BA in Art History.pdf 
Art History Teach Out Schedule.pdf 

Additional information or attachments
Please see the narrative and teach out schedule, both attached here along with the SACSCOC Teach Out Form. 

Key: 136

https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/pd/program_changes.php
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Academic Affairs | Minor in Graphic Design 12 

SUSPENSION OF MINOR IN GRAPHIC DESIGN 

REQUEST:  Approval for suspension for the following academic program: Minor in Graphic 
Design.  

FACTS:  The Graphic Design minor was originally designed to serve advertising students. The 
Advertising program, however, no longer requires the graphic design minor, and a new 
certificate program has been developed to better serve students of all majors. In light of this, the 
faculty of the Department of Art & Design have made the decision to suspend the Minor in 
Graphic Design. 

BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS:  Closing this academic program to new admissions will 
have minimal impact on the University Budget, as faculty will continue to teach in other 
programs within the Department of Art & Design.  

RECOMMENDATION & IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  President Timothy C. Caboni 
recommends approval of the suspension of the Minor in Graphic Design to be implemented 
Fall 2026. 

MOTION:  Approval to suspend the following program: Minor in Graphic Design with 
implementation in Fall 2026. 
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385: GRAPHIC DESIGN, MINOR
In Workflow
1. ART Approval (kristina.arnold@wku.edu)
2. AR Dean (merrall.price@wku.edu)
3. Provost (robert.fischer@wku.edu; rheanna.plemons@wku.edu)
4. Board of Regents (all)
5. Program Inventory (jennifer.hammonds@wku.edu; jessica.dorris@wku.edu)

Approval Path
1. Mon, 13 Mar 2023 21:21:50 GMT

Kristina Arnold (kristina.arnold): Rollback to Initiator
2. Sat, 31 Jan 2026 17:48:11 GMT

Kristina Arnold (kristina.arnold): Approved for ART Approval
3. Mon, 02 Feb 2026 19:49:25 GMT

Merrall Price (merrall.price): Approved for AR Dean
4. Mon, 02 Feb 2026 22:07:43 GMT

Rheanna Plemons (rheanna.plemons): Approved for Provost

Program Suspension
Date Submitted: Wed, 28 Jan 2026 20:35:09 GMT

Viewing: 385 : Graphic Design, Minor
Last edit: Wed, 28 Jan 2026 20:35:08 GMT
Changes proposed by: krl60476
Proposed Action
Suspended 

Contact Person

Name Email Phone
Natalie Tyree natalie.tyree@wku.edu 931-209-7447

Term of Implementation
2026-2027 

Program Reference Number
385 

Review Type
Full Review 

Academic Level
Undergraduate 

Program Type
Minor 

Department
Art 

College
Arts & Letters 

Program Name (eg. Biology)
Graphic Design, Minor 

mailto:kristina.arnold@wku.edu
kristina.arnold@wku.edu
mailto:merrall.price@wku.edu
merrall.price@wku.edu
mailto:robert.fischer@wku.edu; rheanna.plemons@wku.edu
robert.fischer@wku.edu; rheanna.plemons@wku.edu
mailto:all
all
mailto:jennifer.hammonds@wku.edu; jessica.dorris@wku.edu
jennifer.hammonds@wku.edu; jessica.dorris@wku.edu
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Rationale
Rationale for the program proposal?
The Graphic Design Certificate is a more streamlined and contemporary option for students. The original purpose for the minor was
to serve advertising students. Since advertising no longer requires the graphic design minor, we created the certificate to better serve
students of all majors. 

Program Closure Template: https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/pd/program_changes.php

Teach Out Plan
Graphic Design Minor Teach Out Plan.pdf 

Additional information or attachments
We will teach out any students currently enrolled in the minors. No required courses will be affected. 

Reviewer Comments
Kristina Arnold (kristina.arnold) (Mon, 13 Mar 2023 21:21:50 GMT): Rollback: Does not meet 50% UL credit hour requirements. Needs
a re-think.

Key: 140

https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/pd/program_changes.php
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