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“Confederates in OUR Attic” 

The WKU Diversity, Equity, & Inclusive Workgroup 

hosts “Confederates in OUR Attic,” a Deliberative 

Dialogue concerning named campus buildings. 

Should we rename buildings named after slave-

owners? Should we end the tradition of naming 

campus buildings, period? Should we consider these 

buildings named after slave-owners simply part of 

our history? Are there other options? 

What IS Deliberative Dialogue? 

Deliberative workshops are facilitated group 

discussions that provide participants with the 

opportunity to consider an issue in depth, challenge 

differing opinions, and develop views/arguments to 

reach an actionable position. These workshops are 

similar to focus groups, although there tends to be 

more focus on deliberation. Each session will last 

approximately two hours. 

“Deliberative dialogue is a form of discussion aimed 

at finding the best course of action. Deliberative 

questions take the form "What should we do?" The 

purpose is not so much to solve a problem or 

resolve an issue as to explore the most promising 

avenues for action.” (Scott London). 

 

 “How does this dialogue 

work?” 

Participants will be given an issue guide to 

review prior to the workshop as well as a 

shorter form that frames the questions to be 

discussed. In groups, moderators will lead 

breakout sessions in civil conversations 

around the issue of WKU named buildings. The 

actionable position of each group will be share 

with all participants at the conclusion of the 

workshop. 

 

“Dates & Times” 

Session 1: October 9, 2:30pm - 4:30pm 

Session 2: November 19, 4:30pm - 6:30pm 

(Zoom links and material will be sent prior to 

the sessions) 

Confederates in OUR Attic 
A Campus Conversation 

http://scott.london/reports/dialogue.html
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SLAVERY AND CONFEDERATE CONNECTIONS 

ROBERT OGDEN, PLEASANT J. POTTER, CHARLES J. VAN METER 

By David Lee, WKU University Historian 

Slavery played an important role in the early history of Warren County, Kentucky.  In 1860, the county had a 

total population of 17,320 people of whom 5,318 were enslaved, about 30% of the county’s residents.   The 

1860 Census listed 792 Warren County residents as slaveholders.  The county was also home to 203 free Black 

people.  The production of tobacco was by far the largest agricultural enterprise in the county, and river 

commerce was a growing part of the local economy.  Both made extensive use of enslaved labor.  The builders 

of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, which connected those two cities through Bowling Green, also used 

enslaved labor.    

 

Robert Ogden 

Born into a slave holding Virginia family in 1796, Ogden came to Warren County, Kentucky, in 1815.  “Robert 

Ogden’s sole aim in life,” his step-daughter Angela Rochester Strange wrote, “was to die rich.”  Ogden had 

limited success in reaching that goal until he married Georgianna MacDowell Rochester, a wealthy widow, in 

1836.  The couple had a child who died within a year, and Georgianna herself died in 1839.  Although 

Georgianna had three surviving children from her first marriage, one of them, Angela Rochester Strange, 

remembered, “Through kindness, [Ogden] won the confidence of the children, giving him the opportunity of 

handling unmolested, the property, so he did die rich.”  Ogden invested successfully in land and horses, and 

slavery played a major role in his prosperity.  Strange estimated that Ogden and the Rochester children 

collectively owned about 200 slaves.  The 1860 Federal Census shows Ogden himself enslaving about 40 people.  

That same census recorded his personal wealth as $125,000, including the value of the people he was 

enslaving.  Ogden died in 1873.   

The 1870 United States Census described Ogden as a “retired farmer” with a personal wealth of $70,000.  That 

same year, Ogden prepared a detailed will that included bequests to several individuals, including $500 to “my 

old trusty and tried former slaves Charles and Charlotte his wife,” $500 in trust “for the use and benefit of a 

blind colored boy named Beverly son of my former slave Eliza,” five bonds of $1000 each to be placed in trust 

“for the use and benefit of my former servant colored woman Ellen mother of Tom and Victoria,” and $20,000 

to be invested by the trustees “for the use and benefit of Tom and Victoria son and daughter of the aforesaid 

colored woman Ellen . . . .”   

Ogden directed that the bulk of his estate go to create a college.  Although he expressed a preference for a 

men’s school, he left the decision about building a school for men or women in the hands of his executors.  In 

either case, the school should be named for him.  He further directed that $50,000 go toward acquiring land 

and constructing buildings, but he also directed that a portion of his estate be used to provide tuition 
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scholarships for students.  Although he insisted that “I do not mean to express any prejudice against any citizen 

of Kentucky who may be of foreign birth,” Ogden stipulated that the tuition scholarships should only go to “the 

children of native born white American Citizens.”  

Ogden’s will surprised his family and stirred some resentment.  “He was a self-made man and took pride in 

telling he never rubbed against a college wall,” Angela Strange wrote.  “Six weeks numbered the extent of his 

school days.”  Strange clearly resented her step-father’s action: “’Ogden College’ is endowed to perpetuate his 

memory, which may be considered an honor, but which we do not enjoy, considering we were robbed to 

accomplish that honor, so let his name slide.”   

Ogden’s decision to use his wealth to start a school may reflect the influence of his friend and attorney, 

William Voltaire Loving.  As a young man, Loving studied at the University of Virginia and claimed to have been 

the last person to leave Thomas Jefferson’s grave site after Jefferson’s funeral in 1826.  In his history of Ogden 

College, James Cornette speculates that Loving and his son, Hector V. Loving shaped Robert Ogden’s thinking 

about financing a school.  Ogden’s will named the Lovings as executors of his estate, and Hector Loving became 

the first Ogden College Regent.   

Ogden College opened in 1877 with about a hundred students.  At least two of its most influential and longest-

serving faculty members were Confederate Army veterans.  William Perry, a Confederate Brigadier, taught 

English and History at Ogden for eighteen years, and William Obenchain, a junior officer who served as an 

engineer in the Confederate Army, taught Math for thirty-eight years.  Obenchain also served as Ogden’s 

President from 1883 to 1906.   

Ogden’s enrollment was always small, and its financial situation became increasingly precarious, especially 

after the state established Western Kentucky State Normal School near the Ogden campus in Bowling Green.  

By the 1920s, the college also faced serious accreditation issues.  In 1927, the boards of the two schools agreed 

to a merger, and the Ogden trustees leased the land and buildings rent-free to what was by then Western 

Kentucky State Normal School and Teachers College.  The original twenty-year lease took effect on January 1, 

1928, and was renewed in 1947 for another ten years, and another ten in 1956.  When Western began planning 

the construction of a new science building a few years later, however, the institution was cautious about 

initiating a major construction project on land it did not own, so it sought a longer lease period.  A new 

agreement that took effect on June 1, 1960, established a ninety-nine year lease expiring on May 31, 2059.  In 

connection with the new lease agreement, Ogden Foundation officials sought to clarify the legal status of the 

will’s restrictions regarding “native born white American Citizens.”  Accordingly, they filed suit in Warren 

Circuit Court, and Special Judge Parker Duncan ruled that provision was no longer legal.     

 

Pleasant J. Potter 

Potter was born in Warren County in 1820.  His father, Frederick, began to acquire slaves in the 1820s, and the 

boy grew up in a slave holding family.  In 1860, Frederick Potter owned twenty-two slaves, and the 1860 Census 

estimated his worth at nearly $100,000.  In 1845, Pleasant Potter married Julia Hill, also from a slaveholding 
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family.  By 1850, at the age of thirty, Pleasant Potter owned six slaves, and he also owned six slaves in 1860.  

That year he had an estimated wealth of about $26,000.  Potter was a farmer and surveyor, and he also took an 

active role in public affairs and economic development throughout his life.  He served as Warren County 

Sheriff, as Bowling Green Water Commissioner, and as a member of the General Assembly.  A champion of the 

Louisville & Nashville Railroad, he served on the L&N board and invested in Bowling Green Woolen Mills which 

was managed by his nephew.    

Potter opened Potter’s Bank in 1869.  Occasionally making philanthropic gifts, he purchased a downtown 

theatre in 1887 and renamed it the Potter Opera House, and he supported the construction of a new Methodist 

Church on State Street.  His most notable gift, however, came in the field of education for women.  In 1889, 

Bowling Green was struggling to provide education opportunities for young people, particularly young women.  

When Cedar Bluff College in Woodburn closed, a group of men set about establishing another school for young 

women in the Bowling Green area.  Using a process that was common at the time, they drew in investors by 

selling subscriptions in the enterprise for $25.  When their fundraising efforts fell short, the group approached 

Potter about increasing his subscription.  At that time, Potter also served on the board of Henry Hardin 

Cherry’s Southern Normal School.  He agreed to provide $5000, an amount that made the project viable.  At 

that time, Potter had eight granddaughters, which perhaps made him particularly sympathetic to this project.  

The other investors expressed their appreciation by giving the new school Potter’s name—Potter College for 

Young Ladies.   

Like Ogden College, Potter College struggled with enrollments and finances, and it closed in 1909 only twenty 

years after its founding.  By that time, the President of the newly established state normal school, Henry 

Hardin Cherry, had decided to move the school away from downtown, and he settled on the Potter College 

location on Vinegar Hill.  The state purchased the Potter College campus including its two buildings—Recitation 

Hall and the President’s Home—as well as some surrounding land in 1909.  With the completion of what is now 

Van Meter Hall, the normal school moved to the new location on February 4, 1911.   

Potter died in Bowling Green in 1915.   

 

Charles J. Van Meter 

Van Meter was born into a Warren County slaveholding family in 1826.   His father, Jacob Van Meter, owned 21 

slaves in 1860 and operated substantial farming interests.  For a time, Charles Van Meter managed his father’s 

farms, including his enslaved labor force.  In 1856, Van Meter, with his brother and an associate, built a 

steamboat and developed a very successful river transportation business headquartered in Bowling Green.  The 

1860 Census recorded his personal wealth as $13,000.  When the Civil War began, Van Meter served the 

Confederate Army as a civilian contractor transporting provisions and mail to Confederate forces.  Van Meter’s 

steamboat business flourished after the war, making him wealthy.  In 1878, he married Kate Moss Woodall.  Her 

four brothers served in the Confederate Army, one of whom was killed in action.  Both Van Meter and his wife 

were active in Lost Cause organizations after the war.  Kate Van Meter served for many years as President of 
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the Bowling Green chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.  Charles Van Meter provided financial 

support to the Jefferson Davis Home Association, an organization seeking to memorialize Davis at his birthplace 

in Todd County, Kentucky.   

Van Meter provided important financial support for the Southern Normal School and Western Kentucky State 

Normal School, support that earned the gratitude of President Henry Hardin Cherry.  When a disastrous fire in 

1899 destroyed the school’s building, Van Meter’s financial support made possible the construction of a 

distinctive castle-like structure that housed the school until it moved to the Hill in 1911, a gift that President 

Cherry said made it possible for the school to survive.  When Western Kentucky State Normal School opened in 

1906, Van Meter received the largely honorary title of Chancellor.  At a chapel session in1908, a Western 

student, Herman L. Donovan, presented Van Meter with a cane symbolizing how the school had leaned on him.  

A few years later, the school named the auditorium in the new building on its hilltop campus for him.  The 

building as a whole was named for him in 1968 with the Board of Regents noting in particular a financial gift of 

$5000 that Van Meter had made “at the beginning of Western’s life as a public institution.”  When Van Meter 

died in 1913, Henry Hardin Cherry served as a pallbearer.   

Sources 

Biographical Encyclopedia of Kentucky of the Dead and Living Men of the Nineteenth Century (J. M. 

Armstrong and Company, 1878). 

Confederate Veteran Magazine 

James P. Cornette, “The History of Ogden College” (Partial fulfillment of the Requirements in Education 500, 

Research in the History of Southern Education, George Peabody College for Teachers) 

James Cornette, A History of the Western Kentucky State Teachers College (Doctoral Dissertation, George 

Peabody College for Teachers, 1938) 

W. P. Greene, The Green River Country (J. S. Reilly, 1898) 

Jesse Butler Johnson, “The History of Ogden College,” (MA Thesis, George Peabody College for Teachers, 1929) 

Jesse B. Johnson and Lowell Harrison, “Ogden College:  A Brief History,” The Register of the Kentucky 

Historical Society (July, 1970), pp. 189-220 

Lowell Harrison, Western Kentucky University (University Press of Kentucky, 1987) 

E. Polk Johnson, A History of Kentucky and Kentuckians:  The Leaders and Representative Men in 

Commerce, Industry, and Modern Activities (Lewis Publishing Company, 1912) 

Lynn Niedermeier, That Mighty Band of Maidens:  A History of Potter College for Young Ladies, Bowling 

Green, Kentucky 1889-1909 (Landmark Association, 2001) 

Angela Rochester Strange, House of Rochester in Kentucky (Democrat Printing Company, 1889) 

Kenneth H. Williams and James Russell Harris, “Kentucky in 1860:  A Statistical Overview,” The Register of the 

Kentucky Historical Society (Autumn, 2005), pp. 743-764.   

Western Board of Regents Minutes, 1927, 1968 
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United States Federal Census, 1820, 1830, 1840, 1850, 1860, 1870 

University Archivist Suellyn Lathrop provided a great deal of information including a copy of Robert Ogden’s 

will, obituaries of Potter and Van Meter, and a letter from Herman Lee Donovan to Kelly Thompson describing 

the cane presentation.   

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THE PRECEDENT: 
What have other campuses done? 

 
 
NOTE: There are dozens of these cases. The following are highlighted for examples only. The text of the 
articles, news reports/stories, webpages are copied full-text and linked. 

 

George Mason University:  

Full-text Article copied from Diverse Issues in Higher Education 

by Sara Weissman  

Four years ago, at George Mason University, Black students in the honors college started asking questions: Who 
were the slaves of George Mason IV, the 18th-century Virginia lawmaker whose name marks the school, and 
what were their lives like? 

Those discussions turned into a research program, which culminated in the Enslaved People of George Mason 
Memorial Project, a plan to add monuments commemorating George Mason IV’s slaves in the center of campus 

next year. 

“The lives and experiences of these individuals have just been, in some ways, erased or forgotten about,” said 
Julian Williams, George Mason University’s vice president of inclusion and diversity. “These were people. They 
were human beings, and they just happened to have been born at a time when they were enslaved. But they 

still have stories, and what we wanted to do is to help bring their stories to the forefront.” 

In 2016, when students started to interrogate the legacy of the school’s namesake, history professors Dr. 
Benedict Carton and Dr. Wendi Manuel-Scott were eager to foster students’ curiosity. They applied for an 
undergraduate research grant through the university to run a 2017 summer program aimed at uncovering the 
lost histories of the more than 100 slaves that George Mason IV owned. 

Five undergraduates from different majors came together to tackle the project. They read 15 books over the 
course of two weeks to get a grasp on the history of slavery in Virginia before each student took on their own 

research focus. 

Then, “we let them loose,” said Manuel-Scott. After trips to courthouses and archives, the group rejoined to 

present their findings and created a website to share them with the public. 

“The types of questions that students were bringing to the archives created new discoveries because they were 
centering questions that centered Black lives and Black experiences,” she said. 

Impressed with students’ work, the project was fresh in Manuel-Scott’s mind when she gave a keynote speech 
for incoming freshmen that August. When she mentioned the program in her address as an exemplar of 

https://diverseeducation.com/article/170528/
https://diverseeducation.com/article/author/sweissman/


 7 

undergraduate research, the university’s president at the time, Dr. Angel Cabrera asked for a meeting with the 
students. 

They showed him around Gunston Hall, George Mason IV’s historic home, and “shared their dreams out loud,” 
Manuel-Scott said, to have their research leave a lasting mark on campus through a memorial. Then, “the stars 

aligned in the most beautiful way.” 

It so happened that the university was already planning a redesign for the center of campus, Wilkins Plaza. So, 
the memorial – designed with the help of architects, historians and public art experts plus student feedback – 

was added to the plans. 

Manuel-Scott described the future memorial as “multiple moments of reflection.” Life-size bronze panels will 

commemorate Penny, a 10-year-old girl enslaved at Gunston Hall, and James, George Mason IV’s personal 
servant, with the names of other slaves inscribed. A statue of George Mason IV already on campus will be put 
on a brick base which includes a model of a brick found on his property with a slave’s thumbprint. It’ll also 
feature quotes that showcase the paradox of his writings about freedom and his slave ownership. 

At a school like George Mason, where 40% of students are people of color, “so many members of our 
community have identities that have been marginalized or oppressed,” Manuel-Scott said. “A memorial can’t 
do all the work, but it is a part of the repair work. It is a part of acknowledging wounds.” 

For her, the university is the perfect place to engage in that process of repair. 

“If a university can’t do that, where will that work get done?” she asked. “Education is about asking those 

critical, complicated, messy questions.” 

George Mason University is one of many higher education institutions currently wrestling with the moral faults 
of its paragons and past. For example, last year, after years of discussion and planning, the University of 
Virginia constructed a memorial to the enslaved laborers that built its Charlottesville campus. Georgetown 
University announced it would fundraise to offer reparations to the descendants of slaves sold by the school’s 
founders. Virginia Theological Seminary and Princeton Theological Seminary also created reparations funds to 

make amends for their institutional ties to slavery. 

Williams emphasized that every university has its own history, so there’s no one-size-fits-all answer for how to 
contend with it. The self-reflection process for a school like George Mason University – founded in 1949 – won’t 

be the same as that of a university that profited from slavery or used slave labor on campus. 

But every university needs to “ask tough questions,” he said. “Be brave. When we think about who we’re 
supposed to be as institutions of higher education, we have to ask these questions. We can’t be afraid of image 
or what will our donors say … Educational institutions, we should be on the right side of history.” 

Sara Weissman can be reached at sweissman@diverseeducation.com.  

George Mason University Decision/Solution: 

THE ENSLAVED CHILDREN OF GEORGE MASON PROJECT 
 
PROJECT WEBSITE 
EXCERPT COPIED FROM WEBPAGE: Gunston Hall Plantation overlooks the Potomac River. Whether by boat or 
land, anyone who approaches the property can observe its grandeur. The inside of the manor house is just as 
impressive. Delicately carved wood and expensive wall paint reflect the status of a colonial gentleman who 
generated considerable wealth. An early American patriot, George Mason IV (1725-1792) called Gunston Hall 
home, and it was there that he likely conceived of the Virginia Declaration of Rights, which provided language 
for the first ten amendments of the Constitution. This grand figure now stands in statue form on the Fairfax 
campus. His last name graces university t-shirts. Nowhere do we find information that George Mason was a 
committed slaveholder. Our institutional namesake enslaved many individuals, including girls and boys, and 
never freed them. 

https://ecgm.omeka.net/
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Patriarchal power defined George Mason IV’s life. He fathered a big family, married twice, and owned more 
than 100 people of African descent with no legal claim to their humanity. Mason voiced opposition to the slave 
trade but did little to undermine slavery. Most important, this prominent advocate of liberty was largely silent 
about the violent oppression of America's fundamentally unfree institution. 

By closely examining public, family and personal records, the Enslaved Children of George Mason (ECGM) 
project hopes to illuminate the 18th-century histories of African Americans living on the Gunston Hall 
Plantation just miles from our dormitories. 

OTHER LINKS (GEORGE MASON): 
George Mason University PROJECT PAGE  

George Mason Honor College & Gunston Hall PROJECT PAGE 

George Mason Memorial Fund PROJECT PAGE 
News: George Mason Erects Memorial 
News: University Project to Address Slavery 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Yale University: 
Valerie Pavilonis | valerie.pavilonis@yale.edu 
 
Full-text copied from THE YALE NEWS, “Cancel Yale?” Not Likely. 

Amid nationwide calls to remove symbols with ties to racist parts of America’s history, demands to 

“#CancelYale” have surged across social media over the past week. 

Originating on a June 10 post on the bulletin board website 4chan, the call to rename Yale initially began as a 
way to damage a largely liberal institution by “cheapen[ing]” Yale’s brand. Far-right media pundit Ann Coulter 
then seized the idea, writing in a June 17 op-ed that “Yale has to go!” and naming Yale’s namesake Elihu Yale 
as a slave owner and slave trader. Since then, people from across the political spectrum have also grabbed hold 
of the idea of renaming Yale — some because of Elihu Yale’s ties to slavery, but others as a way to mock 

political foes. 

University President Peter Salovey told the News on June 25 that the University is not considering changing its 
name. Head of Davenport College John Witt ’94 LAW ’99 GRD ’00 — who led the committee that recommended 
removing John Calhoun’s name from a residential college in 2016 — also defended the University’s namesake. 
Unlike the senator who advocated for slavery as “a positive good,” Elihu Yale was “relatively unexceptional in 

his own time” with respect to slave trade, Witt argued. 

Still, debates about Elihu Yale’s past have erupted across the internet in recent days, raising questions about 
the reach of the ongoing movement to change names and remove symbols that honor individuals with racist 
legacies. 

Spearheaded by far right pundit Jesse Kelly, the #CancelYale movement on Twitter has largely consisted of 
conservative commentators and their followers. In one tweet, Kelly wrote that if Yale was going to fix “its 
racist history,” the University’s endowments “must be seized and distributed to black people…Otherwise, 
@Yale hates black people. #CancelYale.” In another tweet, Kelly asked, “How many black people were 
tortured and murdered in captivity because of Elihu Yale?” These tweets and others have since been liked and 

retweeted thousands of times. 

Deen Freelon, an associate professor in the Hussman School of Media and Journalism at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, said he sees the right’s general objection to cancel culture as disingenuous, because 
the right also utilizes “canceling” in its own way: the boycott. As examples, Freelon listed the boycotting of 
Costco and Nike after the former required shoppers to wear masks and the latter made Colin Kaepernick the 
face of its ad campaign. 

https://www2.gmu.edu/news/574831
https://honorscollege.gmu.edu/news/575981
https://giving.gmu.edu/enslaved_people_memorial_fund/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/gmu-to-erect-memorial-honoring-more-than-100-people-enslaved-by-george-mason/2019/09/28/5b993076-e142-11e9-be96-6adb81821e90_story.html
https://www.nwaonline.com/news/2019/sep/29/university-project-to-address-slavery-2/
mailto:valerie.pavilonis@yale.edu
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2020/06/28/cancel-yale-not-likely/
https://www.breitbart.com/politics/2020/06/17/ann-coulter-yale-has-to-go/
https://twitter.com/JesseKellyDC/status/1274387446378225664
https://twitter.com/JesseKellyDC/status/1275063180150988811/photo/1
https://www.businessinsider.com/people-boycott-costco-for-requiring-them-to-wear-masks-stores-2020-5
https://www.vox.com/2018/9/4/17818148/nike-boycott-kaepernick
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While he does not criticize the general tactics of canceling or boycotting, Freelon said he does find it annoying 
that some on the right criticize “canceling” while reappropriating the general concept for their own crusades. 

Freelon told the News that he doubts the original 4chan poster actually thought that they could get Yale to 
change its name — rather, the call to rename Yale was likely somewhat of a prank with a political twist, 

because “everything is so political right now, that’s the thing to do.” 

“I don’t think the goal is to get Yale to change its name,” Freelon told the News. “From the right’s 
perspective, it’s to expose liberal hypocrisy … if you really were quite as woke as you say you were, then you’d 

oppose all of these other things.” 

Some added onto Kelly’s Twitter posts with suggestions like renaming the Washington Post and New York. But 

while some on the right cheer on renaming Yale as a way to damage a majority-liberal institution — as the 
original 4chan poster said they intended — renaming the University could satisfy some left-leaning thinkers as 

well. 

Nathan Robinson LAW ’14 wrote as such on Twitter, comparing the renaming of institutions like Yale to the 
renaming of American military bases, many of which bear the names of Confederate generals. In a recent 
article for Current Affairs — a publication for which Robinson, a self-described socialist, serves as editor in 
chief — he acknowledged that one technique that can be used to show that “activists are extremists” is 
carrying through those activists’ principles to “their logical conclusion.” But, Robinson argued, “a silly effort to 
troll activists” actually raises important questions. 

“If we believe in renaming military bases that were named in honor of Confederate generals, what principled 
argument is there for not renaming Yale University?” Robinson wrote on June 23. “…What principles do we use 

to evaluate what should and shouldn’t be renamed? Is renaming a university so costly as to be unthinkable?” 

Others have also voiced support for the idea of renaming the University. Yale Law School visiting lecturer Sean 
O’Brien penned a June 26 op-ed titled “Yale Must Change its Name” for the New Haven Independent, 
acknowledging the origins of #CancelYale in far-right influencers trolling the left — and he also included the 
text of a tweet that asks why Yale has yet to distance itself from its namesake despite “its so called 

progressivism.” Still, O’Brien wrote, those trolls could be onto something. 

“To Yale’s chagrin, they have a point. It must be difficult to take a cold, hard look in the mirror when your 
face is covered in blood,” O’Brien wrote. “…The awful murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and many 
others should not have been required to start an honest conversation about race in America. What will it take 

to galvanize the process at Yale?” 

Similar letters have appeared in publications like the Connecticut Mirror and the New Haven Register, with one 
writer comparing Elihu Yale’s legacy to that of Christopher Columbus — a statue of whom was removed from 
Wooster Square on Wednesday. 

Beyond social media debates, measures to rename are underway at other institutions. On Friday, Princeton 
University announced that its school of public policy will no longer bear the name of Woodrow Wilson due to 
the former U.S. president’s “racist thinking and policies,” according to a press release. In a Saturday tweet, 
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas brought the conversation back to Yale when he commented on the decision 
to strip Wilson’s name from the school, saying, “Yale—founded by slave trader Elihu Yale—changes its name to 

‘College of New Haven’ in 3…2…1….” 

Calls to rename Yale in some ways mirror the push to rename residential college Calhoun College, which took 

effect on July 1, 2017. 

After decades of controversy, the University opted to rename the residential college for United States Navy 
Rear Admiral Grace Hopper GRD ’34, with administrators saying that Calhoun’s enthusiastic support for slavery 
ran contrary to Yale’s values. 

https://twitter.com/EddieFelsson/status/1274390492667686913
https://twitter.com/BryanDMcNally/status/1274394539256500224
http://features.yaledailynews.com/blog/2018/09/06/class-of-2022-by-the-numbers/
https://twitter.com/NathanJRobinson/status/1275156949936615430
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/10/873421686/pressure-mounts-to-rename-army-bases-that-honor-confederate-officers
https://www.currentaffairs.org/2020/06/cancel-yale-is-silly-or-is-it
https://www.newhavenindependent.org/index.php/archives/entry/yale_must_change_its_name/
https://ctmirror.org/category/ct-viewpoints/if-columbus-must-go-so-should-yale/
https://www.nhregister.com/opinion/article/Letter-Change-Yale-s-name-15371111.php
https://www.courant.com/breaking-news/hc-br-new-haven-christopher-columbus-statue-removal-20200624-sdl6dbsbgjc2pa4uz2vewt3fbe-story.html
https://www.princeton.edu/news/2020/06/27/board-trustees-decision-removing-woodrow-wilsons-name-public-policy-school-and
https://twitter.com/tedcruz/status/1276920212843950083
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2017/02/11/calhoun-college-renamed/
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“The decision to change a college’s name is not one we take lightly,” Salovey wrote to the Yale community in 
February 2017. “But John C. Calhoun’s legacy as a white supremacist and a national leader who passionately 

supported slavery as a ‘positive good’ fundamentally conflicts with Yale’s mission and values.” 

Crucial to the renaming decision in 2017 was the Committee to Establish Principles on Renaming, chaired by 
Witt. In an email to the News, Witt wrote that roughly, the three considerations articulated by his committee 
in the event of a possible renaming are: principal legacy, standards of the time and reasons for the naming. 
While each principle “pointed in favor” of renaming Calhoun College, he wrote, none of the principles point in 

the same direction for renaming Yale. 

Witt also noted the origins of the recent call to rename Yale, and emphasized that other social concerns are 

more worthy of attention. 

“So far as I can tell, the argument in favor of renaming Yale was originally offered by reactionaries as a 
slippery-slope argument against altering the Calhoun name,” Witt wrote. “I don’t think we should be distracted 
by it now when more important questions are on the table.” 

Yale College Council President Kahlil Greene ’21 wrote in an email to the News that the idea to rename Yale 
did not originate from internet trolls. Rather, the idea was noted within the 91-page final report by Witt’s 
committee, as many alumni reacted against the creation of the committee and utilized the aforementioned 

slippery-slope argument. 

“As I stated in my op-ed, Yale — both the institution and the person — have a history of violent racism,” wrote 
Greene, who penned a column for the News on June 9 discussing racism in the United States, particularly at 
Yale. “The priority at this moment, then, is to see how the school’s resources can be used to help the 

communities and populations that it has discriminated against throughout the past few centuries.” 

Witt also told the News that Elihu Yale’s main legacy is Yale as the education institution, not his activities in 
the East India Company. As far as he understands, Witt wrote, Yale was “relatively unexceptional in his own 
time” with respect to the slave trade in the parts of Asia in which he worked, and the name “Yale” was applied 
to the current University not to honor Yale’s “moral mistakes,” but rather Yale’s initial donation that helped 

found the institution. 

Yale’s legacy has also been contested elsewhere. According to Steven Pincus, a former Yale professor of history 
and current professor at the University of Chicago, Yale was never a slave trader and never owned slaves — in 
fact, Yale opposed the slave trade during his time as a prominent member of the East India Company and 

governor of Madras, Pincus argued.  

Writers Diana Scarisbrick and Benjamin Zucker ’62 state the same in their 2014 book “Elihu Yale: Merchant, 
Collector, and Patron,” with editor Kathrin Lassila ’81 writing for the Yale Alumni Magazine that “one 
commodity he did not collect was people; the authors write that he never owned slaves, and as governor 
‘prohibited the trafficking of slaves in Madras.’” 

But, Pincus said, Yale’s retirement led him to join the Society of the Propagation of the Gospel, a London-
based religious group that began to advocate very pro-slavery views exactly at the time of Yale’s joining. 

This later involvement, Pincus said, was the likely inspiration of a controversial 1708 portrait of Elihu Yale that 
used to hang in the Yale Corporation Room in Woodbridge Hall until its removal in 2007. The picture, titled 
“Elihu Yale; William Cavendish, the second Duke of Devonshire; Lord James Cavendish; Mr. Tunstal; and an 
Enslaved Servant,” features white noblemen sitting while a dark-skinned servant — with a padlocked collar 

around his neck — looks on from the lower right-hand corner. 

The picture was later removed from the Corporation room, with administrators citing controversy surrounding 
the racist overtones of the artwork. Around the time of the removal, then-University Vice President and 
Secretary Linda Lorimer LAW ’77 told the News that she opted to replace the painting with another from Yale’s 
collection to avoid confusion that could arise without the explanation that Elihu Yale did not own slaves. 

https://president.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/CEPR_FINAL_12-2-16.pdf
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2020/06/09/greene-yale-together/
https://yalealumnimagazine.com/articles/3851-elihu-yale-nabob
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2007/02/07/univ-to-retire-racist-portrait/
https://collections.britishart.yale.edu/catalog/tms:107
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Still, disagreement over Elihu Yale’s involvement in the slave trade persists. In a 2016 Wall Street Journal op-
ed titled “The College Formerly Known as Yale,” Chair of the William F. Buckley, Jr. Program Roger Kimball 
GRD ’82 wrote that as an administrator in India, Elihu Yale was “deeply involved” in the slave trade, and 
ensured that all ships leaving to Europe from his jurisdiction “carried at least 10 slaves.” 

In the op-ed, Kimball wrote that Calhoun was an “amateur” compared to Elihu Yale and suggested that Yale 
table the Calhoun discussion in favor of Elihu Yale’s legacy. But he also questioned the rationale behind 
renaming institutions with contentious namesakes, noting similar efforts by officials within the Soviet Union 

and during the French Revolution and implying the “slippery slope” concept. 

“But isn’t the whole raison d’être of universities to break the myopia of the present and pursue the truth?” 

Kimball wrote. “Isn’t that one important reason they enjoy such lavish public support and tax breaks?” 

A pub named after Elihu Yale in Wrexham, Wales, is also considering changing its name, according to a report 
from the BBC. Organizers who brought Yale’s history to the attention of the pub’s owners said that Elihu Yale 
and his family “‘made their fortune within the slave trade and [have] since been glorified,’” and that such a 

legacy should not be commemorated. 

 
YALE CENTER for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition 
 
The Gilder Lehrman Center Legacy Fund 
EXCERPT FROM LINK ABOVE: “Twenty-one years ago, the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, 
Resistance, and Abolition at the Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies was 
founded at Yale University. The Gilder Lehrman Center was the first institution in the world wholly devoted 
to scholarship, public education, and outreach about the global problem of slavery across all borders and all 
time. In a world that needs this work now more than ever, we invite you to join us in sustaining our mission to 
foster an improved academic and public understanding of the role of slavery, its destruction, and its legacies in 
the functioning of the modern world. 
 
To support the annual programming, outreach, and other key activities of the Gilder Lehrman Center, 
please contribute to the Gilder Lehrman Center Legacy Fund.” 
 
OTHER LINKS (YALE): 
News: Yale Changes Name of Building Honoring Slave Owner 
News: Yale, other colleges facing backlash of buildings named for slave owners 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Georgetown University: 

Full-text story from HERE 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Georgetown University moved to atone for its historical links to slavery on Tuesday by 
holding a religious service and renaming buildings after African-Americans, including for one of 272 slaves sold 

to help fund the Washington school. 

The packed liturgy service and building dedications were the latest step by a U.S. Catholic-run university to 

make amends for ties to slavery and racism. 

The movement gained force in late 2015 when students at dozens of U.S. colleges protested legacies of racism 
on campus. Harvard, Brown, Princeton, Yale and Duke are among schools that have addressed their links to 

slavery and racism. 

Following protests, Yale University said in February it would change the name of a college dedicated to a 19th-

century defender of slavery, John C. Calhoun. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-college-formerly-known-as-yale-1470698364
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-52969786
https://glc.yale.edu/
https://glc.yale.edu/donate/gilder-lehrman-center-legacy-fund
https://nypost.com/2017/02/11/yale-changes-name-of-building-honoring-former-vice-president/
https://www.nhregister.com/colleges/article/Yale-other-colleges-facing-backlash-of-buildings-11329471.php
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-washingtondc-georgetown-slavery/georgetown-university-renames-buildings-to-atone-for-slavery-ties-idUSKBN17K2AR
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Georgetown President John DeGioia said at the religious service, which included slave descendants, that the 
school had been complicit in the United States’ “original sin” of slavery. 

“We offer this apology for the descendants and your ancestors humbly and without expectations, and we trust 
ourselves to God and the Spirit and the grace He freely offers to find ways to work together and build 

together,” he said. 

The 18,000-student university renamed two buildings that had honored school presidents who oversaw the 1838 
sale of 272 slaves from church-affiliated plantations in Maryland. The money went to pay off college debts. 

One was named for Isaac Hawkins, whose name appeared at the head of the bill of sale, and a second was 
dedicated to Anne Marie Becraft, a black 19th-century educator. 

Sandra Green Thomas, president of the GU272 Descendants Association, told worshippers no other group had 
shown more faith in the U.S. promise of freedom than African-Americans. 

“The certainty of forgiveness upon the act of contrition is one of the most hopeful and joyful aspects of the 
(Catholic) faith,” she said. 

Georgetown also has given admissions preference to descendants of the 272 slaves, plans a slave memorial and 
has created an African-American studies department. 

One of Hawkins’ descendants, Mary Williams-Wagner, said other efforts at reconciliation were still needed, 

such as identifying all descendants of the slaves sold by Georgetown. 

“Everybody has to have a seat at the table to talk about what it is we’re going to do as we move forward,” she 

told Reuters after the ceremony. 

Reporting by Ian Simpson; Editing by Daniel Wallis and Steve Orlofsky 

OTHER LINKS (GEORGETOWN): 
News: Georgetown Apologizes, Renames Halls after Slaves 
News: Georgetown to Rename Two Buildings 
News: Georgetown Apologizes for 1838 Sale of More than 270 Enslaved, Dedicates Buildings 
News: The First Reparations Attempt at an American College Comes From Its Students 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
University of Cincinnati 
Max Londberg, Cincinnati Enquirer 
Full text copied from HERE 
 
UC's board votes to take slaveowner's name off its College of Arts and Sciences 

 
The University of Cincinnati Board of Trustees unanimously voted Tuesday to formally discontinue the 
association of a slaveowner's name with its largest college. 

Charles McMicken owned slaves and fathered children with one, and possibly two, enslaved women. Upon his 
death in 1858, he left land to the city of Cincinnati on which he wished for colleges to be built "for 
the education of white Boys and Girls." His donation was "pivotal" to the establishment of UC, according to a 

working group's analysis of McMicken and UC's shared history. 

His name would come to be affiliated with the College of Arts and Sciences in commencement programs, 

diplomas and marketing materials. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/nbcblk/georgetown-apologizes-renames-halls-after-slaves-n747976
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/georgetown-university-to-rename-two-buildings-that-reflect-schools-ties-to-slavery/2015/11/15/e36edd32-8bb7-11e5-acff-673ae92ddd2b_story.html
https://www.georgetown.edu/news/georgetown-apologizes-for-1838-sale-of-272-slaves-dedicates-buildings/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2019/04/why-are-georgetown-students-paying-reparations/587443/
https://www.cincinnati.com/staff/2646863001/max-londberg/
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2019/12/17/university-cincinnati-board-remove-slaveowners-name-college-arts-and-sciences/2673065001/
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2019/12/13/university-cincinnati-president-recommends-removing-slaveowners-name-college/2638332001/
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The working group was comprised of university officials, professors and student leaders and convened late last 
year at President Neville Pinto's request. It recommended removing McMicken's association with the college in a 

final report issued last month. 

The Board of Trustees accepted Pinto's recommendation to follow the working group's conclusion. However, 
Pinto also recommended retaining McMicken's name in other spaces on campus, including at McMicken Hall and 
McMicken Commons. The board agreed. 

Pinto only requested the group consider McMicken's affiliation with the College of Arts and Sciences and not the 

other spots on campus bearing his name, such as an academic hall, roadway and cafe. 

The group wrote its decision for the college should guide future decisions about McMicken's name elsewhere on 

campus. 

Ben Lewton, a second-year physics student, criticized Pinto's decision last week to recommend retaining 

McMicken's name in some spaces. 

"Keeping McMicken's name on buildings and streets on campus is a pretty blatant sign that their hearts aren't in 
this," Lewton wrote by text. "...it does match well with our current donation practices – if you give us a big 
enough check, we'll name anything after you no matter what you've done." 

Chandler Rankin, the student government president and a member of the group, praised the board during 

Tuesday's meeting, calling its decision "congruent to desires expressed by a wide variety of stakeholders." 

He added that some worried removing McMicken's name would be a step toward erasing history. 

"It's actually quite the opposite," he said. "African American students, when they get to campus ... learn about 
Charles McMicken, what he meant to this community. And now they learn about his legacy but also learn more 

importantly that (this) institution was willing to acknowledge its history." 

Part of Pinto's recommendation called for adding digital displays that outline McMicken's biography near areas 

where his name will continue to appear on campus. 

Various campus bodies formally began calling for removing McMicken's name in late 2017, according to the 
group's report. They included the undergraduate and graduate student governments and the Arts and Sciences 

faculty senate. 

Trustees briefly discussed McMicken prior to voting. 

Trustee Geraldine Warner praised the courage of students for raising the issue.  

"It helped us discover our history," she said. 

Warner also mentioned that UC never formally adopted McMicken's affiliation with the college, something the 
group discussed in its report. 

McMicken's name first appeared in a commencement program in 1909. In the '70s, African American students, 
faculty and administrators shared a concern about the affiliation, according to the report. 

In the early 2000s, the college began making greater use of the McMicken surname as a marketing technique, 

at the direction of former dean Karen Gould, the report found. 

But by 2017, former dean Ken Petren began discontinuing the college's use of McMicken in marketing materials 

and communications. 

https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2019/11/22/slaveowner-key-university-of-cincinnati-founding-should-not-lend-name-college-group/4270199002/
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2019/12/13/university-cincinnati-president-recommends-removing-slaveowners-name-college/2638332001/
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Christin Godale, the graduate student trustee member, acknowledged during the meeting the board's "support 
for inclusion and equality." 

(Also at University of Cincinnati) 
 
University of Cincinnati to remove Marge Schott's name from baseball stadium 

Full-text copied from ESPN HERE 

The University of Cincinnati will remove Marge Schott's name from its baseball stadium, citing the late 

Cincinnati Reds owner's "record of racism and bigotry." 

The university's board of trustees on Monday unanimously voted to remove Schott's name from the stadium and 

from the university's archives library. The decision is effective immediately. 

Former Bearcats outfielder Jordan Ramey started a petition earlier this month to remove Schott's name. On 
Tuesday, the petition was approaching 10,000 signatures. University president Neville Pinto also had 
recommended the removal to the board. 

The university's baseball facility was named Marge Schott Stadium in 2006 after the school received a $2 million 
donation from the Marge and Charles J. Schott Foundation. 

Marge Schott died in 2004. In 1996, Major League Baseball banned Schott from Riverfront Stadium and day-to-
day operations of the Reds following her comments about Adolf Hitler. The decision led to Schott selling her 
controlling interest in the Reds in 1999. 

MLB also banned Schott for the 1993 season due to racist comments toward Black players and team employees. 

"Marge Schott's record of racism and bigotry stands at stark odds with our University's core commitment to 
dignity, equity and inclusion," Pinto said Tuesday in a prepared statement. "My recommendation to the board 
to remove her name is grounded in the firm belief that speaking out against exclusion is as essential as 

speaking up for inclusion. I hope this action serves as an enduring reminder that we cannot remain silent or 
indifferent when it comes to prejudice, hate or inequity. More than ever, our world needs us to convert our 
values into real and lasting action." 

There had been several other campaigns to remove Schott's name from Cincinnati's stadium in recent years. 
Current players including Nathan Moore, as well as program alumni including Kevin Youkilis and Josh Harrison, 

had advocated for the removal. 

Youkilis said the university had approached him about a donation and renaming the baseball field after him, 

but he didn't want his name associated with Schott's. 

"We stand with President Pinto and our campus community in our collective fight to end racism, inequality and 

indifference," the board of trustees said in a statement. "The change we want to see starts with us." 

Earlier this month, Saint Ursula Academy in Cincinnati decided to remove Schott's name from a science, 
language and arts building that was constructed with the help of her donation. It's also renaming its athletic 

facility, which was called "Schottzie Stadium" in honor of Schott's dog. 

Schott's foundation has encouraged discussions about naming rights. "While we cannot make excuses for the 
rhetoric made by Mrs. Schott decades ago, we can ask you to learn from Mrs. Schott's mistakes as well as her 
great love for Cincinnati," the foundation said in a statement this month. "We appreciate what these great 
organizations bring to Cincinnati and we fully support the decisions made by the organizations who have 
received grants from the Foundation." 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.espn.com/college-sports/story/_/id/29352693/university-cincinnati-remove-marge-schott-name-baseball-stadium
https://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/cin/cincinnati-reds
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Vanderbilt University 
This article was written in collaboration with the Vanderbilt Historical Review. From the Vanderbilt Political 
Review: Full-text copied from HERE 

 
The Legacy of Slavery at Vanderbil 
By Avi Mediratta and Sydney Bub 

In 1933, the United Daughters of the Confederacy donated $50,000 to construct Confederate Memorial Hall on 
land that would eventually become part of Vanderbilt University. In 2002, Vanderbilt attempted to remove the 
word “Confederate” from the dormitory’s name, only for the Daughters of the Confederacy to file suit in 
Tennessee civil court. In 2005, the court ruled that Vanderbilt could rename the building only if they 

reimbursed the daughters of the Confederacy. In 2016, the university acquired the money to rename the 
building from private, anonymous donors. Before classes started for the Fall 2016, the word “Confederate” had 

been removed from the building, bringing an end to an almost century-long saga. 

Growing opposition to old-South romanticism has troubled Confederate sympathizers. Although the Civil War 
ended in 1865, a sizeable portion of the country continues to support the Confederate ideals of strong state 
governments, agrarian economies, and Southern heritage. Of course, many Americans view the topic in a 
different light; these people see the Confederate States of America as synonymous with plantation slavery and 
white supremacy. In response to this, many organizations have taken steps to distance themselves from the 
legacy of American slavery. In 2015, South Carolina governor Nikki Haley’s removal of the Confederate flag 
from the state capitol building stood out as a particularly controversial act. Confederate sympathizers saw this 
as a rewriting of history, while others saw it as a warranted parting with the state’s troubled past. 

Responding to changing attitudes throughout the country, many universities have attempted to move away 
from any perceived glorification of the Confederate era. Georgetown University recently made headlines by 
apologizing for its role in the slave trade and pledging to give preferential treatment in admissions to those 
who were descendants of slaves traded by the university’s founders. At Yale, students and faculty engaged in 
debates about renaming Calhoun College, a building originally named in honor of alumnus and statesman John 
C. Calhoun, an ardent supporter of slavery during the nineteenth century. 

In the context of these recent events, Vanderbilt’s decision is hardly surprising. Some say it’s not even worth 
arguing over. Although the fairly liberal, diverse Vanderbilt community is not particularly sympathetic to the 
confederate cause, the question remains – do new sentiments warrant the renaming of a building celebrating 
the region’s history? This is the primary question raised by critics of the Vanderbilt’s decision. How far will 
Vanderbilt go to rid its campus of the legacy of plantation slavery? 

To answer this question, we must look to the university’s founding in order to understand just how deeply 
entrenched the legacy of slavery is at Vanderbilt. In 1873, eight years after the Civil War, Cornelius Vanderbilt, 
a railroad tycoon from New York, met Holland Nimmons McTyeire, a Methodist bishop from the Nashville area. 
An in-law of Vanderbilt’s, McTyeire had planned to build a university in middle Tennessee to foster education 
and development in the region. All was going according to plan until the bishop became very ill and travelled 

to New York for medical attention. 

McTyeire spent time at Vanderbilt’s New York mansion recovering from his illness, and by the end of his stay he 

had impressed the Commodore enough to secure a one million dollar donation for his university. Vanderbilt 
University was named in the businessman’s honor, and a dormitory on campus – McTyeire Hall – was named in 
honor of the bishop himself. He is now buried on Vanderbilt’s campus, in between Calhoun Hall and the Divinity 
School. 

The Commodore’s donation to McTyeire was hailed by many to be a sort of “olive branch” to the South 
following the Civil War. During the war, Vanderbilt had been an ardent supporter of the Union army, going so 
far as to donate a steamship, the Vanderbilt, to the Union to fight naval battles against the Confederacy. This, 
combined with the fact that he was not a particularly charitable man, makes it difficult to believe that he 
would donate so much money for a private school in the South, especially one that he would never visit in his 
lifetime. One reason for the donation could have been Vanderbilt’s young, Southern wife, Frank Armstrong 
Crawford. Another could be that Vanderbilt developed a propensity for charity in the final years of his life. 

http://vanderbilthistoricalreview.com/
https://vanderbiltpoliticalreview.com/5068/campus/the-legacy-of-slavery-at-vanderbilt/
http://www.tennessean.com/story/news/education/2016/08/15/vanderbilt-remove-confederate-building-name/88771680/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/grade-point/wp/2016/09/01/georgetown-panel-urges-university-to-apologize-for-its-role-in-slavery/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/08/02/yale-will-reconsider-keeping-john-calhouns-name-residential-college
http://www.vanderbilt.edu/about/history/
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Yet, a debate about erasing the history of the Confederacy on Vanderbilt’s campus continues today. This 
university was supposed to heal the wounds between the north and south caused by the Civil War, but its 
location in the south made it a hotbed for Confederate artifacts. Memorial Hall is not the only building on 
campus that serves as a reminder of Vanderbilt’s legacy of slavery.  

Vanderbilt University has a legacy of Southern pride through its early donors and land acquisitions. Although 
Cornelius Vanderbilt originally supported the Union, it was Frank Armstrong Crawford Vanderbilt, the 
Commodore’s wife and a Confederate sympathizer, who supposedly convinced him to donate money for the 
founding of Vanderbilt University. The university named Crawford House, on the Martha Rivers Ingram 
Commons, in her honor. 

Old Central, better known as the residential home attached to Vanderbilt’s Benson Hall, was originally the 
home of Henry Foote, an elected representative from Tennessee in the Confederate Congress. Moreover, 
Foote’s controversial past does not end with his support of a racist government and institution. He was also an 
anti-semite who, when discussing where the Confederate capital should be located after the Civil War, 

proposed an amendment that no Jew be allowed within twelve miles of the city. 

Vanderbilt’s troubled history with the Foote family extends back many generations. The property to the North 
and East of the present-day Sarratt Student Center originally belonged to John Boyd, the father of Foote’s 
wife, Rachel. Boyd served in the Texas Senate during the 1860s, where he supported secession and believed in 
the Confederate States of America.  

Beyond the names of buildings, Vanderbilt’s history is deeply entangled with the Confederacy. Milton 
Humphreys, Vanderbilt’s first Classics Professor and also the first recipient of an honorary degree awarded by 
the university, served in the Confederate army before joining the faculty. He also married Louise Francis 
Garland, the daughter of Vanderbilt’s first chancellor Dr. Landon C. Garland, for whom Garland Hall is named. 

Although these are just a few connections to the Confederacy, we believe that, upon further inspection, more 
instances will arise. This raises the question of what, if anything, makes “Confederate Memorial” uniquely 
problematic. Is it simply the name’s blunt nature? If anything, officially changing Confederate Memorial Hall’s 

name is not enough to absolve Vanderbilt of it’s charged history, nor do we think that it is possible to do so. 

The reality is that Vanderbilt was founded at a time and in a place where opinions were split, and many 
supporters of the Confederacy have since fallen on the wrong side of history. How, as a university, should we 
draw the line between a necessary change and an antiquated, but benign reflection of times past? To clarify, 
we do not argue here that Vanderbilt should not have renamed Confederate Memorial Hall. Rather, we ask for 
a paradigm and open dialogue about Vanderbilt’s history. 

During our research, for example, it was shockingly difficult to find information on Frank Armstrong Crawford’s 
stance on the Civil War on the Vanderbilt website or in Vanderbilt archives, yet other sources plainly cited her 
dedication to the Confederate cause. Nobody expects this university or any other to have a perfect past. Times 
and social norms change, and history exists partly to remind us both of how far we have come as a society. It 
also, however, shows us how far we have left to go, and we believe that as students we deserve a stronger 

acknowledgement of Vanderbilt’s past and a clearer portrait of Vanderbilt’s history, blemishes and all.  

Vanderbilt Decision/Solution 
Alexa Bussmann, Content Development Director, Vanderbilt Hustler 
April 14, 2019: Full-text copied from HERE 

On Wednesday April 3rd, the Vanderbilt Student Government Undergraduate Senate unanimously passed a 
resolution calling for Calhoun Hall and other campus buildings to be renamed. The resolution also advocates for 
the creation of a university task force to evaluate all building names and symbols for their congruence with the 
university’s commitment to diversity and inclusion. Student Body President Tariq Issa and East/Memorial House 
Senator Hannah Bruns proposed the resolution. 

Calhoun Hall, which houses the Economics, Managerial Studies, and History departments and the Center for 
Medicine, Health, and Society, is named after William Henry Calhoun, Nashville silversmith and jeweler who 

https://news.vanderbilt.edu/vanderbiltmagazine/the-commodores-civil-war/
http://www.jewish-history.com/civilwar/judahpb.html
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fbo59
http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/articles/717
https://vanderbilthustler.com/staff_profile/alexa-bussmann/
https://vanderbilthustler.com/23396/featured/vsg-passes-resolution-calling-for-calhoun-hall-to-be-renamed/
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supported the Confederate States of America and owned slaves. Calhoun died in 1865, and his daughter Mary 
Ella Calhoun Foote left her estate to Vanderbilt University for the construction of Calhoun Hall in 1918. The 

building was completed in 1928. 

Bruns learned about the problematic names of university buildings at Hidden Dores’ #TUNNEL event, an 
interactive experience designed to teach Vanderbilt students about the experiences of marginalized student 
communities held on Feb. 9. Determined to address the issue, Bruns asked Speaker of the Senate Sean Swinford 
about writing a bill who told Bruns that Issa had had the same idea, according to Bruns.  

Bruns and Issa began writing a resolution calling for the name changes in mid-March. Bruns said that she 
realized that renaming these buildings could be a long process.  

“This bill was meant to start that process,” Bruns said. “2023 is Vanderbilt’s 150th anniversary, and my goal is 
that that year we unveil the renaming of all these buildings that currently have problematic names.” 

Student action has led to the renaming of buildings in the past. As a first-year at Vanderbilt in 2015, Hidden 
Dores Co-President Andrew Haygood lived in Memorial Hall, then named Confederate Memorial Hall. On Nov. 17 
of that year, Hidden Dores led a walkout on and delivered a list of demands to the chancellor, one of which 
was renaming Confederate Memorial Hall. The hall was renamed in Aug. 2016. 

“Doing that freshman year showed me that these are pretty attainable goals, and the timeline can be pretty 

quick,” Haygood said. “Renaming Calhoun as a specific item is very attainable.” 

To rename Confederate Memorial Hall, the university returned the donation of the Tennessee Division of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy at its present value of $1.2 million from the $50,000 original gift. The 
funding came from anonymous gifts by donors solely for the purpose of repaying the donation. 

Hank Senator Rob Lusk, a co-sponsor of the resolution, said that the difficult part of renaming Calhoun Hall 
would be finding the funds to return the Calhoun family’s donation to the university. 

“That’s the big question that VSG doesn’t know the answer to,” Lusk said. “Where do you get that money?” 

Haygood said that Vanderbilt should find the money to rename Calhoun and other buildings with problematic 
names. 

“This is not an issue that should be ignored just because of funding” Haygood said.  

In addition to Calhoun Hall, Bruns said that McTyeire International House and Garland Hall should also be 
considered for renaming. McTyeire is named after Methodist Bishop Holland N. McTyeire, who was crucial in 
establishing the university and served as the first president of the Vanderbilt University Board of Trust. 

McTyeire was distantly related to Cornelius Vanderbilt, and expressed support of slavery in his essays.  

Garland Hall is named after the university’s first chancellor, Landon C. Garland. Garland is said to have owned 
up to 60 slaves before the Civil War. There is also a Garland Hall at the University of Alabama, as Garland 
served as its president for a decade before founding Vanderbilt University with McTyeire and Vanderbilt.  

The VSG resolution references Yale University’s 2017 decision to rename its Calhoun College, which was named 
after US Vice President and slavery advocate John C. Calhoun. This decision came after months of campus 
protests. William Henry Calhoun and John C. Calhoun were not related. 

Bruns spoke about the prevalence of buildings with problematic names as a result of the south’s history and 
Vanderbilt’s role in the region. 

“I think this is a really good way for Vanderbilt to be a leader, especially among southern universities,” Bruns 
said. 

https://essay.vanderbilthustler.com/we-are-vanderbilt-we-will-not-be-silent
https://news.vanderbilt.edu/2016/08/15/vanderbilt-will-remove-confederate-inscription-from-residence-hall/
https://www.tuscaloosanews.com/news/20060407/slavery-marks-universitys-past
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2017/02/11/calhoun-college-renamed/
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THOMAS W. Cons.

Thomas William Cobb was born June 12, 1844; and

died December 11, 1911, at his home in Union, Ala.
During the war he served in Company C, 43d Alabama,

Gracie’s Brigade, and later

in the Army of Tennessee
until disabled by a long spell
of typhoid fever. He after

wards joined Forrest’s Cav
alry, serving till the close of

the war. He was a member
of Camp Sanders, U. C. V.,

at Union, and almost invaria

bly attended the reunions.

After the war was over,

he taught school, and later
he engaged in agricultural
pursuits, whereby he suc
cessfully demonstrated the

dignity of farm life, and
from which he gathered a

competency. He was a Church member and was deeply in
terested in Christian service. His wife, who was Miss Dora
Steele, and one daughter survive. (See May VETERAN.)

MRs. KATE Moss VANMETER.
Mrs. Kate (Moss) Vanmeter, wife of Capt. Charles J. Van
meter, Chancellor of the Western Kentucky State Normal
School, died peacefully after a lingering illness at her home,
near Bowling Green, Ky., May 16, in her seventy-sixth year.
Mrs. Vanmeter was of one of Kentucky's most prominent

families. Her four brothers were all faithful and gallant Con
federate soldiers. One of them, Col. J. W. Moss, who com
manded the 2d Kentucky Regiment, was mortally wounded at
Jonesboro, Tenn., in 1864. Another brother, Maj. Thomas E.

THOMAS \Vll.LI.~\M COBB.

MRS. KATE MOSS VANMETER.

Moss, formerly Attorney-General of Kentucky, died in the
Philippine Islands about two years ago. She had survived all
her immediate family except one sister, Miss Joe Moss, whose
home has for years been at the Vanmeter residence. Her

venerable husband, Capt. Charles J. Vanmeter, who survives
her, though bowed down with grief, and now in his eighty
seventh year, entered the quartermaster’s service in the Con
federate States army in 1861 and so continued until 1865.
Mrs. Vanmeter united with the Presbyterian Church in
early life, and was constant in her attendance at worship as
long as her health permitted. She retained throughout her

simple faith in the Lord and lived a consistent and active
Christian, dispensing charity in an unostentatious way, with an
eye single to the glory of the Master whom she loved.
As a wife she was truly and devotedly a helpmeet. With
her broad-minded, public-spirited, and greatly esteemed hus

band she was active in educational work, and she cooperated
with him in his contributions to the many causes of education
and charity.

Mrs. Vanmeter was a woman of great force of character
and strong convictions and unflinching courage. \Vhat en
deared her most, perhaps, to old Confederates and Southern
sympathizers was her undying loyalty to the cause of her
own Southland—a cause that will never be lost as long as
men love liberty and valor lasts. She was a moving spirit
and an enthusiastic worker in the Daughters of the Confed
eracy. She never failed to be present and to take an active part
in the decoration of Confederate graves in Fairview Cemetery.
Her last letter, written on her sick bed a day or two before
her death, was to the President of the local Chapter, U. D. C.,
reminding her to make arrangements for the decoration ex—
ercises on June 3.
In the death of Mrs. Kate Moss Vanmeter the Confederacy
has lost one of its most active and loyal Daughters and its
old veterans one of their best friends. The memory of her
Christian character—her loyal heart and her good deeds—is
deeply enshrined in the hearts of all who knew her.

[From sketch by Maj. W. O. Obenchain, Bowling Green.]

JOHN HARL.

The Colusa (Cal.) Sun of recent date announced the death
of John Harl, a native of Hardin Codunty, Ky., where he was
born July 8, 1828. His father, John Harl, went from Loudoun
County, Va., in early days and died when the son was a youth.
\Vhen the War of the States began, he enlisted on the South
ern side with the 2d Kentucky Regiment in Company C,
commanded by Captain Sale. This was Gen. John H. Mor
gan’s old regiment, commanded later by General Duke. He
remained with them and was in all the engagements of his
brigade until near the close, when he was taken prisoner.

Soon after the war the family started \Vest, and after a

toilsome journey of six months they arrived in California
on the Sacramento River, where they located. It was a long
journey with wagons and teams. However, they soon found

some good lands near where Leesville now stands, and he

and his brother engaged in farming.

Comrade Harl first married Miss Mollie Kinsman, who
died in a few years, leaving him a little girl. In 1885 he res

turned to Kentucky with his little daughter, and on April 9
he married Mrs. Eunice Taylor Frank, of Mead County, ad
joining the county in which he was reared. They left im

mediately for Leesville, Cal., where they resided until Novem

ber, 1891, when they removed to Colusa.

He has passed a good and useful life, leaving an honest,

true name. He was a man without enemies. He joined the

Methodist Church in early youth, and died in that faith. In
political affiliations he was a steadfast Democrat.
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* JEFFERSON DAVIS HOME ASSOCIATION.
LARGEST CONTRIBUTOR so FAR To THE FUND.

Capt. C. J. VanMeter, who was born May 22, 1826, in Bow
ling Green, Ky., gives one hundred dollars to the Jefferson
Davis Home Association. This great-hearted, patriotic gentle

man engaged in the mercantile business early in life and later
in steamboating. When the war came on, he was asked by

Gen. A. S. Johnston to assist the Confederates; so, furnishing
a warehouse, he acted as grain receiver and dispenser for

the army for more than two years, doing valuable service. He

|

-

CAPT C. J. VAN METER.

transported provisions and grain, and carried mail to different
commands, many times at great personal risk.
Since the war Captain VanMeter has lived quietly on his
farm, near Bowling Green, in one of the most beautiful homes
of Kentucky. He was married in 1878 to Mrs. Woodall,
originally Miss Kate Moss, sister to Col. J. W. Moss, a sol
dier in the Mexican War and also a daring soldier of the Con
federacy. He died from the effect of wounds. She had three
other brothers in the Confederate army—Gen. Thomas E.,

L. C., and William Moss. Mrs. VanMeter has been Presi
dent of the Bowling Green Chapter, U. D. C., for years.
Captain VanMeter has always been noted for his liberality,
giving largely to the schools and charity of his town, and is
esteemed as one of its best citizens.

HOIV FORT PULASKI WAS CAPTURED.
Mr. E. S. Lathrop, of Decatur, Ga., tells the story.
Among the ladies who had gathered to dedicate a monu
ment one of them expressed her ignorance of the fact that

Mr. Lathrop was a veteran. To this he replied that he had
not only served the entire four years with the Confederates,

but that, so far as Georgia is concerned, he began the war.

Mr. Lathrop was a sergeant of the Savannah Volunteer
Guards; and when orders came from Governor Brown to the
commander of the Guards to take charge of Fort Pulaski in
the name of the State of Georgia, they were passed on to
Sergeant Lathrop, who, accompanied by a squad of men,
marched to the fort. He halted his men near the fort, went

alone across the drawbridge, and rapped loudly on the mass
ive door.

His hail was answered by the Irish sergeant who had been
left in charge. “Phat does yez want?” asked the Irishman.
“I demand in the name of the State of Georgia the surrender
of the fort,” replied Lathrop. “Faith, an ye don’t get it,”
replied the Irishman. “Do you see that moat full of water,

and do you see that squad of men there? Well, if you don't
hand over the keys of this fort immediately, those men will
throw you into the water and take the fort, anyway. And if
you will surrender, you can go uptown and enjoy yourself for
the next two weeks.”

The Irishman scratched his head, thought awhile, them
turned the keys over to Sergeant Lathrop, and Fort Pulaski
was surrendered to the State of Georgia.

AGES OF OLDEST CONFEDERATES.

D. G. Fleming, of Hawkinsville, Ga., writes: “On page 352
of the VETERAN for July mention is made of a headstone over
a grave at Mountain Creek, Ala., which bears the inscription,

"Gabriel Capers, Company C, 40th Tennessee Regiment; died
February 11, 1905, aged 105 years, with the comment: ‘It
seems unreasonable that so old a man was in service. It
does seem unreasonable, but it is not improbable. I will not
let an Arkansas man outdo a Georgian in a fish story, so will
state an actual fact. In May, 1861, James Argo, Sr., of Pu
laski County, Ga., was mustered into the service of the Con
federate States as a member of Company G, 8th Georgia In
fantry, at the age of seventy years, and did several months’
good service, as I can testify, being a member of the same
company. If I mistake not, he was actively engaged in the
first battle of Manassas. If he had lived until 1905, as Mr.
Capers did, he would have been about one hundred and four
teen years old. His grave is certainly entitled to a handsome
Confederate monument. His son, James Argo, Jr., who was
in the same command, is now living in Ovideo, Fla. We had
another old gentleman, Jacob Stephens, nearly as old, who
entered as a substitute. Of course neither could hold out
when real activities began, and both were discharged after a
few months of excellent service.”

FIRST SOLDIER KILLED IN THE WAR.
John Quincy Marr, captain of the Warrenton Rifles (Com
pany K), 17th Virginia Regiment Infantry, was evidently the
first soldier killed in the war, having been shot through the
heart at Fairfax C. H. on June 1, 1861, in a night attack by

the Federals under Lieutenant Tompkins, Company B, United
States Dragoons, ten days before the battle of Big Bethel,
which occurred on June Io. Captain Marr was a son of John
and Catherine Inman Marr, born in Warrenton, Fauquier
County, Va., May 27, 1825. He was a member of the Virginia

State Convention of 1861, which he left for battle. Four sol
diers of his company have testified to the facts as stated—
Joseph A. Jeffries, of Warrenton, Va., B. L. McCouchie, A.
Fletcher, and Capt. J. D. Kirby.
A more extended notice was given this in the VETERAN for
July, 1898, page 320.
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 OGDEN COLLEGE: A BRIEF HISTORY

 By Jesse B. Johnson and Lowell H. Harrison

 PREFACE

 This work had its beginning during the Christmas vaca
 tion in 1925 in a cooperative effort of President Whittle and
 Coach Johnson to compile a list of the graduates or Ogden
 College. Encouraged by President Whittle and later urged by
 President Lewis, Mr. Johnson decided to present "The History
 of Ogden College" as a M.A. thesis at George Peabody College
 for Teachers.

 Since Mr. Johnson accepted a teaching-coaching position
 at New Mexico School of Mines during the spring of 1927,
 and Ogden College was consolidated with Western Kentucky
 State Teachers College in November, 1927, little interest was
 expressed in the publication or the manuscript until the sum
 mer of 1968 when a group of about fifty Ogden men met for
 the first reunion since Ogden became part of Western. Former
 President Whittle came to the reunion with a copy of the
 original manuscript and made a plea for its publication. Mr.
 and Mrs. Johnson were invited guests at this reunion and he
 agreed to its publication, provided some interested person,
 preferably an Ogden alumnus, revise and update it by includ
 ing accounts of events relating to Ogden which had occurred
 since 1927. Mr. Alvis Temple, an Ogden man and currently
 Executive Secretary, Kentucky Broadcasters Association, agreed
 to handle arrangements for the revision and publication.

 After considering several possibilities, Mr. Temple ar
 ranged with Professor Harrison of Western Kentucky Univer
 sity to update, shorten, and in some instances rewrite the
 history to article length for publication by the Kentucky His
 torical Society. This arrangement accounts for the listing of
 co-authors.

 Jesse B. Johnson began his teaching career at Ogden
 College, 1923-1927, as an instructor in history and coach of
 athletics. From 1927-1930 he was coach of athletics and in

 structor in English at New Mexico School of Mines; 1930-1935,

 189
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 superintendent of schools at Old Lyme, Connecticut, and a
 graduate fellow at Yale University; 1935-1969, he was Chairman
 of the Department of the Social Sciences at Central Connecti
 cut State College. He retired in August, 1969, as Professor
 Emeritus of Political Science. He received the B.S. degree from
 Southwest Missouri State College, the M.A. degree from Pea
 body College for Teachers, and the Ph.D. degree from Yale
 University. In 1967 he was the "honored guest" of the Re
 publics of China and Korea.

 Lowell H. Harrison holds the A.B. degree from Western
 Kentucky University, and the M.A. and Ph.D. decrees from

 New York University. He also has done postdoctoral work at
 the London School of Economics. His professional experience
 includes teaching at West Texas State University and co-author
 of the Panhandle Plains Historical Review for ten years before
 coming to Western as professor of history. He is the author of
 John Breckinridge: Jeffersonian Republican, for which he was
 voted a certificate of commendation by the American Associa
 tion for State and Local History.

 Although great masses of interesting material have been
 left out of this revision, at the request of the publisher, we
 believe this shortened length is preferable for publication in
 the Register and does not diminish the value of the information
 included. The Authors.

 i~kGDEN COLLEGE, founded in Bowling Green, Kentucky,
 ^ in 1877, was one of hundreds of colleges established in
 the United States during the halt-century between the Civil
 War and the First World War. American higher education
 experienced a phenomenal growth during that period, and
 the sheer increase in the number of institutions was one of

 its most spectacular features. In 1860 the nation had 182
 colleges and universities; by 1910 the number had swelled to
 951,1 although for many of the schools the name college repre
 sented "hopeful ambition rather than precise definition."8

 1 John S. Brubacher and Willis Rudy, Higher Education in Transition
 (New York, 1958), 59; Historical Statistics of the United States (Washington,
 D.C., 1960), 211.

 2 George P. Schmidt, "A Century of the Liberal Arts College," in Wil
 liam W. Brickman and Stanley Lehner (eds.), A Century of Higher Educa
 tion (New York, 1962), 51.
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 Many of the institutions were quite small, a major factor
 contributing to their high mortality rate. The United States
 covered a vast area with a rapidly growing population, and
 there were serious transportation problems in some regions
 which led to the creation of many small schools which served
 a limited area. Local pride and religious rivalries fostered
 the establishment of other institutions, and the prevailing
 spirit of a laissez-faire, individualistic society encouraged the
 trend. Educational costs were comparatively low, for salaries
 were small, little equipment was thought necessary, and inter
 collegiate athletics were in their inexpensive infancy; it did
 not require a large amount of money to open a school.3 The
 intense interest of an individual was also often responsible for
 the birth of a new school. Robert W. Ogden played that role
 in relation to Ogden College.

 Robert W. Ögden, born in Loudoun County, Virginia, on
 April 1, 1S15, moved to Warren County, Kentucky, in search
 of greater economic opportunities. He prospered moderately
 until 1836 when he married Georgianna McDowell Rochester,
 a wealthy widow who died in 1839. With ample capital for
 his enterprises, Ogden became a successful farmer, trader,
 and businessman whose hobby was breeding and racing fine
 horses. A handsome man who loved to dress in white suits,
 Ogden was widely known as a congenial companion and host.4

 His step-daughter later wrote that his "sole aim in life
 was to die rich." When he died on November 10, 1873, his
 will, dated three years earlier, disposed of an estate valued at
 well over φΐυυ,υυυ. ms disposition οι tnat sum was even more
 surprising than its size. Ogden's formal schooling had totaled
 only a few weeks, and he had frequently boasted that ne
 had never rubbed against a college wall."5 But the bulk of
 his estate, after some minor bequests were made, was dedicated
 to the promotion of education.

 3 Brubaeher and Rudy, Higher Education, 59-60.
 * Agatha Rochester Strange, The House of Rochester in Kentucky ( Har

 rodsburg, Ky., 1899), 28-80; James P. Cornette, "A History of Ogden Col
 lege" (research paper in Education 500, George Peabody College for Teachers,
 Autumn quarter, 1936), 1; Park City Daily News, November 20, 1924; notes
 from Miss Margaret Hobson, April 27, 1965, in Ogden-Biography Folder (The
 Kentucky Library, Bowling Green).

 5 Strange, House of Rochester, 29.
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 Ogden designated $50,000, or so much thereof as may be
 necessary," for "the purchase of suitable grounds and the
 erection thereon, or appropriate buildings in or near the town
 of Bowling Green, Kentucky, and be dedicated and devoted to
 the education of, therein, males or females, young men or
 young women. . . His preference was a college for men; if
 it were founded, it was to be called Ogden College. The
 residue of the estate not otherwise disposed of was to be in
 vested and the interest used "to pay, as far as it will go, the
 tuition fees of any of the young men of Warren County or the
 State of Kentucky . . who were "the children of native born,
 white, American citizens. . . Ogden's executors were desig
 nated regents of the college with extensive powers to govern
 the proposed institution, including control over the trustees
 and the power to appoint their own successors.6

 William V. Loving and his son Hector V. Loving had
 drafted Ogden's will and were his executors. The elder Loving
 may well have influenced Major Ogden's decision to give his
 fortune to the promotion of education, but he declined the
 post of regent.7 Thus Hector V. Loving became the Regent
 and Trustee, a position which he occupied until his death in
 1913. He decided upon the male school favored by the bene
 factor, and in September, 1874, he appointed five citizens of
 Warren County to membership on the first Board of Trustees.
 Robert Rodes, an eminent attorney with a fine classical edu
 cation, was elected president or the Board. D. W. Wright, an
 eloquent young attorney, accepted the demanding dual post
 or Secretary of the Board and Treasurer of the College. Judge
 H. K. Thomas had served his region with distinction as County
 Judge and state representative. Colonel W. E. Hobson had
 earned that rank in the U.S. Army in 1863 when he was only
 19 years of age; after the war he had established The Re
 publican newspaper in Bowling Green and had served the
 community as postmaster. The fifth member, Henry Thomas
 Clark, was also a prominent Bowling Green attorney.8

 6 Will in Warren County Court Records, items XV, XVII.
 7 John B. Rodes, "Ogden College Founder's Day Address, April 17, 1935,"

 in Cornette, "Ogden College," 3.
 8 Bowling Green Daily Times-Journal, December 19, 1907, 20.
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 These appointments seemed to presage swift implementa
 tion of Oeden's wishes, but after four years there was still no
 school. Some impatient Bowling Green citizens held a public
 meeting in 1877 at which they adopted resolutions urging the
 Board or Trustees to open the college without further delay.
 Secretary-Treasurer Wright defended the Board s inaction by
 explaining that much time had been required to settle the
 will, acquire a site, and make other arrangements, but he
 promised that the opening would come as soon as possible.
 On June 12, the Board voted to open Ogden College on the
 first Monday in September. A faculty was elected in July,
 and application was made for the usual collegiate charter
 which was obtained from the state on March 8, 1878.9

 The Reverend J. W. Wightman, a Presbyterian minister,
 was elected president, a position which he occupied for six
 years. Colonel M. H. Crump became Professor of Natural
 Science, and John P. Leatsakos was made Professor of Geog
 raphy and Languages. Professor Leatsakos was a fine scholar,
 but his Greek accent and his personal idiosyncrasies made J- J

 him the butt of many student jokes and pranks; his tenure at
 Ogden was just one year. Colonel Crump, on the other hand,
 served a dozen years, resigned, then returned to the faculty in
 1899 and taught seven additional vears.10

 Ogden College had at least two direct collegiate prede
 cessors in Bowling Green. Southern College had been chartered v_» w

 by the state legislature in 1819, but after several years of
 "desultory existence" it had expired, leaving some $17,000 in
 assets.11 In 1868 the Methodist Episcopal Church South of
 Kentucky obtained a new charter for an institution called
 Warren College. An elaborate mansion which Thomas C.
 Calvert had started constructing on the outskirts of the citv

 was purchased in 1871 and remodeled and enlarged for edu
 cational use. A local preparatory school was moved to the
 campus. But benefactors were slow to redeem their pledges in

 9 Alvin Fayette Lewis, History of Higher Education in Kentucky (Wash
 ington, D.C., 1899), 217-218; J. M. Hines to C. N. McElroy, January' 31, 1878,
 Ogden College Folder, Kentucky Library.

 10 Cornette, "Ogden College," 8.
 11 Lula Dickey Vance, "The Development of Education in Bowling

 Green, Kentucky" CM.A. thesis, Western Kentucky State Teachers College,
 June, 1936), 3-5, 19.
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 cash, and soon after the school opened in 1872 it was learned
 that Ogden's will would shortly provide it with a tuition-free
 competitor. In 1876 Warren College closed its doors.12

 Regent Loving and the Trustees were favorably impressed
 by Warren College's location and physical assets, and its ιjy * ν αιιυιι v>wxx^g^ ο xv^wcilai^xx aiiu Je j OAV-'clA aao^ta, cixxvx ílo

 acquisition would hasten the opening of their school. In 1877
 they rented from the Methodist Church the seven to eight acres
 of wooded land on the eastern slope of the hill which rose
 above the city on its southern flank. Future catalogs of Ogden
 College would describe the site in glowing terms: "Its high
 elevation insures exquisite purity of air and that dignified
 tranquility which should surround every college. . . ."13 In
 1 1·.· . .1 1 t «1 1· Π 1 /-\ 1 TT 11

 addition to the Calvert building, soon called Ogden HaJl,
 there was a converted barn near the Nashville turnpike which
 was used as an assembly hall and supplementary classroom.
 Three years later, in 1880, the Ogden estate purchased the
 property from the Methodist Church.14

 Because of Major Ogden's insistence upon free tuition
 the Trustees decided to limit initial enrollment to approxi
 mately 100 students, the number that the endowment income
 and the small incidental fees could support.15 Monday, Sep
 tember 3, 1877 was a warm, sunny day. Some 100 boys as
 ParviKlnrl Λ« fli« λοτπ-τμιρ nf fil nm plrirlnvlrinA' λι·λιι«
 sembled on the campus, many of them skylarking around the
 horse-lot provided for those who rode in to school. Ogden
 Ρ.γιΠρ(τρ npvpr Tiiirî linnrrliricr faciliHps tinrî mnst nf f-Vip nnf-nf College never had boarding facilities, and most of the out-of
 town students boarded in carefully recommended homes be
 (■wppTi fVtp ramniK art Λ fVip el mi'nfnwn arpa nf Rnwlinff flrftfvn tween the campus and the downtown area of Bowling Green.
 The students varied widely in size and age; some were mere

 nflmrç wnm νηπησ mm Snmp wprs i·]rpcspf] m boys while others were young men. Some were dressed in
 the height of fashion with their high-breasted coats buttoned
 ιιτλ fn n^»r*lrc· af l**acf o fV*w χχιργα Vmrpfnnf anrl in up to their necks; at least a tew were barefoot and dressed m
 rough work clothes. Some must have been apprehensive of
 what was awaiting them, but the majority appeared jubilant

 12 Ibid., 24-25; College Heights Herald, April 8, 1955; Cornette, "Ogdea
 College," β.

 13 Ogden College Catalogue, 1889-1890, 12.
 14 Cornette, "Ogden College," 7.
 15 Lewis, Higher Education, 218, In 1877 the fee was $5.00. By 1880 it

 had been increased to $10.00. Out-of-state students also paid $30.00 per year
 for tuition.
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 over the honor of belonging to Ogden's first class.16
 The ringing of the bell in Ogden Hall's belfrey signalled

 the time to assemble in the converted barn where Dr. Wight
 man conducted devotions and welcomed the students to the
 college. After noting the youthfulness of some members of his
 audience, the President warned that Ogden College would
 not be conducted as a kindergarten. Then he and the other
 members or the laculty began examining the students to
 determine their academic placement. The first catalog had
 outlined two years of preparatory and four years of college
 work, but when the sorting process was completed nearly 80%
 of the students were below the collegiate level, and plans
 had to be rearranged to cope with that distribution.17

 Many American communities did not have high schools at
 that period, and many colleges found it necessary to offer
 preparatory courses. Bowling Greens first public schools did
 not open until 1882, and there was no public high school until
 1908, so Ogden's prep division helped fill a serious educational
 gap.18 Students entering it had to be at least twelve years old
 and nací to stand an examination in the elementary English
 branches, including Modem Political Geography, English
 Grammar, as far as Syntax; arithmetic through fractions; U.S.
 History, and must write a fair hand."10 j 7

 The college program was based upon the usual classical
 course which led to the Bachelor of Arts degree. Latin, Greek,
 and Natural Science were all studied tor four years, mathe
 matics and English for three years, and political and mental
 science ior two. A student was expected to take four subjects
 in his freshman year, five in his sophomore and senior years,
 and six while a junior.20 At the close of each term students
 were publicly examined over their work. These results were
 combined with daily records, and the composite standings were
 published. Those who scored below 66 on a scale of 100 were

 16 Λ]vin F. Lewis, interviewed by Jesse Β. Johnson, July 9, 1927.
 17 Lewis, Higher Education, 218: Ógden College Catalogue, 1878-1879,

 10; Cornette, "Ogden College," 8.
 18 Paul Huddieston, "John Barrett Rodes, Portrait of a Man," in Rodes

 Collection, Kentucky Library; Frederick Rudolph, The American College and
 University (New York, 1962), 281-283.

 19 Ogden College Catalogue, 1878-1879, 10.
 so Ibid., 12.
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 not promoted to the next class; those unfortunate enough to
 fall below 33 were required to withdraw.21

 In 1880 the college course was revised and organized in
 eight schools: philosophy, mathematics, ancient languages,
 natural science, civil engineering, English language and litera
 ture, modern languages, and commercial science. Faculty
 members had to be versatile, for each of them usually taught
 several subjects, including both college and prep courses.
 Academic standards were increased at the same time, and the
 enrollment, which had been 128, 136, and 119 in the first three
 years, dropped to only 87. The next summer the Board author
 ized President Wightman to spend $100 for expenses as he
 scoured surrounding counties for additional students.22 Ogden
 College's first senior class in 1880-1881 included Alvin F. Lewis
 who in later years twice served the institution as its president.23

 Dr. Wightman, Regent Loving, and the members of the
 Board had to contend with a financial dilemma which plagued
 the school throughout its existence. The small fees and out-of
 state tuition supplied only a small percent of the operating
 expenses, and the endowment income was not enough to pro
 vide adequate support for a large school which could offer a
 varied program. Planned expenditures for the first year totaled
 $4,000; the actual costs were $4,489. During the next several
 years costs ranged between $5,000 and $7,000 with faculty
 salaries absorbing most of the expenditure.24 As late as 1885
 the president received only $1,400 per year while professors
 were paid either $1,200 or $1,000. A janitor was also employed,
 and there were modest but consistent demands for academic

 and maintenance supplies.25
 Some relief was provided in 1878 when Ogden College

 was named residuary legatee in the will of Major John E.
 Robinson of Bowling Green. The income from the bequest
 was designated for the endowment of the John E. Robinson

 21 Ibid., 16.
 22 Minutes of Board of Trustees, cited in Cornette, "Ogden College,"

 9. College students in the first three years numbered 28 of 128, 21 of 136,
 and 26 of 119. The second year's enrollment of 136 was the largest until
 1916.

 23 Alvin F. Lewis, interviewed by Jesse B. Johnson, July 9, 1928.
 24 Cornette, "Ogden College," 10.
 25 Bowling Green Time-Gazette, June 3, 1885.
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 Chair of Natural Science. Subsequent litigation reduced the
 value of the gift from an estimated $25,000 to approximately
 half that sum.26 Even that amount was welcome, but it was
 many years before the school received its next substantial gift.

 Ogden College boasted or its independence from ecclesias
 tical control, and it was "avowedly and conscientiously non
 sectarian in its purposes and aims. It, however, assumes to
 itself a Christian character, and is in fullest sympathy with
 Christian morals and culture."27 The daily assembly was
 opened with devotional exercises, and the first course of study
 provided for a weekly exercise in the study of the English
 Bible.28

 Discipline was also an essential part of Ogden's education.
 The goal was to develop personal character so that the young
 men would exercise "a manly and consistent control of them
 selves." Before beginning lois studies each newly admitted stu
 dent signed a pledge binding himself "to obey the laws of the
 college and to prosecute his studies with earnestness and fidel
 ity. 29 Faculty minutes indicate that regulations were enrorced.
 One young man was dismissed on September 8, 1879 for "using
 grossly obscene and insulting language upon the college cam
 pus," and in November one Devon Ragland was suspended
 thirty days for fighting. Reinstated on December 22, he was
 required to pass examinations covering all of the work he had
 missed during his suspension.30

 During the early years of its operation four men were es
 pecially helpful in getting the college firmly established. One,
 of course, was President Wightman. He was an excellent
 scholar and a capable teacher, and he gave an impressive tone
 to the institution. Tall and handsome with caretully kept side
 burns, he commanded the respect of both the students and
 the community. Dr. Wightman did much to establish the
 character of the school in the six years before he resigned

 26 Warren County Court Records, April 23, 1878; Lewis, Higher Educa
 tion, 219.

 27 This statement was repeated year after year in the school's catalogs.
 28 Ogden College Catalogue, 1878-1879, 16.
 29 Ibid., 15.
 80 Minutes of Faculty Meetings, September 8., December 22, 1879.

This content downloaded from 161.6.94.245 on Fri, 19 Jun 2020 14:35:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



 REGISTER OF THE KENTUCKY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

 in 1883 to move to Ohio.31
 T^onîol cför \Ä7inrrl%f τ τ r π, ο Cnnrnf η r nf fV> α T^nnrrl Daniel Webster Wright was Secretary of the Board of

 Regents and Treasurer of the College from its founding until
 1913 when he became Regent. Regent Loving lived in Louis
 ville, and he entrusted much of the detailed supervision of the
 college to Wright's devoted care. Born in Bowling Green in
 1839, Wright had graduated from Hamilton College in 1859
 and from Albany Law School in 1867. In addition to his legal
 practice he served at various times as city attorney and state
 senator and representative. Yet he somehow found time to
 work tirelessly for the welfare of Ogden. One of bis early
 projects was to beautify the grounds. Eroded spots were filled
 in and sown with grass, and by 1883 over a hundred species
 of trees and shrubs graced the campus. A common cause for Λ.

 student disciplinary action was walking on Wright's cherished
 grass. He did more than any other person to ensure the suc
 cessful operation of the physical plant.32

 One of the greatest figures in Ogden's history joined the
 faculty in 1878 in the school's second year. William A. Oben ✓

 chain, born in Virginia in 1841, graduated from Virginia Mili
 tary Institute in 1861 and became a distinguished Confederate J ------ .

 engineering officer. After the war Major Obenchain became
 a teacher and sometime real estate dealer before joining the * L."

 Ogden faculty as Professor of Mathematics. He was quickly
 elected president when Dr. Wightman resigned, and he lent JL w w -

 distinction and unshakable integrity to the position for many
 years of selfless service. In 1906 Major Obenchain relinquished ✓ J Λ

 the burden of the presidency, but he continued to teach until
 his death during the summer of 1916.33 During his last years

 31 Lev/is, Higher Education, 219; Cornette, "Ogden College," 15. Wight
 man moved to Steubenville, Ohio, as associate principal of a seminary and
 pastor of a church. He later called the move "the mistake of his life."
 James W. Wightman, A History of the Jefferson College Class of 1860
 (Washington, Pennsylvania, 1911), 182-187.
 32 Wright succeeded his friend H. V. Loving as Regent upon the latter's
 death in 1913. Wright died on January 3, 1921. E. Polk Johnson, A History
 of Kentucky and Kentuckians (Chicago, 1912), II, 699; Park City Daily
 News, January 4, 1921. The McElroy Collection, Kentucky Library, contains
 numerous letters from Loving to Wright on Ogden's financial affairs.
 33 W. P. Creene, The Green River Country . . . (Evansville, Indiana,
 1898), 30-31; Ogden College Catalogue, 1916-1917, preface.
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 as his health declined friends urged him "to take things easy."
 To that suggestion he had only one answer: "I would not be
 doing my duty if I took things easy."34

 A man of great dignity, Major Obenchain was remem
 bered by his students for his code of conduct and his stern
 emphasis upon discipline. In his view a man who removed
 his coat bv his own fireside in the nresence of his familv was

 not a gentleman. Nor did a gentleman smoke while walking
 with a lady. Indeed, a gentleman did not converse with a lady
 on a street corner lest he compromise her reputation. The
 Maior's students wore coats in class, even during the warmest

 clays. When a daring scholar ventured to ask why, the Major
 "mildly suggested that bv learning to endure heat in this
 world, he would be better able to stand it in his future exis
 tence. if he did not walk the straight and narrow path."36

 Another student complained at home that the Major nagged
 him. "If he nags you," his mother replied, "it is because he
 is interested in you. The Major did not use corporal punish
 ment; he did not need to do so to be obeyed.36

 General W. F. Perry may well have been the best loved
 facultv member who ever taught at Ogden. A native of
 Georgia, he was president of East Alabama College in 1862
 when he resigned to enlist in the Confederate army as a pri
 vate; by the end of the war he was a brigadier general who
 had earned glowing recommendations from his superiors. He
 conducted a school at Lynnland, Kentucky, trom 180/ until
 1883 when he joined the Ogden faculty as Professor of English
 and History. The General never hesitated to rap heads or
 shake students until their teeth rattled if he thought they de
 served punishment, "But without demanding it, he always se
 cured the love of every bov whom he taught." Some of his
 students erected his tomb, and the epitaph they selected re
 flected their love: "He spent forty years in the professor's
 chair, where his kindness, firmness, wide learning, rare elo
 quence, and the beauty of his Christian character stirred many

 34 The Cardinal, 1917. The Cardinal was the college annual which was
 apparently published in 1913, 1914, and 1917.

 35 Ibid.

 38 Ogden College Catalogue, 1916-1917, 5; Park City Daily News,
 November 20, 1924.
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 youths to high resolves and noble purposes." General Perry's
 death in 1901 was a severe blow to the college.37

 The years from 1883 to the turn of the century were
 among the brightest in Ogden's history. While the enrollment
 was not, on the average, as large as it had been during the
 first few years,38 a higher percentage of the students were
 doing collegiate work, and there was more emphasis upon the
 college program.89 Increased costs forced some adjustments
 in fees during Obenchain's first presidential year. Tuition for
 out-of-state students was raised to $30 per year, and con
 tingency fee which everyone paid was increased to $10. A
 laboratory fee of $5.00 was initiated. Such reluctant increases
 helped meet current operating expenses, but the college's in
 come did not permit the addition of a large hall for chapel
 and commencement exercises which was Obenchain's dream.

 "The attention of liberal-minded persons is respectfully called
 to this want of the College," the school's catalog read, "which
 furnishes one or more of our wealthy Kentuckians an oppor
 tunity to do a worthy deed and help a noble cause."40 Unfor
 tunately, the President's dream of expanded facilities remained
 unfulfilled.

 During the last years of the century several significant
 changes were made in the courses of study. In 1883 a Bachelor
 of Science course which emphasized mathematics, German, and
 English was added to supplement the Bachelor of Arts pro
 gram. A Bachelor of Philosophy course, based upon English,
 German, French and history, became available two years
 later. A special course which stressed business and English
 was offered for students who did not seek a degree.41 The
 college also granted the Master of Arts degree for two years
 of satisfactory work beyond the bachelor's degree, but, with

 37 The Cardinal, 1917; Cornette, "Ogden College," 26-29; Park City
 Daily News, November 20, 1924; Ezra J. Warner, Generals in Gray (Baton
 Rouge, 1959), 236-237.

 38 Available records indicate that the enrollment exceeded 100 in only
 three years (103 in 1885, 114 in 1886, and 113 in 1890) of Obenehain's
 presidential tenure. Enrollment was under 80 in at least 14 of those years.
 Only 58 were registered in 1899 and 55 in 1904.

 39 Cornette, "Ogden College," 16.
 40 Ogden College Catalogue, 1889-1890, 13.
 41 Ibid., 1883-1884, 11, 16-18.
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 one exception in 1890, the M.A.'s conferred were apparently
 awarded to graduates who had done their additional work
 at other institutions.42

 Much of the social and intellectual life of the college dur
 ing this era centered around the Ogden Literary Society which
 was organized in 1879. Its members met each Wednesday
 afternoon "for exercise in elocution, composition, and debate"
 and for practice of parliamentary procedures. As the years
 passed there was more emphasis upon extemporaneous speak
 ing. An internal quarrel over the best way to spend the So
 ciety's funds resulted in the organization of the Ogden De
 bating Society, and the intense rivalry between the two groups
 enlivened the intellectual and social life of the campus. A
 reconciliation was finally achieved and in 1912 the original
 name was resumed. The societies also gave the students a
 channel of communication to the administration. In 1889 when
 Colonel M. H. Crump resigned the Board of Trustees decided
 to economize by leaving his position vacant. But the Literary
 Society presented its objections to the Board, and a replace
 ment was obtained.43

 The developing interest in forensics led the Trustees to
 create two prizes in 1883 which became cherished traditions
 of the school. The Ogden Medal, named in honor of the
 founder, was conferred on April 1, the date of his birth, as a
 prize for the best original oration. At least four students had
 to compete, with half of the contestants being selected by the
 faculty and half by the Literary Society. The Robinson Medal
 was conferred at the end of each academic year upon the
 preparatory student who excelled in declamation. The con
 testants were selected in the same manner as prescribed for
 the Ogden Medal. Winners of either contest were ineligible
 to compete again.44 In later years the contests came to be one
 of the high points of the academic year as a major part of the
 commencement exercises.

 A third major award, the Trustees Medal, was added
 later. Originally awarded to the student in the college depart

 42 Cornette, "Ogden College," 16.
 43 Ibid., 17-18; The Cardinal, 1917.
 44 Ogden College Catalogue, 1883-1884, 25.
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 ment who had the highest grade average for the year, it was
 later altered to honor the senior who had the best academic

 average for the entire four years.45

 One reason for the importance attached to the activities
 of the societies and the contests which determined the winners

 of the awards was the absence of organized athletics until the
 1890's. Much of the agitation for an athletic program came
 from the Alumni Association which was organized in 1887.
 Ogden's alumni were a devoted group, and they were able
 to take an active interest in school affairs since many of them
 lived in Bowling Green or the surrounding area. In 1894 the
 Alumni Association secured the appointment of three of its
 members to the Board of Trustees; after that date a majority of
 the Trustees always consisted of alumni. That same year the
 Alumni Association set up a committee to see what could be
 done to promote college athletics. An effort to secure a gym
 nasium or to convert the old chapel to that purpose failed;
 Ogden College would later use the Bowling Green YMCA
 for its basketball games, for the college never had a gymnasium
 of its own.46

 Football was started at Ogden in the early 1890's and
 continued until 1900 when it was discontinued for several

 years. The most memorable game of the early period was the
 classic clash with Bethel College of Russellville in 1895. Ogden
 was undefeated going into this final game, and a special train
 carried the team and its enthusiastic supporters to Russellville.
 Bethel scored a touchdown in the first half but failed to make
 the extra point. Ogden finally scored in the second half de
 spite attacks from Bethel adherents whenever Ogden players
 came within reach of their canes and umbrellas. As the tieing
 score was made a general fight broke out. Guns appeared but
 no shots were fired; all other available weapons were used.
 Ogden's coach produced a large revolver which enabled him
 to escape with the game ball. The battle raged from the field
 to the hotel where the players had dressed and from there to
 the train which finally pulled out under a hail of rocks which

 45 Ibid., 1890-1891, 35. No award was made if the highest average was
 under 85.

 *6 Cornette, "Ogden College," 19-21.
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 smashed windows and rattled against the sides. Major Oben
 chain emerged from the affray with his hat knocked off, his
 cane missing, his clothing in disarray, and his dignity severely
 tested. It was, he said grimly years later, the most humiliating
 experience of Iiis life.47

 President Obenchain encountered other problems during
 this period. He was increasingly concerned about the urgent
 need for more adequate financing for the college. He men
 tioned the need upon every possible occasion; he urged the
 students to cany the gospel into their homes; he inserted pleas
 for aid in the college catalogs. But his pleas for additional en
 dowment were ignored, and in 1895 the Trustees were forced
 to modify the free tuition policy which was a tradition of the
 school. The panic of 1893-1894 had reduced income, and ex
 penses had to be cut. The number of scholarships was limited
 to 40 of the most needy students. Others were required to pay
 $40 tuition if in the collegiate department, $25 if in the prep
 aratory division.48

 The increase m income allowed the 1895-189b raculty to
 be increased to six members, the largest the school had ever
 had, but the student enrollment could not support that num
 ber, and by the fall of 1896 the number had dropped back to
 the usual four.49 For some inexplicable reason enrollment had
 jumped from 75 in 1889 to 113 in 1890. This was the only
 year during the 1890 s, however, that the number of students
 reached 100. The average for the five years 1895-1899 was 72,
 and in 1899 enrollment slumped to only 58, the smallest total
 that Ogden had ever had.50 A diploma fee of $5.00 was added
 in 1896 and a deposit fee of $2.00 was required to insure the
 college against student damage to buildings and grounds.51
 The diploma fee brought in little revenue for the college enroll

 47 Ibid., 21-22. Cornette based his account upon personal interviews with
 George B. Kerr and W. M. Pearce in 1936. In 1893 the starting line-up
 for Ogden in its game with Bethel College averaged 153 pounds with a range
 from 135 to 181. The backfield averaged 142 pounds per man. Program,
 Ogden υ. Bethel, Thanksgiving Day, 1893, Ogden College Folder.

 48 Ogden College Catalogues, 1895-1896, 12, 29; 1896-1897, 12, 29-30.
 49 Ibid., 1896-1897, 5.
 60 Enrollment figures and faculty names were nearly always given in

 the Catalogue.
 51 Ogden College Catalogue, 1896-1897, 29-30.
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 ment was dwindling. Not a single degree was conferred in
 1899, and only one senior graduated in 1900. For the decade
 1891-1900 the number of graduates averaged just 2.2 per year.
 The annual operating costs were some $6,500 during these
 years, and the college's income was not adequate to meet such
 expenses.52

 Staff appointments were made for 1900-1901 with the
 warning that there would have to be "an entire reorganization
 of the faculty" unless there was a drastic improvement in the
 overall situation. Only ten college students enrolled that fall,
 and the number dropped to eight in 1901. In July, 1900, the
 Trustees and faculty regretfully decided to discontinue the
 smaller, more expensive collegiate department until more sat
 isfactory financial arrangements could be achieved. The classes
 of 1901 and 1902 were allowed to complete their degrees, but
 after June, 1902, Ogden College would offer only four vears
 of high school work. A new Department of Art Manual Train
 ing was added in the fall of 1900 to help provide for those
 students who were not preparing for college work.53

 Ogden lost one of its most valuable members in October,
 1900, when General Perry, nearly eighty years old and in poor
 health, resigned the professorship which he had held with dis
 tinction. The General had long been one of the beloved land
 marks of the institution, and his departure, coupled with the
 abandonment of the collegiate program, seemed to many
 friends of Ogden to herald the beginning of the school's "dark
 ages." The General's successor, John H. Claggett, was also a
 great teacher who 'loved good books with a fanatic fervor . . .
 which made his own life radiant. . . ," but he left Ogden after
 only six years, and his influence was not as far-reaching as
 Perry's had been.54

 The entrenchment appeared to have succeeded in the fall
 of 1900 when 77 students enrolled, the largest number since
 1896. Three of them were seniors and seven were juniors. But
 the increase was temporary, and only 55 enrolled in 1904 and

 52 Ibid., 1890-1901; Cornette, "Ogden College," 30.
 53 Ogden College Catalogue, 1900-1901, 9-10.
 64 Ibid., 10; Silas Bent in Park City Daily News, November, 20, 1924.
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 only 56 the following year.55 College instruction was officially
 terminated in 1902, but there are indications that a few stu
 dents were allowed to continue on some sort of individual

 basis. There was strong pressure for restoration of the college
 level courses, and in January, 1904, the Board voted to drop
 the first year of preparatory work and reinstate the freshman
 year of the college division. In June, 1906, the Board directed
 "that the "president elect shall prepare such an addition to the
 curriculum of the college ... as shall entitle a graduate to
 receive a degree. . . ." The result of this directive was a course
 of study, limited to the A.B. degree, which probably con
 sisted of only three years of college work until 1912. In that
 vear the Board added another year of work "to bring the course
 abreast of that of the best Southern colleges."56

 A new president supervised the restoration of the degree
 program. Major Obenchain was aging, and his physician had
 warned that he must slacken his pace. Despite his best efforts
 the Major had seen Ogden decline from its former status, and
 he may well have felt that someone else might discover means
 of improving conditions. He announced his resignation as presi
 dent in 1906, but for another decade he lent his presence to
 the school he loved as Professor of Mathematics.

 The new president was Alvin F. Lewis. Since his 1881
 graduation from Ogden, Lewis had earned a doctorate at Johns
 Hopkins University and had served ably in such positions as
 president of Tennessee Women's College and head of the De
 partment of History at the University of Arkansas. He knew
 and loved Ogden College, and no one could question his
 desire to restore the school's prestige and position. The Trustees
 indicated their faith in him by giving him much greater con
 trol over the selection of faculty and the direction of school
 affairs than had ever been possessed by any of his predeces
 sors.57

 Dr. Lewis' administration received an auspicious start
 when the fall enrollment in 1906 reached 89, the largest num

 55 Ogden College Catalogues, 1900-1906.
 56 Minutes of the Board of Trustees, April 22, 1912; Cornette, "Ogden

 College," 33-34.
 67 Ogden College Catalogue, 1906-1907, 4; Cornette, "Ogden College," 32.
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 ber since 1892. Sixty-six of the students were in the college
 division, probably the first time in the school's history that
 the number of college students had exceeded those enrolled
 in the prep school.58 Eighty-two students registered in 1907
 and 107 and 112 in the next two years. Increased enrollments
 allowed fees to be maintained at their recent level, and the
 third year of college work was added in 1907 with the A.B.
 degree being conferred upon that basis. One disturbing prob
 lem was the rapid turnover of faculty, except, of course, for
 Obenchain who seemed as permanent as the rocks underlving
 the campus. President Lewis became ill during the 1910-1911
 school year and was confined to a sanitarium much of the
 time; the Reverend R. W. Binkley substituted for him and
 acted as president. His ill health persisted, and President Lewis
 resigned in the spring of 1912.59

 Enrollment had plummeted to 70 in 1910 and to only
 51 in 1911, and the uncertainty engendered by the change in
 the presidency adversely affected both the faculty and stu
 dents. When school opened in September, 1912, the faithful
 Major Obenchain was the only faculty member who had been
 there the previous year. The 45 students in attendance repre
 sented the smallest number in Ogden's history, and the school
 appeared closer to extinction than at any previous period in its
 existence.

 A new president accepted the challenge. William M.
 Pearce held degrees from the National University of Lebanon,
 Ohio, and Yale University, and he had acquired extensive
 teaching and administrative experience in the schools of Ohio,
 Mississippi, and Texas.60 Pearce decided that the most urgent
 problem was enrollment, and he set out to do something about
 it almost as soon as he arrived in Bowling Green in August,
 1912. A few desultory efforts at recruiting students had been
 made previously,61 but no one had ever approached the matter

 58 Ogden College Catalogue, 1900-1907, 9-11.
 69 Alvin F. Lewis, interviewed by Jesse B. Johnson, July 9, 1927.
 60 William M. Pearce, interviewed by Jesse B. Johnson, August [n. d.],

 1928.

 61 In 1888, for example, President Obenchain arranged to have an ad
 vertisement for students inserted in 22 newspapers for a month for a total
 cost of $31.50. Edwin Alden Co., Newspaper Advertising Agency, to Obenchain,
 July [n. d.], 1888, McElroy Collection.
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 with Pearce's determination. He made a personal house by
 house canvass of Bowling Green; he travelled countless miles
 by horse and buggy to reach prospective students in Warren
 and surrounding counties; and he wrote letters tirelessly on
 his worn Oliver typewriter. He endeavored to instill the same
 missionary zeal in the students already in attendance. His ef
 forts produced results. The 1913 fall enrollment was 79, and
 in 1916 the total exceeded 100 for the first time since 1909. In

 1918 Ogden's student bodv numbered 162, the largest in the
 school's entire history.62 The fourth year of college work was
 added in 1912, and the courses of study were revised for both
 the college and preparatory divisions. A third year of prep
 work started in 1913 with provision for ambitious students to
 complete a four year program in three years.

 Ogden lost two of its most devoted supporters during the
 Pearce administration. Hector V. Loving, Regent since the
 inception of the school, died at his Louisville home on March
 27, 1913. While he had been interested in the overall activities
 and programs of the school, his major concern had been finan
 cial, and he had done much to preserve Ogden's precarious
 solvency. Mr. D. W. Wright was named Regent in Loving's
 will.63

 '"The Major died in August, 1916, after thirtv-nine years
 of devoted service to the school; grandsons of his first students
 were subject to his discipline during his last years. His body
 weakened toward the end, but his character never changed,
 and his emphasis upon discipline never faltered. Generations
 of students had called him the "Grand Old Man" of Ogden
 College.64 With his death Ogden lost its closest tie with the
 earliest days of the school.

 The fragmentary records from the early years of the
 twentieth century indicate that the Ogden students of that era
 were just as likely to get into trouble as their predecessors of
 the previous century. An intensive investigation which con
 sumed five days in December, 1908, revealed that one student

 «2 Pearce, interviewed bv Johnson, August, 1928; Cornette, "Ogden
 College," 36-37.

 «3 The Cardinal, 1914.
 64 Ibid.. 1913; Cornette, "Ogden College," 37-38.
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 had brought a large cannon-cracker to school while another
 had exploded it in the water closet with some resultant damage
 to that structure. Both gentlemen were suspended for a month
 and ordered to pay damages; two friends who refused to testify
 against them were also suspended.65 Suspensions were also the
 common penalty for cheating or attempting to cheat on exam
 inations, and one fool-hardy youth was suspended for two
 weeks "for crude language to Major Obenchain."66 Consider
 able commotion was caused by the prankster who removed the
 shafts from all the buggies in the horse lot and the unknown
 culprit who placed a "vile-smelling chemical" in the teachers'
 room. The sensation of 1910 occurred when the Rev. Binkley
 discovered that some students had been drinking egg-nog on
 campus. Of the six caught consuming the evidence, three were
 suspended for four weeks and the other three for two weeks.
 Several other students then confessed to having imbibed, and
 they soon swelled the ranks of the suspended. The faculty,
 after a special meeting, decided to pardon all of them who
 would apologize.67 One voung man was suspended indefinite
 ly in February, 1911, for being intoxicated on the campus, and
 two friends who interfered "with the authority of the college"
 and manifested "insubordination and defiance" in the case

 soon joined their friend in his exile.68
 President Pearce seemed to have fewer disciplinary prob

 lems than his immediate predecessors. He kept in close touch
 with the parents of his students, and his telephone calls, letters,
 and personal visits helped procure parental pressure to achieve
 the Ogden standards: "regular in attendance, gentlemanly in
 deportment, and diligent in study."69 Pearce had another ad
 vantage that his predecessors lacked; during his administration
 an extensive athletic program provided an outlet for high
 spirits.

 The students had occasionally fielded pick-up teams since

 65 Minutes of the Faculty Meeting, December 22, 1908. There is some
 doubt that Ogden had a water closet prior to the completion of Snell Hall
 in 1924.

 66 Ihid., October 21, 1910.
 67 Cornette, "Ogden College," 34-35.
 88 Minutes of the Faculty Meeting, February 21, 1911.
 69 Pearce, interviewed by Johnson, August, 1928.
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 1900, but the school had seldom provided much encourage
 ment or support. But in 1913 President Pearce announced that
 the college would offer all possible and rational support to
 athletics. Students were encouraged to devote a reasonable
 amount of time each day to outdoor sports. All athletic ac
 tivities were placed under the control of the faculty, and John
 Earl Uhler, the new professor of English and Modern Lan
 guages, was appointed Athletic Director in 1914 when he
 joined the faculty. The students organized the Ogden College
 Athletic Association to promote the program.70

 Despite these efforts, athletics were hampered by inade
 quate financial support until 1916 when the Trustees set up an
 athletic fund. Each student was assessed one dollar, and the
 Board then contributed one-half the sum raised from the stu
 dents. Since the fall enrollment in 1916 was 109 the total

 budget could hardly exceed $150, but the football team won
 four of the five games played against Kentucky and Tennessee
 high schools, and the successful season was reflected in high
 student morale. The Cardinal, the college's new annual, re
 ported as many as 35 men out for football practice and
 "everyone was fighting for a bigger, better Ogden." The editor
 declared that "The chapel exercises were no longer dry affairs,
 but instead were changed into live, pulsing, red-blooded meet
 ings where veils and songs dominated." The favorite yell was
 chanted over and over again:

 Obego, Obigo, Obego Bigo Bum,
 Go get a rat trap bigger than a cat trap,
 Go get a cat trap bigger than a rat trap.
 Cannibal, Cannibal, Sis Boom Bah,
 Ogden, Ogden. Rah, Rah, Rah!

 But The Cardinal editor did not hesitate to scold the team

 when he felt the players merited censure. "We offer no excuses
 for losing this game," he wrote after 9-0 loss to Elizabethtown
 High School, "and probably the team needed and deserved
 the defeat. Only one regular back-field man . . . was able to
 play, and many of the team broke training the night before
 and could not stop the fierce attacks of their opponents, who

 70 Ogden College Catalogue, 1914-1915, 27.
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 were in splendid condition.'71
 The need for increased income for the athletic program

 resulted in the addition of another Ogden activity in the spring
 of 1917 when Professor-Coach Uhler directed a farce called

 "Looking for Mary Jane" for the benefit of the athletic fund.
 Presented in the Bowling Green Opera House, the play at
 tracted a large and appreciative audience. Similar performances
 were staged annually thereafter, often with the assistance of
 townspeople and the girls of Potter College. Benefit movies
 and Hallowe'en carnivals sometimes brought in additional
 sums.72 Professor Uhler also sponsored the Dramatic Club and
 the Glee Club, which later became the Ogden Orchestra,
 before his resignation in 1917 after a too-brief tenure of three
 years.

 The Athletic Association organized a baseball team in
 1916, but the squad consisted entirely of inexperienced prep
 students, and the season was not a success.73 Basketball was
 played in the cramped facilities of the YMCA on State Street,
 and a track team was organized in 1917.74 The campus had
 no space for a football field, and the squad practiced and
 played its home games at various sites on the Ogden farm
 located off the Cemetery Pike, a good long hike from the
 dressing room at the Y.7S

 The athletic activities reflected what seemed to be a gen
 eral renaissance of the school during the period of the First
 World War. Despite the impact of that conflict upon the stu
 dent body, enrollment reached 162 in 1918, the largest num
 ber ever enrolled at Ogden. A spirit of optimism pervaded the
 campus, and there were great expectations for the future. "The
 age of the supremacy of the large college and university is
 gradually passing away," The Cardinal asserted confidently in

 71 The Cardinal, 1917; Cornette, "Ogden College," 40-41.
 72 Play Program, February 7, 1917, in Ogden College Folder; The

 Cardinal, February 1, November 14, 1922, February 12, 1923. By this time
 The Cardinal was the school newspaper, the annual having been discon
 tinued. Potter College, located a few hundred yards up the hill from Ogden,
 opened in 1889. Lewis, Higher Education, 257-259.

 73 Ogden College Bulletin, Vol. 3 (April, 1916), 2.
 74 The Cardinal, 1917.
 75 Dr. Ward C. Smnpter, interviewed by Lowell H. Harrison, October 23,

 1989; Alvis Temple, interviewed by Lowell H. Harrison, October 21, 1969.
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 1917. "At the same time the small college, with its limited num
 ber of students and its vast opportunities for individual and
 thorough instruction is rapidly forging to the front." Two years
 later prospective students were told that "The average income
 of the man who is not a college graduate is $1,000 a year. In
 a working lifetime of forty years, the college graduate has
 made $22,000 more than his less fortunate contemporaries."
 Because of its small size, Ogden College was uniquely "fitted
 to train its students in character and efficiency." The strong
 faculty "know the value of the personal touch. They teach
 small classes where every student is given an opportunity
 for free development and expression." With pardonable pride
 the anonymous author concluded that "Perhaps no other insti
 tution numbers among its alumni such a high percentage of
 ship nnrl nrnrnmpnt mpn ""®

 Symbolic of the spirit of improvement was approval of
 the preparatory department in January., 1919 by the Southern
 Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools. This ap
 proval meant that Ogden prep school graduates would be ad
 mitted without examination into the freshman class of any
 college member of the Association. Few Kentucky high schools
 had achieved such status, and the recognition was an eloquent
 tribute to the caliber of work which Ogden offered.77

 A number of Ogden men entered military service after
 the United States went to war, but President Pearce urged the
 students to remain in school until their services were re

 quired. A cadet company was organized, and by the fall of
 1918 students could enter the Student Army Training Corps.
 Rising prices and the deplorably low salary scale, which had
 remained almost unchanged for thirty years, contributed to a
 turnover of faculty in 1919 which included every member
 except the President himself. The four voung men who con
 stituted the faculty that fall had a combined teaching experi
 ence of one year. Two of them had graduated from Ogden in
 1918 and one in June, 1919. Endowment income was already
 inadequate to meet rising costs, and the Board complicated
 the problem by decreeing in 1919 that all Kentucky students

 7,5 O I'd en College Bulletin, vol. 5 (January, 191Ö), 1-4.
 77 Ogden College Catalogue, 1918-1919, 27-30.
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 should receive free tuition. Out-of-state students paid $50 per
 year, but they were few in number, and the revenue from
 student fees was insufficient to bridge the gap between ex
 penditure and income. Confronted bv such problems which
 seemed to defy solutions, President Pearce resigned in 1920
 and accepted a position with Western Kentucky State Normal
 School.78

 J. Howard Edgerton, a graduate of Hamilton College,
 New York, assumed the dual position of president and Profes
 sor of English, Psychology and Ethics. Forty-five of 137 stu
 dents registered in September, 1920 were in the college divi
 sion, the largest number of college students since 1906, and
 President Edgerton gave first priority to the strengthening
 of the college programs. Extensive changes were made in the
 curricula, and more electives were made available than had
 ever been offered previously. Despite his best efforts, how
 ever, the Kentucky Association of Colleges refused to grant
 Ogden its coveted senior rating.79

 Edgerton's emphasis upon the collegiate program stimu
 lated a revival of extra-curricular activities which had lan
 guished during the war years. The Cardinal, now a newspaper
 instead of an annual, reported an athletic revival. Coach Wil
 liam Y. Irvin scheduled eight football games in 1921, six of
 them with college teams, and four track meets were scheduled
 for 1922. The 1922-1923 basketball team compiled a 9-2 record,
 and the prep team went to the state basketball tournament as
 champions of the Third District. Forty candidates reported
 for baseball practice in March, 1923, and hopes soared for the
 best season on record.80 But Ogden was a small school, and
 her teams found it difficult to compete successfully with the
 colleges which constituted a growing percentage of the op
 ponents. After the 1922 football team lost six of eight games,
 including a 65-0 rout by Cumberland University, the school
 paper called for an end to the system of unpaid volunteer
 coaches.81

 78 Ibid., 1919-1920, 11, 43. There was an entrance fee of $25.00 for
 state students. Cornette, "Ogden College," 43.

 79 Ogden College Catalogue, 1920-1921, 5, 43-48, 62-68.
 80 Issues of January 1, March 1, 1922; March 22, 1923.
 81 The Cardinal, December 5, 1922.
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 As a consequence ox this demand, Jesse B. Johnson of
 St. Louis was brought to Ogden in 1923 to coach all sports
 and to teach history. Under his direction Ogden's athletic
 program enjoyed its golden age despite tougher schedules and
 more stringent eligibility rules.82 The football schedule even
 tually included such teams as Southwestern Presbyterian Uni
 versity, Cumberland University, Tennessee Tech, University
 of Louisville and Murray State Teachers College. The basket
 ball schedule included most of these same teams but also in

 cluded Centre College, Kentucky Weslevan, Transylvania and
 Berea. Track was dropped, but the other teams enjoyed suc
 cessful seasons, and arch-rival Bethel was defeated in football
 for the first time in seven years, and the next year Cumberland
 University was defeated six to nothing.83

 This athletic renaissance was sponsored by a new presi
 dent who saw a successful athletic program as a means of
 lifting both student morale and the general prestige of the
 school. At chapel on January 10, 1923, after Scriptures were
 read, President Edgerton shocked the students by announcing
 his immediate resignation because of his wife's illness.84 His
 decision had been communicated to the Regent and Board a
 week earlier, and his successor was named as soon as he com
 pleted his announcement. Charles E. Whittle, a native of
 Edmonson County, had received bachelor's degrees at Ogden
 in 1918 and at Yale University in 1919. After teaching briefly
 at Ogden he had taught in the public schools before opening
 a law practice in Brownsville in 1922. Only twenty-three years
 old, he was soon hailed as "the youngest college president in
 America." Able, energetic, an accomplished public speaker,
 endowed with infectious personal charm, Whittle threw him
 self into the task of meeting the school's most pressing prob
 lems.85

 His administration received a strong boost from the long
 anticipated construction of another building which nearly
 every Ogden president had vainly sought to obtain. Achieve
 ment of this goal was made possible by C. Perry Snell, a na

 82 Ibid., March 18, 1924.
 83 Ibid., April 2, 1924.
 84 Ibid., January 10, 1923; Cornette, "Ogden College," 44.
 85 The Cardinal, April 15, 1924.
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 tive of Bowling Green who had been educated at Ogden
 College, the Cherry Brothers' Bxisiness College, and the Louis
 ville College of Pharmacy. After 1904 he had become a suc
 cessful real estate developer and civic leader in St. Petersburg,
 Florida. Grateful for the assistance which Ogden College had
 given him, Snell offered in 1922 to donate $20,000 toward the
 construction of a building which would provide an adequate
 auditorium and chemical laboratory as well as some classrooms,
 provided that other friends of the school matched his contribu
 tion. If his conditions were met, he pledged $2,500 annually
 to provide a Chair of Philosophy in honor of General Perry
 and a gold Perry Medal which would be awarded annually to
 the student who had done the best work in philosophy.86

 The offer was promptly accepted, and a year later it was
 announced that the students had raised $4,180.50 and other
 workers $16,125. Later contributions increased the total to
 some $32,000, and Mr. Snell also increased his matching con
 tribution. The two-story brick structure was formally dedicated
 on November 19, 1924, with Mr. and Mrs. Snell as guests of
 honor. The addition of seven classrooms allowed the old barn

 to be demolished after years of make-shift service; its lumber
 was used in the construction of a six-room home for the presi
 dent on the southern edge of the campus. Old Ogden Hall was
 renovated, and, a reflection of changing times, the old stables
 were converted into garages.87 By 1925 the physical facilities
 were in better condition than they had ever been.

 Swept up by the spirit of change, students worked dili
 gently to improve the library, a subject of frequent criticism
 from accrediting associations. The athletic program prospered,
 Ogden men placed well in regional and national forensic events,
 the "Kentucky Kardinals" musical group made an extended
 trip through the Mediterranean and Orient, and there was talk
 of establishing a local fraternity. "Ogden is just entering a
 period of expansion and growth,"' The Cardinal editor declared,
 "and a local fraternity would do a lot to draw the better class

 86 Ibid., April 15, 1922; Ogdsn College Bulletin, 1921-1922, 62-65. The
 Perry Chair of Philosophy was only established for one year, then allowed
 to lapse. Minutes of Ogden Board of Trustees, June 9, 1933.

 87 The Cardinal, April 26, 1923, October 22, 1924; Park City Daily Netos,
 November 20, 1924.
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 of students to her walls."89

 Yet Ogden College was rapidly nearing its end after half
 a century of educational service. One problem which haunted
 the young president was accreditation by the Kentucky Asso
 ciation of Colleges and the Southern Association. It had not
 been a serious problem in earlier years when Ogden had little
 competition in the immediate area and when competitors were
 in the same position. But Western State Normal School, lo
 cated just a few hundred yards away, had become a four year
 degree granting institution in 1922, and its enrollment had
 grown to 3,027 in the 1925-1926 academic year. The Normal
 School had been accredited by the American Association for
 Teacher Education in 1923, and it would be accredited by
 the Southern Association during the 1925-1926 academic year.
 President Whittle was convinced that accreditation was vital

 to Ogden's future. He pressed his case with officials at the
 University ox Kentucky and received some encouragement,
 provided the library was strengthened and a clear separation
 made between the college and preparatory divisions. In the
 end, however, Ogden College was offered no more than junior
 status; Whittle spurned the offer as being more harmful to
 the school than having no rating at all.89 His failure to achieve
 the academic recognition he considered essential undoubtedly
 contributed to Whittle's decision to resign in 1925.

 Whittle's successor that autumn was Colonel Robert Allen

 Burton whose announced program was to continue existing
 policies with no radical changes. A graduate of Centre College
 and the University of Kentucky, Colonel Burton had a long
 record of administrative experience in the army and at sev
 eral schools, but he could do little to cope with the problems
 which beset Ogden College. He was able to retain the same
 faculty which had taught the previous year, but the enroll
 ment dropped from 131 to 109. Student morale declined
 precipitously, and 49 students withdrew from Ogden before
 the close of the school year. So many football players quit that
 only desperate efforts by the coach and captain held a team

 88 The Cardinal, December 19, 1924.
 89 Charles E. Whittle, interviewed by Jesse B. Johnson, July 9, 1927;

 James P. Cornette, A History of the Western Kentucky State Teachers College
 (Bowling Green, 1938), 190.
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 together until the season finally ended.90 In recent years the
 football team had symbolized the exuberant spirit of Ogden;
 its collapse now reflected the depression which pervaded the
 campus.

 Dr. Alvin F. Lewis, president of Ogden from 1906 to
 1912, was re-elected to that position in 1927. Four of the five
 faculty members of the previous year had to be replaced, in
 cluding Coach Johnson, and the football schedule had to be
 cancelled when just 12 college students enrolled in September,
 1927. Only 20 students enrolled in the prep department. In the
 face of this disastrous decline, Dr. Lewis took a strong stand
 on the accreditation issue. He would "pay no attention whatso
 ever to the State Association of Colleges or any other organiza
 tion that would try to dictate how Ogden College should be
 administered." Ogden College "would stand on the quality of
 her work. . . ."91 Dr. Lewis suffered a breakdown in Septem
 ber, 1927, and was forced to enter a sanatorium. Carl E. Mar
 tin, Professor of Mathematics, accepted the thankless post of
 president.92

 The situation was desperate, and a decision could no
 longer be delayed. R. C. P. Thomas, a nephew of D. W. Wright,
 had become Regent upon the latter's death, and he and the
 Trustees finally concluded that the school should close. The
 endowment had not kept pace with the needs of the institu
 tion, and in recent years it had operated at a deficit. Endow
 ment revenue probably never exceeded $6,000 per year, while
 the operating budget, although inadequate, had grown to over
 $10,000. The college was still solvent, but it could not operate
 indefinitely on its current basis, and no relief was in prospect.93

 90 Ogden College Catalogue, 1926-1927, 49-52; personal recollections of
 Jesse B. Johnson, 1928.

 91 Ogden College Bulletin, vol. 14 (July, 1927); Dr. Lewis, interviewed
 by Johnson, July 9, 1927.

 92 Carl E. Martin to Jesse B. Johnson, September 19, 1927, March 31,
 1928; Minutes of the Ogden Board of Trustees, September 30, 1927.

 93 Dr. Ward C. Sumpter, "Founders' Day Address," Park City Daily News,
 March 29, 1934; Dr. Sumpter, interviewed by Harrison, October 23, 1969;
 Temple, interviewed by Harrison, October 21, 1989. The salaries approved
 for 1927-1928 alone amounted to $11,500. President Lewis was to receive
 $2500 and each of the staff members $1800. Minutes of The Ogden Board
 of Trustees, June 1, 1927.
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 Ogden shared the plight of many small liberal arts colleges
 which lacked a strong basis of support. Such colleges had oc
 cupied a preeminent position in American higher education
 during much of the nineteenth century, but in the twentieth
 century they had been overtaken by the multipurpose uni
 versities which reflected the growing complexities of American
 life.94

 Ogden's leaders were reluctant to abandon the mission
 given the college by its founder a half-century earlier. After
 careful consideration of the various possibilities open to them,
 they concluded that Major Ogden's wishes could best be met
 under current conditions by a merger with Western Kentucky
 State Teachers College. "We were sad that our dreams for
 Ogden were not to be realized," an Ogden alumnus and faculty
 member recalled a few years later, "but it was a sadness mixed
 with joy in the realization that Ogden was not to die, that
 her name and traditions were to be carried on and the scope
 of her services broadened in the years to come through the
 merger with Western."95

 The formal agreement was signed on November 19, 1927
 by the governing boards of the two institutions. The Ogden
 buildings, campus and 140 acre farm were leased to Western
 without cost for a twenty year period, starting January 1, 1928.
 The name was perpetuated in the Ogden Department of
 Science of Western. During the first decade of the lease 25%
 of the net annual income of the Ogden endowment fund was
 to go to Western for student scholarships; the remainder was
 to be used to increase the fund. During the second decade the
 ratios were to be reversed. Income from the John E. Robinson
 estate was to be applied toward the salary of the professor
 who held the Robinson Chair of Natural Sciences. The Ogden
 Trustees agreed to continue awarding the Ogden, Robinson
 and Trustees' Medals.96

 94 Brickman and Lehner (eds, ), Century of Higher Education, 54-55.
 95 Sumpter, "Founders' Day Address," Park City Daily News, March 29,

 1914.

 96 The agreement is included in the Minutes of the (Western) Board
 Meeting, November 19, 1927. Miss Georgia Bates, Secretary to the Board
 of Regents, Western Kentucky University, located this and other pertinent
 records in the official records. The Ogden Board of Trustees agreed to the
 merger at a meeting on November 18, 1927.
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 The lease was extended for ten years in 1947 and again
 in 1956 with only minor changes in the terms.97 By 1960 West
 ern's rapid growth necessitated the erection of a large science
 building as the first part of a major science complex. The rela
 tively short-term lease was not satisfactory for that purpose,
 and old Ogden Hall, worn by the years and countless students,
 had to be replaced. A new agreement provided for a ninety
 nine year lease starting on June 1, 1960 and terminating on
 May 31, 2059. Western received permission for "remodeling,
 demolishing, removing or reconstructing such buildings as may
 in the discretion of its Board of Regents be best and proper
 during the term of the lease."98

 Two legal questions arose from the new agreement. By
 1960 Negro students were an integral part of Western's stu
 dent body, but Major Ogden's will had limited benefits to "the
 citizens of native-born white American citizens"; was that por
 tion of the will still valid? Western used the Ogden property
 rent-free; did the providing of educational facilities for Ken
 tucky students constitute a legal consideration? In order to
 resolve these questions, Ogden College officials filed a suit in
 the Warren Circuit Court. Judge John B. Rodes, an 1889 grad
 uate of Ogden and a sometime member of the governing
 boards of both Ogden and Western, disqualified himself from
 hearing the case, but Special Judge Parker Duncan ruled that
 the lease was valid in all respects. While the "white" provision
 was legal and enforceable when Major Ogden drew up his
 will, it was not valid in I960."

 Hundreds of colleges have gone out of existence in the
 United States, most of them leaving little indication that they
 ever existed. One of the most interesting pages in Ogden's
 history has been the continued activity of the school since its
 merger. Under the leadership of Regents R. C. P. Thomas
 (1922-1939), Cooper R. Smith, Sr. (1939-1951), Cooper R.
 Smith, Jr. (1951 to present), and Herbert J. Smith (Acting
 Regent since 1951 ) and the members of the Board of Trustees,
 the endowment has increased sharply since 1928 despite such

 97 Minutes of the Meeting of the (Western) Board of
 20, 1947; June 25, 1956.

 98 Ibid., May 18, 1960.
 99 Park City Daily News, July 15, 26, 28, 1960.
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 regular expenditures as the annual scholarships. A major finan
 cial contribution was made by R. C. P. Thomas who left some
 $200,000 to the Endowment Fund upon his death in 1939. In
 1969 the value of the Ogden property and endowment was
 conservatively estimated at $1,000,000. Some real estate is still
 held, but the Ogden farm was sold in 1945 and the investment
 trend is toward securities rather than real property.100

 The major use of the endowment income had been for
 student aid, and hundreds of Western students have benefited
 from Ogden scholarships since 1928. The number and value
 have fluctuated somewhat through the years, but in 1969-1970
 106 Warren County students are receiving $15,030 to help pay
 general fees. Additional assistance has sometimes been pro
 Aided in emergencies or exceptional circumstances such as
 special medical school expenses. Ogden College officials hope
 that the scholarship program can be expanded in the future.101

 Anyone familiar with the history of Ogden College soon
 becomes aware of its influence upon Western Kentucky Uni
 versity in many ways other than the scholarship program.
 Typical contemporary Ogden men who have or are now con
 tributing to the welfare of Kentucky and the nation include
 Judges Coleman and Hines, lawyers Demunbrun and Whittle,
 Doctors Amos and Causey, financiers Rose and Hudson. Con
 gressman Natcher, professors Lee and Sumpter, college presi
 dents Lewis and Whittle,, football coaches Doug and Jack
 Smith, and many others. The name is retained in the Ogden
 College of Science and Technology; that College has usually
 had a Robinson Professor; the Robinson Medal, the Ogden
 Medal, the Trustees' Medal, and the R. C. P. Thomas Medal

 100 Ibid., August 19, 1948; February 8, 15, 1951; March 18, 1954, January
 5, 1955; Minutes of the (Western) Board of Regents, August 25, 1954. Regent
 Cooper R. Smith, Jr., a career officer in the United States Air Force, appointed
 his first cousin, Herbert J. Smith, Acting Regent.

 101 A. J. Thurman, Executive Secretary of the Office of the College
 Heights Foundation and Student Financial Aid, to Lowell H. Harrison, No
 vember 14, 1969. In 1944, for example, 22 scholarships were granted from
 the yearly allocation of $1350.00 for that purpose. Minutes of the Ogden
 Board of Trustees, September 19, 1944.
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 are among the major academic awards given at Western.102
 Students and faculty members crowd the halls and classrooms
 of Snell Hall, and those who have an idle moment can stroll
 in the Italian garden which Mr. Snell donated. The president's
 home on the Ogden campus is still in use, and even Mr. Wright
 would probably nod approval of the condition of the college
 grounds.

 Above all, the traditions and spirit of Ogden College still
 linger in the hearts and memories of the men who were stu
 dents there. The leaves have fallen from the campus trees
 many times since Ogden College enrolled its last students, and
 their number has dwindled with the passing of the vears. But
 their memories are ever green for the Ogden men who recall
 their school with fervid devotion. Many of them would echo
 what Daniel Webster said of his alma mater: "It is, sir, as I
 have said, a small college—and yet there are those who love
 it. . .

 102 The R. C. P. Thomas Award is given to the student graduating during
 the summer who has the highest scholastic average for the four years of college
 work. Dr. John A. Scarborough, Director of Summer School, Western Kentucky
 University, to Lowell H. Harrison, November 12, 1969. No Robinson Pro
 fessor had been designated in the 1969-1970 academic year. Dr. Marvin W.
 Russell, Dean, Ogden College of Science and Technology, to Lowell H. Harri
 son, December 3, 1969.

This content downloaded from 161.6.94.245 on Fri, 19 Jun 2020 14:35:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms

















































Western Kentucky University
TopSCHOLAR®

WKU Archives Records WKU Archives

2012

UA1F WKU Archives Vertical File - Jonesville
WKU Archives

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records

Part of the African American Studies Commons, Historic Preservation and Conservation
Commons, and the Urban, Community and Regional Planning Commons

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

Recommended Citation
WKU Archives, "UA1F WKU Archives Vertical File - Jonesville" (2012). WKU Archives Records. Paper 706.
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/706

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F706&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F706&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F706&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F706&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/567?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F706&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/781?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F706&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/781?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F706&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/776?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_ua_records%2F706&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


Park City Daily News 

9-19-57 

YJ.8STE:RN" OBTAINS RUSSELLVILLE ROAD PROPERTY 

Five plots of ground at Russellville Road and 16th Street were 

deeded to the Commonwealth of Kentucky today for use by Western State 

College. 

The land and iLlprovements were purchased for $52,305. 

The college has immediate plans for constructing a new women's 

residence hall on part of the land. 

Two plots lie north of 16th. Street. The other three plots adjoin 

the present baseball field,- football practice field and tennis courts. 

Deeding the parcels were Ida Belle Johnson, Will Taylor, Harry Taylor, 

Ellen Taylor Alexander and Linnie Cox. 

Western's Board of Regents on July 22 ordered condemnation proceed-

ings to obtain the land. The plots cont~in residences at present. 

PCDN 2-6-64 
r/ 
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BEARING SET ON WESTERN'S DEVELOPMENT PLANS 

A hearing on Western State College's development plan will be held 
by the Planning and Zoning Commission in the county courtroom of the 
Warren County Courthouse at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 15. 

• 

The public hearing has be~n called in interest of the Urban Renewal 
Coxmnission, whose executive director, Charles Cherches said it will concerI 
the entire Western campus as presently situated and the Jonesville Urban 
Renewal development area which the college hopes to acquite. 

The hearing will be to determine if the development plans for the 
campus and the urban renewal project area conform to the master development 
plan of the city. 

Final approval of the Jonesville project plans, now under review by 
federal officials, is expeoted within the next two month •• 
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Almost $2· Million fn Federal 
Funds Set For Renewal Wo{k 

Federal funds totaling nearly 
$2 million have heen earmarked 
for urban renewal projects in 
Bowling Green. according to an 
announcement yesterday by U.S. 
Rep. William H. Natcher. 

Natcherl' in telegrams to the 
Daily News and Mayor R. D. 
Graham. said the Urban Renewal 
Administration of the Housing 
and Home Finance Agency had 
announced advances of- $50,245 to 

; prepare the Northside General 
Neighborhood Renewal Plan. and 
a $45.000 advance. for survey and 
planning activities for "Jones­

_ ville." 
. In addition to the planning ad­

vances. the sum of S" .. 229.919 has 
been reserved in anticipation of 
the first of a series of projects 
in the Northside area. and $630.-
140 has been reserved for the 
uJonesv'i.Jle'· project. according 
to the congressman. 

The federal funds will be used 
to finance a general SU!it'ey of 
the two areas involved in· urban 
renewal. a 35.96-acre tract West 
of Russellville Road knOv."I1 as 
Jonesville. and a 2i4.31-acre tract 
identified as the :.l'orthside Gen­
eral Keighborpood Project. 

This initial survey and plan­
ning phase is e:xpected to requir:, 
from nine months to a )'ear. Ai­
tel' this phase is completed. it 
is expected that funds will. be 
made available for the Jonesv.ille 
project. 

The survey wC!'k will be done 
by the firm of Scruggs and Ham­
mond. planning consultants of 
Peoria. m., and Lexington. Tbe 
firm was selected from a list of 
15 applicants for the contract. . 

A preliminary snrvey bas m-I 
dicated approximately $866,711, 
will be necessary for the Russell-' 
ville Road project. In the area 
are 66 structures. all of which 
are to he removed. the land 
cleared. and other improvements 
installed. 

Present plans call for the land 
to he used by Western State Col­
lege for future e."q>ansion.. 

The survey shows approximate­
ly 71 per cent of the structures 
are deficient. Some 60 faIIlllies 
will he relocated in other areas 
of the city by the Urban Renewal 
Commission. They will be given 

'their choice of several homes in 
different areas of the city. 

The displaced families in many 

Continued' on page ., column 2 J 

"RENTAL PROPERTY" such as this in Bowl­
ing Green's Northside General Neighborhood 
Renewal Project wHi be eliminated when the 
city's urban renewal plans are carried out. Rep. 

(Daily News Photo) 
William H. Natcher yesterday announced nearly 
51 million in federal funds has been earmarked 
for the project in Bowling Green. 
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Funds Set For Renewal Projects 
'ca;!?,; ma)' be able \0 tak!? ad\'an·, petted to considerabl)' reduce the the area, and str~t improve' 
lage of certain loam available:cost of both projects to the city mems. i 
fro~ th~ iedera! goveuunent'is the con5lruclion of an interlori The area C<llltains ~31 bulldings.! 
which .will enable ,!hem .to re'!traffic loop area through the cen-,iJ.6 per cent of which ,are ~ub-! 
locate mother r.e\l!y deleloped:tral portion of the city and pass.;stan.dard.,Th~re are p~e~entlY, 1315] 
urban.renewal are.1~. :ing through both urban renewal, family urnls m the racially mLxed: 
prel~lnary ,p!anmng fo~ the:areas, 'residential area. . 

JOl1es\il~e p~]ect lndl~ate~ C<lst l • • • I H is expected that many of the 

I
to the cIty \11U be negh?,able duel ,," ;families dIsplaced in both urban 
to the large amount of non·cashl Thf loop would utilb. U.S. renewal projects e\'entuaUr lIOill 
credit" for improHmenls in theI3~.W By·Pass in the east of the1be re.located in new projecls in 
area. IClty. another By·Pass mluld be;thls area of the city 
I Under !he Federal Housing Act./constructed southwest of Western I .. .. ' 
the federal go,·ernment provideslState CtlUeg.e to connect U.~. 31·W Expected to be th. first area 
75 per cent of ~e funds for the By·Pass Yi1th an eXlen;;lOn of In the Northside ~neral Xeigh· 
pro}ect _ the City or local gov.)Ad~ Street near the IDtersec'!borhood project to be totally 
erntnent provides the remaining· tion of U.S. 231 B>'·Pass and U.S. Ideated \\ill be ~fain Street be­
one.fourth. 68. NeeD Center Street and the U.N. 

The act takes into consldera· The Adams Street extension, Railroad. Present plans call fori 
Ilion any improvements in Ihe ronneeling with the present Ad· clearance of all buildings with 

l
area. ho .... -ever. allo\\ing the Jocal runs Street and Kentucky street. the exception of the federal I 
gO\'ernment "non-eash credit" for would provide a completion of' building. 
the iJlS:lapatlons. 1 . the "loop" area which would c,on· The area is 10 be developed in· 
t Credit. 15 expec ed for unpro,'e· neel on the north with First to rrevitali1ed commercial area. 
,mellls U1 the area by v.:~t.ern Street. Ad~,and Ken I u C k Y EvideDCeS of interest have already I 
State College, land aC9U1S1tton,: streets woul~ . become. one-way been shoy;n by se,·eral ·vate 
clearance, and other unpro\·e-. s~reets. ~ro\,ldmg a ~Igb Capa· de\'elopers. •. pn ~ 
~ents. /Clty traffiC route. Spearheading activitles for the! 

One of the imprO\·ements ex· . While the Jones\'m~ project is urban renewal projects lIOill bel 
m the process of bemg cleated. i the Bowling Green t:rban Renew.' 
a further study of the ~orthside'al Ctlmmission headed b\' :o\or' 
Genera! Xeighborhood Project'man Le\\is. E. T. Buford·is vice 
will be made. The 275 aCfeS arc chairman. and other members 
expected 10 be dh-ided into ap- _ are R. D. Willock, )trs. .-\. L. 
pro:dmately {iI'e smaller proj~ls' Bartelt. aDd Lester Ree,·es. 

:,'. 

which lIOiU be surveyed andl 
brou~t into the o\'erall urbani' 
renewal plan over a period of IQ 
years. 

Tota! C05t of the--e projt'CI5 is: 
expected to he ;n the nciO;hbor.

j
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hood of $7.700.000. Again, non· 
c;1.<h credit \\il1 ~ allF)weQ. fori 
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BOWLING GREEN'S LOOP DISTRICT is outlined on this City· 
County Planning; and 1000!ng; Commlulon map. Also shown ar. 
tho two urban ren.wal prolects being planned for th. city. In th. 
lower part of the map is the JOfIUVll!. arfa proJect involving; • 
34.a(r. trad, while the upptr portIon of the map shows the 
Northside General NeIghborhood Renewal Prolerl with approxl. 
malelv 215 a(re_~, ~onneding the two prolects and providing; • 
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high (llpaeity traffic rout. l~ the "loop" area, composed of U.S, 
31.W By·Pan, a n.w by,pan to be constructed southwest of Weit. 
.m Sial. Collegl connecting with an uttn5ion of Adams Street 
n.ar the int,rsectlon of U.S, 231 By.Pass and U.S. 68. Adams and 
Kentvcky strHh would become one-way, connecting on the north 
with FINt Sireet, 
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BOWL.ING GREEN'S delegation to Atlanta on behalf of the Park- chairman of Planning and Zoning Commission, Duncan l. Hines • 
president of Board of Aldermen, J. B. Calton of Eastern, Mayor 
R. D. Graham, Norman V. Lewis. Urban Renewal Commission 
chairman. Hal"'old Huffman, (lxecvtive vice president of City­
County Cha."bC!" of C~mr.1erce; E. T. Svford. Urban Renewal 
Commission VK:e chairman and Sard Chesmey and Hal Ritchie of 

1 
I 
I 
, 

• r-Bennett urban rerJewal project poses before the City.County 
Chamber of Commerce exhibit set UP in the Atlanta r~rvation 
office of Eastern Air L.ines. From left arl> Councilman Harold 
Pric:e, head of the Planning dnd Zoning Committee, Mrs. Shirley 
Lashley McP«k, a fermer cay resident worlcing for Eastcl"T1 in 
Atlanta, Council Prcs~dent Ray B. Buckbcrry, Jack Eversole, Eastern Air Lines. 

----------1., 

Parker-Bennett Renewal Plans 

Chances Of Early Okay 
For Project Improved 
Th~ city's chances of ~(,ttin: rQutine proces::;in;; sch~dule by the ~je~ a;;em. f0nT1c:-ly of this city 

approval of the Parker-Bennett I Urban Renewal administrstion. .. " ~ 
t:rban Renewal Pro,icct by ~!1C Some revi,ions of the draits An inspection tour of E.ast'!:m's 
Vrban Renewal Administratlon in studied at the conf~l'encc Friday dowioll)\\ n Atlanta oi[ices and oin· 
time to take full acivan:a:e of fed· ,werc ~u:;:;csted by the Atlanta au· (>r facilities aod a luncheon at the 
eral Zrants based on improve·lthorities. Atlama Biltmore Hotel WNP in· 
ment.s in the area ap~"~are!j irn_1 r'>mla1 pre.:;el'lt;.tion of t.he;cludea in the .:til' lines program 
prov~ follov.i1lg .. 3 Vlsit of 1,0 : Parker-Bennett pro~ plans this Jor t~ t?cal de)egatlo~: 
Bo:w1mg Green cItizens to Atlanta Iw~k for appr.o~·al b~' the Ur~an: .<;omposl'llg t?e dele;~clon in . .::ld. 
Friday. iRenewal Adrmmstratlon's re;:IOD_,d;u{)o to :.1a.~or G.ranom \\ere 

• .. • al office will initiate the process- L\orman LeWIS. cnal:-rr:an: 'E. T. 
The- Project applicat~" is ~in~,in; program. :Bdord. vice ch~Jr.n~n: Charles 

pr~~ed Wlt.h llr:;enCY t~ bcpe~ o~ The de!egati{)o was told "rocess- .Cherc~~. exe<:utlve ?Jrector. ~r:d! 
~amm; some ~o.ooo In fcd.'~r~l in~ of the Jonesville Urban Re-' Frank N~:!""ap. r:\I<:€., appr:;w,er. I 

~ran.t~ th.rou.t:h 1.he ~ommunJt,y s newal project aopiication i~ pro. re,res~nt:n", t.'1e lr~a" Re~e\\"d ~ 
quah.flcatlon of crealt .for the ceedin:; on routiiJe schedule~. :COl!lmls::;:on: ~3Y. B. Buck,)crry.; 
Parker.Benn~tt School Imp!","?ve·: Durin.t: the visit to Atlanta Fri. DU?can L .. Hme~ and H3rold 
I!'lent: Dead!J~e for the qualiflca-: day the dele;:?:ation hesaed bv, P~lce. memoers of Ge:-:er~l Coun-; 
tJ.an 15 Nov. ,. ).I3\"or R D ~G aha ; • "d' Cll: Jack Eversole. Planrun:; 3nd· 

Off· . I . '. .. r· m. ,nspecce Z¢:am(t Commis,ion cha ·rm3n .,nC 
lCJ..3 S nope to complete in lndm;trial promotion efforts bein"" , b" ! • ;:1.., • 

nine months a process \vhich' carried out bv the Bowlin .... Green~ Harold H. Huffma.n. Ch.ornbel" 0: > 

Dormatly requires ·two years. Warren County Ch3mi>er ~f Com. Commerce executJ.ve """lce prest-
A .. <;surance was ;;:iven the toea 1 merce in connection with Eastern doe~n~t~. __________ _ 

RADIO BATTERIES 
ALL MAKES, MODELS 

CHES JOHNSON 

J;r~u? by .t1~ 11 or more f~eral 'I Air Lines. i 
(lfflclals headed by E. .Druce Visitors were hosted bv Eastern' 
Wed~e. urban renewal rc;iona1ipersonnel includin;: Henry )'Ic-i 
director. that the city's efforts to'ConnelL sales adniinistrator: Hall 
beat the deadline would be g:lvenlrutcme. supervisor; J. B. Dalton I 
~~derati.qn. The commitment and Bard Chestney, reservationsl 
hxhcates study of th<: proi<et a1>-lrecti.o. m3ll3l;ers •. and Mrs.. Shiro PHOTO CENTER 
plication may be advanced in the ·ley Lashley JMcPeek. . telenhone. ..... 

.• _ .. c,·~~~= 
[ 
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JONESVILLE URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT bocmdary tines are shown on this 

t map. The shaded areas are scheduled to "- acquired through the program by 
Weste." State eollege. Dotted lines show proposed extension of Adams Street 

: Right-Of-Way For Adams Street Reserved 

WEST., .. 

"""""" 
"",. "'-U« 

to connect u. S. 231 .and U. S. 68 (Russellvine Road) wifh u. S. 31-W north. Recent 
land acquisitions by Western State College in the area and improvements on its 
adjacent campus contributed to selection of the site for urban renewaL 

Western College To Utilize Most Of 
Land In Jonesville Urban Renewal Area 

. i 

1: (Ed~s N~: This. is thej"';ill be surveyed and sufficientrv.:bich would more than meet the:ev~, if the street is construC;ed loans are ma~ up to a ma.ximum 
s I ~rlh. In a series of artTcle$ pro- right of way reserved for future Clty'S one-iourth cost of tbe'durmg the life of the Jonesville of $10 .• 500. 

Ividing detatls of the urban renew·lhigh\V3Y collStrUction. project. iurban renewal project. the money According to original time esti-
[, !al program for Bcwling Green. I Cost of the project is placed at .. '" .. :expended by the State Depart- mates. the Jo~seville project is 
t-1-TcdaY"$ article!' deals with the'IS1.094,874. The city's participation would_ment of Highways would provide1nmning slightly ~hind schedule. 
Joo Jonesville Urban Renewal Proi· The pkm as submitted would be solely from the pl3nned sewer '0. credit to be carried over for IPlans called for l:md 3cquistion 
n iea, <If)pM)Vcll of whioch is expected !require no cash outl3y by the city. construction, storm dro.in3ge 3Ild applic3tion to the $l.23,ooO cost of ,to get ur:.derv;o.y Aug. 1 of :his 
'lin the near' future from Housing ~ Land pu:ch3.5eS by the colle:;;e I water system e:""POllSion. The fu.:the Porker Be::me:t Sctwol Proj- !yesr .::md to be completed by Feb • 

.and Home Finance Agency of. , and site improvements will prO-II ture Adruns Street extension is not [' ect. reducing that cost by what-: 1. 1965: for reloc:ltion of i:llT'.i­
,ficials in Atlanta. Information for vide possible credits of $232.000 included in the cost credits. How- ever e.xpenditure can be alloc3t-llies and busicesses to start Oct. 

.e:the series is pl"Ovided by mem- ed as a non-cash credit. :1. 1963 and to ~ completed by 
- :tibcrs and staff of ~ Bowli?9' Credits on a proportio~te cost!APril 1, 196f; site clearance to 
y,~reen Urban Renewal Commls· B (I b N t bosis listed for ~ Jonesville are3. i S'"..art Dec. 1. .1-963 and. to.be com-
1 iSlen.) ays u a es include street lights. $6,000; pro.lpleted June 1, 1965: site ;mprove-
• The Jonesville Urbo.n Renewal posed sewer construction. $24 •• !me::J.t to sta."1: Sept, 1, 1964 and to 

P!'oject adja~nt to Western State 000; storm drainage. $2.,100; high_lbe completed J3n. 1. 1965. ru:.d 
! Colle;e contains a 34.i acres be- ,This weekend. Friday. SaturdayiWest. Mickey Br.:ltcher. Davidlw3Y drainage. $5.000: electric SUb-ire;saIe to propert:: to be <:.ccom-
I:\>~n .Russellville Roa~ and ~e and Sunday, 0:rr .top ~unior Lead-:.WhitlOW, and ),!artin Coleman. I station. $3.500: We~t~n1l's ~nd!Phshed betv.·een ~o. 1. 196;:., and 
Lowsville and ~ashville Rail- ers went to Cmcmnatl. They are I The main "'ame was won bv purchased and demolition of build· I Jan. 31. 1966. , . 
road. expecting: to get 3 lot of Boys'Eulln Carter,"'It was called pii. ings $171,000 and Western heating! As soon 3S 3i?provallS ~n~ 

• • • Club training from the Boys Clubi In our tournaments for thelPlant improvements S'7l,OOO. Ifrom the HOUSlDg and Home Fl-
AIl structures in the &-ea will Junior Leaders Institute. ! summer quite a few boys came The Jonesville pro~ and .the 1 nance Age~cy. tl?e Jonesvllle 

be cleared e."<cept an Electric • • • I into ~ wi.nner·s circle. Here Parker· Bennett School proJect!Urban R~newal ProJect plans will 
Plant Board substation. _ are the tether !xtll ehampions for combined will involve e.....:pendi-! be submitted to ~neral CO~~ 

Three ~r faetors determu:ed r1!~ ; ~~.s :~~To~ I summer. In the Midgets it was [tuxes totaling $4.58~,6U and a di-Ifor final .ok3y to put the projec:: 
the se!~on (If the Russellville the t:ri are David Eakles and IS.teve Causey. In the Juniors. Es- rect ~s: to ~e oty of $l23,OOO'l tn .opera~oCn~o ____ _ 
..fl.?ad Slt,; for urb~ renewal. The Bruce jones. wbo will be gr3du-: till Hymer w~ the champ. For the Clty s i>?rtJ.on of the Parker-

. aav~t:l ... e t? the CIty of non-<:ash ated from the institute this year. :tbe Intermediates. L. C. COSbY[Be.nnett P!,?Ject alone. . . 
. credits proVlded by land purchas. and Grover Hubbard Eulin Car.' held dov,1'l the championship post. AU f3ID~es and. businesses m 
es and Improvements adJacent to ter and James Spe.:trs I J;;unes Spears was the Senior the Jonesville project area will 
the si~ by We.stern State College On M ___ th 0

00 
jcbanlPiOn. be moved at the expe:l.Se of the 

was a prime factor. ' onu..v. e top ys went • • • ~Urbon Renewal Comm.ission. All 
. The site also contained some to .:Mr. Decker s fOorI? for, the most r For horseshoes it was Midgets I families who desire and qualify 
blighted areas ::md it is involvedll'nlSerable 43YS outmg th~y havei_ Steve Causey, Juniors _ Ray- will be given priority to move intO 
in an overall city troffic plan call- 'ever . expenenced. It ramed all I mond Green. Intermediates _ Joejmonicipal housing. pl<lns for 
ing for extension of Ad::uns Street the tune we were out there. ?"ere I Causey, and Seniors _ Stanley, which are in progress with the 
along its north,'boundary parallel are the boys that made the JOur- En~land. IRagland Lane site plan scheduled 
to the railroad/to complete a pro- ney: The big: wieners will be here lor final approval in the next two 
POsed freev.-ay.'from U. S. 231 and Raymond Burch. Carl Ealdes, next week. I weeks. 
.0. S. 68 to U. S. 31·W north. !Monty Eakles. Jeff Kieffer, Da~ Our Boys' Club Board meets ••• 

The planned reuse of the area I mond Spears. David Colemon. Eu- with the United Givers Fund Mon- All owners and tenllnts in ur. 
~ for the entire section to be lin Caner. Grover Hubbard. day night. We hope all of our ban renewal project areas -will 
1P1l~""'>d. by Western for future Roger Jones, Alford Porter, Joe members will be present for this qualify for special government 
college expansion. No other uses Colemon. Wayne Whitlow. James'lgreat affair. gtl:3t'anteed loans at low interest 
are planned for the area. The pro-- Spears.' David Eakles. Dan n y Boys' Club is an :lgency of the rates up to 40 years to repay with 
posed Adams Street e.'ttension West, Estill Hymer. Harvey United Givers Fund. oaly a $200 closing cost. These 



PARKER-BENNETT SCHOOL URBAN RE­
NEWAL PROJECT model itlustrates street lay. 
out and overall desi~n for the "rea bounded. by 
d:ltted line. H~avy line traversing project in 
the foreground represents border of trees to 
screen residential sections from industrial and 
commercial areas. Identified in the model pre-

(Daily News Photo) . 
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Commission are 1, Gordon Avenue; 2, 6th 
Street; 3, Clay Street; 4, Riverview Drive; 5, 
Northern 'Heights Subdivision; 6, ""' .. :,mic:pal 
Housing Proiect; 7, Duifey·McGriff Sausage 
Co., (:'Ie.; 8, Parker. Sennett School; 9, Bowling 
Green Livestock Market, Inc., 10, True Temper 
Corp. The model will be ,displayed again this 
week lIt the Citizens National Sank. pared. by Scruggs and Hammond, Lexington, 1 ~ 

engineering consultants for the Urban Re:newal I 
------~----------------------------------------------------l 
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tLetf~rs To The Editor 

Editor. Daily News: 
- I think it is most ridiculous that 
a local store is already- display­
jng decorated Christmas trees! 

What has happened to Hallo­
ween as a special day to children. 
and Thanksgiving as a special day 
~r all Americans? 
,: It's a shame that stores can't 
wait until right after Thanksgiv­
ilg for such displays. I'm sure 
the public would spend just as 
lXluch money, if that's what .is 
bothering t.heJ;n. _ -;; ... , ' -, . 

, Mrs. -Jomes Tar~-
- 1800 E. 19th St. 

:~tor. Daily News: 
Last week a meeting of the Ur­

ban Renewal Committee v,.-as 
held at the McNeill SchooL In 

this meeting several men spoke 
in the interest of urban renewal 
and tried to paint a picture of 
the program's help for Bowling 
Green. even though they know 
that it is one of the worst pro­
grams eYer suggested for our city. 

Tbey were for the program be­
-~iJse they are all getting or ex­
pecting to get some personal bene­
fit or otlrer out of it. Several of 
those speaking in favor of the 
program are on the payroll. some 

-drawing' 'S1 ,000 a year and others 
$9.000 a year. 1, too. would sup­
port a program that was paying 
me that kind of money. 

There were others who are not 
drawing a salary. but wbo spoke 
for the program because they are 
e.'qlecting other benefits. One of 
these told me some time ago what 
he had heeD promised to heip get 
the program over. 

This program. if it is carried 
out as the committee outlined it. 
will put Bowling Green in one of 
the worst cocclitions it has ever 
been in. for we are going to fight 

Continued on page 23, column 3 I 
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Letters To The Editor i 

Continued !rom \>OlI' 20 I and the Southern Christian Lead· 
I ers movement for aid. These or­

for our homes. and we will get I ganizatiOllS have long wanted to 
help in some ways that may- not 1 come to Bowling Green. There 
be healthy for the city. I are several things they. as well, 

Here is the program as they as we. know need to be done here'l 
loutlined it: . but. for the sake of peace, we have 

1. They made lmown their in- kept them out. However. if you,j 
tentions to buy our homes. wheth- the citi2ens. fail to help us. there I 
er we wanted to sell or not. and will be no one we can look to for I' 

stated. publicly that. they have no'lhelP but these_ _ . I 
. mtentions of paymg us enough to TI:e second thing We can do IS: ' 
buy or build without incurring in·I'o intO Federal Court :and sue 
debtedness. They said we could I those responsible for taking away 

; borrow the money, to. rebuild, orl1from us our h~ Ijgb.ts. 1 have 
rent -from them. talked hy long distance to an at· 

... , This doesn't even make horse I tomey, and be is ready at our eall 

I 
sense! I own my home right now. to 'P~ into Federal Court. . 
without debt. and they are going, We do not want to do this. We 
to buy it against my will. forcing [lOVe .the peace and quiet and the ' 

I
me to go into debt to buy another. working together of all as wen as 

2. 11ley refused to offer any so- anyone. But we cannot stand by 

1

1ution to the fact that 14 widows I ~d see our h?Dles taken from us 
of the coxr.munity would be 'Put I W1~ DO satfsfactory plans or 

. lOut of bomes and cannot qualify < pnces established. 

I
for a loan when they are moved i . If the city speaks 1:lP to the coun­
out. Nor can my church qualify: ell. we. will keep qwet. If the city 
for a loan to rebuild. : holds its peace. we must speak 

I 
3. They admitted they have no~ iUP! 

where for us to go. They have no I Rev. J. H. Taylor 
bouses. no land. nor any prospects II 120 Washington St. 
of findin'g any, They simply said 

\ that an office would be set up to \ 
I help look for some_ \ 
I I have helped people look for 
! homes in Bowli.,S Green for years 
: and have not found them. The on- I 
ily way is for la:1d to be acquired! 
! and the hOCles built. and they bave i 

I
no plans for this - only a pro- ~ 
ject. and who wants to exchange 
his home for a project? 

We cannot aDd will not accept 
such a plan. 

This program cannot be carri~ 
ed out without the approval of the 
City Council, and we are asking 
you. the citizens of Bowling Green 
to rise up and tell the council \\-'e 
do Dot want this program. Ii you 
fail us and the council votes this 
program in. we will have two al-

";" ternatives. and we will use either 
.. one or both. 
. The first t:lting we can do is to 
:: call in the NAACP. the CORE. 





,$10.000 a year for a 10-year 
period less rental returns of 
$1.500 a year, was given final 
vote by tbe Board of Aldermen. 

An ordinance advancin! Hoyt 
Miller to tbe rank of captain in 
tbe Fire Department to fill a 
vacancy created by promotion 
of Aaron Moulder to assistant 
: chief, was given approval by 
iboth council bodies. 
: l Advanced to within one read-
!ing of final passage was ani 
:ordinance rezoning property at 
'1364, 1366 and 1370 Center St., 
from residential to neighbor­
hood business. 

Given first reading by tbe 
Board of Councilmen was an 
ordinance rezoning an area on 
Woodford Street from Stubbins 
Street to the northwestern boun­
daries of 517 and 526 Woodford 
St.. from residential to neigh­
borhood business. 

J. D. Turnipseed, municipal 
housing director, told the coun­
cil the Municipal Housing Com­
mission plans the sale of $182,-
000 short term notes to take 
care of the housing project's 
.financjng until April 30. e"l'endi­
,tures for which to date total 
~$l46,965. The temporary note, 
\sales relieved paying interest on) 
\ money not yet needed for the I 
1$2,855.155 project. the director 
explained. 

Mayor Graham was present· 
ed a certificate signed by Mrs. 
Marie C. McGuire, commission­
'er of the Federal Public Hous­
,ing Administration. expressing 
appreciation for his services in 
the city's public housing pro­
gram. The presentation was 
made by Turnipseed on behalf 
of Otto 1\a ttei, local Housing 
Commission chairman. 

An ordinance providing regu- i 

lations for placing plantings and 
benches along city traffic thor­
oughfares failed to gain coun· 
eil support and died for lack of 
a motion for its passage. The 
measure was sponsored by the 
Planning and Zoning Commis­
sion. 
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$200,000 For La nd 

Western To Expand 
In 33-Acre Tract 

By TOM DUNCAN 
C:ourler·Journal S01,Ith Kentucky Sur •• ", 

i Bowling Green. Ky.-West­
; ern Kentucky State College 
I \I,:ill buy the 33'acre Jonesville 
I urban-renewal area for $200,· 
, 000. 

And \Vestern President Kel· 
ly Thompson said yesterday 
that the school will concentrate 
all its athletic facilities in that 
area-west of Russellville Road 
and south of Western's new 
Academic·Athletic Building. 

Dr. Thompson told a special 
hearing of the Planning and 

i Zoning Commission that West· 
I ern will build a football 
! stadium in the area. It will 
'share a common parking lot 

with the A.-A. building. 
The Playing Fields 

j He said tennis courts. base-­
ball fields, physical-education 
areas. and the like will be 
placed there. 

Also. he said, student hous­
ing. a high school to be used in 
teacher-training. and a rural· 
community meeting house may 
be built on the tract. 

Dr. Thompson said all plans 
are subject to availability of 
funds and other factors. 

He indicated no doubt in 
Western's potential for growth. 

"Our enrollment at Western 
will be in direct ratio to the 
number which we can accom­
modate," he said. "I don't 
know how fast we will be able 
to build buildings." 

10,000 By 1970 

Dean Dero Downing said 
Western's enrollment last fall 
was 5.917. He said it expects 
it to rise above 10,000 by 1970. 

Dr. J. T. Gilbert a memo 
ber of the Board of Regents. 
said there is a possibility 
Western may become a uni~ 
versity-Uand that definitely 
would take a "lot of room." 

They spoke at a hearing to 
determine whether Western's 
plans for development fit into 
the City'S master plan. 

The commission will make 
a recommendation later to the 
City Council, which will relay 
its view to urban~renewal of~ 
fidals in Atlanta. 

College Has Priority 
Law gives the college prior~ 

ity on purchasing the renewal 
area just across the RusseU­
ville Road from the southern 
section of Western's campus. 

M. M. Blewett, who has busi~ 
ness interests in the renewal 
area, said Western "Has been 

54 years in reaching an enroll­
men t of 6.000 .... I think 
they're just a little bit pre­
mature in reaching out and 
grabbing Jonesville." 

Blewett said renewal should 
work both ways-that Western 
has trailers "and some thrown­
a\ .... ay buildings from World 
Vlar IF' on its side of Russell­
ville Road. 

No "Doggone' Better 
"Their side of the road 

doesn't look a doggone bit bet­
ter t..~an the other side of the 
road." he said. 

Dr. Thompson said "'estern 
plans to clear that sectioD­
along with the present voca­
tional-training school-to make 
way for a major classroom. 
building eventually. 

But he said he could not 
pinpOint plans or locations be­
cause of a number of factors. 
For instance. be would not 
say whether the student hous­
ing planned in the Jonesville 
area would be dormiton·-type 
or not. 

Re did say that Vlestern 
wants the present Russellville 
Road to be made a dead--end 
street in>5ide the campus when 
through traffic can be re­
routed.. 

J 
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If"<Lcnd Is '?- ~ I ftr--fo If 

Western Lists Plans 
For jones~ille 'Area 

" 

~ Plans for the Jonesville Ur pi 'lid b 1 I bRn Renewal Project area would cl~ssr~ol~l loc . camp ~xes In°t. manl of 10.000 Is estimated (or 
I include athletic facilities a f Ttl • I uSJIlg an eat g 1970. DO\\l1lng said. i classroom building s t 11 d ~ n t RCI 1 es. Approximately 2,800 students 
,housing and an' agricultural Thompson said Western has now are housed on the campus, 
: community center if Western only one·flfth the average land .. • • 
i Stille College acquires the land area held by colleges of its size Downing cit. d acreage re· 

t • • • across the nation, In pointing Quirements lor a laboratory 
Detail. of the college', devel. out the school's need for the scbool and other considered ad· 

opment program were outlIned Jonesville properties. diUons. 
by Kelly Thompson, Western's Dero Downing, dean of busl. Restrlclion of freshmen and 
president, at a hearing can. ness aUairs for the college, said sophomores having cars hero 
ducte~ by a committee of the enrollment had 1 n ere a sed has aided not only In relieving 
Plannmg and Zoning Commis: 33 1·3 pcr cent since 1961 as the campus parking problem 

i sian yesterday morning at the com~ared wHh a national aver, but that of the city as well, 
Courthouse, age mcrease of 10 per cent. Owen Lawson, Western's dil'ec­

. A football field is included School enrollment for 1955 was tOf of building and grounds, 

I
. i!l plans for the alhlcUc faclli· 1.684 and this year reached 5,. slated. He said the school htls 

hes and the student housing 917. recently added 150 parking 
may incorporate fraternity reo Based on the sch 01' b'Ut spaces on the. campus. 

: ~~dence halls, Thompson said. to nlove along on Ban ~'o~t! t~ Thompson said he favored the 
~~~.~o.~ the rest of the cam· provide faciUlies, an enroll· Continued on page 5, column 3 
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Western 

Con'l(lue~ ~m page 

r{'routing of U. S. 68 and U. S. 
23L traffic away from the Ilfl!s. 
{'Ill segment of Russellville 
Hoad which passes through the 

. camlHls. 
ProllOsal of a WillHir Smith 

and Associates traHic study 
pltln would extend A dam s 
Street to conllect with U. S. GS 
neal' the L&N underpass and 
would llead end Russellville 
Hoad ncar Us junction with 11th 
Street. i 

The need for additional spacel 
should Western become a uni-I 
versity was cited b)' Dr. J. T.I 
Gilbert, board of regents mem·l 
ber. ! 
. M.M. Blewett, a Russellville 

Road resident and business own·; 
cr, voiced objection to the col­
lege's use of the Jonesville 
area, stating it had taken more 
than 50 years for the school to 
get 6,000 students and Ihere 1s 
no way of knowing it wHl grow 
any.larger. He said if the school 
used the land It now has it 
could take care of its need. 

• • • 
Thompson said Congress has 

recognized lhere arc not sur· 
ficient schools for people who 
want to be educated and for 
[he first time has passed meas~ 
urcs providing government 
funds for school buildings. He 
said the expansion of school fa· 
cilities would mean education· 
al opportunities for all persons. 

In answer to the Rev. J. H. 
Taylor's inquiry as to when thC,' 
Urban Renewal Commission 
would mO\'e further on the pro­
ject, Charles Cherches, execu· 
tive director, said approval of 
the college's development plan 
by General Council would be. 
the final step before the pro· 
jeel is submitted for the feder. 
al government's final approval. 

Planning and 'Zonning Com· 
mission is e:qlectcd to pass on 
the devclopment plan proposalsl 
foHowing the commiltee's reo 
port at its Feb. 25 meeting. 
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Taylor Heads 

. Group Opposing 
Vrban Renewal 
DI.trlbulion of Information to B 

property owners on urban re­
newal Is planned by the recent. III 
Iy organized Committee to Pro-
tect Property RIghts. 5; 

The group will meet Sunday Sf 
at a place and time to be an· G 

·nounced to further its plans. IIi 
The Rev. J. H. Taylor was fo 

Darned chairman of tho com· 81 
mltte. at its Initial meeling J 
Monday night. Protection of 
homes and busIness Is listed as b 
the' purpose of the organization, t 
tho IIrst organized opposition to ~ 
Bowling Grecn's urban renew· 
al program. h 

," The committee wlH sponsor R if 
fUm on urban r e new 8 1 on 
WLTV at 6 p.m. tomorrow. 

W~'rER.SUPPLY---
s' 
r 

I felt prepare ("" p,eutlon. 
i The Rev. J. 
man, and Paul "'oo,:s, e,o·cloalr·1 
man, were {he ,p'",Kers 
(crday's "lecting. They 

Improvement of blighledl 
. areas is the l'espon 

the landlords and tire- cOlm;'lun;" 
Involved. 
school (Western Stat. 

has no more right to 
I»r'ol",r!, than any other Or!lanlz· 

One Committee 
Receive No Encou ragement 

Ctizens o( Bowling Grecn should Ihlnk 
twice ;bcCorc they give encouragement to 
the 'cCfort just getting under way herc to 
block fhe cify's urhnn renewal progl'am. 

In the Immediate luhn'c, this ('ifort ap· 
parcntly will be directed toward s(,curing 
signatures on petitions circu1ated by an or· 
ganization rnlllng lI~elf the CommiU('e (01' 

the Proteclion of Property Rh!hts. 
Certainly this group has every right to 

carryon a protest against urban 1'f'l1ewal, 
although it is difficult to see just whnt its 
leaders oifer as nn alternative aside from 
maintenance of the stalus quo. 

Bowling Green's urban renewal proposal 
is flivided into two parts. 

One project envisions clearing oC the 
.Jonesvillo area, with the plan calling (01' 

Western Stale College eventually to ex­
pand into the area Ihm; cleared. 

It Is quitc apparent thnt WC!ltC'rn is j!O' 

ing 10 need this land in the years to come, 
and in fact the college alrcady has pur· 
chased s~\'(!rAI pieces of property in the 
neighborhood, some of which already 

serve as a site (01' the college's new Aca· 
demlc-Alhletic Building. 

This project s('('ms to liS cmlncntl~' sen· 
sible, nnd it Is difficult to conceive o( any 
I"eal grounds (or objcctions other than Ihose 
thRt would natul'ally accrue to persons 
forccd (0 give lip fheir homes or property 
in the process. But even this CRnnot occur 
without just compensation. 

'fhe desirability o( thc Parker·Bennett 
project likewise should be obvious to all 
who do not close fheil' eyes to the need lor 
I'£'juvenatlon and Ihe benefits It would 
bring. 

The Committee tor the Protection of" 
Property nights suggests that improvement, 
o( blighted neighborhoods is the responsi· 
htlity oC property owners and communities 
involved, 

We would agl'C'c with this premise, with 
Ihe rrservalion that whel'~ this rcsponsiblll· 
ty has bern ahdicalNl. other means are 
jllslified to accomplish the end. 

We don't belie"e that anyone could :mc· 
eel'srully argue that this rC!sponslbility hM 
hc('n fulfilled in some sec lions of Bowling 
Green. 



We the. ci t:1.zans ()f tl'la J()n~sv:LL1.J~ e;owrnuni ty- are ask:t.t;lg Y,)1.:. t.i . 
vote aga:tnst the ord.art.ce :a18.ldng ,J'):le·sville a urban renewaJ. pr:)j(?('~.Q 
U this ordance is passed it wl.JJ. ca:'1.se our prop!)i>ty ·t;o be. ';;01('. 1'.5 
sJ..um property~ and slum prope1't:r s..:~lJ.s'very chea:po IIT,3 pay 0;;'::; n.e;~e 
~,e bighest percent of' tax. 1:1 the. City: and that llft;s us o;rt; 0:: -:;!2e 
slum categorY. . 

"ite have. no objection to sellL"lg our property to the State for 
the college. if the college need the propertyo But we ... rant to deal 
directly with the State, and not have the urban reneWal. as a middle 
man, to take sooe of the prophet that should be ourSoThe State has 
bought pro'Perty from 'us before. and have had no trouble at all in' 
buying this property, and they'will have no trouble in the future, 
if we can deal directly with them. 

We have tweLve widows: in our community, drawing a smal1 So<>­
ias security check, that is two smalJ.. :for then to get a loan to 
help them rebuild, under the urban renewal tlley would not get . 
enough to buy another home, so they would be put out doors. 

Yours in Christ and for FJ..s service 

t 
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Cou cil 
[TakJsFinal 
, Action 

General Council last n i took final action to esI:l,blisb 
Jonesville as an urb:an reIJ.,W'alll 
>area, 
l The vote climaxed a 
'hoUl' discussion before a 
'of 250 interested ¥.:o~~,~~~:n 
ers and citizens 
court room of 

• 

said 
laws 
and ~d!""at:d 
the 
Commerce 

Leonard 
of the Bowling 
County Chamber 
industrial cOIItmittee, 

the urban ~~r:';~!:; future of _~e 

citing the', 
student pop_: 

trebled in the 

help you tbroIIgb 

will be available intl~\~~~I~;~ programs now on 
board." One of these 

35 acres of 
south of 17th 

and seven acres unde­
north of the thorough-

• • • 
a trade school four 'rrhe officials that brought 
size of the present w, ... ,.~ new industry to Bowling 
Vocational School were greatly swayed by 
Western's plans for the saw in the future of 
ville area. Thompson said. 

"Do you want these said the 1960 census 
that will help you in cent of the Jones-
run? Delotens asked as deteriorating or 
.the question of Warren County 
"graduates of High Dr. L. O. Toomey, 

"There will be 1,000 as citing lack of' 

here in the next 15 ~t!:I~~:~rti~~ the area as con-they will generate a health menace . 
. the industrial cb~~~~.;~~~1 votes to the or-
summing up ,e were cast by Co.uncil-
Green's Tom Carter and R. C. 

\ played in and Alderman Henry J. 
I Cutler-Hammer, Inc .. last Potter Sr. 
,to locate a plant here. A companion ordinance ap· 

'" .. '" Western's development r Urban R~ewal the Jonesville 
chairman Norman moved to within one 

;the commission is a of final passage by ac-
Lcitizens dedicated to both councilmanic bod-

'the program is run ~~:;.r~;;!~.~ 4'The urban renewal p 
that have failed are 
ones". he said. "Everv 
be treated fairly and the I sion for a four-year term: Wil-
are OPen as the final as a member of 
tors in anv Plant Board for a 
emphasized: I term: James )'fartin 
for urban renewal in a permanent 
Green is in the hands of Gen- the fir e depart-
eral Council.. not Washington. of Mrs. 
Lewis said. as a member 

Kelly Thompson. Western Renewal Commis-
president. said the college's po- an ordinance authoriz.. 
mtion had been made clear at of the council to the 
.an open hearing on Feb. 15 and for its :neetings in 
with the signiDg of all prelimi-

nary papers. 1~~:~:!:~~Se~w;~er.~ and Sani-The school plans to spend was com-
to S2OO.0oo on the Jones- James H. 

acquisition for its action in se-
d services of an independ-

a vantage to consulting enm"eering firm 
federal exp<",cli-I;;;-; -a survey of the water and 

department. 
council accepted the of­
the Bowling Green Min-

lister;a! Association to have ODe 
members serve as chap­

at council sessions. 



Two Votes Advaiice 
Renewal Planlling 

By Tim DUNCAN 
Courler·Journ.1 South Kentucky Bur.,v 

Bowling Green, Ky. - Plans for a 34.7·acl'e Jonesville 
urban.renewal project here took Iwo steps forward lasl' 

.nlght desplle strong prolesls before an overflow crowd of 
300. at a City Council meeling. 

'. Neither or the two vof~s was 
. ~One moved forward an 
ordlriaii'(.<6,.slarifying technIcal 

• Jang!!8ge on -the project. The 
othc~w~ 'first apPl'oval of 
plans {OZ' "WestO!'h Kenturky 
Stale CoJIege to buy the area 
fo,' $191,75010 $200,000. 

Needed For EXI)ansiol1 

Dr. Kelly Thompson, presi· 
dent of Western, said the ('01· 
lege's future depends on gain· 
ing this area (or E'xpansion. 

Opposition to the project was 
expressed by Aaron Overfelt, 
attorney for the Committee for 
(he Protection of Property 
Rights; the Rev. J. H. 'I'aylor, 
M. M. BJowett, and i\lrs. 
Charles GarvIn. 

Overfelt said that the urban· 
renewal agency "wants to take 
tlwse colored people out of 
Jonesville .. , and squarc off 
Western's corllCI'. 

Nced Challenged 

"I'm not saying Wel'tC'1'Il 
shouldn't gl'OW, but I sa" be­
fore you take a man's home 
from him a need should exist." 

Mr. Taylor said th(>l'e is no 
health or disease problem jn 

Jonesville and the crime rate 
is Jow. 

Charles Chel'ches, executive 

~!~.~~~r Ih~f 81.~~~ancri~~:lCl~:~~ 
is low, but he said federal 
figul'es show 78 prl'cenl of the 
houses in the area are de· 
teriorating or fotally delapi­
daled. I 

I 

Hearing Set ( ~ I' 
On Western's 
Development Plans 
A hearlng on western Slate 

· Collego's development p I a n 
· will be held by Ihe PlAnning 
I and Zoning Commission In tho 
: county courtroom of the War-
· ren County Courthouse at 11 a, 

m, Saturday, Feb. 15, . 
The Iluhlic hearing has heen 

called in interest of the Urban I 

Renewal COul mission, whose f 
executive director, C h a r I e s . 
Chere,hes said it will concern 
the entire Western cainllus as 
presently situated and the I 
Jonesville Ul'han Renewal dc·! 
velopment m'ea which the col· 1 
leges hopes to acquire. [ 

'i'he hearing will be to deter· 0 
· mine if the development plans . 
· for the campus and the ur. an , 
· renewal project area conform t! 
: to the master development plan a 
; of the city. e. 

Final approval of the Jones· 
ville project plans, now under al 
review by federal otficials, is aJ 
expected within the next two eJ 
montb •• 
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Disquieting Assault On Urban Renewal 
THE SUDDEN ONSLAUGHT on the urban 

renewal program may strike the casual 
observer as a spontaneous expression of 

grass-roots disenchantment. But the fact that 
the federal program expires this year and 
Congress must be persuaded to continue it 
causes us to be skepticaL The timing and 
the nature of the attacks are disquieting. 

. Was it mere coincidence that the U. S. 
Chamber of Commerce chose to launch a 
full·scale attack on the program at this time? 
Or that an article by a Texas Congressman 
charging that urban renewal is shot through 
with corruption appeared in Reader's Digest 
this month? 

The Chamber of Commerce campaign, it 
develops. stems from a high·level decision to 
try to discredit urban renewal and is almost 
totally lacking in support at the local cham· 
ber level The United States Conference of 
Mayors reports that it has been able to find 
only five cities with populations exceeding 
30.000 whose chambers of commerce are 
against federally assisted urban renewaL And 
these five-Rockford and Champaign, m., 
Arcadia, Calif., Sioux Falis, S. D., and Lake-

land, Fla.-are hardly representative of urban 
areas that stand to gain the most from the 
program. On the other hand, the Conference 
of Mayors reports that it has received 156 
endorsements of urban renewal from local 
chambers in other cities. One wonders-for 
whom does the U. S. Chamber speak on this 
issue? 

This newspaper has never contended that 
the urban renewal program is perfect. We 
have complained, from time to time, of the 
red tape involved, of some instances of poor 
planning and of other defects, including a 
lack of jmagin3tion. 

But it would be folly to do what some of 
its critics suggest. in effect, and that is to 
throw out the baby with the bath water. 
Urban renewal is badly needed throughout 
the country and no one has come up with 
any sensible alternative to the federal pro­
gram. It is absurd to imply that the job that 
needs to be done can be done without fed· 
eral help. 

No responsible Congressmen would even 
consider abandoning the program but instead 
would devote their efforts to making it more 
effective than it is now. 



n. c:arTed 11gnet1Jt'a at c:ommunlc. 
tIons appearing In thb column must be 
prfnte<I in an Instances. t.effer1, must be 
brief. not exceedlng 300 W¢rds. and must 
avoid defamatory or abusJw statement&. 
The Dally News reseNeS the rlgbt to c0n­
dense any ccmmunIcatlon consldered 100 
le:'lqthy and to limit the numbel" Of letTers 
on any one sobled. Publ!:Gation doa not 
imply approval of Tho Pan: City Daily 
N .... 

Editor, Daily News: 
As we enter a new year, 

there are many who will enter 
new paths. There, will be many 
new opportunities for man y 
people. But for the Negro citi· 
zens of the Jonesville communi­
ty, it will be the same sad story 
that it has been for the past 
two years: The city of Bowling 
Green. with its Urban Renew­
al project and several Negroes 
who do not live in our commu­
nity. and certainly have no 

. heart for the people, joining to· 
gether to take from us our 
homes bought and paid for with 
our blood.' sweat and tears. 

One or two families sold be­
cause they wished to; but there 
were others forced outi of' their 
homes. 

There are a number of us 
who remain ready to stand 
fast until this program is car· 
ried out just as the federal gov­
ernment requires. We shall not 
be 

who have 
come out on the 

When the mortgage 
they did not have 

I enou1;h to buy a lot, much less 
new home. 
1 have on my desk an offer 

Urban Renewal to buy ~ 
our church. The price offered 
would not buy the ground. to, 
say the least. I also have on my , 
desk an offer to buy my home: : 
and this like the church offer is i 

not much more than a lot would I 

cost. , 
We have settled down for an­

other year's struggle. And we 
are determined not to be mov­
ed. We will be right here at this 
time next year unless a b i <Y 

change is made in the program: 

I 
Rev. J. H. Taylor 
120 Washington Sl 



letters To Th~ditotl 
tIon"; ,,~':i'nQ'I?:4:~ CO~r:~~IC: friends· the l~fstnl{fila". 
~lnte<l In all Instal'lCa Le"ers mU$f be providing these people with 
Drlet. "101 exceeding JOO WOI"OS and must t bl of h . 
avoid <'etamatory or ~buSlve sfatemenf'- grea pro ems ousmg and 
The Daily NeW! reservt'l Tn. rig"" to con- subsistence, so that a great 
dense an" communication ccnsldereG too football stadium might be erect­
lengthy M<' to limit the number at letters ed in the commum·ty. (No doubt 
en .eny OM subled. PuDlicatlon does not 
Im~ly (lpproval of The Par1t CIty Cally this would be a beautiful landa 
....... mark for the community, but 
Editor, Daily News: do you beautify a city by step. 

I am a student at St. Maur'S ping on the already downtrod­
Seminary at South Union. and den citizens?) Or one might 
.have a number of friends in the investigate the city organiza. 
Bowling Green community. It tiODS and find out how many 
ds because of my closeness to positions are hem by our broth­
,the community and because of ers of the minority who are 
,ihe fact that I profess to be a equal citizens with all in this 
Christian that I am writing this community. Or again, we might 

'letter to you. look at the employment situa· 
: It have heard it said that there tion where the letter but not 
.is no Negro or civil rights prob- always the spirit of integra~ 
'lem in Bowling Green and I tion is being maintained. 
have had numerous facts quot. These are only a few of the 
ed to me in defense of t his many things I could mention. 
stand. If you can see no problems I 

Perhaps some people do not ask you to open your eyes or at 
see the problems for it is a least take off those glasses that 
proven fact that seeing is ex~ only let you see one color and 
tremely difficult if one closes look again. 
his eyes to the facts. I have A great revolution and a long 
been only squinting the past few overdue revolution is goiner On 
weeks and have discovered a in our country today anl' we 
number of areas that involve cannot sit back and expect it to 

. serious problems. Some may pas s us by. Green 
not wish to call them civil must 
rights problems. but a sh-unk r;~~~ 
under any other name smells ti 
just as bad. gin. . the 

We might consider the part of the people and the lead-
tices that are . ers we can eliminate the need I 
ed against the .-for 
·School under the guise 
gration: we might look 
IDw prices being offered 

~~:, •. 't- __ ~(1,1."'·· 

Letters.. : 

see our brothers 
izens in all men: We must see 
fellow Christians who are 
worshiping the same God -
our God who is color blind! 

C. L. White 
St. Maur's Seminary 
South Union, Ky. --'---_. 
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CURTAIN·RAISER-':It was an equal exchange near Untersuhl, 
West Gennaay, recently when the Iron Curtain lifted as East and 
West swapped the trucks, above. Communist east Gennan mili­
tary truck, left, in which a defector had escaped to West ~r .. 

Okay Part 
Of Jonesville 
Project 
Approval of Part I of the 

Jonesville Urban Renewal Proj­
ect was received . this morning,. 
from E. Bruce Wedge, regjonal 
dL--ecto" of the Urban Renewal' 
Administration. Atlanta. 

• • • 
Announcement of the approval 

"'as made by Charles Cherches. 
local urban Renewal executive 
director. 

A grant totaling $614.753 has 
been reserved bl' the Urban Reo 
newal Commission in Washing·: 
ton for the project. W.ei';e sated. 

Approval of the 1Irit.iei. porr.jon 
(If the two-part ap¥~ auth:­
orizes the commission lO proceed 
with stePS of ti:le serond ~a r . 
wbicll inolU<le a public lna'ioing, 
approval of Ge!mal" Council for 
particip~tion in the project and 
preliminary negotiations fur the,' 
aCquisition and resale of prop-
erty in the area. ' 

The project application as ori­
gina!ly submitted will req>lire no 
financing by the city since credits 
for lmprovements in the are a; 
will offset the city's portion of 
the cost. 

Date fur the public bearing, 
will be set as soon as possil>le,' 
Cberches said. 

The commission bas 3(f months 
from the approval dale of Part 
2 of the application to COmplete 
the project. 

••• 
Plans call, for the land to b., 

US«! for college expansion pur-' 
poses and officials cl Western l 
State College have inOkated an I 
interest in its purchase. : 
',,:An extension of Adams Street" 
to connect,with U.S,' m and U. : 
~~ is considered in the app~, 

- Oberciles said be could make 
D'; estimate as to when Paart 
of" the ""plication will be' ready 
to file' with the Atlanta office. ' 
'Approval of Part I of Parker, 
Bennett Scbool U<ban ReneWal 
Project recently submitted is 
pending at the " At1anta office., 

~:i N~I~~px~a~a:, 
~ Atlanta. conferred here to-, 
~,with Cberches and Arch, 

'~~~::~~ro ' 
. ".0 ~ ',. 

many, was exchanged' for a west German army 
used by a West German to cross over to Communi 
lory. 



LAND TRANSFERRED-Or. Kelly Thomp­
son, Western Kentucky University presicent .. 

. ar:.d Norman l.ewis, Urban Renewal Com. 
mission chairman, (seated left ~ right) sign 
a de«! 8.05 acres of land 'to the 

on left to 

(Daily News Photo) 
right) al"fl Arch Daniel. Urban Renewal ma"", 
ager, and John Milliken, attorney for the 
commission. Tho li!lnd win ~ used for th.­
construction of a Sl.5 million athletic com. 
plex by the univen.ity .. 

Athletic Com ex 

URC Conveys 
Land To WKU 

The Urban Renewal Comm.js..1 Bids on phase one of the pro,.. I 

this morning conveyed 8.05, ect, which is the mechanical 
of land where westernlportion of the building, will be 

,Kentu,:I:y University will con-!JeCeived Aug. 23 and bids for 
$3.5 million atbletic!phase two. which includes gen-

to the university. I'era! construction, lighting and 
... .. .. other portions of the project, 

purchase price for t h el'will be received Aug. 30. 
the flrst section to be .. ... ... 

. transferred from the 3O-a c reConstruction time for the first 
Jonesville Urban Renewal proj.:phase of the project is expected 
~, was $54,361. Ito be 18 months following the 
, The deed was signed on be- aw~d of th~ contract and uni­
half of the university by Presi-; verSlty offic:als hope the sec­
,dent Kelly Thompson and onlond phase .will be completed at 
I,behalf of the commission by its:the same tune. 
fbairman. Norman Lewis. I The transfer price of the land 

The university's board of re-,was based o,n value set by. as--
gents Tbursday authorizedlsessors. It will generally be oor· 

{)mpson to proceed with con_:dered by U.S. 68 and U.S. 23l, 
Struction of the comple.'t. Itla s~eet formerly known as 
will include a 16000 seat multi. Hardin Avenue aDd the L&N 
purpose stadium' with 12 class- Railroad right-of-way. 
rooms, 24 offices and necessary It is located immediately 
au."\iliary facilities, a playing southwest of Diddle Arena. 

eld, track, adjacent practice 
·eld, tennis co= and b 
eld. ___ ~ __ -" 



_THE 1'ARK CrTY DAILY NEWS 
April 4, 1967 

":J . "-;1'1' r;~~. 
a o.nesw" &~~~ 
;'Acq:Ui;~~ 
~ Com' fete',f ,-:~., :. ,.,:' P "v:' ~ ~ ~)" 
f The acquisition of land t!!r the 
3()-acre Jonesville Urban, Re­
newal Area has' been' completed 
at a pnrihase cost of' $674,446, 
accordiDg to an 'Urban renewal 
'report ~submitted' 'Monday':riight 
1:0 GeneraI'Council:""Y"r, '" i 
(r,.;,>··: !JnH'l •• '\~~.~":'.;;f"~ "J'~'" '.' 
: ·'Ald.rma"'''·It''Y~~''''Buamerry 
,chairman of thEi'GerieraI Council 
IUrban Renewal 'Conuriitlee; told 
:other council members the fact 
that acquisition "\'as completed 
without condemnation' jury 
trlali reflects the;' honesty and 
fairness of the :U>:\>an Renewall' 
Commission in~'1Ii : roject 
! The report, '" '"e by Arch' 
baniel,' executiv llirector, said 
the ac,quisitions Mve been com­
pletelf'within the '.fr. amework of 
lbe"'budgeted funds ,approved 
by General CounciL ''-' 
,. The, actual expei,ditures were' 
$63,278 below the ,-$737,724 bud-I 
geted for:land pUI)iliases- • E 
I ' Negotiations for the linaI-par 
'cels of land contained 'ill the'>r ' 
newal' area were completed'Sat: 
urday, according to Daniel "Tbe l 

parcels included about 1.5 acres 
occupied 1># the EdgehiU Sbop-
ping Center. ' 
A~t· 23 acres of land in the 

area - has "been conveyed to 
Western ''Kentucky ,State Uni­
versity' for a price' of $163,390, 
according to the report, and the 
total received £tom Western will 
rise to $191,750' wlien final con: 

i veyance to the university is 
completed. '.. '" 

The area will be the site.IJt 
a Western athletic compfe%. 

• • ... ~,<) 

The report sald proceeds from 
the sale of land along:wi1h non­
cash credit! available will allow, 
the project to ba closed out; 
without cost to the cit,. I' 

The . report said that a total 
of 36 fal¢lies,living in the area 
were relocated to private and,' 
municipal' housing and that 
eight individuals were relocated 
to either;j>rivate 0/.' municipal 
bousing. , , 

Three families and one indi­
vidual living withiri the area 
bave moved' ont of state and 
,there are' one family and 10 
lbusinesses remaining to be' re­
located, according to the report. 

, " 

i' 

Urban Renewal Offer' 
For Shopping I 

. Center Studied V • 
If three owners of the Edge­

hill Shopping Center accept an 
Urban Renewal offe!" the. Mor­
gantown Road location will be­
come Western University proP'] 
erty , , 
FI~yd Cook,\ who owns a one­

third share, said Urban ~ 
newal Commission bead AJ:ch, 
Daniel made the offer, whicll: 
the owners have not yet ac-: 

ted The other partners are 
cep· William McClave; 
Mr. and Mrs. 1 G 
Franklin, and ~rs. Mary " 
Willard, of Flonda. .' 

The shopping center, built m 
1951 houses 12 stores and of-: 
fic';" a dougbnut shop', 
rest~urant barbar shop, groc-, 

offi~e equipment store, 
efYi_all center, record shop, 
ren . place Ma-
washeteria, plZZ~ d' beau ' 

,cbinists' union office, an - , 

ty shop. office was' 
" A geologica! survey 
located there bnt recently moV-

edTbe sbopping center is. I.o~at. 
ed in the Jonesville ~ClDlo/' 

h of which the Umvers1ty 
ha~c acquired thJiougb U r ban , 

'RenewaL 

.... 

:;"', 
;, 

L 
; 

".: .-: . 
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D:~p·r,~s,~i.qfl,·X;:yv~,~st~~n's ,expansion 
a:fj£~¢iii,ed;;jq~~" ~si)JbJack .,' com m u n,ity' 
.. "'".-',',,' 9-''''.' <l.r' (.. (,.0,.) "i. I." i J, .I ~'q ,\'.;'. ;.,J-.c r.: • 11 .'f: i' (., ' ' , '1 

BYPEGGY;BljSH"z':'fU)l";0g,~;'+'<: . • . the first black mall carriers. An· places during the Depression, Dr,', 
Contributing Writer,·.".",.,;, ' nle Willis was the first black Jones and Miss Butler stayed'." 

, In the years;.,be{o,re :Ihe Depres· woman hired at the Post Office longer than others. Dr, Jones'j .-. 
", slon there.')v!ls.:I!:.thrMng .. l)u,~lness and was also a beaUtician. home still stands on State Street;"j 

, and professional J,bl~~!,. ·'.~.QIll.!nunl· "Joe Lillard was the first an· for awhile Pen & Paper Inc, was .. \ 
,ty In Bowling Green:::':\}'/:.' .. ,·, . Uque dealer In BowlIng Green In It." . .. ':; 

Maereetl.j'-):Ip!\ykend.all:'.w~itlow and had both black and white Mrs, Whitlow came to Bowling 1. 
remembers··'so,me:.uif;Hhe customers. Phoebe Whitney. his Green In 1927 to attend the Rev. 
buslnesses: •.... El,l.zli'·lo,Lovlng. a niece. and I would stay there and Mrs. Wolfe's private BowlIng.! 
barber,'andi-Joo\ doctor;,.on Main when he had to go out of town on Green Academy. . ; 
Street; • Tom:;J'Iarrls!',block' below business. One of Mrs. Lovlng's "Drakesboro had no black high 'I 
Kentucky v. and ,. Adanis '" streets; daughters taught music In Atlan· school. If It were not for the : 
Mattie Porter's shoe shop; Dr, ' " .ta; the other was a beautician Academy I would have had to go : 
Cabell's drug store; Mrs, and formulated a hair tonic for to Nashville or LoulsvUle. We 
Butler's grocery on. Center and : blacks that was known over the learned LaUn. Cicero. Virgil. 

, Third streets; ,Mrs. Mattie Cov· ,world. Roland Bland. head cook Spanish and geometry, as well as 
lilgtQn's Southern Queen. Second • at the Helm Hotel, was assistant th bJ tId t d 
'and State," Sarah :Brown's' ·room. 1 ,: to Coach Diddle. He and AlIce 0 er su ec s. gra ua ese-cond In my class," ' 
lilg house. Third and :Chestnut;'·: ihad a home at 4th and Chestnut. 
Frank Hardin's barbecue"dry . ;. Mr. Bland was always Interested For 15 years. Mrs. Whitlow was 
cleaners"·Owe,n·' Br.own l\to/Thlrd :'. : lil football and would take boys a social worker for the Southern' 
and' Chestnut. and" Mrs.' Burney' : out· to practice In a vacant lot Kentucky Community Action 

· Proyor"in the:'Helm: Hotel; Able·" ".... '."; ,. 'near 3rd Street. The park Is Agency, 
and Kurykendall funeral homes; MAEREETH , named for him." "We tried to Improve people's 
Elsue Potter's blacksmith shop KURYKENDALL WHITLOW The b I a c k com m unit y. lives." she said. "Joan Collier 
on Kentucky Street between 6th :' .' \ . : Jonesville. on Russellville Road. and I went to six counties to the 

, 

and 7th streets;' and the cab com·, ,me. they will; If not,' there's no ,had three churches. homes to ask how many lived 
pany that ':charged .. 25 cents for use In wasting time sending out " "Most of the homeowners were there and the ages and what they 

i '. rides., '-":> ":' 'Coo'''. . ,0 "". ·istatements.' . . older." Mrs. Whitlow recalled. would lIke to change In their 
, "There"were'the dentists. Yar·" . ','Ora Porter was the first black: "It was a real neighborhood. We lIves. George Morrison,.a black 

borough and 'Yopng. and medlcai, traliled nurse in the city; she en· ,had our own ball games. I taught man, and Henry Alden" a white 
doctors Beckett, Bruton and Z.K. couraged the Pettlcort twins to Sunday School and often had 40 man, wrote the Model CIties Pro· 

: Jones," Mrs. Whitlow said. study nursing. One became an or 50 children In class. Then gram. Judge Griffin provided the 
"Dr. Jones owned the Briggs R.N. and the other a L.P.N, but .Western needed room to expand facilities. Head Start began In a 

,Furnl\ure:. S\or.!l:' bUilding .. and . they. had to leave the city to find . and the area was cleared, The house next to the State Street 
. nearly a block between College jobs .. Lillian Carpenter, ,the first . people were told they could come Baptist Church. I did the cooking 
and Center streets. He had, black music .teacher In Bowling bark, buy lots and build homes. and teaching. We expanded the 

· worked,.oq.>.the .. railroad 'to earn Green. taught 'at Delafield in a It didn't work out that way. One program and adult education was 
money to' go.to college.-·Mr. E.· school named forherfather." lady who was relocated then will of/eredatRockfield." 

· Jones wrote In his book about Z.K John Brlder would cut 10 cents' probably be moved again to Mrs. Whitlow works as a nurse 
that the doctor never sent out worth of cheese or meat In his make way for progress. Some of for Miss Margie Helm and Is ac· 
statements for his services, He grocery at Third and Chestnut. ,tbe black downtown businesses tlve In the State Street Baptist 
said, 'If they are going to pay Velgle Kurykendall was one of 'were bought out. others lost their Church. 



T],is car is evidence t],at t],is was a 
prosperous community. If you look 

closely at t],e ],ouse in tI,e 
background, you can see tl,at t],e 
two-story ],ouse is also evidence of 

t],is prosperity. 

ON THE COVER 
Mt. Zion Baptist C],nrc], 

... I can see the little c],urch, sit'n 
by tlte railroad tracks, just a little 

old place, where we use to sing 
Amazing Grace, talk'n about a gam] 
time, a mig],t)" mig],ty, good time. 

I I I I 

This pamphlet is 
provided with funding 
through the Bowling 

Green 
Bicentennial 
Commission 

For more 
information about 

the Jonesville 
presentation, contact 

Maxine Ray at 
(502) 781-5659 

Tills is ,l Illll,lil'oliitlll of 
NMS rul,h~llill!t Co. 

A division of E,ulilquakc, Inc. 

11m ,.. .. , ~r<~l,J I')' sl"~m-U,' R,y 0 I'J'}"/ 
f,., NMS PuJ,h.ltill~ C .. _ All ri~l,!o ..... cmJ. 

JONESVILLE 

The Forgotten 
Community .. 

1881-1967 

. ",;.' 

. . . Remembered 

A presentation by 
Maxine I<ay 



Ti,e cllUreh was ti,e center of 

everything. Sunday mornings 

al":ays brought au I the best in 
everyone. Notice how well Jressed 

tllCY are in tI,is picture. 

The men of the churcl, were always 

out in force. They were ti,e leaders 
of the church. TI,ese were the most 

devotionleaJing, singing, and 

praying men in the world, at least to 
tllis COBUllUllity. 

This is a piclure of my family when I was a 

lillie girl living in Jonesville. It was the fond 
memories L1lat I have of Jonesville that made 

me want to share tl,is with ev"'yone. The sense 
of family that was shawl by this enlire 

community cannot be described in words. 

Jonesville was a place wl,ere business owners 

lived, chilJren played, families went to elmrch 

togcther, and land that Weslern Kentucky 

Universily, tben known as Western Kenlucky 
State College, wanted. In order for WKU to 

expand, Jonesville bad to cease to exist. 

- Maxine Ray 

Jonesville was a place of peaceful living, 
love ami harmony. 

- Marjorie Butts 

Tile pictures used in tbis presenl~tion are front 

the private collection of Matjorie Bulls ami 

Maxine Ray. Some will be donated 
to tlIe Kentucky Building on 

WKU's campus. At tl,is time they 

do not have any pictures tbat 
acknowledge ti,e existence of 

Jonesville. 
TI'is is just to remind some and 

introduce otbers to ti,e proud 

community of Jonesville. 

Tbis is tbe Jonesville School whicl, 

operate,1 as a county school. While 

it is not certain wben this school 

first opened its doors, sellOol census 

were documented in 1906. 
According to the Warren County 
School Board records, the school 

was in existence until 1910. 
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. . . Highlights of :Idi\'ities at Western Kentuck~" llnhersit~, 

Residents recall Jonesville 
Bv JASON RILEY 
The Dailv News 

Time may heal all wounds. but it 
can't totally erase the past. 

Especially with people like 
Maxine Ray around to remind us of 
it. Ray. a Rockfield resident. 
remembers a time when much of 
the Western Kentucky University 
campus from the parking structure 
to the overpass on Russellville 
Road was a close· knit black com­
munity called Jonesville. 

She remembers the bitterness 
residents felt when residents of 
Jonesville had to leave their 
homes. 

"We refused to sell our homes 
and businesses to (he university. so 
the state came in and condemned 
the property and forced us oU!." 
she said. ··They said it was a shanty 
town. but it wasn Or. There were 
some nice two story houses in 
Jonesville. For the time period. it 
was a nice place." 

But mostlv. she remembers the 
good ti~es tn the community she 
grew up In. 

·'It was the perfect community 
for us." Rav said. "We all owned 
our own p'roperty: we had two 
churches and several businesses. It 
was a very close-knit community. 
Evervbodv knew everYone else. we 
worked together. played rogether 
and cried IOgether.·· 

The Jonesville communi tv 
be2an in 1881 and ended with the 
sale of the last church in 1967. Rav 
grew up in Jonesville in the 1940·s 
when the community had 65 homes 

and between 400 and 500 people. 
She will be presenting 

"lonesville: The Forgotten Com­
munity ".1881-1967 ... Remem­
bered:' on Monday at the Ken­
tucky Museum at 11:30 a.m. 

"It is a part of Bowling Green's 
history that a lot of people don't 
know about and a lot of other peo­
ple have forgotten." she said. "But 
it is an important part of our histo­
ry." 

Admission to the presentation is 
free and everybody is welcome. 

Also on The Hill: • 
Two Black History' Month 

exhibits begin at the Kentucky 
Museum on Feb. I: "Jonesville 
Water Colors" by Ivan Wilson and 
"Church by the Side of the Road 
Collection: A Pictorial History of 
Bowling Green and Warren County 
Churches with an African-Ameri­
can Heritage" with photographs by 
James Walker. 

The exhibit "A Kind of Nobility: 
The Kentucky Orphan Brigade" 
runs Feb. 2 through July 31 at the 
Kentucky Museum. Opening activ­
ities will be at 9:30 a.m. Feb. 5. 
including an encampment of 75 
Civil War reenactors. 

The play "The Homecoming" by 
Harold Pinter runs Feb. 9-13 at 8 
p.m. and Feb. 14 at 3 p.m. in The· 
atre 100 in Gordon Wilson Hall. 
Admission is $3. Contact the The· 
atre and Dance Department. 

Today - SKTPA Team Penning 
begins at LD. Brown Agricultural 
Exposition Center and continues 
Sunday. 

At 3 p.m.. WKU swimming 
takes on Eastern Illinois at Preston 
Health and Activities Center. 

Al 7 p.m .. Lady Topper basket­
ball faces Arkansas State in E.A. 
Diddle Arena. 

Monday - "Jonesville: The 
Forgotten Community... 1881-
1967 ... Remembered:' a presenta­
tion of slides and photographs by 
Maxine Rav will be at II :30 a.m. 
in the Kentucky Museum Orienta­
tion Room. Free admission. 

A faculty/staff/student social. 
sponsored by the Association of 
Black Students will be at 6: 15 p.m. 
in Downing University Center 
Room 310. This is a Black History 
Month event. 

At 7:30 p.m. the lecture "Racism 
101" by Nikki Giovanni will be 
presented in Downing University 
Center Theatre. This Black History 
Month event will be followed by a 
book signing and reception. 

Tuesday - An Electronic 
Research Workshop sponsored by 
Universiry Libraries will be at 5:30 
p.m. in Helm Library Room 108. 

At 7 p.m .. Hilitopper basketball 
faces off against Louisiana Tech in 
E.A. Diddle Arena. 

Thursday - At 7 p.m .. Hilltop­
per basketball takes on Florida 
International in E.A. Diddle Arena. 

Feb. 6- The Kentucky High 
School Speech League Senior High 
Regional Tournament will be in 
Garrett Conference Center. 

At 8 a.m .. Star Events for Future . 
Homemakers of America will 
begin at the Academic Complex. 

A Weather 
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JONESVILLE 

In 1900 many of the African American residents of Bowling 
Green-Warren County lived in Jonesville, an area of approximately 30 
acres where Diddle Arena and L. T. Smith Stadiwn at Western 
Kentucky University are now located. Jonesville stretched between 
Big Red Way, then Russellville Road. and the railroad tracks, andfrom 
Dogwood Drive to the railroad underpass. 

Docwnentation gatheredfrom property deeds and interviews 
indicate that Jonesville was founded byfreed slaves soon after the Civil 
War. According to former residents, Jonesville was named after 
"Grandma" Jones, who probably owned a lot of property in the area. 

The 65 homes in Jonesville, most of which were one story 
shotgun houses with large yards, were owned by residents. In the 
early 19005, many peoplefarmed and raised their own chickens, hogs, 
cows, ducks, and turkeys. Jonesville had at least one church. Mount 
Zion Baptist Church. and one school. Jonesville School. which 
belonged to the Warren Cotutty School System. 

The community included many resident owned businesses. 
Some of these businesses were Blewetts Dry Cleaning, Willis' Beauty 
Shop (19205). Withrow's Skating Rink. and Jesse Hutcherson's Little 
Pullman Barber Shop (1930's). In the 19405. more businesses 
appeared: Henry Calloway's Grocery Store. Max Blewett's Service 
Station, Audrey Bailey's Beauty Shop. Daniel and Walter Byrd Paper 
Hangers, Mae Wade's Restaurant, Elvis Loving's Barber Shop, Lel 
Parker's Restaurant, Van Meter Restaurant, Pryor's Cleaners. Earl D. 
White's Restaurant, Voss Seamstress Shop. Candy Halcomb Coal 
Company and Nancys Tea Room. In the 19505. Bill Walker's Skating 
Rink opened. 

Jonesville also had apartments and other properties fOT rent that 
became homesfor many Western students when the school opened its 
doors to blacks in the mid-19505. These students were not allowed to 
live in dorms tutti! the early 19605. 



In the early 19505, Jonesvi.Ue was designatedfor wDan renewal. 
The homes were classed as sub-sta.nd.ard andfrom 1955 to 1967, the 
Urban Renewal Commission purchased the entire area. MOst of the 
property was transferred to western Kentucky University. Black 
homeowners who had worked hard to purchase and niaintain tIieir . 
homes fowtd themselves at the mercy of a system interested. in 
acquiring the property through eminent domain. Although some 
landowners who sold their property in the late 19505 receivedfair 
value, most did not. 

On March 16, 1964, 300 Jonesville residents protested this 
wtfair treatment to the city council but they were ~ Within 
afew years, the JonesuiUe conuntinity was gone and its residents were 
forced to relocate to other areas in the northern part of the city or to 
public housing. 

Even though they were losing their homes, the hardest blow 
came in 1965 when.Mt. Zion Baptist Chw-ch, established in the late 
18005, was sold and torn down. The rrwney paid by Urban Renewal 
was not enough to build another chw-ch, so members and.fiiendsfrom 
across the state made donations to rebuild.Mt. Zion. Until a new . 
facility was built, western let the church members hold Swtd.ay 
rrwrning services in a classroom in the newly-built Diddle Arena. 
Evening services were conducted. at the home of a chw-ch member. 

Most members of the commun.ity had grown up together. They 
went to school together, played together, worked together and 
worshipped together. There may be little or no trace that it ever 
existed, but former residents have vivid memories and still tell stories 
about living in Jonesville. 
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students have Jonesville ties 
Many tidbits of local black histo· . 

ry, centering on tbe lost community 
of Joncs\,'iIle. connect to Bowling 
Green High School students. 

Forme, Warren Central High 
School student Nikita Stewart 
'became interested in Jones\'ille 
when a (eacher and native of the 
community describeo to her and olh· 
ers the tragic disappearance of the 
once thriving area. 

Stewart interviewed several peo­
ple and wrote an article for Western 
Kentucky University's student 
newspaper, the College Ileigh" 
Herald. 

Since then. the. internal interest in 
Jonesville has gone public and. dur­
ing Black History Month each Feb· 
ruaI)', SQmeone somewhere does a 
story or a presentation on the pe.(). 
pIe. the times and the place. But. 
almost invariably. (he preseol3tions 
focus on the lower end oLthe com­
munity. the part that stretched 
toward Russellville. 

There's more. 
Much. morC. 
Here', some history from the 

upper h(llf~ whi<:h Jed (0 downtown 

... 

Bowling 
Green 

CONTRJBUll~G C(lLl:M~IST 

Bowling Green. 
BGHS junior Tremayne Taylor's 

grandrather. Dan Taylor. owned a 
home in Jonesville on what now is 
part of Ihe Diddle Arena parking lot. 
Sanita.tion trucks bearing his name 
still run the streets of Bowling 
Green. 

The elder Taylor remem~rs 
JonesvUJe residents as Christian. 
hard· working families. 

"The peop1e were friendly and 
helpful to each olher. They were like 
one big family of folk, all Striving 
for a better day and enjoying the 
journey." he said. 

The late Henry K. Alexander 
lived in Joncs\'iIle. He, along with 

the lale Doug Withrow, grandfather 
of BOHS senior Daniel Withrow, 
filed the lawsuit that first integrated 
Bowling Green scbools; 

Harry Taylor, who is Alexander's 
uncle and a cousin of BGHS sopho' 
more Kamman, Taylor, was a black 
musician who owned and played aU 
musical instruments - woodwinds, 
strings, brass, perclission. etc. 

Today. life~sized framed pho· 
tographs of Harry Taylor travel the 
state museums and h~ve been on 
loan to The Kentucky Museum on 
Western's campus. His. sis1er Ludlle 
was a mortician. and thdf cousin 
Wilma Blackburn was a florist 
whose waxed flower displays deco­
rated many homes. 

Their nephew Lockwood Alexan· 
der was a young entrepreneuJ who 
owned and operated a grocery store 
that served the wmmunity. 

He ga ye it up to nephew Henry 
Calloway when he opened a black 
taxicab station and a small reslau· 
rant on Main Street. 

That restaurant is pictured in 
"Families Histories of Bowling 
Grt;en."· Brother Tom Alexander and 

._.-.... __ .-

cousin Ireland Hobson owned ~nd 
operated a restaurant across town. 

Separating upper from lower 
Jonesville was Audrey Bailey's 
Beauty Shop. which was patronired 
by folk. from allover BOWling 
Green. 

Will Taylor. father of Henrittta 
Taylor - who is related to BOBS 
senior Celeste Sears - had a smaU 
farm where Downing University 
Center now stands. Mount Zion 
Baptist Church sLood near where 
L.T. Smith Stadium now is. 

Tremayne Taylor said he has 
learned much about Bowling 
Greeo's black history, 

"In Ibe early part ortms centulY. a 
lot of black people in lonesville 
owned their own homes and had 
their own business," he said, "Liv­
ing in the shadow of WKU w", not 
all bad. 

Being exposed to Ihe sporls 
around no daubl inspired UncJe Ron 
in his interest in athletic,." 

Other BGHS students also 1mY< 
ties to Jom:~:s"ilIe, 

There's much 10 lite slor),. 
Much more, 



Makina 'lfistory 
"Go and do it You can do it" The advice of Maxine Ray is spoken 

from experience. 
As a graduate student in the Folk Studies program at Western, Maxine 

knows being a non-traditional student is a struggle. For Maxine Ray 
however, it is also a story of personal triumph. 

Born in 1945, Maxine Ray grew up in a segregated Bowling Green. 
Though she lived at the foot of campus, Maxine never thought about 
going to Western. Maxine's family was part of the Jonesville 
community, a thriving African American neighborhood destroyed by 
the Urban Renewal Program. As a child, Maxine enjoyed neighborhood 
birthday parties, baseball games and weenie roasts. Her family attended 
Mt Zion Baptist Church, where, as she remembers, "Night services 
were the biggest crowd. A lot of the ladies worked in white homes. 
They had to give the breakfast and lunch meals on Sundays so they 
didn't get off work until after lunch." 

out the papers, thinking I wouldn't be accepted, or maybe 1 was too 
old, but I got a letter back that I was accepted and I said, 'OK. This is 
going to be good.'" By taking one or two night classes ata time Maxine 
completed two full years of college. 

Maxine's last day at Fruit of the Loom was Novermber 25th, 1984. 
As she recalls, "You were just working everyday not knowing if it was 
going to be your last day. It really got hostile in the plant and people's 
nerves were on edge. The day they came in and told us that when We 
finished our line the plant was closed, I said 'Yes'." 

After Maxine was laid off, she found out she qualified for a special 
government dislocated workers program and could get two years paid 
college tuition. It was a real break for her as she recalls, "I thought­
great- now I can finish school. I knew there were grants, but I was 
afraid my age would prevent me from being eligible. I didn't know 
about non-traditional student status." 

"We were not rich with money, but we were rich in pride and character." 
- Maxine Ray 

A lot of women alsc worked on campus, as Maxine recalls, "People 
who worked at Western made good money and it was a safe place to 
work. The ladies could walk to work and take lunch at home." Maxine 
went a number of times with her grandmother who cleaned in the training 
school. Jonesville was a hard working community where people looked 
out for each other. As Maxine explains, "It was a precious community. 
You had to live there to understand. We were not rich with money, but 
we were rich in pride and character." 

The loss of their homes and the community was devastating to families 
in Jonesville. Maxine remembers, "Western tried to buy the property but 
people didn't want to sell. For retired people living on social security, it 
was their property, their house, and they wanted to keep it Western went 
to the State and that began a process where the State would come in and 
condemn the property. You had to take what they offered you for it So 
around 1955, Urban Renewal allowed property to be bought by the State 
and they sold it to Western. The last piece of property sold in 1967." 

While a justified resentruent is common among former residents, 
Maxine has found her own peace with Western. "I see it as history, it 
happened and there is nothing we can do to change it The people of 
Jonesville fought long and hard the best way they knew how to fight. It 
was the late 50s, integration was just starting in the country and you 
didn't know you could hire a lawyer to come in and fight for you." 

Maxine was married and a mother of three children before she finished 
her high school degree. In between working, PTA meetings and Little 
Leagne garnes, Maxine took night classes for the GED offered at her 
children's elementaty school. "My children motivated me. I set very 
high standards of myself for my children. I never wanted them to see me 
drunk, or behaving badiy and I wanted them to see me finish school to 
know that it could be done." 

By 1978, Maxine was working at Fruit of the Loom as an examiner. 
One day, she saw an advertisement for Western and it peaked her interest 
so she filled out an application. As Maxine tells it, "I went and filled 

Maxine's first class at Western was African American Studies which 
triggered her interest in Bowling Green's Black History. As she says, 
"I started thinking about how Bowling Green was losing all of its 
Black History" So, she began writing papers about Jonesville and 
received a lot of encouragement from her professors. Her research 
progressed until, as Maxine says, "I had several papers, I knew my 
mom had photos in shoeboxes under the bed and I decided to do 
something with it." 

Gerting her first degree was a monumental event for Maxine. As she 
tells the story, "It was very special to me in December 1998 when I got 
my degree because the ceremony was held in Diddle Arena and that is 
aimoston the exact spot I was born. I was super excited. Ijust thought, 
maybe I've done something my ancestors wanted me to do. By the 
time I got my diploma I was in real tears, it was so sentimental. First 1 
had thought I would never have the chance to go to college. And then 
1 get there and I felt like all of my ancestors were there cheering me on 
for doing this, for remembering them and not lerting the memory of 
themdie.n 

For Maxine, preserving the history of Jonesville has been a labor of 
love. She wrote and received a research grant from the Bowling Green 
Bicentennial Commission. She presented a slide show at the Kentucky 
Museum for Black History Month. Most recently, Maxine has worked 
with Western Kentucky University to have an historical marker 
commemorating Jonesville put up near Diddle Arena Her plans for 
the future include a pictorial history of Jonesville and finishing her 
Master'S degree. After that ... who knows what the future holds. Once 
Maxine puts her mind to it however, you can bet it will happen .• 

- Story by Shelly Drummond 
Photos courtesy of Maxine Ray 

SOUTH CENTRAL KENTUCKY'S MAGAZINE 



COMING FUll CIRClE- From top left comer, clockwise 

Maxine poses at 3 years old. Notice WKU's Tennis Courts in the background. 

The Butts Family -l to R: father Othello, mother Marjorie, Maxine and sister 
Vivian pose in front of family home in Jonesville, 1948. 

l to R: Maxine, 7, grandfather Robert Edison and VIVian, 14. This photo, taken in 
1952, reveals WKU's old Agricultural Bam on the outskirts of Jonesville. 

Maxine was born in this, her grandmothers house. The house and car tell of 
Jonesville's prosperity. Diddle Arena now stands where this house once did. 

In the Jonesville of 
Maxine's childhood the 
church was the center 
of everything. This 
photo from 1943 shows 
the members of Mt 
Zion Baptist Church in 
their Sunday best 
lA1lile the building was 
destroyed, the church 
thrives still today. 

Ancestors and family 
look on as an emotional 
Ray receives her degree 
from WKU. The 
ceremony was held in 
Diddle Arena, almost on 
the exact spot where 
she was born. 
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1'rpr.1, 2co\ 
• Jonesville, a 
. once thriving small 
. community, gets 
its place in history 
By STEVE GAINES 
The Daily News 
sgaines@bgdailynews.com!783-3268 

Jonesville once was a tight-knit 
black community in Green. 
but it disappeared 
when the state 
bought its land 
for Western Ken­
tucky University 
in 1968. 

Jonesville will 
have its place in 
history marked 
1\Jesday when 
the state installs a 
historic marker Daily News/Joe lmel 
where the com-
munity was estab- Jonathan Jef­
lished in 1881. . frey, special 

The commUDI- collections 
~ e':'am~ librarian at 
where EA Did- the Kentucky 
die Arena· now Ubrary, shciWs 
stands to the rail- a collection of 
:!~~~ pictures. I I from 

Maxine Ray, a Jonesvi .e, a 
Western graduate community 
student in folk- that was dis­
lore Studies, grew placed when 
up in Jonesville Westem Ken-
and has VlVld U . 
memories of life tucky nlver­
there_ sity expanded. 

~ .. 
. -. 

"There were 
67 homes in Jonesville that just went 
~ut of existence," Ray said. "It was 
JUSt a real close-knit community." 

Jonesville was like a small Bowling 
Green. she said. 

"There were two churches - Mowlt 
Zion and Salters Cbapel- two grocexy 
stores, three beauty shops, an elemen­
tarY school and several businesses in 
Jonesville," Ray said. "We bad every~ 
thing we needed right there. " 

But an UIban renewal prognun c0n­
demned the property. 

"Wben we wouldn't sell, the state 
came in and condemned the property;' 
Ray said. "Urban Renewal sold the 
property to Western for its expansion 
plan..n 

Growing up in the segregated 
South, Ray and her friends were 
barred from many of Bowling Green's 
recreational areas, so they made do 
with what they bad in Jonesville. 

"Our parents made sure we bad 
recreation," Ray said. "Because of 
segregation, you couldn't go many 

.pJaces." 
Ray said she really didn't know 

what was on the other side of TIle Hill. 
"We bad everything we needed in 

the community," she said. "We were 
really protected and sheltered there." 

Ray bas worked for the past year 
and a half to get a historical marker for 
Jonesville. The ceremony dedicating 
the marker will he at 2 p.m. 1\Jesday at 
University Boulevard and Big Red 
Way. . 
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KENTUCKY HISTORICAL HIGHWAY MARKER 

Marker #2052 

JONESVILLE 

This African Amarican community 
was founded after the Civil War. 
/I was bordered by Dogwood Dr., 
Russellville Road, and the reilroad 
tracks. The community grew to 
include severel hundred residents, 
an elementary school, businesses, 
and two churches. Frame and 
hand-hewn stone houses lined 
the streets of Jonesville. 
Presented by Western Kentucky University 

JONESVILLE 

The lives of most residents of this 
close African American community 
revolved around church, school 
and family activities. In the 
late 1950s Jonesville was one of 
two areas In Bowling Green 
designated for urban renewal. By 
1968 the state had acquired the 
land and sold it to the university. 
Presented by Western Kentucky University 

Location: Western Kentucky University campus, 
University Boulevard & US 68/80, 
Bowling Green, Warren County 

Welcome 

Invocation 

Music 

Remarks 

Dedication Address 

Comments 

Music 

Unveiling of Marker 

PROGRAM 

Dr. Gary Ransdell, President 
Western Kentucky University 

Rev. Porter Bailey 
First Baptist Church, Rockfield 

John Edmonds 

Dianne Wells, Manager 
Historical Highway Marker Program 
Kentucky Historical Society 

Sandy Jones, Mayor 
City of Bowling Green 

Mike Buchanon, Judge Executive 
Warren County 

Jonathan Jeffery 
Special Collections/Kentucky Library 

Lancie Meredith, Branch Manager 
Traffic and Permits 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 

Bobby W. A ustin, President & CEO 
Village Foundation 

Maxine Ray, Jonesville Historian 
Graduate Student WKU 

John Edmonds 

Jonesville Descendants 
Fanny M Loving, Marjorie Butts, 
Dan Taylor, Herschel Austin, Sr. 



BO~It<G GREEN 
Marker honors 
old black community 

A Kentucky Historical Soci­
ety high\ira,ymarker was un­
veiled yesterday at Western 
Kentucky University in honor 

of the black community of 
JonesVille, which once existed 
where part of the campus is lo­
cated today. 'e J 

Jonesville was "our strip of 
heaven," former resident Bob­
by W. Austin S<>id at the cere-
mony. qpi/C'/. 

The marker notes that the 
community was founded after 
the Civil War. It also says that 
in the late 1950s, Jonesville 
was designated for urban re­
newal and that by 1968, the 
state had acquired the land and 
sold it to the university. 

WKU used the 3D-plus acres 
for Diddle Arena, Smith Stadi­
um and other facilities. 
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Tiny community's 
roots remembered 
By the Daily News 

A Kentucky Historical Soci­
ety Highway Marker was 
unveiled Tuesday on Western 
Kentucky University's campus 
to remember the black commu­
nity that once thrived in the area 
near University Boulevard and 
Big Red Way. 

Jonesville was "our strip of 
heaven:' former resident Bobby 
W. Austin said in dedicating the 
marker. 

"In our hearts we will carry 
always the love. the dedication. 
the patience and the goodwill of 
the citizens of Jonesville," 
Austin said. 

Austin. a WKU alumnus and 
president of Village Foundation. 
also paid tribute to Jonesville 
historian Maxine Ray, a WKU 
graduate student. for her dili­
gence in making Tuesday's cer­
emony a reality and in keeping 
the community's history alive. 

The text on one side of the 
Jonesville historical marker 

reads: "This African American 
community was founded after 
the Civil War. It was bordered 
by Dogwood Drive. Russellville 
Road and the railroad tracks. 

The community grew to 
include several hundred resi­
dents. an elementary school. 
businesses and tWO churches. 
Frame and hand-hewn stone 
houses lined the streets of 
Jonesville .. , 

The other side reads: "The 
lives of most residents of this 
close African American commu­
nity revolved around church. 
school and family activities. 

In the late 1950s, Jonesville 
was one of two areas in Bowling 
Green designated for urban 
renewal. By 1968, the state had 
acquired the land and sold it to 
the university ... · 

Western used the 30-plus 
acres to build Diddle Arena, 
Smith Stadium and other facili­
ties. 

Daily NeWS/Clinton Lewis 

Maxine Ray (above) 
talks about her time 
growing up in Jonesville. 
Some of the communi­
ty's oldest residents (top 
photo) including Fanny 
M. Loving (from left), 
Herschel Austin Sr., Dan 

. Taylor and Marjorie Butts 
. read the new marker. 



Freeport endangered 
by transpark project 

I would fIrst like to applaud 
Maxine Ray and others for 
their work and dedication in 
seeing to it that the story of 
jonesville is not forgotten. 

While from one perspective, 
there is little that can make up 
for the tragic transformation 
of the Jonesville community 
into spons fIelds and parking 
lots, the recent dedication cer­
emony for the jonesville his­
torical marker is a signifIcant 
step in establishing 
Jonesville's place in local his­
tory. 

For those who were unable 
to attend the. ceremony, I 
should also add that it, was a 
particularly curious and ironic 
display by Bowling Green 
Mayor Sandy Jones. Warren 
County Judge-Executive Mike 
Buchanon, and Western 

Kentucky University 
President Gary Ransdell. 

On one hand. they are cele-
, brating "the spirit of 

Jonesville" while on the other, 
actively supporting the 
destruction of the next 
Jonesville: The community of 
Freeport." ' 

Freeport·is' a small African­
American COmmunitY estab­
lished, like JonesVille, at the 
end of the Civil War. 

Whereas Jonesville was in 
the way of the expansion of 
WKU, Freeport, .located just 
outside of Oakland, lies 
directly in tiie path of the 
Inter-Modal Transportation 
Authority's (ITA) proposed 
Kentucky Trimodal Transpark. 
The transpark would eventual­
ly be a 4,OOO-acre industrial 
park with (an) attached air­
port. 

Unlike Jonesville, it is not 
yet too late to halt the destruc­
tion of Freeport. 

For those who don't want to 
see Freeport (or Oakland) 
turned into ·a.historical marker 
by a project, ...... let Buchanon, 
Jones and Ransdell know how 
you feel. To them we should 
say. ~Freeport not Airport!" 

Josh Niesse 
Bowling Green 

APR 25 200l 
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Bowling Green r~ident Maxine Ray stands on a hilt overlooking what used to be Jonesville. The black community thrived for. almost a 
century before being transformed by urban renewal and eventually taken up by Western Kentucky University's ~rts faci~ .. 

~ 

P. 
icture a community where doors could 
stay unlocked and strangers were wel­

comed for a heaping helping of South­
ern hospitality. including :J. meal and :J. 

place to sleep. • 
The entire community raises its children. 

They Can play an)'V.'here in the neighborhood 
and. if they get into mischief. their po.rents will 
know about it before the children get home. 

Black History Month 
: ': ') I! :1 ! i: .. ' f n A.' t N ! 11 \. k v 

A five-part Daily News series 
looking at historic black communities. .-( 

Inside: 50th anniversary of Brown 
v. Board of Education brings added 
enthusiasm to Black Historv Month. 

Page llA 

The church is the cemer of the ~ conununitv 
and the neighborhood's residents learn aoout 
everything from Bible stories to etlquerte. 
Families !:!ather there for various fun Jctiviues. 
including-wiener roosts. where people sund 
v.;th uIl1"Oveled clothes hangers. hOI do~s stuck 

for the former ~onununitv. ·"To us, it was the 
perfect plo.ce:' " 

A historical marker on u~~~~;,s~~i~:~~~~l unveiled in 2001, is all that 
Jonesvifle community. on the tips over an open flre. • 

It may seem like a fantaSy to people todav, 
but to the residents of Jonesville - .:l blac"k 
community that thrived in the orea ncar Uni­
versity Boulevard and Big Red Way from 188l 
to 1967 - it was a reality. 

··My mother always called it 'God's linle 
acre.' .. scid Maxine Ray. a former Jonesville 
residem who worked to get state recognition 

Established :liter the Civil War. Jonesville 
ran from Dogwood Drive to the railroad under­
pass. it had a Methodist and a Baptist church. 
grocery stores. three beauty shops. a restau­
ram. ice house. gas station. dentist. several 
stonemasons and its own sanitation pick-up. 

.. It was a community of entrepreneurs:' said 
the Re ..... Porter W. Bailey, a former Jonesville 
resident who is now pastor or FU'St Baptist 

Rockfield. "My mother had a 
You had anything you wanted." 

1haI: was important to a 
existed durin2 the 
couldn't go to many 
es and facilities that weren't 
nities. and they couldn"t 

SA 
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JONESVILLE, from 1A -----
Western Kentucky University, 
where many Jonesville residents -
including Butts and Ray - wod:ed. 

"We weren't allowed in the 
Boys Qub and Girls Qub," Ray 
said. "So all extracurricular activi­
ties centered around the church. 
We had mother-daughter teas, 
father -son banquets. They taught 
etiquette." 

Police didn't have any reason to 
go to Jonesville, Bailey said. 

'We had no keys to houses. We 
dido't bave to lock up cars," he 
said. "It was a very respectable 
neighborhood. and people respect­
edyOlL" 

Parents in Jonesville made sure 
that their children dido't want for 
anything, said MaIjorie Butts, 
Ray's mother. 

"They dido't bave the finest 
things, but they bad everything 
they needed." she said. 

Butts remembered holiday cele­
brations in Jonesville. She and her 
family would bave five days of 
Christmas dinners in a different 
relaJive's horne each night. On 
July 4, they would marl< festivities 
with Watermelon and a case of soft 
drinks. 

"I still do that." she said. 
Former Jonesville resident 

Nedra Smith said she used to enjoy 
the free weekly show put on by the 
Or Pepper Co. 

'They picked a neighborhood 

.... "', 

and put up a screen in the clearing 
and showed movies.·' she said. 

The key to the community's 
success was community. 

"The family ties - everybody 
that came out of there chetished 
that." he said. "Jonesville made 
men and women out of us." 

That mature strength was need­
ed in the late 1950., when every- -
thing in Jonesville came to a halt. 

The community was one of two 
areas in Bowling Green designated 
for uroan renewal, and by 1968, 
the state bad acquired the land and 
sold it to the growing university. 
Jonesville's 30-plus acres ended 
up being used to buildDiddle 
Arena. Smith Stadiwn and other 
facilities. 

"It was like you were waking up 
in a nighonare," Ray said. 
"Nobody wanted to sell We bad 
no choice. The state came in to 
condemn the property, but there 
were no shotgun houses. 00 slums. 
Everybody owned their property. 
They were kept up." 

Butts wimessed the demolition 
of one of the churches and the dev~ 
astated te3rs that streamed down 
the faces of others from Jon<isville 
who had come to see the last 
moments of their neighborhood. 

"They bulldozed the church to 
the railroad tracks and set it on 
fire." she said. pushing her bands 
in the motion of the big machinery. 

\~ 

Life went on. though. as 
Jonesville residents found new 
homes and new lives. 

"A lot of people benered them­
selves. bad better homes." Bailey 
said. "Most of the people I knew 
had some coUege. None of them 
went to jail" 

Now all that's left of Jonesville 
is a historical ma.rker, erected in 
2001, that reads: ''This African 
American community was found~ 
ed after t)le Civil War, It was bor­
dered by Dogwood Drive, Rnssel-

, . 
". 

'. " ". " 

. -- ... ..;.:., .:.:. 

!ville Road and the railroad 
tracks. 

'The lives of most residents of 
this close African American com­
munity revolved around church. 
school and family activities:' 

Despite the disappearance of the 
community. Jonesville continues 
to live in the hearts of its former 
residents. ,. 

'<rve lived an over the country. 
but there·, no place like 
Jonesville." Bailey said. ''This is 
home for me." ~ 

, . 

, 

-. 
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