Confederates in OUR Attic

A Campus Conversation

The WKU Diversity, Equity, & Inclusive Workgroup
hosts “Confederates in OUR Attic,” a Deliberative
Dialogue concerning named campus buildings.
Should we rename buildings named after slave-
owners? Should we end the tradition of naming
campus buildings, period? Should we consider these
buildings named after slave-owners simply part of
our history? Are there other options?

What IS Deliberative Dialogue?

Deliberative workshops are facilitated group
discussions that provide participants with the
opportunity to consider an issue in depth, challenge
differing opinions, and develop views/arguments to
reach an actionable position. These workshops are
similar to focus groups, although there tends to be
more focus on deliberation. Each session will last
approximately two hours.

“Deliberative dialogue is a form of discussion aimed
at finding the best course of action. Deliberative
questions take the form "What should we do?" The
purpose is not so much to solve a problem or
resolve an issue as to explore the most promising
avenues for action.” (Scott London).

“How does this dialogue

work?”

Participants will be given an issue guide to
review prior to the workshop as well as a
shorter form that frames the questions to be
discussed. In groups, moderators will lead
breakout sessions in civil conversations
around the issue of WKU named buildings. The
actionable position of each group will be share
with all participants at the conclusion of the
workshop.

“Dates & Times”

Session 1: October 9, 2:30pm - 4:30pm
Session 2: November 19, 4:30pm - 6:30pm

(Zoom links and material will be sent prior to
the sessions)



http://scott.london/reports/dialogue.html

SLAVERY AND CONFEDERATE CONNECTIONS
ROBERT OGDEN, PLEASANT J. POTTER, CHARLES J. VAN METER
By David Lee, WKU University Historian

Slavery played an important role in the early history of Warren County, Kentucky. In 1860, the county had a
total population of 17,320 people of whom 5,318 were enslaved, about 30% of the county’s residents. The
1860 Census listed 792 Warren County residents as slaveholders. The county was also home to 203 free Black
people. The production of tobacco was by far the largest agricultural enterprise in the county, and river
commerce was a growing part of the local economy. Both made extensive use of enslaved labor. The builders
of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, which connected those two cities through Bowling Green, also used

enslaved labor.

Robert Ogden

Born into a slave holding Virginia family in 1796, Ogden came to Warren County, Kentucky, in 1815. “Robert
Ogden’s sole aim in life,” his step-daughter Angela Rochester Strange wrote, “was to die rich.” Ogden had
limited success in reaching that goal until he married Georgianna MacDowell Rochester, a wealthy widow, in
1836. The couple had a child who died within a year, and Georgianna herself died in 1839. Although
Georgianna had three surviving children from her first marriage, one of them, Angela Rochester Strange,
remembered, “Through kindness, [Ogden] won the confidence of the children, giving him the opportunity of
handling unmolested, the property, so he did die rich.” Ogden invested successfully in land and horses, and
slavery played a major role in his prosperity. Strange estimated that Ogden and the Rochester children
collectively owned about 200 slaves. The 1860 Federal Census shows Ogden himself enslaving about 40 people.
That same census recorded his personal wealth as $125,000, including the value of the people he was

enslaving. Ogden died in 1873.

The 1870 United States Census described Ogden as a “retired farmer” with a personal wealth of $70,000. That
same year, Ogden prepared a detailed will that included bequests to several individuals, including $500 to “my
old trusty and tried former slaves Charles and Charlotte his wife,” $500 in trust “for the use and benefit of a
blind colored boy named Beverly son of my former slave Eliza,” five bonds of $1000 each to be placed in trust
“for the use and benefit of my former servant colored woman Ellen mother of Tom and Victoria,” and $20,000
to be invested by the trustees “for the use and benefit of Tom and Victoria son and daughter of the aforesaid

”

colored woman Ellen . . ..

Ogden directed that the bulk of his estate go to create a college. Although he expressed a preference for a
men’s school, he left the decision about building a school for men or women in the hands of his executors. In
either case, the school should be named for him. He further directed that $50,000 go toward acquiring land

and constructing buildings, but he also directed that a portion of his estate be used to provide tuition




scholarships for students. Although he insisted that “l do not mean to express any prejudice against any citizen
of Kentucky who may be of foreign birth,” Ogden stipulated that the tuition scholarships should only go to “the

children of native born white American Citizens.”

Ogden’s will surprised his family and stirred some resentment. “He was a self-made man and took pride in
telling he never rubbed against a college wall,” Angela Strange wrote. “Six weeks numbered the extent of his
school days.” Strange clearly resented her step-father’s action: “’Ogden College’ is endowed to perpetuate his
memory, which may be considered an honor, but which we do not enjoy, considering we were robbed to

accomplish that honor, so let his name slide.”

Ogden’s decision to use his wealth to start a school may reflect the influence of his friend and attorney,
William Voltaire Loving. As a young man, Loving studied at the University of Virginia and claimed to have been
the last person to leave Thomas Jefferson’s grave site after Jefferson’s funeral in 1826. In his history of Ogden
College, James Cornette speculates that Loving and his son, Hector V. Loving shaped Robert Ogden’s thinking
about financing a school. Ogden’s will named the Lovings as executors of his estate, and Hector Loving became

the first Ogden College Regent.

Ogden College opened in 1877 with about a hundred students. At least two of its most influential and longest-
serving faculty members were Confederate Army veterans. William Perry, a Confederate Brigadier, taught
English and History at Ogden for eighteen years, and William Obenchain, a junior officer who served as an
engineer in the Confederate Army, taught Math for thirty-eight years. Obenchain also served as Ogden’s
President from 1883 to 1906.

Ogden’s enrollment was always small, and its financial situation became increasingly precarious, especially
after the state established Western Kentucky State Normal School near the Ogden campus in Bowling Green.
By the 1920s, the college also faced serious accreditation issues. In 1927, the boards of the two schools agreed
to a merger, and the Ogden trustees leased the land and buildings rent-free to what was by then Western
Kentucky State Normal School and Teachers College. The original twenty-year lease took effect on January 1,
1928, and was renewed in 1947 for another ten years, and another ten in 1956. When Western began planning
the construction of a new science building a few years later, however, the institution was cautious about
initiating a major construction project on land it did not own, so it sought a longer lease period. A new
agreement that took effect on June 1, 1960, established a ninety-nine year lease expiring on May 31, 2059. In
connection with the new lease agreement, Ogden Foundation officials sought to clarify the legal status of the
will’s restrictions regarding “native born white American Citizens.” Accordingly, they filed suit in Warren

Circuit Court, and Special Judge Parker Duncan ruled that provision was no longer legal.

Pleasant J. Potter

Potter was born in Warren County in 1820. His father, Frederick, began to acquire slaves in the 1820s, and the
boy grew up in a slave holding family. In 1860, Frederick Potter owned twenty-two slaves, and the 1860 Census

estimated his worth at nearly $100,000. In 1845, Pleasant Potter married Julia Hill, also from a slaveholding
3




family. By 1850, at the age of thirty, Pleasant Potter owned six slaves, and he also owned six slaves in 1860.
That year he had an estimated wealth of about $26,000. Potter was a farmer and surveyor, and he also took an
active role in public affairs and economic development throughout his life. He served as Warren County
Sheriff, as Bowling Green Water Commissioner, and as a member of the General Assembly. A champion of the
Louisville & Nashville Railroad, he served on the L&N board and invested in Bowling Green Woolen Mills which

was managed by his nephew.

Potter opened Potter’s Bank in 1869. Occasionally making philanthropic gifts, he purchased a downtown
theatre in 1887 and renamed it the Potter Opera House, and he supported the construction of a new Methodist
Church on State Street. His most notable gift, however, came in the field of education for women. In 1889,
Bowling Green was struggling to provide education opportunities for young people, particularly young women.
When Cedar Bluff College in Woodburn closed, a group of men set about establishing another school for young
women in the Bowling Green area. Using a process that was common at the time, they drew in investors by
selling subscriptions in the enterprise for $25. When their fundraising efforts fell short, the group approached
Potter about increasing his subscription. At that time, Potter also served on the board of Henry Hardin
Cherry’s Southern Normal School. He agreed to provide $5000, an amount that made the project viable. At
that time, Potter had eight granddaughters, which perhaps made him particularly sympathetic to this project.
The other investors expressed their appreciation by giving the new school Potter’s name—Potter College for

Young Ladies.

Like Ogden College, Potter College struggled with enrollments and finances, and it closed in 1909 only twenty
years after its founding. By that time, the President of the newly established state normal school, Henry
Hardin Cherry, had decided to move the school away from downtown, and he settled on the Potter College
location on Vinegar Hill. The state purchased the Potter College campus including its two buildings—Recitation
Hall and the President’s Home—as well as some surrounding land in 1909. With the completion of what is now

Van Meter Hall, the normal school moved to the new location on February 4, 1911.

Potter died in Bowling Green in 1915.

Charles J. Van Meter

Van Meter was born into a Warren County slaveholding family in 1826. His father, Jacob Van Meter, owned 21
slaves in 1860 and operated substantial farming interests. For a time, Charles Van Meter managed his father’s
farms, including his enslaved labor force. In 1856, Van Meter, with his brother and an associate, built a
steamboat and developed a very successful river transportation business headquartered in Bowling Green. The
1860 Census recorded his personal wealth as $13,000. When the Civil War began, Van Meter served the
Confederate Army as a civilian contractor transporting provisions and mail to Confederate forces. Van Meter’s
steamboat business flourished after the war, making him wealthy. In 1878, he married Kate Moss Woodall. Her
four brothers served in the Confederate Army, one of whom was killed in action. Both Van Meter and his wife

were active in Lost Cause organizations after the war. Kate Van Meter served for many years as President of




the Bowling Green chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy. Charles Van Meter provided financial
support to the Jefferson Davis Home Association, an organization seeking to memorialize Davis at his birthplace

in Todd County, Kentucky.

Van Meter provided important financial support for the Southern Normal School and Western Kentucky State
Normal School, support that earned the gratitude of President Henry Hardin Cherry. When a disastrous fire in
1899 destroyed the school’s building, Van Meter’s financial support made possible the construction of a
distinctive castle-like structure that housed the school until it moved to the Hill in 1911, a gift that President
Cherry said made it possible for the school to survive. When Western Kentucky State Normal School opened in
1906, Van Meter received the largely honorary title of Chancellor. At a chapel session in1908, a Western
student, Herman L. Donovan, presented Van Meter with a cane symbolizing how the school had leaned on him.
A few years later, the school named the auditorium in the new building on its hilltop campus for him. The
building as a whole was named for him in 1968 with the Board of Regents noting in particular a financial gift of
$5000 that Van Meter had made “at the beginning of Western’s life as a public institution.” When Van Meter
died in 1913, Henry Hardin Cherry served as a pallbearer.
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University Archivist Suellyn Lathrop provided a great deal of information including a copy of Robert Ogden’s
will, obituaries of Potter and Van Meter, and a letter from Herman Lee Donovan to Kelly Thompson describing
the cane presentation.

THE PRECEDENT:
What have other campuses done?

NOTE: There are dozens of these cases. The following are highlighted for examples only. The text of the
articles, news reports/stories, webpages are copied full-text and linked.

George Mason University:

Full-text Article copied from Diverse Issues in Higher Education

by Sara Weissman

Four years ago, at George Mason University, Black students in the honors college started asking questions: Who
were the slaves of George Mason IV, the 18th-century Virginia lawmaker whose name marks the school, and
what were their lives like?

Those discussions turned into a research program, which culminated in the Enslaved People of George Mason
Memorial Project, a plan to add monuments commemorating George Mason IV’s slaves in the center of campus
next year.

“The lives and experiences of these individuals have just been, in some ways, erased or forgotten about,” said
Julian Williams, George Mason University’s vice president of inclusion and diversity. “These were people. They
were human beings, and they just happened to have been born at a time when they were enslaved. But they
still have stories, and what we wanted to do is to help bring their stories to the forefront.”

In 2016, when students started to interrogate the legacy of the school’s namesake, history professors Dr.
Benedict Carton and Dr. Wendi Manuel-Scott were eager to foster students’ curiosity. They applied for an
undergraduate research grant through the university to run a 2017 summer program aimed at uncovering the
lost histories of the more than 100 slaves that George Mason IV owned.

Five undergraduates from different majors came together to tackle the project. They read 15 books over the
course of two weeks to get a grasp on the history of slavery in Virginia before each student took on their own
research focus.

Then, “we let them loose,” said Manuel-Scott. After trips to courthouses and archives, the group rejoined to
present their findings and created a website to share them with the public.

“The types of questions that students were bringing to the archives created new discoveries because they were
centering questions that centered Black lives and Black experiences,” she said.

Impressed with students’ work, the project was fresh in Manuel-Scott’s mind when she gave a keynote speech
for incoming freshmen that August. When she mentioned the program in her address as an exemplar of



https://diverseeducation.com/article/170528/
https://diverseeducation.com/article/author/sweissman/

undergraduate research, the university’s president at the time, Dr. Angel Cabrera asked for a meeting with the
students.

They showed him around Gunston Hall, George Mason IV’s historic home, and “shared their dreams out loud,”
Manuel-Scott said, to have their research leave a lasting mark on campus through a memorial. Then, “the stars
aligned in the most beautiful way.”

It so happened that the university was already planning a redesign for the center of campus, Wilkins Plaza. So,
the memorial - designed with the help of architects, historians and public art experts plus student feedback -
was added to the plans.

Manuel-Scott described the future memorial as “multiple moments of reflection.” Life-size bronze panels will
commemorate Penny, a 10-year-old girl enslaved at Gunston Hall, and James, George Mason IV’s personal
servant, with the names of other slaves inscribed. A statue of George Mason IV already on campus will be put
on a brick base which includes a model of a brick found on his property with a slave’s thumbprint. It’ll also
feature quotes that showcase the paradox of his writings about freedom and his slave ownership.

At a school like George Mason, where 40% of students are people of color, “so many members of our
community have identities that have been marginalized or oppressed,” Manuel-Scott said. “A memorial can’t
do all the work, but it is a part of the repair work. It is a part of acknowledging wounds.”

For her, the university is the perfect place to engage in that process of repair.

“If a university can’t do that, where will that work get done?” she asked. “Education is about asking those
critical, complicated, messy questions.”

George Mason University is one of many higher education institutions currently wrestling with the moral faults
of its paragons and past. For example, last year, after years of discussion and planning, the University of
Virginia constructed a memorial to the enslaved laborers that built its Charlottesville campus. Georgetown
University announced it would fundraise to offer reparations to the descendants of slaves sold by the school’s
founders. Virginia Theological Seminary and Princeton Theological Seminary also created reparations funds to
make amends for their institutional ties to slavery.

Williams emphasized that every university has its own history, so there’s no one-size-fits-all answer for how to
contend with it. The self-reflection process for a school like George Mason University - founded in 1949 - won’t
be the same as that of a university that profited from slavery or used slave labor on campus.

But every university needs to “ask tough questions,” he said. “Be brave. When we think about who we’re
supposed to be as institutions of higher education, we have to ask these questions. We can’t be afraid of image
or what will our donors say ... Educational institutions, we should be on the right side of history.”

Sara Weissman can be reached at sweissman@diverseeducation.com.

George Mason University Decision/Solution:

THE ENSLAVED CHILDREN OF GEORGE MASON PROJECT

PROJECT WEBSITE

EXCERPT COPIED FROM WEBPAGE: Gunston Hall Plantation overlooks the Potomac River. Whether by boat or
land, anyone who approaches the property can observe its grandeur. The inside of the manor house is just as
impressive. Delicately carved wood and expensive wall paint reflect the status of a colonial gentleman who
generated considerable wealth. An early American patriot, George Mason IV (1725-1792) called Gunston Hall
home, and it was there that he likely conceived of the Virginia Declaration of Rights, which provided language
for the first ten amendments of the Constitution. This grand figure now stands in statue form on the Fairfax
campus. His last name graces university t-shirts. Nowhere do we find information that George Mason was a
committed slaveholder. Our institutional namesake enslaved many individuals, including girls and boys, and
never freed them.



https://ecgm.omeka.net/

Patriarchal power defined George Mason IV’s life. He fathered a big family, married twice, and owned more
than 100 people of African descent with no legal claim to their humanity. Mason voiced opposition to the slave
trade but did little to undermine slavery. Most important, this prominent advocate of liberty was largely silent
about the violent oppression of America’'s fundamentally unfree institution.

By closely examining public, family and personal records, the Enslaved Children of George Mason (ECGM)
project hopes to illuminate the 18th-century histories of African Americans living on the Gunston Hall
Plantation just miles from our dormitories.

OTHER LINKS (GEORGE MASON):
George Mason University PROJECT PAGE
George Mason Honor College & Gunston Hall PROJECT PAGE

George Mason Memorial Fund PROJECT PAGE
News: George Mason Erects Memorial
News: University Project to Address Slavery

Yale University:
Valerie Pavilonis | valerie.pavilonis@yale.edu

Full-text copied from THE YALE NEWS, “Cancel Yale?” Not Likely.

Amid nationwide calls to remove symbols with ties to racist parts of America’s history, demands to
“#CancelYale” have surged across social media over the past week.

Originating on a June 10 post on the bulletin board website 4chan, the call to rename Yale initially began as a
way to damage a largely liberal institution by “cheapen[ing]” Yale’s brand. Far-right media pundit Ann Coulter
then seized the idea, writing in a June 17 op-ed that “Yale has to go!” and naming Yale’s namesake Elihu Yale
as a slave owner and slave trader. Since then, people from across the political spectrum have also grabbed hold
of the idea of renaming Yale — some because of Elihu Yale’s ties to slavery, but others as a way to mock
political foes.

University President Peter Salovey told the News on June 25 that the University is not considering changing its
name. Head of Davenport College John Witt 94 LAW *99 GRD ’00 — who led the committee that recommended
removing John Calhoun’s name from a residential college in 2016 — also defended the University’s namesake.
Unlike the senator who advocated for slavery as “a positive good,” Elihu Yale was “relatively unexceptional in
his own time” with respect to slave trade, Witt argued.

Still, debates about Elihu Yale’s past have erupted across the internet in recent days, raising questions about
the reach of the ongoing movement to change names and remove symbols that honor individuals with racist
legacies.

Spearheaded by far right pundit Jesse Kelly, the #CancelYale movement on Twitter has largely consisted of
conservative commentators and their followers. In one tweet, Kelly wrote that if Yale was going to fix “its
racist history,” the University’s endowments “must be seized and distributed to black people...Otherwise,
@Yale hates black people. #CancelYale.” In another tweet, Kelly asked, “How many black people were
tortured and murdered in captivity because of Elihu Yale?” These tweets and others have since been liked and
retweeted thousands of times.

Deen Freelon, an associate professor in the Hussman School of Media and Journalism at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, said he sees the right’s general objection to cancel culture as disingenuous, because
the right also utilizes “canceling” in its own way: the boycott. As examples, Freelon listed the boycotting of
Costco and Nike after the former required shoppers to wear masks and the latter made Colin Kaepernick the
face of its ad campaign.
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While he does not criticize the general tactics of canceling or boycotting, Freelon said he does find it annoying
that some on the right criticize “canceling” while reappropriating the general concept for their own crusades.

Freelon told the News that he doubts the original 4chan poster actually thought that they could get Yale to
change its name — rather, the call to rename Yale was likely somewhat of a prank with a political twist,
because “everything is so political right now, that’s the thing to do.”

“l don’t think the goal is to get Yale to change its name,” Freelon told the News. “From the right’s
perspective, it’s to expose liberal hypocrisy ... if you really were quite as woke as you say you were, then you’d
oppose all of these other things.”

Some added onto Kelly’s Twitter posts with suggestions like renaming the Washington Post and New York. But
while some on the right cheer on renaming Yale as a way to damage a majority-liberal institution — as the
original 4chan poster said they intended — renaming the University could satisfy some left-leaning thinkers as
well.

Nathan Robinson LAW ’14 wrote as such on Twitter, comparing the renaming of institutions like Yale to the
renaming of American military bases, many of which bear the names of Confederate generals. In a recent
article for Current Affairs — a publication for which Robinson, a self-described socialist, serves as editor in
chief — he acknowledged that one technique that can be used to show that “activists are extremists” is
carrying through those activists’ principles to “their logical conclusion.” But, Robinson argued, “a silly effort to
troll activists” actually raises important questions.

“If we believe in renaming military bases that were named in honor of Confederate generals, what principled
argument is there for not renaming Yale University?” Robinson wrote on June 23. “..What principles do we use
to evaluate what should and shouldn’t be renamed? Is renaming a university so costly as to be unthinkable?”

Others have also voiced support for the idea of renaming the University. Yale Law School visiting lecturer Sean
O’Brien penned a June 26 op-ed titled “Yale Must Change its Name” for the New Haven Independent,
acknowledging the origins of #CancelYale in far-right influencers trolling the left — and he also included the
text of a tweet that asks why Yale has yet to distance itself from its namesake despite “its so called
progressivism.” Still, O’Brien wrote, those trolls could be onto something.

“To Yale’s chagrin, they have a point. It must be difficult to take a cold, hard look in the mirror when your
face is covered in blood,” O’Brien wrote. “...The awful murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and many
others should not have been required to start an honest conversation about race in America. What will it take
to galvanize the process at Yale?”

Similar letters have appeared in publications like the Connecticut Mirror and the New Haven Register, with one
writer comparing Elihu Yale’s legacy to that of Christopher Columbus — a statue of whom was removed from
Wooster Square on Wednesday.

Beyond social media debates, measures to rename are underway at other institutions. On Friday, Princeton
University announced that its school of public policy will no longer bear the name of Woodrow Wilson due to
the former U.S. president’s “racist thinking and policies,” according to a press release. In a Saturday tweet,
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas brought the conversation back to Yale when he commented on the decision
to strip Wilson’s name from the school, saying, “Yale—founded by slave trader Elihu Yale—changes its name to
‘College of New Haven’ in 3..2...1....”

Calls to rename Yale in some ways mirror the push to rename residential college Calhoun College, which took
effect on July 1, 2017.

After decades of controversy, the University opted to rename the residential college for United States Navy
Rear Admiral Grace Hopper GRD ’34, with administrators saying that Calhoun’s enthusiastic support for slavery
ran contrary to Yale’s values.
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“The decision to change a college’s name is not one we take lightly,” Salovey wrote to the Yale community in
February 2017. “But John C. Calhoun’s legacy as a white supremacist and a national leader who passionately
supported slavery as a ‘positive good’ fundamentally conflicts with Yale’s mission and values.”

Crucial to the renaming decision in 2017 was the Committee to Establish Principles on Renaming, chaired by
Witt. In an email to the News, Witt wrote that roughly, the three considerations articulated by his committee
in the event of a possible renaming are: principal legacy, standards of the time and reasons for the naming.
While each principle “pointed in favor” of renaming Calhoun College, he wrote, none of the principles point in
the same direction for renaming Yale.

Witt also noted the origins of the recent call to rename Yale, and emphasized that other social concerns are
more worthy of attention.

“So far as | can tell, the argument in favor of renaming Yale was originally offered by reactionaries as a
slippery-slope argument against altering the Calhoun name,” Witt wrote. “l don’t think we should be distracted
by it now when more important questions are on the table.”

Yale College Council President Kahlil Greene ’21 wrote in an email to the News that the idea to rename Yale
did not originate from internet trolls. Rather, the idea was noted within the 91-page final report by Witt’s
committee, as many alumni reacted against the creation of the committee and utilized the aforementioned
slippery-slope argument.

“As | stated in my op-ed, Yale — both the institution and the person — have a history of violent racism,” wrote
Greene, who penned a column for the News on June 9 discussing racism in the United States, particularly at
Yale. “The priority at this moment, then, is to see how the school’s resources can be used to help the
communities and populations that it has discriminated against throughout the past few centuries.”

Witt also told the News that Elihu Yale’s main legacy is Yale as the education institution, not his activities in
the East India Company. As far as he understands, Witt wrote, Yale was “relatively unexceptional in his own
time” with respect to the slave trade in the parts of Asia in which he worked, and the name “Yale” was applied
to the current University not to honor Yale’s “moral mistakes,” but rather Yale’s initial donation that helped
found the institution.

Yale’s legacy has also been contested elsewhere. According to Steven Pincus, a former Yale professor of history
and current professor at the University of Chicago, Yale was never a slave trader and never owned slaves — in
fact, Yale opposed the slave trade during his time as a prominent member of the East India Company and
governor of Madras, Pincus argued.

Writers Diana Scarisbrick and Benjamin Zucker ’62 state the same in their 2014 book “Elihu Yale: Merchant,
Collector, and Patron,” with editor Kathrin Lassila ’81 writing for the Yale Alumni Magazine that “one
commodity he did not collect was people; the authors write that he never owned slaves, and as governor
‘prohibited the trafficking of slaves in Madras.’”

But, Pincus said, Yale’s retirement led him to join the Society of the Propagation of the Gospel, a London-
based religious group that began to advocate very pro-slavery views exactly at the time of Yale’s joining.

This later involvement, Pincus said, was the likely inspiration of a controversial 1708 portrait of Elihu Yale that
used to hang in the Yale Corporation Room in Woodbridge Hall until its removal in 2007. The picture, titled
“Elihu Yale; William Cavendish, the second Duke of Devonshire; Lord James Cavendish; Mr. Tunstal; and an
Enslaved Servant,” features white noblemen sitting while a dark-skinned servant — with a padlocked collar
around his neck — looks on from the lower right-hand corner.

The picture was later removed from the Corporation room, with administrators citing controversy surrounding
the racist overtones of the artwork. Around the time of the removal, then-University Vice President and
Secretary Linda Lorimer LAW ’77 told the News that she opted to replace the painting with another from Yale’s
collection to avoid confusion that could arise without the explanation that Elihu Yale did not own slaves.
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Still, disagreement over Elihu Yale’s involvement in the slave trade persists. In a 2016 Wall Street Journal op-
ed titled “The College Formerly Known as Yale,” Chair of the William F. Buckley, Jr. Program Roger Kimball
GRD ’82 wrote that as an administrator in India, Elihu Yale was “deeply involved” in the slave trade, and
ensured that all ships leaving to Europe from his jurisdiction “carried at least 10 slaves.”

In the op-ed, Kimball wrote that Calhoun was an “amateur” compared to Elihu Yale and suggested that Yale
table the Calhoun discussion in favor of Elihu Yale’s legacy. But he also questioned the rationale behind
renaming institutions with contentious namesakes, noting similar efforts by officials within the Soviet Union
and during the French Revolution and implying the “slippery slope” concept.

“But isn’t the whole raison d’étre of universities to break the myopia of the present and pursue the truth?”
Kimball wrote. “Isn’t that one important reason they enjoy such lavish public support and tax breaks?”

A pub named after Elihu Yale in Wrexham, Wales, is also considering changing its name, according to a report
from the BBC. Organizers who brought Yale’s history to the attention of the pub’s owners said that Elihu Yale
and his family “‘made their fortune within the slave trade and [have] since been glorified,’” and that such a
legacy should not be commemorated.

YALE CENTER for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition

The Gilder Lehrman Center Legacy Fund

EXCERPT FROM LINK ABOVE: “Twenty-one years ago, the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery,
Resistance, and Abolition at the Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies was
founded at Yale University. The Gilder Lehrman Center was the first institution in the world wholly devoted

to scholarship, public education, and outreach about the global problem of slavery across all borders and all
time. In a world that needs this work now more than ever, we invite you to join us in sustaining our mission to
foster an improved academic and public understanding of the role of slavery, its destruction, and its legacies in
the functioning of the modern world.

To support the annual programming, outreach, and other key activities of the Gilder Lehrman Center,
please contribute to the Gilder Lehrman Center Legacy Fund.”

OTHER LINKS (YALE):
News: Yale Changes Name of Building Honoring Slave Owner
News: Yale, other colleges facing backlash of buildings named for slave owners

Georgetown University:

Full-text story from HERE

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Georgetown University moved to atone for its historical links to slavery on Tuesday by
holding a religious service and renaming buildings after African-Americans, including for one of 272 slaves sold
to help fund the Washington school.

The packed liturgy service and building dedications were the latest step by a U.S. Catholic-run university to
make amends for ties to slavery and racism.

The movement gained force in late 2015 when students at dozens of U.S. colleges protested legacies of racism
on campus. Harvard, Brown, Princeton, Yale and Duke are among schools that have addressed their links to
slavery and racism.

Following protests, Yale University said in February it would change the name of a college dedicated to a 19th-
century defender of slavery, John C. Calhoun.
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Georgetown President John DeGioia said at the religious service, which included slave descendants, that the
school had been complicit in the United States’ “original sin” of slavery.

“We offer this apology for the descendants and your ancestors humbly and without expectations, and we trust
ourselves to God and the Spirit and the grace He freely offers to find ways to work together and build
together,” he said.

The 18,000-student university renamed two buildings that had honored school presidents who oversaw the 1838
sale of 272 slaves from church-affiliated plantations in Maryland. The money went to pay off college debts.

One was named for Isaac Hawkins, whose name appeared at the head of the bill of sale, and a second was
dedicated to Anne Marie Becraft, a black 19th-century educator.

Sandra Green Thomas, president of the GU272 Descendants Association, told worshippers no other group had
shown more faith in the U.S. promise of freedom than African-Americans.

“The certainty of forgiveness upon the act of contrition is one of the most hopeful and joyful aspects of the
(Catholic) faith,” she said.

Georgetown also has given admissions preference to descendants of the 272 slaves, plans a slave memorial and
has created an African-American studies department.

One of Hawkins’ descendants, Mary Williams-Wagner, said other efforts at reconciliation were still needed,
such as identifying all descendants of the slaves sold by Georgetown.

“Everybody has to have a seat at the table to talk about what it is we’re going to do as we move forward,” she
told Reuters after the ceremony.

Reporting by lan Simpson; Editing by Daniel Wallis and Steve Orlofsky

OTHER LINKS (GEORGETOWN):

News: Georgetown Apologizes, Renames Halls after Slaves

News: Georgetown to Rename Two Buildings

News: Georgetown Apologizes for 1838 Sale of More than 270 Enslaved, Dedicates Buildings
News: The First Reparations Attempt at an American College Comes From Its Students

University of Cincinnati
Max Londberg, Cincinnati Enquirer
Full text copied from HERE

UC's board votes to take slaveowner’'s name off its College of Arts and Sciences

The University of Cincinnati Board of Trustees unanimously voted Tuesday to formally discontinue the
association of a slaveowner's name with its largest college.

Charles McMicken owned slaves and fathered children with one, and possibly two, enslaved women. Upon his
death in 1858, he left land to the city of Cincinnati on which he wished for colleges to be built “for

the education of white Boys and Girls." His donation was "pivotal” to the establishment of UC, according to a
working group's analysis of McMicken and UC's shared history.

His name would come to be affiliated with the College of Arts and Sciences in commencement programs,
diplomas and marketing materials.
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The working group was comprised of university officials, professors and student leaders and convened late last
year at President Neville Pinto's request. It recommended removing McMicken's association with the college in a
final report issued last month.

The Board of Trustees accepted Pinto's recommendation to follow the working group's conclusion. However,
Pinto also recommended retaining McMicken's name in other spaces on campus, including at McMicken Hall and
McMicken Commons. The board agreed.

Pinto only requested the group consider McMicken's affiliation with the College of Arts and Sciences and not the
other spots on campus bearing his name, such as an academic hall, roadway and cafe.

The group wrote its decision for the college should guide future decisions about McMicken's name elsewhere on
campus.

Ben Lewton, a second-year physics student, criticized Pinto's decision last week to recommend retaining
McMicken's name in some spaces.

"Keeping McMicken's name on buildings and streets on campus is a pretty blatant sign that their hearts aren't in
this,"” Lewton wrote by text. "...it does match well with our current donation practices - if you give us a big
enough check, we'll name anything after you no matter what you've done.”

Chandler Rankin, the student government president and a member of the group, praised the board during
Tuesday's meeting, calling its decision "congruent to desires expressed by a wide variety of stakeholders."

He added that some worried removing McMicken's name would be a step toward erasing history.

"It's actually quite the opposite,” he said. "African American students, when they get to campus ... learn about
Charles McMicken, what he meant to this community. And now they learn about his legacy but also learn more
importantly that (this) institution was willing to acknowledge its history."

Part of Pinto's recommendation called for adding digital displays that outline McMicken's biography near areas
where his name will continue to appear on campus.

Various campus bodies formally began calling for removing McMicken's name in late 2017, according to the
group's report. They included the undergraduate and graduate student governments and the Arts and Sciences
faculty senate.

Trustees briefly discussed McMicken prior to voting.
Trustee Geraldine Warner praised the courage of students for raising the issue.
"It helped us discover our history," she said.

Warner also mentioned that UC never formally adopted McMicken's affiliation with the college, something the
group discussed in its report.

McMicken's name first appeared in a commencement program in 1909. In the '70s, African American students,
faculty and administrators shared a concern about the affiliation, according to the report.

In the early 2000s, the college began making greater use of the McMicken surname as a marketing technique,
at the direction of former dean Karen Gould, the report found.

But by 2017, former dean Ken Petren began discontinuing the college's use of McMicken in marketing materials
and communications.

13



https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2019/11/22/slaveowner-key-university-of-cincinnati-founding-should-not-lend-name-college-group/4270199002/
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2019/12/13/university-cincinnati-president-recommends-removing-slaveowners-name-college/2638332001/

Christin Godale, the graduate student trustee member, acknowledged during the meeting the board's "support
for inclusion and equality.”

(Also at University of Cincinnati)

University of Cincinnati to remove Marge Schott’'s name from baseball stadium
Full-text copied from ESPN HERE

The University of Cincinnati will remove Marge Schott's name from its baseball stadium, citing the late
Cincinnati Reds owner's "record of racism and bigotry.”

The university's board of trustees on Monday unanimously voted to remove Schott's name from the stadium and
from the university's archives library. The decision is effective immediately.

Former Bearcats outfielder Jordan Ramey started a petition earlier this month to remove Schott's name. On
Tuesday, the petition was approaching 10,000 signatures. University president Neville Pinto also had
recommended the removal to the board.

The university's baseball facility was named Marge Schott Stadium in 2006 after the school received a $2 million
donation from the Marge and Charles J. Schott Foundation.

Marge Schott died in 2004. In 1996, Major League Baseball banned Schott from Riverfront Stadium and day-to-
day operations of the Reds following her comments about Adolf Hitler. The decision led to Schott selling her
controlling interest in the Reds in 1999.

MLB also banned Schott for the 1993 season due to racist comments toward Black players and team employees.

"Marge Schott's record of racism and bigotry stands at stark odds with our University's core commitment to
dignity, equity and inclusion,” Pinto said Tuesday in a prepared statement. "My recommendation to the board
to remove her name is grounded in the firm belief that speaking out against exclusion is as essential as
speaking up for inclusion. | hope this action serves as an enduring reminder that we cannot remain silent or
indifferent when it comes to prejudice, hate or inequity. More than ever, our world needs us to convert our
values into real and lasting action.”

There had been several other campaigns to remove Schott's name from Cincinnati's stadium in recent years.
Current players including Nathan Moore, as well as program alumni including Kevin Youkilis and Josh Harrison,
had advocated for the removal.

Youkilis said the university had approached him about a donation and renaming the baseball field after him,
but he didn't want his name associated with Schott's.

"We stand with President Pinto and our campus community in our collective fight to end racism, inequality and
indifference,” the board of trustees said in a statement. "The change we want to see starts with us.”

Earlier this month, Saint Ursula Academy in Cincinnati decided to remove Schott's name from a science,
language and arts building that was constructed with the help of her donation. It's also renaming its athletic
facility, which was called "Schottzie Stadium” in honor of Schott's dog.

Schott’'s foundation has encouraged discussions about naming rights. "While we cannot make excuses for the
rhetoric made by Mrs. Schott decades ago, we can ask you to learn from Mrs. Schott's mistakes as well as her
great love for Cincinnati,” the foundation said in a statement this month. "We appreciate what these great
organizations bring to Cincinnati and we fully support the decisions made by the organizations who have
received grants from the Foundation.”
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Vanderbilt University
This article was written in collaboration with the Vanderbilt Historical Review. From the Vanderbilt Political
Review: Full-text copied from HERE

The Legacy of Slavery at Vanderbil
By Avi Mediratta and Sydney Bub

In 1933, the United Daughters of the Confederacy donated $50,000 to construct Confederate Memorial Hall on
land that would eventually become part of Vanderbilt University. In 2002, Vanderbilt attempted to remove the
word “Confederate” from the dormitory’s name, only for the Daughters of the Confederacy to file suit in
Tennessee civil court. In 2005, the court ruled that Vanderbilt could rename the building only if they
reimbursed the daughters of the Confederacy. In 2016, the university acquired the money to rename the
building from private, anonymous donors. Before classes started for the Fall 2016, the word “Confederate” had
been removed from the building, bringing an end to an almost century-long saga.

Growing opposition to old-South romanticism has troubled Confederate sympathizers. Although the Civil War
ended in 1865, a sizeable portion of the country continues to support the Confederate ideals of strong state
governments, agrarian economies, and Southern heritage. Of course, many Americans view the topic in a
different light; these people see the Confederate States of America as synonymous with plantation slavery and
white supremacy. In response to this, many organizations have taken steps to distance themselves from the
legacy of American slavery. In 2015, South Carolina governor Nikki Haley’s removal of the Confederate flag
from the state capitol building stood out as a particularly controversial act. Confederate sympathizers saw this
as a rewriting of history, while others saw it as a warranted parting with the state’s troubled past.

Responding to changing attitudes throughout the country, many universities have attempted to move away
from any perceived glorification of the Confederate era. Georgetown University recently made headlines by
apologizing for its role in the slave trade and pledging to give preferential treatment in admissions to those
who were descendants of slaves traded by the university’s founders. At Yale, students and faculty engaged in
debates about renaming Calhoun College, a building originally named in honor of alumnus and statesman John
C. Calhoun, an ardent supporter of slavery during the nineteenth century.

In the context of these recent events, Vanderbilt’s decision is hardly surprising. Some say it’s not even worth
arguing over. Although the fairly liberal, diverse Vanderbilt community is not particularly sympathetic to the
confederate cause, the question remains - do new sentiments warrant the renaming of a building celebrating
the region’s history? This is the primary question raised by critics of the Vanderbilt’s decision. How far will
Vanderbilt go to rid its campus of the legacy of plantation slavery?

To answer this question, we must look to the university’s founding in order to understand just how deeply
entrenched the legacy of slavery is at Vanderbilt. In 1873, eight years after the Civil War, Cornelius Vanderbilt,
a railroad tycoon from New York, met Holland Nimmons McTyeire, a Methodist bishop from the Nashville area.
An in-law of Vanderbilt’s, McTyeire had planned to build a university in middle Tennessee to foster education
and development in the region. All was going according to plan until the bishop became very ill and travelled
to New York for medical attention.

McTyeire spent time at Vanderbilt’s New York mansion recovering from his illness, and by the end of his stay he
had impressed the Commodore enough to secure a one million dollar donation for his university. Vanderbilt
University was named in the businessman’s honor, and a dormitory on campus - McTyeire Hall - was named in
honor of the bishop himself. He is now buried on Vanderbilt’s campus, in between Calhoun Hall and the Divinity
School.

The Commodore’s donation to McTyeire was hailed by many to be a sort of “olive branch” to the South
following the Civil War. During the war, Vanderbilt had been an ardent supporter of the Union army, going so
far as to donate a steamship, the Vanderbilt, to the Union to fight naval battles against the Confederacy. This,
combined with the fact that he was not a particularly charitable man, makes it difficult to believe that he
would donate so much money for a private school in the South, especially one that he would never visit in his
lifetime. One reason for the donation could have been Vanderbilt’s young, Southern wife, Frank Armstrong
Crawford. Another could be that Vanderbilt developed a propensity for charity in the final years of his life.
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Yet, a debate about erasing the history of the Confederacy on Vanderbilt’s campus continues today. This

university was supposed to heal the wounds between the north and south caused by the Civil War, but its

location in the south made it a hotbed for Confederate artifacts. Memorial Hall is not the only building on
campus that serves as a reminder of Vanderbilt’s legacy of slavery.

Vanderbilt University has a legacy of Southern pride through its early donors and land acquisitions. Although
Cornelius Vanderbilt originally supported the Union, it was Frank Armstrong Crawford Vanderbilt, the
Commodore’s wife and a Confederate sympathizer, who supposedly convinced him to donate money for the
founding of Vanderbilt University. The university named Crawford House, on the Martha Rivers Ingram
Commons, in her honor.

Old Central, better known as the residential home attached to Vanderbilt’s Benson Hall, was originally the
home of Henry Foote, an elected representative from Tennessee in the Confederate Congress. Moreover,
Foote’s controversial past does not end with his support of a racist government and institution. He was also an
anti-semite who, when discussing where the Confederate capital should be located after the Civil War,
proposed an amendment that no Jew be allowed within twelve miles of the city.

Vanderbilt’s troubled history with the Foote family extends back many generations. The property to the North
and East of the present-day Sarratt Student Center originally belonged to John Boyd, the father of Foote’s
wife, Rachel. Boyd served in the Texas Senate during the 1860s, where he supported secession and believed in
the Confederate States of America.

Beyond the names of buildings, Vanderbilt’s history is deeply entangled with the Confederacy. Milton
Humphreys, Vanderbilt’s first Classics Professor and also the first recipient of an honorary degree awarded by
the university, served in the Confederate army before joining the faculty. He also married Louise Francis
Garland, the daughter of Vanderbilt’s first chancellor Dr. Landon C. Garland, for whom Garland Hall is named.

Although these are just a few connections to the Confederacy, we believe that, upon further inspection, more
instances will arise. This raises the question of what, if anything, makes “Confederate Memorial” uniquely
problematic. Is it simply the name’s blunt nature? If anything, officially changing Confederate Memorial Hall’s
name is not enough to absolve Vanderbilt of it’s charged history, nor do we think that it is possible to do so.

The reality is that Vanderbilt was founded at a time and in a place where opinions were split, and many
supporters of the Confederacy have since fallen on the wrong side of history. How, as a university, should we
draw the line between a necessary change and an antiquated, but benign reflection of times past? To clarify,
we do not argue here that Vanderbilt should not have renamed Confederate Memorial Hall. Rather, we ask for
a paradigm and open dialogue about Vanderbilt’s history.

During our research, for example, it was shockingly difficult to find information on Frank Armstrong Crawford’s
stance on the Civil War on the Vanderbilt website or in Vanderbilt archives, yet other sources plainly cited her
dedication to the Confederate cause. Nobody expects this university or any other to have a perfect past. Times
and social norms change, and history exists partly to remind us both of how far we have come as a society. It
also, however, shows us how far we have left to go, and we believe that as students we deserve a stronger
acknowledgement of Vanderbilt’s past and a clearer portrait of Vanderbilt’s history, blemishes and all.

Vanderbilt Decision/Solution
Alexa Bussmann, Content Development Director, Vanderbilt Hustler
April 14, 2019: Full-text copied from HERE

On Wednesday April 3rd, the Vanderbilt Student Government Undergraduate Senate unanimously passed a
resolution calling for Calhoun Hall and other campus buildings to be renamed. The resolution also advocates for
the creation of a university task force to evaluate all building names and symbols for their congruence with the
university’s commitment to diversity and inclusion. Student Body President Tariq Issa and East/Memorial House
Senator Hannah Bruns proposed the resolution.

Calhoun Hall, which houses the Economics, Managerial Studies, and History departments and the Center for
Medicine, Health, and Society, is named after William Henry Calhoun, Nashville silversmith and jeweler who
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supported the Confederate States of America and owned slaves. Calhoun died in 1865, and his daughter Mary
Ella Calhoun Foote left her estate to Vanderbilt University for the construction of Calhoun Hall in 1918. The
building was completed in 1928.

Bruns learned about the problematic names of university buildings at Hidden Dores’ #TUNNEL event, an
interactive experience designed to teach Vanderbilt students about the experiences of marginalized student
communities held on Feb. 9. Determined to address the issue, Bruns asked Speaker of the Senate Sean Swinford
about writing a bill who told Bruns that Issa had had the same idea, according to Bruns.

Bruns and Issa began writing a resolution calling for the name changes in mid-March. Bruns said that she
realized that renaming these buildings could be a long process.

“This bill was meant to start that process,” Bruns said. “2023 is Vanderbilt’s 150th anniversary, and my goal is
that that year we unveil the renaming of all these buildings that currently have problematic names.”

Student action has led to the renaming of buildings in the past. As a first-year at Vanderbilt in 2015, Hidden
Dores Co-President Andrew Haygood lived in Memorial Hall, then named Confederate Memorial Hall. On Nov. 17
of that year, Hidden Dores led a walkout on and delivered a list of demands to the chancellor, one of which
was renaming Confederate Memorial Hall. The hall was renamed in Aug. 2016.

“Doing that freshman year showed me that these are pretty attainable goals, and the timeline can be pretty
quick,” Haygood said. “Renaming Calhoun as a specific item is very attainable.”

To rename Confederate Memorial Hall, the university returned the donation of the Tennessee Division of the
United Daughters of the Confederacy at its present value of $1.2 million from the $50,000 original gift. The
funding came from anonymous gifts by donors solely for the purpose of repaying the donation.

Hank Senator Rob Lusk, a co-sponsor of the resolution, said that the difficult part of renaming Calhoun Hall
would be finding the funds to return the Calhoun family’s donation to the university.

“That’s the big question that VSG doesn’t know the answer to,” Lusk said. “Where do you get that money?”

Haygood said that Vanderbilt should find the money to rename Calhoun and other buildings with problematic
names.

“This is not an issue that should be ignored just because of funding” Haygood said.

In addition to Calhoun Hall, Bruns said that McTyeire International House and Garland Hall should also be
considered for renaming. McTyeire is named after Methodist Bishop Holland N. McTyeire, who was crucial in
establishing the university and served as the first president of the Vanderbilt University Board of Trust.
McTyeire was distantly related to Cornelius Vanderbilt, and expressed support of slavery in his essays.

Garland Hall is named after the university’s first chancellor, Landon C. Garland. Garland is said to have owned
up to 60 slaves before the Civil War. There is also a Garland Hall at the University of Alabama, as Garland
served as its president for a decade before founding Vanderbilt University with McTyeire and Vanderbilt.

The VSG resolution references Yale University’s 2017 decision to rename its Calhoun College, which was named
after US Vice President and slavery advocate John C. Calhoun. This decision came after months of campus
protests. William Henry Calhoun and John C. Calhoun were not related.

Bruns spoke about the prevalence of buildings with problematic names as a result of the south’s history and
Vanderbilt’s role in the region.

“I think this is a really good way for Vanderbilt to be a leader, especially among southern universities,” Bruns
said.
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2 2~ Inquirjes numbered 7, 16, and 17 are not to be asked in respect to infants. Inquiries numbered 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, and 20 are to be answered (if at all)
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Scnepure 1.—Inhabitants in (A talnia BTN , in the County of it ]LL7 S , State
of _& i ] L.;(Lg, enumerated by me on the 47¢T “day of e, 1870, .
Post Oj' ce: A ) Mias YU ian C AV b . Ass't Marshal.

VALUE OF REAL ESTATE 2 = | § |Ebvea COXSTITUTIONAL
| Descurrmos. owsED.

Place of Birth, naming State
or Teritory of U. 8; or the
Country, if of foreig birth.

The name of every person whose & Profession, Occupation,
place of abode on the first day o or Trade of cach person,

June, 1870, was in this family. male or fetnale. or idiotic.

Father of forelgn birth.
1t married within the yeor, stat
ot
Casmot write.

@ | Valuo of Real Kstate.
© | Valuo of Personn Estato,

10

Aok,
;2]

-
-
=3
~

l;z

QQA%% _L thf1 a
é/a/«&v; f 27%' )éwuéf»,m
Mwwﬁap ’EW‘

e glun ) ﬁ/g‘kmwvakmmf

M@/O ¢IrmMém«mé(,

"_é’j@%zsmr vk
__gzﬂ? l2lmlar
B—7 '/'%‘M

@fé/m/ QfW’MMMﬂ
L /G o ir%m
YA
Gor )c___ %Nu/duﬁm
@/Wé(/ s Pl | K

| /1)

I R - - I NN A U

woOow W
-

=

=]

Lonl)

A tediirbatund.
laliiein Hory | AT
4 LQMM I
’&%W Ma///édéa ﬁ‘ l/\r‘ié«f‘/w/é«%w
b«;ﬂ{, :/@2‘7 P Mr) 5‘/,.,[ ,om/}\
m%z’z/ié. P\w}
S s o et
/>/a//\ SEm B
A Wm% 95 08
)",xo.oz“um - \Mrwmmua _Zé o. of males, forcign born, é:“f‘ Jm
' XY

ilies, = % colored males,. 2 Va i emten,

"' ¢ white males, g\ﬁ “«  fomales, 2 “ blind,

J

21




A

[@PVi7/0577 St I I 72 W R W 5 9 A0
ﬂz/;u),:{“/&;ﬂl / WAl Vah: B B B o Z
Cikiian gouitte | 2|2 /] S Al d HE DAL
TSI TR AR s VAR e i R e LA R
L/‘/:/‘/DIUA:&/’I',(" / 1./ Sad .Z 7.5 f
Vol Ma. Y/ ik .4 o VA L]z
i V Okl Lonaes | b (4 28 N2 el TAVASE. A b Ali
1 1(;’1’;;1": .'(3-);.4‘.’, 2 A . / ,l / /
?? “ i 5
& o £ ik ey
R il i
Iy ] :
Sl d: 3
X 5
N 3 i
1
; 4 - -~
{ H : 44 >
A ,]‘.,‘ =] ;
{08 o (5 S 2 8 41 !
) At b
N {
JALN R ATE T T glyizlzis2 N

22




Slave Schedules:
Robert Ogden & Pleasant Potter

- e I

i i i o ot

Page No. J_’j

447 .

SCEEDULE 2—Slave Inhabitants in )1l 0T o2 n tho oty of H22022L_ Siate
of M&fé , enumerated by me, on the /9% aay of ofeuno- 1800, %}ZM At e
. o FAE gl |, omownor |3 1} i
Rllaciaites - !§ % | § - i ‘; Deaf & dumb, | 2
SLAVE OWNERS. é 2 5; i :.: E nmnormv:m%am“ié \ | l‘%; %_ u:‘: !:
o Cdssard T s ATAPIEDE 2 Tl
1 -’: 3 i H] hc ; 8 |9 1 o |s|s “\"‘ s e 7| 8 |®
| B _ ! = B
S W Gricer S WS M ot A, Gpow /S N :
2 " 7 _f/ /5 ” ﬁ = 1 e I/_J/ VAR A | I R O .
. n n / /2 ﬂ %!_‘ “ ” o« Vi / 27 ” , ” SR B .
4 ” / 4 /6\ - Vi Vi Vi / /ﬁ ya /_ s ‘f.
F3 5 " /S 2 M //1 ;/’Z % 7 ‘; Zj " # \ .
" / 2 ‘% & ‘/y n | — — ,.l
. Lzl ) 11 . W/ 391 # Ny
” v w! i |
$ ‘//,ld’#)/ (;?éa / K ou )L ! : # 7 l// /f% 2('// ,__/' .
° y / 0 ?/ ﬂ " 2 "o\l /11 PR s
o ’ / 74 A Hmer Aruncccee V4 ) R VA Lo ool \“
s - || V75 o P s A O
Vi " / 4.1’ 7” gj | \,_f. Vi 73 / %3, “’
j? " {— 7 H— ‘ sr | —— o
" " ; ¢fﬁt - A ‘/ /J‘ 4 i 13
"— n v 2 . /|2, “\ VAL
l ' 4 7 ] |15
s L st Horarde 1 )| — 4\ -
16 " / Q y Zl N TS/ RTOET J/ 0 j‘/: V4 ‘__‘_ \l'
" . ” i // " on P . / a%ﬁ/ n | S— &
s o “ / //71 , » / // f ” \ | | £
" , . Ay A -
e B Al £ ow n i it / | -
20 p " / J n P i / / s N — ‘__A‘ -
" ' Y/ / ? ” " 7 s z |/ j f JL‘ ——— e
-, /’ L /5/// BSOSy ) I _/‘/Zzi//ﬂ — .
i /’], n / /i% @ 714‘ /,// = -/, 2 7 jj o »Z - \__,___ .
* y “ /o ‘ ‘_l %{luut. //ém.u,, / 36| 4 A Azj— -
AV B 1 P V2. . P I P P B
” ” ” 1 EI / .,Z’”l ”74—-‘_‘———\”
26 ” ” / 7 f ” — - .._H_ yo— — S % : L l”
- » » / 22 3 - ) ! el g e / 23, 2 i
28 2 - ” / /4~/’ 77[ | _‘ 7 P / /7 ‘;6 P .
i / ? ? ” —— —-l " Y / /—Z] A Er — —..
; ” Vav/ARp e
» ” V73 VD A “,_ ._1 yo— ” | | -
" 4 “ ,/ «;l V3 /r\ e : VI P / J‘?‘ 2o e ———— ,‘a
o V77 R I 2 A S ‘”—ila
- R/ IS I G N AN -2 e e -
M IJ i i / 4’ ” Z(‘- i, O | SS— l&MM L{// /L‘Jl— | eae) P _.,,&“
- Y " / .}f " ﬁ‘l i ' A / //”I".ﬂ_ *_]“
" "o—— / 41? ” /15‘ L e e /)y wl— i
il n AR " / 4& n o | RSN T N P S / S /J1+4L —|”
= 1/ 122 2 72 o e adbantadl ) '//.‘j/ i _;.
= \/ 20 4 a| __\ _n PRV AaAR’AP 492 l ——{
3 " L | : / 17\ u'u l
. 1//7% 2z i : : |
i NnA;‘—hd-- - A 23 No. fugitives, - No. deaf and dumb, m..l.‘--.,,_ [
::::., g x"‘m"‘"":;,g— No. manumitted, . No.blind, — ° MM—_—J




24




. / ) / ,2"/
\ !‘l ‘ & . N N / 4 - . 3 .
COURE&R— JOURNAL - MAY 3, 1876 page 2 ¢c. 5=T

i
%

Mariuscripts & Folklife Archives I
Library Special Collections THE CONFEDERATE DEAD
Western Kentucky University ) S
The Dedication of the Monument Erected in Farimount
Cemetery, Hear Bowling Greeh. :
An Eloquent Tribute to the Valor and Sigcerity of the Soldiers of
the South Delivered by Col. "1 C. P. Breckinridge .

The rise and Fall of the Confederate Movementfrom the standpoint
of History and Philosophy.

THE PAST, THE PRESENT, A#D THE FUTHRE.

Colonel Breckinridge spoke as follows:

My Countrymens L invite you to no idle ceremony--no mere
funeral honors to the dead. True, we do honor to these heroic men,
and testify our grateful remembrance of them and their virtues.

But far more significant are these ceremonies to which I now
welcome you. These men were born citizens of a free country, heirs
of encient libserties, and died soldiers of a defeated army enlisted
_in a ruined cause. This mbrument has been erected in their honor
because ther were soldiers in that army, and fell in defense of
that cause, and we are here todedicate ti in honor of the principles
for which they died. Had the cause bsen unworthy, the principles
base pr tramsitomy, pr unimportant. their heroism might tempt us

to speak in hushed and chairtable terms pf that for which they
died, but would not justify us in thus solsomnly gigimg our
children to believe them worthy of imitation. Their courage and
endurance and death would excite our admiration and pity, but not
justify our approbation and praise.

We dare not praise a Cataline though we admire his audacity
and courage; nor approve a Coriolanus, though we become. indignant
at his wrongs and melted at his flial piety; nor applaud a Claver=-
house, though & piteous tenderness for his cruel calamities blind
our eyes, and his chivalric graces thrill our hearts. But these
men and their comrades deserve all that can be given to those who
dssplayed the highest qualitles which adorn and dignify our race.
The Pantheon could open its doors to welcome them among its im=-
mortals, and Westminster feel fhbnored to receive their dust.

The four years of their battle were made glorious by their deeds,
and the very names of the fields crimsoned by their blood will shine
as stars in the coronal of the world's glow. The full story of
those wears has not been told; but to our heros immortality had.
been already &ccorded.

When you, matron, bring your boy to this monument and he asks
about those to whose memory we dedicateit, what a host of precious
names may fall on his listening earl How rapt will he listen as
the strange but glorious words Shiloh, Chicamauga, Manassas, the
Wilderness take forth his glowing imagination and reproduce those
-=-ful days with their glare and roar 0f —wcw=- { And then, as he

gazes with ==-=--- and face all aglow into your eye, and asks
what meatn all this, what answer will you give? As he asks you



what of Morgan, and his bold rigers? Who wéi#é these Kentuckiahs,
Johnston and Br-eckenriggo, charging at the head of that devoted
reserve at Shiloh? What of Lee, who hurled his infantry of
Northern Virginia--more glorious than Grecian phalanx and &as
r:sistless as the Thath Legion--through the tangled underbrush

of the Wilderness? UYr this Jackson, swooping like an eagle on

his prey? Mother, ansser him--were they hercic but misguided
trators? 4nd if, in his eager questionsgngs, his young hears
beating high with noblest aspirations, he wishes he had been there
to follow Yhe sword of Lee or charge with Stuart, will you check
with the stern repuke , "My son, they were the enemies of liberty
snd traitors to their county"? For oursslves we answer that
question to-day in this solemn dedication, and we werect this
monument &s a silent but enduring witness of our snswer to poster=
ityo '

There stands our answer--to its truth and to our sincerity we
this day dedicate it. Ian the sight of Almighty God and this
audience, in the presences of heaven and our children, we make
answer, and from our hearts declare tijat they were true soldiers
of living and loving sons of the mother Commonwealtths who bore
them, and for whom they died:t--true men and leal, who followed
where honor led where duty commanded, and we appeal to the august
tribunal of posterity to pass upon the truth of this answer.

Bleven years have passed, sknce the great war ended, end the
paroled soldiers of a destroyed Confederacy returned to their im-
poverished homes and conquered states, and this is-the (lentennial
of Ameriesn independence. The paroled soldiers of the defeated
armys were children of the conquering heroes of the Revolution,
and heirs of the glorious memories and priceless prineciples of
those heroic men.

Man &s men is of necessity born free, for he is bora in the
likeness of God, and an essential atiribute of his humanity is an
unappeasable longipgitto remain free. But by an equal necessity
social organisms must exist, and this personal freedom must co=
exist with national indendence. :

There may be an independent nation of subjects; there can not
be & dependentenation of freemén. Netional independence is the
fundamental condition of personal liberty, and the great problem
mankind has sought in tears and blood, with incalculable labors
and sacrifices, to solve has been how to unite personal liberty
with national independence. To pressrve the one requires such
government power and strength as constantly endanger the other.
The "strong government" absolutely necessary to prevent foreign
interference and conquest, and secure domestic tranquility has
been found almost incompatible with the existence of liberty.

Our fathers were not pioneers in this great enterprise. Six
thousand years had been vain}y spent in tentative efforts; the
costliest sacrifices had been in vain, and the noblest hearts had
broken with agony at repeated failures, and the loftiest souls



bowed in snguish only lower than that of Gethsemane at the triumph
of might over right, of strength over love, of despotism over
liberty. Human intellect could easily see that it was possible

on the simple hypothesis that men would remain pure and contlnue

to love liberty. But rulers loved power more than liberty, and -
nations became corrupt and unworthy to be free. 4nd so the un-
ending struggle went on until the sixty centuries behind us are
hecatombs filled with the brokenthearts of truest patriots, and

the crushed hopes of the most devoted lovers of liberty--the
martyrs of the "lost causes" of freedom--causes defended with &
genius almost supernatural, with & skill beyond criticism, with

& devotion which exeites our profoundest love, with a disciplined
courage that faced death with the promptest obsdience and marched
into the grave with the precision of a parade. The most attractive
and saddest pages of the history of our race are those upon which
are recorded the apparently vain sacrifice of pure lives and loving
hearts for & cause trampled to death under the remorseless heel

of brutal force. The contest is of necessity unending, for the
unquenchable yearning to be free is one of the essential attributes
of humanity, and when it ends the race ceases to be human. Our
fathers found the problem facing then and boldly, wisely met it.
They met it indeed, under most peculiar and favorable circumstances.
A virgin continent preserved to freedom had been seized by the
exiled for liberty's and conscience's sake, and in the very act

of securing homes these exiles had formed States; so when the
struggle came the existent governments, ready made as it were,

gave power and authority to the contest, and formed the means of
confederation; and, victory won, there remained no foe but the
inherent power of decay and the mighty force of change.

To protect themselves from each other, to preserve liberty
from its children, to secure freedom from the prosperity and
corruption of the future, were the chief objects to be obtained.

Yot they recognized the absolute necessity of national strength;
therefore, they founded & republic--one as to all the world--
through which and by which the might of all should be wielded

. against all foreign foes, and the common power used to protect the
common liberty against the possible encroachments of any section.
And as the safeth and welfare of socisty are the essential conditions
of its existence, such powers, and only such, were granted as were
deemed necessary to insure this common safety and equal welfare,

and thus preserve to a prosperous and pewerful countyy the blessings
of liberty, secured by an established justice, and insured domestic
tranquility and a common defensse.

But in the very Constitution creating the Govermment the
exact powers deemed necessary to secure these ends were enumerated
and granted, and all others withheld, so that there could never
be pretense for the tyrant's plea and the persecutor's defense=--
"the good of the people required it." The messure of duty was the
extent of the powers therein granted, and a step beyond, on sny
pretense, was at once and usurpation and a violation of the oath
to maintain, and this no plea can justify.
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To this common government was entrusted the duty of protecting
liberty against the world, and securing it from internal foe
through the revolution of the form of government in a State. To
secure & Republican governmment to each State and a free and prosperous
country to 8ll the citizens was the prime object of the union. But
they recognized with equal clearness dangers from this very national
strength, and preserving the sovereignty of the States reserved to

them the full powers of locel govermment. DBut even in the strength

of these States were great dangers; and they placed as the corner=
stone of the whole edifice the unalterable right of the people
to change, modify or destroy the fabric they had erected.

American liberty, therefore, was that all the powers of the
government rested upon the consent of the governed to be exercised
by sovereign States, and to be protected by a union of these
States in a republic. These were essential parts of the system.
But this system was for the sole purpose of preserving and pro-
tecting the rights, privileges énd liberties of the people. All
were “mericens, but above and before thet all were freemen. All
were citizens of the respective States, and as such, citizens of
the great Republic. But above that citizenship, precious as it
was, all were fres. The essential object, to secure which all
else was formed, was to perpetuate civil liberty; the mode might
be temporary or preve unavailing. Let it never be forgotten that
government is but a means, not an end; forms of government are
but devices of man's wit--temples in which to worship. The end
is human freedom; the spirit to be worshiped is liberty.

) Our fathers devised a form--comples but easily understood--
which, in their wisdom, seemed fitted to secure the end. They
createg no unalterable, infallible order of priesthood or unchaq@eable
soYere}gnty. The only sovereignty was in the people; that remains
unimpaired, unchanged end inalienable: They gave--they could give--
to nobody or government or majority, absolute, unlimited powers.
They hed throvn on the domination of a Government resting upon
centuries of recognized right, and no age can sanctify despotism, -
or bgr the right to be free. The essential element of freedom i;

& voice in the government, an actual, potential, not merely
nominal voice. It is absurd to say that e form of being heard is
equivalent to being heard. Under the worse emperors with whom
Rome was ever cursed universal suffrage existed, and the solemn
farce of repeated elections amused the willing slaves.

We inherited this Government from our fathers and prospered
und?r it. They had conquered a wondrous empire for liberty, and
the}r children subdued it to peace, prosperity and powser. Glorious
herl?age to transmit to posperity was this American Republic. 4
cont}nent--boundless in its wealth and possible resources--dedicated
t? ?1Yil liberty and devoged to the peaceful pursuits of Christian
017111zation. Beatific visions might will ravish the hearts of our
dying sages on the memorable 4th of July &scthey gezed through the
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casement slowly growing "a glimmering square" upom the country they
were leaving. Moses on the mountain of NWebo saw nothing equal.

But the very magnitude of the empire--the very wealth of the heritage--
were full of danger. The domination of such & continent, the

éontrol of such wealth, the sielding of such power, were & prize

too tempting, and to seécure it no checks were regarded and no
limitations observed.

The power to affect the internal institutions of States, to
interfere with peculiar domestic affairs of the citizen, to close
the common territory to common use, to override the provisions of
the Constutution, and supplant its guarentees with the unknowm and
therefore arbitrary sanctions of a higher lew, was claimed; and
those who claimed this pewer put intoabsolute possession of the
common Government, against the earnest protest of a helpless
minority; aye, with insults, jeers and threats to thet minority;
who were "no longer™ of the Govefnment, but under the Governmment;"
and this is the essential difference between independence -and
subjection. And then, to make this control effectual when these
claims were resisted, it was claimed with equal boldness that the
first, great object of the government our fathers had formed was
to preserve a territorial union at all hazards and every sacrifice.
To accomplish this, States could be blotted out, standing armies
raised and used by the executive to subdue snd hold States, courts
silenced and disobeyed, citizens arrested without warrant and
punished without trial, property seized, and every personal right
violated.

These were startling claims, speedily put into actual practice.
And to all protests the only answer wvouchsafed was, "lt is the will
of the majority to be enforced by the bayonet.” TFor a few shilling
tex Hempden led a reveclution and a people bsheaded a kings for a
few pence imposition Henry arocused a continent, and Washington
founded a republic. ‘

That republic was founded on the principle that "governments
are instituted among mem to secure the inalienable rights of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, deriving their just powers
from the conseént of the governed, and thet whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of theses ends it is the right of the
people to alter or abolish it, and to institute & new govermment,
laying its foundation on such principles and orgenizing its powers
in such form as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
safety and happiness;™ and was builted upon the sacred right of
locel self-government, through and by the States. To protect, not
abuse, was its object; to preserve, not destroy, these rights was
its duty. No majority had power to emnslave; there resided nowhere
s power to change this essential part of the social compact. We
had never agreed to hold our liberties and rights at the will of
any body, however large; there was the measure of our grant and
our promise; there the measure of power and obedience. All history
had testified that liberty could not be entrusted to a non-resident
power; numberless tombs bore witness that imperial; republics meant
a remorseless despotism; the past demonstrated that liberty was only
safe-=if safe even then--when guarded by local governments; and
that this is impossible without the preservation of the autonomy of

the States.
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T care not what was the peculiar property, institution or habit
with which the right to interfere was claimed; if <that property, in-
stitution or habit was ours, was lawful, and the right did not exist--
the claim was tyramnical, and its enforcement destructive to liberty.

. The right to tax one shilling involved the whole of English 1libertye
The right to disregard -the just power of the States, and to impair
“the rights of the citizen in any matter, however minute, involved the
~ ddstruction of the State and the enslavement of the citizens, and to

_ enforce this claim by force made the danger involved in the claim &
permenent despotisme :

The thoughtful need not be told that such claims could only be
the result of long-conbinued and fierve contests; that they could not
be granted by a people fit to be free. That the very claim involved
& breach. of faith, the more perfidious in that the compact wes made
when we were strong and they weak, and broken, when they became=- by
meansof that very compact--strong and we weak, only rendered submlss=-
jon more galling not more abject. That it was accompanied with threats:
‘of servile war and all its attendant horrors could ohly make the yoke
 more offensive, not more real, That the result destfoyed not merely
the wealth, but the entire social fabric of fifteen States, and endan=—
gered the very existence of their civilization, only exhibited in
clearer light the spirit and temper of those thus' given the powser of

the whole machinery of the common government. And the more thought-
ful sbudent of American hisbtory may perchance come to the conclusion
that in the progreas of time there had grown up two peoples in this;
fair land;and the arbitrament of force was necessary in the inevitable
struggle, It so happened that the particular bax was once ship=- '
money nor fair tax: on teas which our fathers: resisteds So now it
happened that this claim was put forth concerning the peculiar institu—
tion of the South, and it was not slavery we defendeds We avouch this
day that we battled for liberty; to maintain, to preserve, to trans-

" mit true constitutional civil liberty was: the cause of our love and

our dangerse To preserve to our States their ambtonomy, without which

- local self-government is & cheat and a fraud; 2 voice in the management
of the commongovernement, without which we and they must be the prey

. of those who have control of its machinery; to the citizen the pro-
tection of a friendly. government, in which he has some control, and
without which govermment becomes a mere mask for robbery and oppression=-
‘was the purpose for which we fought and these men died. National
independence, Staté autonomy, personal liberty--these were the prizes:

" for which we were willing to sacrifice all--dearer to our hearts:

“+hen 1ife and homew=-our inheritance from honored stres; to our,
children we desired to transmit them; and for them we marched and
suffered for four years of hardship, danger and battles. For such a
cause men ought to be willing to die, and to its martyrs: it is meet
that monuments should béerecteds , -

Liberty is immortal, and its cause is never wholly losts; but
the peculiar form she tées to woo her votaries and enlist their
services in accordance with the people, age and circumstances, .
and such causes are often hopelessly overthrown. Our peculiar cause
is dead forever. e made our triumph depend. on the independence of
the Southern Confederacy; and that is forever deads Whether this
was wise or umwisé, we care not to discuss. Whether it could have
been avoided and the battle ranged under the old flag and for the



the recovery of the old Govermment, matters little now. Whether those
who led us, led us wisely or not, posterity will determine and write
her verdict in history. And there may be difference in the judgment
passed upon the action of those States which seceded and formed the
Southern Confederacy; and those which, after force was employed to
conquer that Confederacy, joined their fortunes with ite The very
attempt to conquer by force those seceded States changed the whole
nature of our compact; it substituted force for consent as the condition
of wnion and warrant of powerk and made the central govermment the
sole judge of the necessity, justice and measure of the force to be
usede This in the last analysis is the sole difference between free
snd despotic govermments--one 1s founded on force, the other on con=
sents The struggle, perhaps, of necessity could have tacen no other
form. But our success involved the extabli shment of that Confederacy
and depended upon it. Our defeat forever prevents any possibility

of that, and not one is insane enough to dream of its practicabilitye.
The results of the war, too, prevent the possibility of those Stat ess
ever attempting the establishment of a confederacy on the territorial
boundaries of the broken confederacye We reocognize that the destruc-
tion of slavery destroyed that bond between the Statesj;and in the
fPuture new interests and new ties will create new relations essente-
ially different from those existing before the war. In that sense,
also, our cause was hopelessly lost, and we frankly acknowledge to-
day that it would be umwise to restore it. And we accdpt as & fund-
amental postulate of Americah politics (I use the word in its true
and noble meaning) that seccession means revolution and war-=the
arbitrament of arms and an appeal to the God of battless

Whet else has been lost Very very much. I do not attempt to
estimate the precious lives--so dear %o many homes. Ve weep with the
bercaved of the terrible struggle wherever they may bee Nor the
pasteful and criminal destruction of property and the accumulation of
o vast public debt, which may enslave the poor and change the nature
of our institutions.

But we have lost all confidence in the sanetity of written cone
stitutions and the power of mutual guarantees. Who believes that,
amid the excitement of another struggle, the barricades erected 1n the
constitutions of the United States and of the States will protect
against the bayonet of the infantry or the hoof of the cavalry-
man's horse? We have learned the power of force and become familiar
with its use. We have played with bastiles and military comrnlssions,

and easily tire of slow courts with enlightened consciences and
hempered by constitutional restrictions. Te have tasted thesweebs of
militery glory and had visions of empire. e have seen how the Iorms:
of fres govermment can be used To secure false returns and cover in=
violability of our rights and thé omnipotence of lawe Coubt has
found lodgment where faith ruled, and suspicion taken the place of
confidence, The outspoken boldness of conscious freedom has been
tempered with an ever-present prudence, and expediency deified above
righte We tolerate encroachments, and implore rather than demand our
rightse Ve are content if we escape when our brethren suffere

We have learned to use the common Govermment for private aggrand=
$zement, and tolerate corruption in high places, and bow before ill-
gotten wealth. Above all, faith in the fidelity, courage and stern
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1ove of 11berty of the Deople-u+he only true foundatlon of free

Goverment-«has been weakeneds

We can hardly realize what is the terrible significence.of all

thiss I am no alarmist, but I entreat you, my countrymen, to pause
and weigh you these significant facts., In the hurry .of our over=-

crowded lives, in the péaceful happiness of our guiet homes, in the
gay scenes of sotial converse, in the rush of commerce and business,

“we forget these portentious truths. We look around vs and see smiling

landscapes and fertile field, the smoke. of' prosperous towns and the
evidences of civilized wealth; we hear the hum of busy men and the sound
of increasing riches; and we take comfort at the thought that all is
well, Is it so? Are there no. clouds in the future? Are there no

~dengers ahead?

We told our countrymen that the attempts to subjugate the South
was fraught with dangers to their liberties as well as to ours, but
they would not believe use The South was subjugated, and we are again
as one people invilved in a common destinye. Their flag is our flag-=-

‘cne countrJ, one flagy one liberty. Were we in our prophesy wholly
at fault? Would to God that we weree ~Would to God that the centennial

of American Independence found us a people rich, prosperous, peaceful,
secure of our liberties; for my children share these benignant pro=-
visionses Is it so? Are our liberties secure? Are our States freef? .
Is our future safe? Ask Louisiana; question Mississippi; go to the
gravé of Francis Marion, or stand on the field of Butew and ask South
Carolina,. Go Northwerd and put your queries to the slaves of the loom,
or the starvings of the over=-crowded éities. Ny, go to the most '
thoughtfulof our patriots and catch their subdued responseswe

Many of our purést countrymen recognized all the dangers we pro-
phesied, and admitted that liberty might be swallowed up in the maw:
of a great central government, which had learned to despise constitu-

- tional guarenties, tmample upon personal rights, wield the sword,
‘end use the pursey that amid the ruins and throes of civil war this

giant might be born to the destruction of constitutionsal libertys

~ but they said the risk was not so great as that hostile republies,,
- lying side by side on this continent, would be compelled for self-—

preservation to become military powers, and thereby in the end become
despotisms; .or that with the right of dlslntegratlon once put into
practice, a host of weak and jealous republics;, tired of wars and

: wrangles, would fall prey to one great master. We wlll preserve,
~saild they, 8ll we cen of our liberties in putting down the rebellion

and then reconguer by peaceful means from the central Governmenx whet

it selzed during that bloody pezlod.'

Others were dazzled——as~many.good,'miguided men have been before=-
at the visions of imperial splendor which the dream of an ocean=bound

~republic creates; and forgot that liberty dwells not amid purple and
- gold andprecious stones, nor abldes safely amidst armed legions and

powerful rulerse

The war has been over eleven years and the emperiélrepublics is
an actual reality; and the duties of the hour press upon use
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Our duty and our inbterest; my comrades, mite in making our
pathwey plain, We are citizens of this great country--we are called
to our lot today. I am not uttering the gush fashioneble nowadays -
about bygones being bygones: 'and bing brotherse I have on similar
occasions uttered my whole mind on that. subject==uttered it when my
, comrades, perhaps, recelved it un.w:r.lllnglye I neither modify nor
‘radd to those wherances. '

But whether we wish it . or not, we are of necessity citizens of
this republic; and there are only two courses before us=~-one to fold
our arms and seay it is none of our affair--live in the past and abnegate
our manhood in the present. The other to acknowledge our allegiance

and perform our whole duty as citizens. ¥We ask no favors--we make
. no claims.  We are cltlzens equal with all other citizens, with free
tongues and brave hearts, We love liberty and 'mean-=-God willing--
- to aid all who desire to preserve it. We unite with all good citizens:
to preserve to ourselves and to posterity the blessings of good gov-
erment, sdministered under the law, eand we reserve the privilege of
resisting as may be necessary all who may attempt to usurp those powers:
or to filch those rlghus,'blndlng our childrén to no other and diffepent
pledge than that to which our fathers bound us, and to which all alike
are equally bound. We bear no malice., We keep alive no animositiesw.
' We bear no confessions of guilt. We loved the cause and our comradess
We love their memories. We will honor their graves., We stand by ‘
- their orpHans, but we do-this without bitterness to any one and without
apology. - While we remember that Lee and Breckinridge died proscribed,
and Louisiana and South Carolina are held by the throat, we walt
without impatience or servile importunities for the dawn of a purer
‘and better day--confident that no Polands can be. kept enslaved in

this country, that all will be free or all enslaved, and that the
liberties: of every State are equelly at stake, and the day of a true
amnesty is not. far distant. We are not prodigals who return confessing
that our substance has been wasted in riotous living, even though
.fatted calves be killed for our feast and golden rlngs be ready for

our fingers. We simply claim that we are equal citizens of & common
country, in which, with God's aid, we will strive to do our parts

This is the true basis of réconciliation: A manly defense of the
~ ceuses for which we fought, a frank confession of what was lost and-

an honest avowal of our purpose to perform all the duties of citizen-
ship. More than this would be craven eand untrue; less then this un-
wise and undutifuls. Brave men will believe and trust us; patriotic
men will welcome our aid; free men will applaud us and thus, true sons:
of our mother Commonwealths, and faithful citizen of our common
country, we will do our part to sécure to every State and citizen the
b19351ngs of constitutional liberty. We will bulld vp our own States
by & wider educetion; 'a fuller dévelopment and o more liberal culture,
and thus add to the strength and. glory of the common Govermment, ade

inistered according to the principles of a revered Constitution, and
- loved because it will be just, impartiel and pure. We will.do owr
part to maintain for all citizens end every State the inalienable and
inestimable rights of American liberty, regaining what may have been
taken, preserving what remsins, securing to the common Govermment its
just powers and true glorye. We will strive to realize the glorious.
vision of our sires--a. free country of sovereigh States, so strong
- that all will respect it, so just that all will obey it, so free that
21l will love it; & country where to do rlght is the whole compulsion,
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to prevent wrong the sole restraint; where fealty is, through love and
obedience, an act of the heart, We, my comrades, stand not in the
way of the realization of thisbright futuepe. Let the curse of the
patriot fall upon those who doe

T have spoken with that frankness which the presence of death

renders imperative; spoken what I believe to be the convictions of
my comrades=-<What my own sense of duty seemed to require of me, T
have spoken asan American citizen, claiming all the privileges, and
willing to perform all the duties belonging to that great titles
conscious of a pabriotism which embraces the entire country, and
loving liberty with a passionate devotion. I have desired to avoid
enkindling any extinguished or dormant memories which were unkind
or bitter. Let them sleep the sleep that kiows: no waking. Implacability
marks not the noble. I have not even attempted to call back those
memories which comradeship in danger, hardship and battle make so
clear, As I stand there in this presence-=~there the silent dead, there
the memorizl of the love whose manly friendship gave me honor-=the
olden memories melt my heart. I need not even mention the names of
town or field, for every soldier's heart has its own consecrated
scenes,

"Hallowed down to earth's profound

And up to heaven,“

scenes sanctified by a comrade's death, or an act of gentle, loving
kindnesse. In the name of the living comrades of these dead heroes;
T bow my head in unuttereble gratitude to all who were kind to them
in their exile, suffering end death, and in the name alike of the
living and the dead of that great disbanded and surrendered army I
dedicate this monument to our unceasing gratitude and meradicable
recollection of the unfailing, heroic, self=denying ministration,

of the women of the Souths¢ God be with them wherever they are. God
bless them with the plentitude of His mercies. God give to our land
for all the perils of her fubure such women to be mothers of her de-
fenderse :

And, in the names of all the survivors of that great war, whose
comrades lie in this beautiful cemetery, I dedicate this momument
to the preservation of national independence, the autonomy of the
States and the liberties of the citizen, I dedicate it to the memory
of all who died in defense of those inestimable blessings; to the
preise of all who love truth and courage and fidelity. I dedlcate
it to the glorious heroism of the martys of the South.

Vho can tell when cavses arse lost? Two thousand years ago Varus
and his legions fell before the might of an outraged nationality, and
only yesterday, amid the wild huzzas of the great Germanic fatherland,
Arminius in bronze is placed as sentry over the mighty nation, whose
existence is the realization of the dream of centuries, for which &
score of generations vainly struggled.

The imprisoned and despised Bunyan now adorms: the English city
which hooted him, and gives new courage to the pilgrims in the burdened
progress to the city beyond the Delectable mountainse

The English Commonwealth died with the great lord protector, but:
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the true English Commonwealth, the glorious Commonweslth won by

:noblést blood and unfold sacrifices, survives today, and stout old
Oliver heads the list of Tthe sons of freecdom who have fought the

unending battle of English liberty. How many centuries have been
made green by Irish valor and Irish_constancy?

As the vast procession of the martyred soldiers of liberty pass
before us our hearts melt with grief, and yet exult with inefiable
pride and thanksgiving. Vhat o glorious hostl Of every tribe. and
age and rank--yet brothers alle Our brothers, my comrades, who need
not be ashamed to receive out Lee and Jackson in their honored rankse
Some fell, as Sidney dJohnson, in the van of stricken battle;some,
ags Johnston, in the shouts of victory in their ears went to God; some
from the gloomy dungeons of tyrannys; some from the scaffold of despotic
cruelty; some from the steke of demoniacal rage; others brokenhearted
1ike Lee, or proscribed like Breckinridge. Jew or Centile, Greek
or Roman, Arminius or William the Sile nt, Wellace or Hampden, Wa.shingbton,
Henry, or Lee--All soldiers in o common struggle; comrades under the
same blood=-stained bamner, oft trailed in defeat; alas! so often '
stained by the heart'sblood of her heroic.defenders and tarnished
by the heels of her ferocious enemies; but ever reappearing, never
without devoted followers, wao held life cheap in her service. We
dedicate this monument to the great army of fresdom--the innumerable
host of the past, of whom the world was not worthy. And from our
loins may there spring & race worthy to be the commexdes of the illuste-

rious deads

Believe me menkind recognizes its deathless ones, and at their
graves lays the tribute of gratitude and love. This we hesp and now
doe :

Kentucky thus honors the stranger dead who rest In her generous
bosom, and prays that in her future she may find in her hours of trial
and peril such sons to defend and guard here

Liberfy bends sbove these graves, and weeps the untimely end
of those who gave themselves to her cause, and for their lives bew-
stows immortalitye

Mothers who lost stalwart sons, widows who gave idoliged husbands,
fair maidens who surrendered to honor the loversol their heartss
dedicate this monument to the loved and Jogt-="the gone befores™

We dedicate it with tears. Ve invoke God's -blessing upon all
whose hearts bled for these who never returned, and in His great name
we dedicate it to the future of an unbroken peace between the States
and 2 new and holier brotherhood among the citizens of this mighty
Republice And may the God 6f Freedom make universal and perpetual
the reigh of a true libertyl




Original from
UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA

Digitized by GOOSIE

21b6006-pd#asn ssadde/6ao1snaityiey - mmm//:di1y / paztitbip-216009 ‘uTewoq 2119nd
N/89%¥/0OOTSHTE "UWN//ZOZ/IdU 3 1puey 1py//:sdily / 1W9 0S:TZ 60-.0-0ZOT UO paiedausn



Original from
UNIVERSITY OF MINMESOTA

Digitized by GOOSIE

21b6006-pd#asn ssadde/6ao1snaityiey - mmm//:di1y / paztitbip-216009 ‘uTewoq 2119nd
Z€89YF/0OOTSATE "UWN//ZOZ/I2U d1puey 1pYy//:sdily / 1W9 GE:TZ 60-L0-0ZOT UO paiedausn



-

"’ "CONFEDERATE STATE NS
CAPITAL OF KENTUCKY [ESSPEe

GOWLING GREEN NAMED STATE CAPITAL - (s
AT THE CONVENTION IN RUSSELLVILLE §
NOVEMBER 20. 1861 - ¥
FIRST GOVERNOR GEORGE W JOHNSON oty M
COMMISSIONERS TO THE CONFEDERATE TR U.S. 68 in Bowling Green
CONGRESS WILLIAM PRESTON
W.E SIMMS AND HENRY BURNETT
uEk .- ENT S HIBHRAYS @

e




HISTORICAL MARKER

No. -]

Date Inscription Received:

Date Erected:

Location: In nlace on US 68 in front of the Kentucky building.

CAPTION: CONFEDERATE STATE CAPITAL
OF KENTUCEY
Bowling Green named State Cmpital at the
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VAN METER HALL RENOVATION

ARCHEOLOGICAL
INVESTIGATION

INTRODUCTION

Ross Tarrant Architects, Inc. (RT) of Lexington, Kentucky, was contracted by Western
Kentucky University (WKU) to assist the univeisity in the renovation and expansion of
Van Meter Hall, Specifically, WKU wishes to renovate the building and expand the rear
half of Van Meter Hall to the south, east, and west. Van Meter Hall, which was
constructed in 1910, was built on top of Fort Lytle, a Civil War fort constructed and
occupied by Union troops from 1862 until the war’s conclusion in 1865. Fort Lytle was
initially constructed as an earthen embankment. Confederate forces abandoned Bowling
Green in February 1862, and the fort was completed by Union soldiers as a five-sided fort
with massive interior . cut-stone walls surrounded by thick, steeply-sioped earthen
embankments and bedrock. A.trench or moat surrounded the fort on at least two sides.
During the construction of Van Meter Hall, the interior stone wall on the “north” side of
the fort was removed completely, and the interior stone wall on the “west” side of the fort
was reduced to about one-third of its original length (34 feet). In addition, construction of
Van Meter Hall resulted in the removal (lowering) of about 4-5 vertical feet of the hill on
which some of the fort was originally constructed.

JMA was tasked with conducting a preliminary archeological study of the proposed
project area. The purpose of the archeological study is to attempt to answer the question
of whether or not building expansion will impact archeological resources such as
structural remains, features, and/or artifacts. The archeological investigations were
divided into five subtasks. These subtask include the following: (1) collect a limited
amount of data (secondary histories and historic maps) regarding the history and the
exact location and dimensions of the fort; (2) determine if the former fort location has
been recorded as an archeological site, and if so, what studies have been conducted and
what was the result of such studies; (3) conduct a site visit to assess the existing
conditions and the potential for archeological materials; (4) meet with Dr. Darlene
Applegate, Archeology Professor, Western Kentucky University, to collect any
information she has regarding the history of the fort; and (5) prepare a letter report that
briefly discusses the history of the fort, the existing conditions and potential impacts to
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the archeological site, and provides management recommendations for or against
additional archeological investigations.

In summary, over the last 90+ years several construction projects on top of the hill have
resulted in the complete removal of three of the five original stone walls as well as the
lowering of the original ground surface on the north, east and southeast, At this time,
extant walls are limited to most of the “south wall” (about 86 ft) and about one-third (34
ft) of the “west wall.” During the construction of Gordon Wilson Hall, newspaper
clippings and oral history suggest that soil material removed during construction of the
building was placed on top of the hill within the interior portion of the old fort.
Reportedly 2-3 feet of fill was placed on top of the hill at this time. Review of historic
photographs from 1898 and 1907 indicate a five to six course cut-stone wall. Today only
three courses of cut-stone remain visible. Given that the cut-stone varies from 12 to 18
inches in thickness, it seems reasonable to conclude that 2-3 feet.of fill has been
deposited on top of the original ground surface within the “undisturbed” portion of the
interior fort. As noted, construction of other buildings, sidewalks, parking lots have
disturbed the fort (i.e., interior fort grounds, the interior stone wall, and the ramparts) to
the extent that only about 20-25% of the original interior stone wall and ground surface
remain refatively intact. Today the trenches or moats on the south and west sides of the
fort contain sidewalks, It is also possible that structural remains of the fort foundation
and/or archeological features (e.g., pits, pr1v1es) ‘associated with the construction and
occupanon of the fort may exist at the rear and sidés of Van Meter Hall. The proposed
expansion to the rear of the building has the: potential to adversely impact archeological
and structural remains associated with the Civil War fort.

DATA COLLECTION METHODS

The data collection task included review of archeological site files, unpublished survey
reports, historic building: inventory site files and reports, National Register files and
records, Kentucky Civil War files, historic maps of the area, and other relevant materials.
Background research was conducted at the following repositories:

(1) the state archeological site files at the Office of the State Archeologist (OSA),
University of Kentucky-Lexington;

(2) the state historic building inventory files and National Register of Historic Places
(NHRP) files at the Kentucky Heritage Council (KHC) in Frankfort;

(3) the Kentucky Library and University Archives in Bowling Green;

(4) historic maps and records at the Special Collections Room at the Kentucky State
Historical Society (KHS) in Frankfort.

The purpose of the research was to identify, to the extent possible, the original location
and dimensions of the fort, the nature and extent of past historical and archeological
investigations regarding the fort, and assess (in a preliminary manner) the extent of past
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construction (and land use) impacts on the fort. Mr. Stevens, Principal Archeologist for
the project, conducted informal interviews about the history and archeology of Fort Lytle
with the following individuals:

» Mr. John Downs, currently the Cultural Resources Director for Kentucky State Parks
and formerly Survey Program Coordinator and Civil War expert for KHC (4/26/06)

» Dr. Michael Trapasso, Civil War expert and Geography Professor in the Department
of Geology and Geography at WKU (5/1/06)

= Dr. Darlene Applegate, Archeology Professor in the Department of Anthropology and
Sociology at WKU (5/1/06)

Some general information that was obtained as a result of the background research is
presented below. A more detailed discussion of the results of the background rescarch
and the analysis of the data collected is presented in the subsequent section entitled
“Results of Data Collection.”

* No archeological sites have been recorded at Fort Lytle or within a 2 kilometer (km)
radius of the project area.

= Fort Lytle (KHC Inventory Form WA-B-226) was nominated and formally listed on
the NRHP as an individual resource as well as a Multiple Resource Listing of Civil
War Fortifications in Bowling Green and Warren County, Kentucky in 1984. Two
other forts were listed on the Warren County Multiple Resource Listing of Civil War
Fortifications: Fort C. F. Smith and Fort Webb.

» Relevant historic maps of Fort Lytle and Van Meter Hall obtained during the
background research include (1) “Map of Bowling Green, KY Showing It's
Approaches and Défenses” (1863) and (2) “Topographical Plan Showing a Portion of
the State Normal School Site at Bowling Green, KY (1909, 1927).

= No detailed plan and profile map of the fort layout was identified and presumably
none exist, L

* Numerous historic photographs, including some aerial photographs, of the project
area were collected at the Kentucky Library and University Archives.

= Review of the Civil War files at the former KHC office of Mr. John Downs produced
several newspaper clippings and other unpublished information. Much of this “gray”
literature is not dated, nor does it identify an author.

RESULTS OF DATA COLLECTION

The Confederate government knew from the beginning of the Civil War that Bowling
Green, Kentucky, occupied a strategic location for a number of reasons. Located between
Louisville, Kentucky, and Nashville, Tennessee, Bowling Green was a transportation hub
with roads to Glasgow, Scottsville, Louisville, and Nashville (Gaines 2003). The
Louisville-Nashville Railroad, one of the few north-south rail lines in the area at the time,
ran through the town and the Memphis Extension Railroad passed south of town. The



VAN METER HALL RENOVATION

Barren River, which was then navigable, routinely carried boat and barge traffic.
Moreover, Bowling Green was surrounded by high ground and hilltops, good places to
construct fortifications to protect these transportation corridors. Both the Confederate and
Union armies wanted control of Bowling Green (Gaines 2003).

Confederate troops under General Albert Sidney Johnston invaded southern Kentucky
from Tennessee and took control of Bowling Green in September 1861, Johnston placed
General Simon Bolivar Buckner in command of 4,000 troops to occupy the town. The
Confederate troops began to build forts on eight hills surrounding the town (Figure 1), as
well as rifle pits, earthworks, and other defenses on some of the smaller knolls outside of
town (Gaines 2003). As indicated in Figure |, three of the forts were located on the edges
of Bowling Green while the five remaining fortifications were one to two miles outside
the town, Bald Bluff (also called Vinegar Hill, and now known as College Heights) was
the location of one of the Confederate Forts, originally known as Fort Vinegar. This fort
was renamed by the Union Army and is labeled “Fort Lytle” on Figure 1.

Fort Lytle was one of the eight forts that Buckner’s troops had begun to construct when
the Union Army invaded in 1862 (Trapasso 1987). The Union Army had captured
Paducah, Kentucky, to the west and was beginning to invade eastern Kentucky (Trapasso
1987:27). After capturing Fort Henry, Fort Heiman, and Fort Donelson in western
Tennessee and Kenfucky, Union troops began advancing eastward toward Bowling Green
(Stickles 1965). General Buckner, who believed his forces were greatly outnumbered,
ordered the Confederate troops in Bowling Green to burn quantities of war material and
destroy the bridge across the Barren River. As the Union Army continued their approach
toward Bowling Green, General Buckner eventually ordered his troops to evacuate
Bowling Green on February 15, 1862, after having occupied the city for five months
(Stickles 1965). The Union Army held Bowling Green until the end of the war and set up
a hospital, a supply depot, and a recruitment center in Bowling Green during the war,
“Tens of thousands of troops moved through the town on their way south” (Trapasso
2003). Soon after the occupation of Bowling Green, Union forces began to complete
construction of Fort Lytle as well as repairs to Fort C.F. Smith. Union forces changed the
name of Fort Vinegar to Fort Lytle, in honor General William Haines Lytle, who was
stationed at the fort at one time and was a well-respected and beloved poet (Trapasso
2006). General Lytle died in September 1863 while leading a charge at the battle of
Chickamauga, Georgia (Trapasso 2006).

Construction of Fort Lytle was completed by the 12" Heavy Autillery Unit of the United
States Colored Troops (Trapasso 2006). The interior fort walls consisted of five or six
courses of dry-laid stone (above ground surface) and rose to a height of just over five feet
tall. The stone walls were made of local limestone blocks approximately 24 inches iong
by 18 inches wide that the troops had blasted out of a limestone outcrop on the hill
(Stickles 1965; Trapasso 2006). The colored troops drilled holes in the limestone outcrop,
packed the holes with gunpowder and ignited it to blast out large pieces to shape into
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blocks to construct the walls. The ramparts were made of a mixture of earth and stone
that extended approximately 15 feet from the stone wall (Stickles 1965). The ramparts are
visible in historic photographs (Figures 2-5).

Figure 2. A 1922 view of thé interior stone walls of Fort Lytle with west and south ramparts visible,
Jacing southeast. Van Meter Hall is in the exireme left of the photo; Potter College building is in the
rear of the photo. Note the presence of the radio tower within the fort grounds.

Figure 3 (Left).
A 1927 aerial photo
Jacing east, showing
the ramparts and
stone walls of Fort
Lytle that remained
‘after construction of
Van Meter hall
(1910), left side of
photo, and Gordon
Wilson Hall (1927),
upper left. Note the
presence of the radio
tower within the fort
grounds,
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Figure 4 (Right).
A 1928 aerial
photo facing

southeast, showing
the ramparts and
stone walls of Fort

Lytle that remain

afier construction

of Van Meter hail

(1910} (left) and

Gordon Wilson
Hall (1927) (upper
lefi). Note the
presence of the
water tower beyond
the south rampart.

Figure 5 (Left). A 1928
aerial photo facing
northwest, showing the
ramparis and stone
walls of Fort Lytle that
remained afler

construction of Van
Meter Hall (1910) {left)
and Gordon Wilson
Hall (1927) (upper lefi).
Note the presence of the
water tower beyond the
south rampart.
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After the war, the site was deserted and became overgrown, In the late 1880s, the hilltop
site was selected for the site of a girls’ school, called Potter College (Stickles 1965). The
part of the hilltop facing the town was cleared and two buildings were constructed, a
three-story, brick classroom and residence hall for students and the president’s house
(Stickles 1965). The classroom/residence building stood about where Cherry Hall now
stands, Construction of the Potter College classroom/residence building seems not to
have affected Fort Lytle. An 1898 photograph facing west from the Potter College
building depicts the interior stone walls of the fort, which were still intact at that time
(Figure 6). Review of the photo suggests that if gun platforms were present during the
Civil War, they had been removed prior to 1898. The circular stone feature in the center
of the photo may have been a powder magazine; the U. S. Colored Troops built powder
magazines in addition to finishing construction of the fort (Trapasso 2006).

Figure 6. An 1895 view of the interior stone walils of the jort; walls appear to be intact in this photo taken
fiom Potter Hall, facing novthwest, note west wall in middle rear ground.

In 1906 the Western Kentucky State Normal School (now Western Kentucky University)
was founded by the state legislature and was located on College Street down the hill from
Potter College (Stickies 1965). By 1908 more space was needed for the Normal School,
the Poiter College campus and all the remaining uncleared land on the hill was sold to the
State of Kentucky to enlarge the Normal School campus. Figure 7, taken in 1907, depicts
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the remains of Ft. Lytle, facing west from the Potter College building. At this time, the
area inside the fort was being used as a park or open space as the photo shows people
standing and sitting on the grass.

Construction of Van Meter Hall in 1910 resulted in the demolition of the north and west
walls of the fort, Figure 8, a 1909 survey which was updated in 1927, indicates that wall
lines of the fort that were destroyed during the construction of Van Meter Hall, An
-overlay of the fort outline from the 1909 blueprint onto a modern map of the campus
confirms that portions of the north and west walls were destroyed during the 1910
construction of Van Meter Hall (Figure 9).

Figure 7. A 1907 view of the interior stone walls of the fort; walls appear to be intact in this phato
taken from Potter Hall, facing north, northwest; note west wall in rear center and left of photo.

In the 1920s the fort was in danger of being completely removed to make room for a new
library building. However, the fort was spared destruction when the design plans were
changed and the library was built further down the hill toward Fifteenth Street. Soil
“excavated for the library foundation was used to level the fort area” (Stickles 1965:42).
Review of Figure 2 shows what remained of the fort at that time. The photo was taken
looking east from the J. Whit Potter Hall, which is located roughly southwest of Van
Meter Hall. Van Meter Hall is at the far left in the photo. It is clear that several walls of
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the fort have been truncated during construction of Van Meter Hall, There is also a gap in
the fort wall near the building in the background of the photo, which is the old Potter
College building that was razed in 1935 to make way for Cherry Hall. A radio tower was
built inside the fort walls in the early 1920s (Figures 2 and 3).

By 1928, a water tower had been constructed outside the south walls and ramparts
(Figures 4 and 5) (Stickles 1974). Through the years, trenches associated with the fort
were turned into footpaths (Figure 10) and sidewalks (Figures 11 and 12). The main rifle
trench designed to protect men and cannons became a paved, ivy-covered walkway
(Trapasso 1987). Figure 13 illustrates the truncation of the west wall of the fort in favor
of the construction of Van Meter Hall. It should be noted that only three courses of stone
are visible above the current ground surface compared to five or six courses of stone
visible in Figures 6 and 7. Review of 1935-1936 photos taken during the construction of
Cherry Hall indicates the radio and water tower were still standing at that time.

Figure 8. Detail of Revised
Campus Plan (Wright, 1927,
original 1909), showing Van
Meter Hall and the
approximate location of the
“Old Fort” interior stone
wrlls.
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R | Figure 9 (Next Page).
L \"'v et} Detailed overlay of the
. 1909/1927 blueprint onto a
modern map of the campus,
showing the extant and
e projected interior stone
-‘»:;: walls of Fort Lytle and
(\ — relationship to Van Meter
g ] Hall.
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Figure 10, Undated historic photo showing wooden bridge extending from the
sounth wall of the fort, facing north; note dirt path, water tower is in the extreme

lefl of photo. -

ST

Figure 11, View of trench and sidewalk along the ouiside of the “west” wall, facing
southwest, Blasting drill holes were visible in the bedrock exposures to right.

12



ARCHEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION

Figure 12, View of trench and side.n;tilk along the exterior of the “south” wall,
Jacing southeast. Note bedrock exposures in the rampart of “south wall” on the
left of photo. Blasting driil holes were visible in the bedrock exposures right.

Figure 13. View of rear of Van Meter Hall, facing west. Note remnants of
west stone wall in upper left corner.

13
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In 1930, the name of the fort was changed to Fort Albert Sidney Johnston by college
President H. H. Cherry and a plaque dedicated to the history of the fort was erected on
the campus (Stickles 1965). Fort Lytle was listed on Kentucky Historic Resources
Inventory (KHRI) form as historic resources- WA-B-226, The form states that the
surviving walls and trenches represent approximately 40 percent of the original structure
(Hunter 1984). Some walls have been removed since that time, so that the actual
percentage of the original structure is more like 25 percent, Moreover, some of the walls
identified as original walls in the form are actually reconstructed walls in the same
general alignment and the same general location (i.e., within 10-15. feet) of the original
location, but by no means should these reconstructed walls be considered as original in
terms of location or construction. The map that accompanied the National Register
nomination form and JMA revisions of the original wall locations that more accurately
reflect the current status and location of the walls and trenches is shown in Figure 14.

In 1984, Fort Lytle was also listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NHRP) as
a contributing element in a multiple listing, with Fort Webb (WA-B-227) and Fort C. F.
Smith (WA-B-232), as a Civil War Fortification Thematic Resource (Hunter 1984) Fort
Lytle is both an individually eligible National Register property and also a contributing
element to the Muitiple Resource Listing of Civil War Fortifications in Bowling Green
and Warren County. '

FIELD METHODS

Archeological field investigations at Fort Lytle were preliminary in nature and very
limited in scope. The intent of the field investigations was to determine if any of the
“west” wall line of the fort still existed behind Van Meter Hall and to determine the
potential for significant archeological ‘deposits within the proposed impact area. Field
tasks included: "~

= a walkover survey of the proposed project area,

= the placement of a number of soil probes with an Oakfield split-spoon soil probe in
the rear of the building, and

» probing soil in and adjacent to the proposed impact area with a five-foot tile probe.

The purpose of the walkover survey was to assess current conditions in the project
vicinity, determine the extent of the original stone walls vs. disturbed or rebuilt walls, and
prepate a sketch of the approximate location of the original fort walls. The purpose of the
soil probes was to make a preliminary assessment regarding the nature and integrity of
the soil deposits in the project area and the extent (horizontal and vertical) of previous
disturbance and/or fill; the purpose of the tile probe was to try and determine the
subsurface extent of the “west” stone wall and if possible determine the depth of fill and
the depth to bedrock behind Van Meter Hall.

14
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Figure 14. Detail of NRHP sketch map to accompany KHRI form WA-B-226 showing original resource
boundaries and revised stone wall locations based on current research.
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The split-soil probes measured about 1 inch in diameter and were intended to penetrate
the subsurface to a maximum of depth of three feet, Soil information (e.g., depth, color,
texture, soil horizon designation, soil structure, soil boundary) was recorded on JMA
shovel test forms using standard scientific nomenclature. A series of soil probes were
aligned with the end of the “west” wall of the fort, The soil probes were located 7 ft (1a-
c), 9 ft (2a-c) 21 ft (3a-b), 22 ft (4), and 28 ft (5a-b) from the end of the extant stone wall
(Figure 15). Soil probe “a” was located in direct alignment with a theoretical extension of
the “west” wall; soil probe “b” was located roughly one foot to the north (toward Van
Meter Hall or outside the fort wall), and soil probe “c” was located roughly one foot to
the south (away from Van Meter Hall or toward the inside of the fort wall). Tile probes
were placed in various locations around and adjacent to the soil probes in an effort to
provide additional coverage and to try and determine the presence or absence of the
“west” wall of the fort below the ground surface. All soil and tile probes were terminated
by bedrock, the stone wall, or large rocks in the fill within the top 2-3 feet (80 cms).

FIELD RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS

JMA conducted an extensive pedestrian survey of the proposed impact area as well as
placed a series of soil probes (and tile probes) in alignment with the end of the west wall.
Figure 15 depicts the location of the soil probes, and Figure 15a-b provides representative
soil profiles and soil descriptions, As noted above soil probes la, 2a, 3a, and 5 are aligned
with the end of the west wall, The stone blocks used to construct the interior fort wall
were reportedly 18 inches wide (Stickles 1965, Trapasso 2006). Soil probes 1b, 2b, 3b,
and 4 were placed one to two feet north of the presumed wall alignment, and soils probes
lc and 2¢ were placed one to two feet south of the wall alignment. As indicated in soil
descriptions presented in Figure 15a, soil probes la, 2a, and 3a were presumably
terminated because the soil probes encountered stone blocks associated with a subsurface
extension of the west wall. Tile probes adjacent to the soil probes also suggest that stone
blocks that contributed to the foundation of the west wall of the fort may extend below
the ground surface for several feet beyond the end of the above-ground portion of the
wall. For the most part, soil and tile probes north and south of the west wall alignment
encountered large rocks in the soil fill, and as a result probes in these locations were not
able to penetrate the fill to the same (or greater) depth as the presumed subsurface wall
line recorded in soil probes la, 2a, and 3a. Soil probes 5a and 5b were located adjacent to
the sidewalk behind Van Meter Hall and in alignment with the west wall. Both soil
probes were terminated by bedrock or subsurface concrete at very shallow depths.

The original ground surface was not encountered in any of the soil probes; thus
corroborating reports that two or three feet of fill were placed on the original ground
surface within the interior walls. Figure 16 illustrates portions of the former fort arca that
are grass covered and appear to have two or three feet of fill on top of the original ground
surface. In addition to the extant portions of the south and west stone walls, portions of
the associated ramparts and trenches around these walls remain relatively intact. The

16
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bedrock exposures beyond the ramparts and trench on the south side of the fort exhibit
drill scars from drilling holes for blasting, These bedrock areas are likely part of the Civil
War era stone quarry used during construction of the fort. The planter depicted in Figure
16 is in roughly the same location as the 1920s radio tower, and the circular concrete
feature in the quarry area is the location of the former water tower.
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Figure I5a. Soil profiles and descriptions of representative soil probes in the former location of the
“west"” wall of Fort Lytle. Note 1a, 2a, 3a, and Sa soil probes located along a projected extension of
the extant remnants of the “west wall” of Fort Lytle,
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Figure 15b. Soil profiles and descriptions of representative soil probes in the former location of
the “west” wall of Fort Lytie. Note 1a, 2a, 3a, and 5a soil probes located along a projected
extension of the extant remnants of the “west wall " of Fort Lyile.

Figure 16 (Next Page). Detail of modern map of campus showing location of Van Meter
Hall, extant and projected intevior sione walls of Fort Lytle, and soil probe locations.
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Background research and preliminary field investigations of the proposed project area
(and immediate vicinity) suggest some tentative conclusions or inferpretations. These are
as follows:

» the structural remains of Fort Lytle are recognized as a National Register Historic
Property (WA-B-0226) and also as a contributing element to Multiple Resource
Listing of Civil War Fortifications in Bowling Green, Kentucky;

«  20-25 percent of the fort walls, ramparts, and trenches remain intact;

» the west wall of the fort apparently extends another 21 feet or more toward Van
Meter Hall below ground surface; the subsurface extensnon of the west wall varies
from 28 to 42 cm below ground surface;

* removal of the hill slope behind Van Meter Hall has the potent:al to adversely affect
the National Register property WA-B-226;

» the original ground surface of the interior fort is presumably intact beneath two to
three feet of fill, this ground surface may contain historic artifacts and features related
to the fort, impacts to this surface would have the potential to adversely affect
archeological deposits associated with WA-B-226;

¢ the former quarry area adjacent to the ramparts and trenches should be viewed as part
of the National Register property (WA-B-226), as such expansion of the truck
unloading zone at the rear of Van Meter Hall could have the potential to impact this
component of the National Register property; - -

» the planter occupies the approximate location of the 1920s radio tower;

* the wall line beneath the embedded historical marker has been recreated and only
approximates the location and orientation of the former east wall of the fort;

» the hill slope behind Van Meter Hall was artificially created after destroying a portion
of the orlgmal fort grounds and interior wall lines and adjacent ramparts;

»  expansion of Van Meter Hall to the east or west should not impact WA-B-226 or any
archeological deposits associated with WA-B-226.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

RT was contracted by WKU to assist the university in the renovation and expansion of
Van Meter Hall. Specifically, WKU wishes to renovate the building and expand the rear
half of Van Meter Hall to the south, east, and west. During construction of Van Meter
Hall in 1910, portions of the north and west walls of Fort Lytle (WA-B-226) were
destroyed. Fort Lytle, initially an earthen fortification constructed by Confederate troops,
was occupied by Union forces from 1862-1865. Construction of Fort Lytle was
completed by the 12™ Heavy Artillery Unit of the United States Colored Troops. The
interior fort walls consisted of five or six courses of dry-laid stone (above ground surface)
and rose to a height of just over five feet tall. The stone walls were made of local
limestone blocks approximately 24 inches long by 18 inches wide that the troops had
blasted out of a limestone outcrop on the hill. The ramparts were made of a mixture of
earth and stone that extended approximately 15 feet from the stone wall (Stickles 1965).
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Over the last 90+ years subsequent construction at WKU has resulted in additional
impacts to the fort and swrounding land to the point that only 20-25 percent of the
original stone walls and ramparts remain.

Preliminary archeological investigations consisted of background research at several
local and state repositories and limited field investigations and mapping. As discussed
above, soil and tile probes in alignment with the end of the west wall of the fort suggest
that the wall extends 1-2 ft below the ground surface for another 21 ft. That is, it is
believed that some foundation stones of the west wall of the fort remain in sifu and
extend from the end of wall to the middle hill slope behind Van Meter Hall. Soil profiles
and descriptions as well as comparison of historic and modern photos suggest two to
three feet of fill was placed on top of the original ground surface within the boundaries of
the fort, This ground surface, if present and presumably it is intact beneath the fill, has
the potential to contain historic artifacts and features related to the fort.

A recent plan drawing of proposed renovations to Van Meter Hall indicates the hill slope
behind the building will not be impacted by construction, Results of the preliminary
archeological study suggest that ground disturbance within two feet or less of the
sidewalk should not have an adverse éffect on any structural elements or archeological
features related to Fort Lytle (WA-B-226). However, ground disturbance or construction
impacts that occur above the 647-foot contour.on. the hill slope have the potential to
adversely affect archeological deposits related to Fort Lytle as well as the remaining
components of the west wall. Expansion on the east and west sides of Van Meter Hall is
not likely to impact any archeological deposits associated with Fort Lytle because these
grounds were (a) outside the fort walls, and (b) soils in these areas were truncated and
disturbed during construction of Van Meter Hall and the adjacent sidewalks and
buildings. If construction plans or construction activity at the rear of Van Meter Hall
extend more than two feet from the sidewalk or occur above the 647-foot contour on the
hill slope, then there is a potential to disturb archeological deposits, features and/or the
fort wall. If the aforementioned areas are to be disturbed by the project, then additional
archeological investigations are wairanted in order to determine

the presence or absence of the remnants of the west wall below the ground;

the extent and dimensions of the wall and the depth below surface;

the presence of the original ground surface beneath 2-3 feet of fill; and

the presence of subsurface archeological deposits or features associated with the fort.

It should also be noted that expansion to the east of the truck unloading area behind Van
Meter Hall has the potential to impact the Civil War quarry area adjacent to the ramparts
and trenches, If additional archeological investigations become necessary, then Western
Kentucky University and RT may wish to consider one or both of the following two-steps
(1) hand excavation techniques, (e.g., shovel tests and test units or trenches) to determine
the nature, extent, and integrity of the archeological deposits, and/or (2) remote sensing
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techniques (e.g., ground-penetrating radar) to determine the presw:nce of soil anomalies
indicative of a stone wall or subsurface features. As noted in a previ: ous section of the’
report, no plan map exists of the fort. Therefore it is not possible to pre(dlct or determine
the location of the gun batteries, how they were constructed, the powde r magazine, or if
other features were present within the fort walls. Thus, impacts to the Csriginal surface in
the interior of the fort could impact these types of features and disturb, i1"not destroy, any
remaining evidence of the location of the gun batteries, powder magazine or other related
features.

In conclusion, so long as the proposed expansion of Van Meter Hall is: limited to the
existing sidewalk or no more than one to two feet (horizontal:not vertic sal) beyond the
31dewalk the pl‘O]eCt should not impact any remalmng archeologlcal dep osits or features
are recommended if constructlon impacts or grou d'&isturbance occur m(_J
beyond the sidewalk. '

¢ than two feet
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NO, 3897 WARREN CIRCUIT COURT
COOPER Re SMITH,

Regent of Ogden College, et al PLAINTIFFS
VS. OPINION OF THE COURT

DOUGLAS SMITH, etc. DEFENDANTS

This elassoaction seeks a aeclaration of rights withmrespect
to the authority of the W‘t! and Trustees of Ogden College to
execute a lease of the old Oaden Campus to Western State
College for a period of ninety.nine years. Previous leases for
shorter terms have been executed but in view of the term of the

present lease and the probability of substantigl construction on the

jeased premises by the lessee this action was instituted to secure
a judicial declaration as to the rights of the Regent and
Trustees in the execution of the lease, a copy of which is filed
with made a part of the record.

Ogden College originally came into being by virtue of a
bequest of Robert W, Ogden who died prior to 1873, The Ogden
bequaest was subsequently supplemental by similar bequests made
by John E. Robinson whose death cccurred prior to April 23, 1878
and the will of R, C. P, Thomas whose death occurred prior to
Hovesber 27, 1939, The wills of James E. Robinson and R, C. P,
Thomas do not specifically circumscribe or limit the uses of the
funds or property inciuded in these bequests except to devote them
the uses set out in the Ogden will, Therefore the rights of the
Regent and Trustees must be measured under the terns of the
will of Robert W. Ogden notwithstanding the fact that a large
portion of the trust property or perhaps the greater ancunt
thereof was received under the latter wills,



Ogden Col lege commenced operation as an educational institution
on September 3, 1877. The present campus, consisting of
approx imately eight acres, which is%the subject of this lease,
was acquired in 1879, Ogden contlnuéd to operate as an educational
institution until 1928, At that time, in view of the increasing
costs of maintaining the institutlion and the fuﬁther fact that
higher education was adequately provided by Western Kentucky
State College located across the street from the Ogden campus,
it was wisely concluded that the property owned by the College
could best serve the purpose of the testators intemtions: for
itsby previding scholarships for certain students to Western
State College.

Accordingly the campus and buildings formerly used by Ogden
were leased to Western and since that time the facilities of
the former have become an integral part of the latter institution.
The only problem which the court faces in this case is inherent
in a provision of the will of Robert W. Ogden in which he limits
and defines the use of the fund which he devises by this
| anguage:

”1 do not mean or intend to express any prejudice

against any citizen of Kentucky who may be of

foreign birth, but it is my desire and | hereby

direct that the benefits of this fund shall be

confined to the children of native-born white

American citizens”,

Since the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States
in Brown vs, Board of Education in 1954, 347 U, S. 483, Western
Kentuc ky State College is required by law to admit the enrollment

of cojored applicants who otherwise meet the requirements for

w2e



admission, In view of this fact persons who are not "native-
born white american citizens” will to a limited degree participate
in the benefits conferred by the lease of the Ugden campus.

The degree or extent to vhich persons excluded by the will may
enjoy such benefits is, of course, dependent upon the number

of nonwhite students who are now or may enrcll during the term

of the legse. It appears that as of the present time there are
very few colored students enroclled but the Court will not speculate
upon the percentages which may prevail between white and other
students during the next ninety.nine years, For that reascn it

is the view of the court that this case cannot be nade to depend
or turn upon whether or not the sltuation created by the Brown
case will bring about a small or large departure from the class
specified in the Ogden will,

The Ogden will was written at 8 time when the law with
respect to racial discrimination was fixed by the opinion of the
Suprene Court of the United States in Corrigan vs. Buckley
27! U8, 323, Under authority of that case it was well
ostabl ished that conditions forbidding the use or cccupancy of
land to persons of a certain race or color were val id and
enforcible by the courts: This ruleremained in effect until
1946 when the United States Supreme Court in Shelby vs. Kraemer
334 UiS. | in which ibwowes held that judicial enforcement of
such provisions was inhibited by the equal protection clause of
the 14th Amendment, This doctrine has been rapidly expanded in
all the facets: of so called racial discrimingtion, culminating
in the Brown case in |954.



It is true that the Shelby case and the other cases
decided bf the Supreme Court dealing with racial restrictions
as to use and occupancy of land invelved deeds er other
voluntary conveyances in which discrimination was imposed bv
cont ract. lﬁmm the court can discern no reason between
such a dlacrimlnitlon whether or not It is imposed in a contract
or will, In fact that view is supported by Leeper vs. Charlotte
Park and Recreation Commission where certiorari was denled by
the Supreme Court in 350 U.S, 983 in that case the Supreme
Court of North Carclina had upheld a test@mentary provision
against the use of land devised for park purposes by any persons
of the colored race and the will further provided for a
reversion to the heirs of the teatator in the event of such
use. The opinion of the North Carolina Supreme Court in effect
recognizes that there is no valid distinction between the type
of instrument by which the restriction is Imposed but he ld that
the reversion was not by any judiclal enforcement of the laws
of the Courts of North Carclina. The reasoning of that case
seems tenuous and it is doubtful that the Supreme Court would
again deny certiorari under a similar state of facts but it does
establish the fact that itcis immaterial that the discrimination
is imposed by a will or contract.

In this will there is no provision for & reversion of the
property to #hes testators. A denial of the right of the Regents
and the Trustees to execute this lease would amount to a judicial
enforcement of & provision which is now recognized as one which

involves racial discrimination.
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In all other respects It is clear that the Regent and Trustees
have full authority to enter into the lease agreement with
Western Kentucky State College. The terms and provislons of the
lease are exclusively within the discretion of the contracting
parties so long as there Is no pr#vlalon violative of public
pollcy or a valid provision of the will,

It is therefore the oplinion of this court that the lease
contract as filed in this record is In all pespects valid and
the action of the Regent and Trustee In Its esecutlon |s approved
by the court.

A judgment to that aff;ct may be drawn and this opinion
shall be made a part of the record without being spread on the
Order Book of this court.

This July 28, 1960,

usn
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OGDEN COLLEGE: A BRIEF HISTORY

By JessE B. JounsoN and LoweLL H. HarrisoN

PREFACE

This work had its beginning during the Christmas vaca-
tion in 1925 in a cooperative effort of President Whittle and
Coach Johnson to compile a list of the graduates of Ogden
College. Encouraged by President Whittle and later urged by
President Lewis, Mr. Johnson decided to present “The History
of Ogden College” as a M.A. thesis at George Peabody College
for Teachers.

Since Mr. Johnson accepted a teaching-coaching position
at New Mexico School of Mines during the spring of 1927,
and Ogden College was consolidated with Western Kentucky
State Teachers College in November, 1927, little interest was
expressed in the publication of the manuscript until the sum-
mer of 1968 when a group of about fifty Ogden men met for
the first reunion since Ogden became part of Western. Former
President Whittle came to the reunion with a copy of the
original manuscript and made a plea for its pubhcation Mr.
and Mrs. Johnson were invited guests at this reunion and he
agreed to its publication, prov1ded some interested person,
preferably an Ogden alumnus, revise and update it by includ-
ing accounts of events relating to Ogden which had occurred
since 1927. Mr. Alvis Temple an Ogden man and currently
Executive Secretary, Kentucky Broadcasters Association, agreed
to handle arrangements for the revision and publication.

After considering several possibilities, Mr. Temple ar-
ranged with Professor Harrison of Western Kentucky Univer-
sity to update, shorten, and in some instances rewrite the
history to article length for publication by the Kentucky His-
torical Society. This arrangement accounts for the listing of
co-authors.

Jesse B. Johnson began his teaching career at Ogden
College, 1923-1927, as an instructor in history and coach of
athletics From 1927-1930 he was coach of athletics and in-
structor in English at New Mexico School of Mines; 1930-1935,
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superintendent of schools at Old Lyme, Connecticut, and a
graduate fellow at Yale University; 1935-1969, he was Chairman
of the Department of the Social Sciences at Central Connecti-
cut State College. He retired in August, 1969, as Professor
Emeritus of Political Science. He received the B.S. degree from
Southwest Missouri State College, the M.A. degree from Pea-
body College for Teachers, and the Ph.D. degree from Yale
University. In 1967 he was the “honored guest” of the Re-
publics of China and Korea.

Lowell H. Harrison holds the A.B. degree from Western
Kentucky University, and the M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from
New York University. He also has done postdoctoral work at
the London School of Economics. His professional experience
includes teaching at West Texas State University and co-author
of the Panhandle Plains Historical Review for ten years before
coming to Western as professor of history. He is the author of
John Breckinridge: Jeffersonian Republican, for which he was
voted a certificate of commendation by the American Associa-
tion for State and Local History.

Although great masses of interesting material have been
left out of this revision, at the request of the publisher, we
believe this shortened length is preferable for publication in
the Register and does not diminish the value of the information
included. The Authors.

OGDEN COLLEGE, founded in Bowling Green, Kentucky,

in 1877, was one of hundreds of colleges established in
the United States during the half-century between the Civil
War and the First World War. American higher education
experienced a phenomenal growth during that period, and
the sheer increase in the number of institutions was one of
its most spectacular features. In 1860 the nation had 182
colleges and universities; by 1910 the number had swelled to
951,* although for many of the schools the name college repre-
sented “hopeful ambition rather than precise definition.”

1John S. Brubacher and Willis Rudy, Higher Education in Transition
(New York, 1958), 59; Historical Statistics of the United States (Washington,
D.C., 1980), 211.

2 George P. Schmidt, “A Century of the Liberal Arts College,” in Wil-

liam W. Brickman and Stanley Lehner (eds.), A Century of Higher Educa-
tion (New York, 1962), 51.
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Many of the institutions were quite small, a major factor
contributing to their high mortality rate. The United States
covered a vast area with a rapidly growing population, and
there were serious transportation problems in some regions
which led to the creation of many small schools which served
a limited area. Local pride and religious rivalries fostered
the establishment of other institutions, and the prevailing
spirit of a laissez-faire, individualistic society encouraged the
trend. Educational costs were comparatively low, for salaries
were small, little equipment was thought necessary, and inter-
collegiate athletics were in their inexpensive infancy; it did
not require a large amount of money to open a school.? The
intense interest of an individual was also often responsible for
the birth of a new school. Robert W. Ogden played that role
in relation to Ogden College.

Robert W. Ogden, born in Loudoun County, Virginia, on
April 1, 1815, moved to Warren County, Kentucky, in search
of greater economic opportunities. He prospered moderately
until 1836 when he married Georgianna McDowell Rochester,
a wealthy widow who died in 1839. With ample capital for
his enterprises, Ogden became a successful farmer, trader,
and businessman whose hobby was breeding and racing fine
horses. A handsome man who loved to dress in white suits,
Ogden was widely known as a congenial companion and host.*

His step-daughter later wrote that his “sole aim in life
was to die rich.” When ke died on November 10, 1873, his
will, dated three years earlier, disposed of an estate valued at
well over $100,000. His disposition of that sum was even more
surprising than its size. Ogden’s formal schooling had totaled
only a few weeks, and he had frequently boasted that “he
had never rubbed against a college wall.”> But the bulk of
his estate, after some minor bequests were made, was dedicated
to the promotion of education.

3 Brubacher and Rudy, Higher Educatior, 59-60.

4 Agatha Rochester Strange, The House of Rochesier in Kentucky (Har-
rodsburg, Ky., 1899), 28-30; James P. Cornette, “A History of Ogden Col-
lege” (research paper in Education 500, George Peabody College for Teachers,
Autumn quarter, 1936), 1; Park City Daily News, November 20, 1924; notes
from Miss Margaret Hobson, April 27, 1965, in Ogden-Biography Folder (The

Kentucky Library, Bowling Green).
5 Strange, House of Rochester, 29.
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Ogden designated $50,000, “or so much thereof as may be
necessary,” for “the purchase of suitable grounds and the
erection thereon, of appropriate buildings in or near the town
of Bowling Green, Kentucky, and be dedicated and devoted to
the education of, therein, males or females, young men or
young women. . . .” His preference was a college for men; if
it were founded, it was to be called Ogden College. The
residue of the estate not otherwise disposed of was to be in-
vested and the interest used “to pay, as far as it will go, the
tuition fees of any of the young men of Warren County or the
State of Kentucky . ..” who were “the children of native born,
white, American citizens. . . .” Ogden’s executors were desig-
nated regents of the college with extensive powers to govern
the proposed institution, including control over the trustees
and the power to appoint their own successors.®

William V. Loving and his son Hector V. Loving had
drafted Ogden’s will and were his executors. The elder Loving
may well have influenced Major Ogden’s decision to give his
fortune to the promotion of education, but he declined the
post of regent.” Thus Hector V. Loving became the Regent
and Trustee, a position which he occupied until his death in
1913. He decided upon the male school favored by the bene-
factor, and in September, 1874, he appointed five citizens of
Warren County to membership on the first Board of Trustees.
Robert Rodes, an eminent attorney with a fine classical edu-
cation, was elected president of the Board. D. W. Wright, an
eloquent young attorney, accepted the demanding dual post
of Secretary of the Board and Treasurer of the College. Judge
H. K. Thomas had served his region with distinction as County
Judge and state representative. Colonel W. E. Hobson had
earned that rank in the U.S. Army in 1863 when he was only
19 years of age; after the war he had established The Re-
publican newspaper in Bowling Green and had served the
community as postmaster. The fifth member, Henry Thomas
Clark, was also a prominent Bowling Green attorney.®

6 Will in Warren County Court Records, items XV, XVII.

7 John B. Rodes, “Ogden College Founder’s Day Address, April 17, 1935,”
in Cornette, “Ogden College,” 3.

8 Bowling Green Daily Times-Journal, December 19, 1807, 20.
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These appointments seemed to presage swift implementa-
tion of Ogden’s wishes, but after four years there was still no
school. Some impatient Bowling Green citizens held a public
meeting in 1877 at which they adopted resolutions urging the
Board of Trustees to open the college without further delay.
Secretary-Treasurer Wright defended the Board’s inaction by
explaining that much time had been required to settle the
will, acquire a site, and make other arrangements, but he
promised that the opening would come as soon as possible.
On June 12, the Board voted to open Ogden College on the
first Monday in September. A faculty was elected in July,
and application was made for the usual collegiate charter
which was obtained from the state on March 8, 1878.°

The Reverend ]J. W. Wightman, a Presbyterian minister,
was elected president, a position which he occupied for six
years. Colonel M. H. Crump became Professor of Natural
Science, and John P. Leatsakos was made Professor of Geog-
raphy and Languages. Professor Leatsakos was a fine scholar,
but his Greek accent and his personal idiosyncrasies made
him the butt of many student jokes and pranks; his tenure at
Ogden was just one year. Colonel Crump, on the other hand,
served a dozen years, resigned, then returned to the faculty in
1899 and taught seven additional years.1°

Ogden College had at least two direct collegiate prede-
cessors in Bowling Green. Southern College had been chartered
by the state legislature in 1819, but after several years of
“desultory existence” it had expired, leaving some $17,000 in
assets.’* In 1866 the Methodist Episcopal Church South of
Kentucky obtained a new charter for an institution called
Warren College. An elaborate mansion which Thomas C.
Calvert had started constructing on the outskirts of the city
was purchased in 1871 and remodeled and enlarged for edu-
cational use. A local preparatory school was moved to the
campus. But benefactors were slow to redeem their pledges in

9 Alvin Fayette Lewis, History of Higher Education in Kentucky (Wash-
ington, D.C., 1899), 217-218; J. M. Hines to C. N. McElroy, January 31, 1878,
Ogden College Folder, Kentucky Library.

10 Cornette, “Ogden College,” 8.

11 Lula Dickey Vance, “The Development of Education in Bowling
Green, Kentucky” (M.A. thesis, Western Kentucky State Teachers College,
June, 1936), 3-5, 19.
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cash, and soon after the school opened in 1872 it was learned
that Ogden’s will would shortly provide it with a tuition-free
competitor. In 1876 Warren College closed its doors.'?

Regent Loving and the Trustees were favorably impressed
by Warren College’s location and physical assets, and its
acquisition would hasten the opening of their school. In 1877
they rented from the Methodist Church the seven to eight acres
of wooded land on the eastern slope of the hill which rose
above the city on its southern flank. Future catalogs of Ogden
College would describe the site in glowing terms: “Its high
elevation insures exquisite purity of air and that dignified
tranquility which should surround every college. . . ™% In
addition to the Calvert building, soon called Ogden Hall,
there was a converted barn near the Nashville turnpike which
was used as an assembly hall and supplementary classroom.
Three years later, in 1880, the Ogden estate purchased the
property from the Methodist Church.*¢

Because of Major Ogden’s insistence upon free tuition
the Trustees decided to limit initial enrollment to approxi-
mately 100 students, the number that the endowment income
and the small incidental fees could support.* Monday, Sep-
tember 8, 1877 was a warm, sunny day. Some 100 boys as-
sembled on the campus, many of them skylarking around the
horse-lot provided for those who rode in to school. Ogden
College never had boarding facilities, and most of the out-of-
town students boarded in carefully recommended homes be-
tween the campus and the downtown area of Bowling Green.
The students varied widely in size and age; some were mere
boys while others were young men. Some were dressed in
the height of fashion with their high-breasted coats buttoned
up to their necks; at least a few were barefoot and dressed in
rough work clothes. Some must have been apprehensive of
what was awaiting them, but the majority appeared jubilant

12 1bid., 24-25; College Heights Herald, April 8, 1955; Cornette, “Ogden
College,” 8.

13 Ogden College Catalogue, 1889-1890, 12.

14 Cornette, “Ogden College,” 7.

15 Lewis, Higher Education, 218. In 1877 the fee was $5.00. By 1880 it

had been increased to $10.00. Out-of-state students also paid $30.00 per year
for tuition.
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over the honor of belonging to Ogden’s first class.!®

The ringing of the bell in Ogden Hall’s belfrey signalled
the time to assemble in the converted barn where Dr. Wight-
man conducted devotions and welcomed the students to the
college. After noting the youthfulness of some members of his
audience, the President warned that Ogden College would
not be conducted as a kindergarten. Then he and the other
members of the faculty began examining the students to
determine their academic placement. The first catalog had
outlined two years of preparatory and four years of college
work, but when the sorting process was completed nearly 80%
of the students were below the collegiate level, and plans
had to be rearranged to cope with that distribution.!’

Many American communities did not have high schools at
that period, and many colleges found it necessary to offer
preparatory courses. Bowling Green’s first public schools did
not open until 1882, and there was no public high school until
1908, so Ogden’s prep division helped fill a serious educational
gap.'® Students entering it had to be at least twelve years old
and had to “stand an examination in the elementary English
branches, including Modern Political Geography, English
Grammar, as far as Syntax; arithmetic through fractions; U.S.
History, and must write a fair hand.”?

The college program was based upon the usual classical
course which led to the Bachelor of Arts degree. Latin, Greek,
and Natural Science were all studied for four years, mathe-
matics and English for three years, and political and mental
science for two. A student was expected to take four subjects
in his {reshman year, five in his sophomore and senior years,
and six while a junior.?® At the close of each term students
were publicly examined over their work. These results were
combined with daily records, and the composite standings were
published. Those who scored below 66 on a scale of 100 were

16 Alvin F. Lewis, interviewed by Jesse B. Johnson, July 9, 1927.

17 Lewis, Higher Education, 218; Ogden College Catalogue, 1878-1879,
10; Cornette, “Ogden College,” 8.

18 Paul Huddleston, “John Barrett Rodes, Portrait of a Man,” in Rodes
Collection, Kentucky Library; Frederick Rudolph, The American College and
University (New York, 1962), 281-283,

19 Ogden College Catalogue, 1878-1879, 10.
20 Ibid., 12.
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not promoted to the next class; those unfortunate enough to
fall below 33 were required to withdraw.?!

In 1880 the college course was revised and organized in
eight schools: philosophy, mathematics, ancient languages,
natural science, civil engineering, English language and litera-
ture, modern languages, and commercial science. Faculty
members had to be versatile, for each of them usually taught
several subjects, including both college and prep courses.
Academic standards were increased at the same time, and the
enrollment, which had been 128, 136, and 119 in the first three
years, dropped to only 87. The next summer the Board author-
ized President Wightman to spend $100 for expenses as he
scoured surrounding counties for additional students.?? Ogden
College’s first senior class in 1880-1881 included Alvin F. Lewis
who in later years twice served the institution as its president.??

Dr. Wightman, Regent Loving, and the members of the
Board had to contend with a financial dilemma which plagued
the school throughout its existence. The small fees and out-of-
state tuition supplied only a small percent of the operating
expenses, and the endowment income was not enough to pro-
vide adequate support for a large school which could offer a
varied program. Planned expenditures for the first year totaled
$4,000; the actual costs were $4,489. During the next several
years costs ranged between $5,000 and $7,000 with faculty
salaries absorbing most of the expenditure.?* As late as 1885
the president received only $1,400 per year while professors
were paid either $1,200 or $1,000. A janitor was also employed,
and there were modest but consistent demands for academic
and maintenance supplies.?s

Some relief was provided in 1878 when Ogden College
was named residuary legatee in the will of Major John E.
Robinson of Bowling Green. The income from the bequest
was designated for the endowment of the John E. Robinson

21 Jbid., 16.

22 Minutes of Board of Trustees, cited in Cornette, “Ogden College,”
9. College students in the first three years numbered 28 of 128, 21 of 136,
and626 of 119. The second year’s enrollment of 136 was the largest until
s 23 Alvin F. Lewis, interviewed by Jesse B. Johnson, July 9, 1928.

24 Cornette, “Ogden College,” 10.
25 Bowling Green Time-Gazeite, June 3, 1885.
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Chair of Natural Science. Subsequent litigation reduced the
value of the gift from an estimated $25,000 to approximately
half that sum.2® Even that amount was welcome, but it was
many years before the school received its next substantial gift.

Ogden College boasted of its independence from ecclesias-
tical control, and it was “avowedly and conscientiously non-
sectarian in its purposes and aims. It, however, assumes to
itself a Christian character, and is in fullest sympathy with
Christian morals and culture.”” The daily assembly was
opened with devotional exercises, and the first course of study

provided for a weekly exercise in the study of the English
Bible.28

Discipline was also an essential part of Ogden’s education.
The goal was to develop personal character so that the young
men would exercise “a manly and consistent control of them-
selves.” Before beginning his studies each newly admitted stu-
dent signed a pledge binding himself “to obey the laws of the
college and to prosecute his studies with earnestness and fidel-
ity.”?® Faculty minutes indicate that regulations were enforced.
One young man was dismissed on September 8, 1879 for “using
grossly obscene and insulting language upon the college cam-
pus,” and in November one Devon Ragland was suspended
thirty days for fighting. Reinstated on December 22, he was
required to pass examinations covering all of the work he had
missed during his suspension.?

During the early years of its operation four men were es-
pecially helpful in getting the college firmly established. One,
of course, was President Wightman. He was an excellent
scholar and a capable teacher, and he gave an impressive tone
to the institution. Tall and handsome with carefully kept side-
burns, he commanded the respect of both the students and
the community. Dr. Wightman did much to establish the
character of the school in the six years before he resigned

26 Warren County Court Records, April 23, 1878; Lewis, Higher Educa-
tom 2271’%his statement was repeated year after year in the school’s catalogs.
28 Ogden College Catalogue, 1878-1879, 16.

29 Ibid., 15.
80 Minutes of Faculty Meetings, September 8, December 22, 1879.
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in 1883 to move to Ohio.%*

Daniel Webster Wright was Secretary of the Board of
Regents and Treasurer of the College from its founding until
1918 when he became Regent. Regent Loving lived in Louis-
ville, and he entrusted much of the detailed supervision of the
college to Wright's devoted care. Born in Bowling Green in
1839, Wright had graduated from Hamilton College in 1859
and from Albany Law School in 1867. In addition to his legal
practice he served at various times as city attorney and state
senator and representative. Yet he somehow found time to
work tirelessly for the welfare of Ogden. One of his early
projects was to beautify the grounds. Eroded spots were filled
in and sown with grass, and by 1883 over a hundred species
of trees and shrubs graced the campus. A common cause for
student disciplinary action was walking on Wright’s cherished
grass. He did more than any other person to ensure the suc-
cessful operation of the physical plant.®?

One of the greatest figures in Ogden’s history joined the
faculty in 1878 in the school’s second year. William A. Oben-
chain, born in Virginia in 1841, graduated from Virginia Mili-
tary Institute in 1861 and became a distinguished Confederate
engineering officer. After the war Major Obenchain became
a teacher and sometime real estate dealer before joining the
Ogden faculty as Professor of Mathematics. He was quickly
elected president when Dr. Wightman resigned, and he lent
distinction and unshakable integrity to the position for many
vears of selfless service. In 1906 Major Obenchain relinquished
the burden of the presidency, but he continued to teach until
his death during the summer of 1916.%% During his last years

31 Lewis, Higher Education, 219; Comette, “Ogden College,” 15. Wight-
man moved to Steubenville, Ohio, as associate principal of a seminary and
pastor of a church. He later called the move “the mistake of his life.”
James W. Wightman, A History of the Jefferson College Class of 1860
(Washington, Pennsylvania, 1911), 182-187.

82 Wright succeeded his friend H. V. Loving as Regent upon the latter’s
death in 1913. Wright died on January 3, 1921. E. Polk Johnson, A History
of Kentucky and Kentuckians (Chicago, 1912), II, 699; Park City Daily
News, January 4, 1921. The McElroy Collection, Kentucky Library, contains
numerous letters from Loving to Wright on Ogden’s financial affairs.

83 W. P. Greene, The Green River Country . . . (Evansville, Indiana,
1898), 30-31; Ogden College Catalogue, 1918-1917, preface.
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as his health declined friends urged him “to take things easy.”
To that suggestion he had only cne answer: “I would not be
doing my duty if I took things easy.”*

A man of great dignity, Major Obenchain was remem-
bered by his students for his code of conduct and his stern
emphasis upon discipline. In his view a man who removed
his coat by his cwn fireside in the presence of his family was
not a gentleman. Nor did a gentleman smoke while walking
with a lady. Indeed, a gentleman did not converse with a lady
on a street corner lest he compromise her reputation. The
Major’s students wore coats in class, even during the warmest
days. When a daring scholar ventured to ask why, the Major
“mildly suggested that by learning to endure heat in this
world, he would be better able to stand it in his future exis-
tence, if he did not walk the straight and narrow path.”s
Another student complained at home that the Major nagged
kim. “If he nags you,” his mother replied, “it is because he
is interested in you.” The Major did not use corporal punish-
ment; he did not need to do so to be obeyed.?®

General W. F. Perry may well have heen the best loved
faculty member who ever taught at Ogden. A native of
Georgia, he was president of East Alabama College in 1862
when he resigned to enlist in the Confederate army as a pri-
vate; by the end of the war he was a brigadier general who
had earned glowing recommendations from his superiors. He
conducted a school at Lynnland, Kentucky, from 1867 until
1883 when he joined the Ogden faculty as Professor of English
and History. The General never hesitated to rap heads or
shake students until their teeth rattled if he thought they de-
served punishment, “But without demanding it, he always se-
cured the love of every boy whom he taught.” Some of his
students erected his tomb, and the epitaph they selected re-
flected their love: “He spent forty vears in the professor’s
chair, where his kindness, firmness, wide learning, rare elo-

(o}
quence, and the beauty of his Christian character stirred many

84 The Cardinal, 1917. The Cardinal was the college annual which was
apparently published in 1913, 1914, and 1917,
85 Ihid.

38 Ogden College Catalogue, 1916-1917, 5; Park City Daily News,
November 20, 1924.
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youths to high resolves and noble purposes.” General Perry’s
death in 1901 was a severe blow to the college.®”

The years from 1883 to the turn of the century were
among the brightest in Ogden’s history. While the enrollment
was not, on the average, as large as it had been during the
first few years,®® a higher percentage of the students were
doing collegiate work, and there was more emphasis upon the
college program.®® Increased costs forced some adjustments
in fees during Obenchain’s first presidential year. Tuition for
out-of-state students was raised to $30 per year, and con-
tingency fee which everyone paid was increased to $10. A
laboratory fee of $5.00 was initiated. Such reluctant increases
helped meet current operating expenses, but the college’s in-
come did not permit the addition of a large hall for chapel
and commencement exercises which was Obenchain’s dream.
“The attention of liberal-minded persons is respectfully called
to this want of the College,” the school’s catalog read, “which
furnishes one or more of our wealthy Kentuckians an oppor-
tunity to do a worthy deed and help a noble cause.”*® Unfor-

tunately, the President’s dream of expanded facilities remained
unfulfilled.

During the last years of the century several significant
changes were made in the courses of study. In 1883 a Bachelor
of Science course which emphasized mathematics, German, and
English was added to supplement the Bachelor of Arts pro-
gram. A Bachelor of Philosophy course, based upon English,
German, French and history, became available two years
later. A special course which stressed business and English
was offered for students who did not seek a degree.** The
college also granted the Master of Arts degree for two years
of satisfactory work beyond the bachelor’s degree, but, with

37 The Cardinal, 1917; Cornette, “Ogden College,” 26-29; Park City
Daily News, November 20, 1924; Ezra J. Warner, Generals in Gray (Baton
Rouge, 1959), 236-237.

88 Available records indicate that the enrollment exceeded 100 in onmly
three years (103 in 1885, 114 in 1886, and 113 in 1890) of Obenchain’s
presidential tenure. Enrollment was under 80 in at least 14 of those years.
Only 58 were registered in 1899 and 55 in 1904.

39 Cornette, “Ogden College,” 16.

40 Ogden College Catalogue, 1889-1890, 13.
41]bid., 1883-1884, 11, 16-18.
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one exception in 1890, the M.A.’s conferred were apparently
awarded to graduates who had done their additional work
at other institutions.4?

Much of the social and intellectual life of the college dur-
ing this era centered around the Ogden Literary Society which
was organized in 1879. Its members met each Wednesday
afternoon “for exercise in elocution, composition, and debate”
and for practice of parliamentary procedures. As the years
passed there was more emphasis upon extemporaneous speak-
ing. An internal quarrel over the best way to spend the So-
ciety’s funds resulted in the organization of the Ogden De-
bating Society, and the intense rivalry between the two groups
enlivened the intellectual and social life of the campus. A
reconciliation was finally achieved and in 1912 the original
name was resumed. The societies also gave the students a
channel of communication to the administration. In 1889 when
Colonel M. H. Crump resigned the Board of Trustees decided
to economize by leaving his position vacant. But the Literary
Society presented its objections to the Board, and a replace-
ment was obtained.4®

The developing interest in forensics led the Trustees to
create two prizes in 1883 which became cherished traditions
of the school. The Ogden Medal, named in honor of the
founder, was conferred on April 1, the date of his birth, as a
prize for the best original oration. At least four students had
to compete, with half of the contestants being selected by the
faculty and half by the Literary Society. The Robinson Medal
was conferred at the end of each academic year upon the
preparatory student who excelled in declamation. The con-
testants were selected in the same manner as prescribed for
the Ogden Medal. Winners of either contest were ineligible
to compete again.** In later years the contests came to be one
of the high points of the academic year as a major part of the
commencement exercises.

A third major award, the Trustees’ Medal, was added
later. Originally awarded to the student in the college depart-

42 Cornette, “Ogden College,” 186.

43 Ibid., 17-18; The Cardinal, 1917.
44 Ogden College Catalogue, 1883-1884, 25.
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ment who had the highest grade average for the year, it was
later altered to honor the senior who had the best academic
average for the entire four years.*®

One reason for the importance attached to the activities
of the societies and the contests which determined the winners
of the awards was the absence of organized athletics until the
1890’s. Much of the agitation for an athletic program came
from the Alumni Association which was organized in 1887.
Ogden’s alumni were a devoted group, and they were able
to take an active interest in school affairs since many of them
lived in Bowling Green or the surrounding area. In 1894 the
Alumni Association secured the appointment of three of its
members to the Board of Trustees; after that date a majority of
the Trustees always consisted of alumni. That same year the
Alumni Association set up a committee to see what could be
done to promote college athletics. An effort to secure a gym-
nasium or to convert the old chapel to that purpose failed;
Ogden College would later use the Bowling Green YMCA
for its basketball games, for the college never had a gymnasium
of its own.46

Football was started at Ogden in the early 1890°s and
continued until 1900 when it was discontinued for several
years. The most memorable game of the early period was the
classic clash with Bethel College of Russellville in 1895. Ogden
was undefeated going into this final game, and a special train
carried the team and its enthusiastic supporters to Russellville.
Bethel scored a touchdown in the first half but failed to make
the extra point. Ogden finally scored in the second half de-
spite attacks from Bethel adherents whenever Ogden players
came within reach of their canes and umbrellas. As the tieing
score was made a general fight broke out. Guns appeared but
no shots were fired; all other available weapons were used.
Ogden’s coach produced a large revolver which enabled him
to escape with the game ball. The battle raged from the field
to the hotel where the players had dressed and from there to
the train which finally pulled out under a hail of rocks which

45 Ibid., 1890-1891, 35. No award was made if the highest average was

under 85.
46 Cornette, “Ogden College,” 19-21.
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smashed windows and rattled against the sides. Major Oben-
chain emerged from the affray with his hat knocked off, his
cane missing, his clothing in disarray, and his dignity severely
tested. It was, he said grimly years later, the most humiliating
experience of his life.4”

President Obenchain encountered other problems during
this period. He was increasingly concerned about the urgent
need for more adequate financing for the college. He men-
tioned the need upon every possible occasion; he urged the
students to carry the gospel into their homes; he inserted pleas
for aid in the college catalogs. But his pleas for additional en-
dowment were ignored, and in 1895 the Trustees were forced
to modify the free tuition policy which was a tradition of the
school. The panic of 1893-1894 had reduced income, and ex-
penses had to be cut. The number of scholarships was limited
to 40 of the most needy students. Others were required to pay
$40 tuition if in the collegiate department, $25 if in the prep-
aratory division.*®

The increase in income allowed the 1895-1896 faculty to
be increased to six members, the largest the school had ever
had, but the student enrollment could not support that num-
ber, and by the fall of 1896 the number had dropped back to
the usual four.® For some inexplicable reason enrollment had
jumped from 75 in 1889 to 113 in 1890. This was the only
year during the 1890’s, however, that the number of students
reached 100. The average for the five years 1895-1829 was 72,
and in 1899 enrcllment slumped to only 58, the smallest total
that Ogden had ever had.5® A diploma fee of $5.00 was added
in 1896 and a deposit fee of $2.00 was required to insure the
college against student damage to buildings and grounds.5*
'The diploma fee brought in little revenue for the college enroll-

47 Ibud., 21-22. Cornette based his account upon personal interviews with
George B. Kerr and W. M. Pearce in 1936. In 1893 the starting line-up
for Ogden in its game with Bethel College averaged 153 pounds with a range
from 135 to 181. The backfield averaged 142 pounds per man. Program,
Ogden v. Bethel, Thanksgiving Day, 1893, Ogden College Folder.

48 Ogden College Catalogues, 1895-1896, 12, 29; 1896-1897, 12, 29-30.

49 Ibid., 1896-1897, 5.

50 Enrollment figures and faculty names were nearly always given in
the Catalogue.

51 Ogden College Catalogue, 1896-1897, 29-30.
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ment was dwindling. Not a single degree was conferred in
1899, and only one senior graduated in 1900. For the decade
1891-1900 the number of graduates averaged just 2.2 per year.
The annual operating costs were some $6,500 during these
vears, and the college’s income was not adequate to meet such
expenses.®?

Staff appointments were made for 1900-1901 with the
warning that there would have to be “an entire reorganization
of the faculty” unless there was a drastic improvement in the
overall situation. Only ten college students enrolled that fall,
and the number dropped to eight in 1901. In July, 1900, the
Trustees and faculty regretfully decided to discontinue the
smaller, more expensive collegiate department until more sat-
isfactory financial arrangements could be achieved. The classes
of 1901 and 1902 were allowed to complete their degrees, but
after Tune, 1902, Ogden College would offer only four years
of high schoo! work. A new Department of Art Manual Train-
ing was added in the fall of 1900 to help provide for those
students who were not preparing for college work.5?

Ogden lost one of its most valuable members in October,
1900, when General Perry, nearly eighty years old and in poor
health, resigned the professorship which he had held with dis-
tinction. The General had long been one of the beloved land-
marks of the institution, and his departure, coupled with the
abandonment of the collegiate program, seemed to many
friends of Ogden to herald the beginning of the school’s “dark
ages.” The General’s successor, John H. Claggett, was also a
great teacher who “loved good books with a fanatic fervor .
which made his own life radiant . ,” but he left Ogden after
only six years, and his inﬂuence Was not as far-reaching as
Perry’s had been.5

The entrenchment appeared to have succeeded in the fall
of 1900 when 77 students enrolled, the largest number since
1896. Three of them were seniors and seven were juniors. But
the increase was temporary, and only 55 enrolled in 1904 and

52 Ibid., 1890-1901; Cornette, “Ogden College,” 30.

53 Ogden College Catalogue, 1900-1901, 9-10.
54 Ibid., 10; Silas Bent in Park City Datly News, November, 20, 1924.
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only 56 the following year.® College instruction was officially
terminated in 1902, but there are indications that a few stu-
dents were allowed to continue on some sort of individual
basis. There was strong pressure for restoration of the college
level courses, and in January, 1904, the Board voted to drop
the first year of preparatory work and reinstate the freshman
year of the college division. In June, 1906, the Board directed
that the “president elect shall prepare such an addition to the
curriculum of the college . . . as shall entitle a graduate to
receive a degree. . . .” The result of this directive was a course
of study, limited to the A.B. degree, which probably con-
sisted of only three years of college work until 1912. In that
vear the Board added another year of work “to bring the course
abreast of that of the best Scuthern colleges.”®

A new president supervised the restoration of the degree
program. Major Obenchain was aging, and his physician had
warned that he must slacken his pace. Despite his best efforts
the Major had seen Ogden decline from its former status, and
he may well have felt that someone else might discover means
of improving conditions. He announced his resignation as presi-
dent in 1906, but for another decade he lent his presence to
the schoo! he loved as Professor of Mathematics.

The new president was Alvin F. Lewis. Since his 1881
graduation from Ogden, Lewis had earned a doctorate at Johns
Hopkins University and had served ably in such positions as
president of Tennessee Women’s College and head of the De-
partment of History at the University of Arkansas. He knew
and loved Ogden College, and no one could question his
desire to restore the school’s prestige and position. The Trustees
indicated their faith in him by giving him much greater con-
trol over the selection of faculty and the direction of school
affairs than had ever been possessed by any of his predeces-
sors.57

Dr. Lewis’ administration received an auspicious start
when the fall enrollment in 1906 reached 89, the largest num-

55 Ogden College Catalogues, 1900-19086.
56 Minutes of the Board of Trustees, April 22, 1912; Cornette, “Ogden

College,” 33-34.
57 Ogden College Catalogue, 1906-1907, 4; Cornette, “Ogden College,” 32.
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ber since 1892. Sixty-six of the students were in the college
division, probably the first time in the school’s history that
the number of college students had exceeded those enrolled
in the prep school.’® Eighty-two students registered in 1907
and 107 and 112 in the next two years. Increased enrollments
allowed fees to be maintained at their recent level, and the
third year of coliege work was added in 1907 with the A.B.
degree being conferred upon that basis. One disturbing prob-
lem was the rapid turnover of faculty, except, of course, for
Obenchain who seemed as permanent as the rocks underlying
the campus. President Lewis became ill during the 1910-1911
school year and was confmed to a sanitarium much of the
time; the Reverend R. W. Binkley substituted for him and
acted as presi:!ent His ill health persisted, and President Lewis
resigned in the spring of 1912.5°

Enrolhnent had plummeted to 70 in 1910 and to only
51 in 1911, and the uncertainty engendered by the change in
the presxdencv adversely affected both the faculty and stu-
dents. When school opened in September, 1912, the faithful
Major Obenchain was the only faculty member who had been
there the previous year. The 45 students in attendance repre-
sented the smallest number in Ogden’s history, and the school
appeared closer to extinction than at any previous period in its
existence.

A new president accepted the challenge. William M.
Pearce held degrees from the National University of Lebanon,
Ohio, and Yale University, and he had acqulred extensive
teaching and administrative experience in the schools of Ohio,
Mississippi, and Texas.®® Pearce decided that the most urgent
problem was enrollment, and he set out to do something about
it almost as soon as he arrived in Bowling Green in August,
1912. A few desultory efforts at recruiting students had been
made previously,®! but no one had ever approached the matter

58 Ogden College Catalogue, 1908-1907, 9-11.

59 Alvin F. Lewis, interviewed by Jesse B. Johnson, July 9, 1927.

60 William M. Pearce, interviewed by Jesse B. Johnson, August [n. d.],
1928.

611n 1888, for example, President Obenchain arranged to have an ad-
vertisement for students inserted in 22 newspapers for a month for a total
cost of $31.50. Edwin Alden Co., Newspaper Advertising Agency, to Obenchain,
July [n. d.], 1888, McElroy Collection.
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with Pearce’s determination. He made a personal house by
house canvass of Bowling Green; he travelled countless miles
by horse and buggy to reach prospective students in Warren
and surrounding counties; and he wrote letters tirelessly on
his worn Oliver typewriter. He endeavored to instill the same
missionary zeal in the students already in attendance. His ef-
forts produced results. The 1913 fall enrollment was 79, and
in 1916 the total exceeded 100 for the first time since 1909. In
1918 Ogden’s student bedy numbered 162, the largest in the
school’s entire history.®? The fourth year of college work was
added in 1912, and the courses of study were revised for both
the college and preparatory divisions. A third year of prep
work started in 1913 with provision for ambitious students to
complete a four year program in three years.

Ogden lost two of its most devoted supporters during the
Pearce administration. Hector V. Loving, Regent since the
inception of the school, died at his Louisville home on March
27, 1913. While he had been interested in the overall activities
and programs of the school, his major concern had been finan-
cial, and he had done much to preserve Ogden’s precarious
solvency. Mr. D. W. Wright was named Regent in Loving's
will.®2

“The Major” died in August, 1916, after thirty-nine years
of devoted service to the school; grandsons of his first students
were subject to his discipline during his last years. His body
weakened toward the end, but his character never changed,
and his emphasis upon discipline never faltered. Generations
of students had called him the “Grand Old Man” of Ogden
College.®* With his death Ogden lost its closest tie with the
earliest days of the school.

The fragmentary records from the early years of the
twentieth century indicate that the Ogden students of that era
were just as likely to get into trouble as their predecessors of
the previous century. An intensive investigation which con-
sumed five days in December, 1908, revealed that one student

62 Pearce, interviewed by Johnson, August, 1928; Cornette, “Ogden
College,” 36-37.

63 The Cardinal, 1914.
64 Ihid., 1913; Cornette, “Ogden College,” 37-38.

This content downloaded from 161.6.94.245 on Fri, 19 Jun 2020 14:35:41 UTC
All use subject to https://about.jstor.org/terms



208 REGISTER OF THE KENTUCKY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

had brought a large cannon-cracker to school while another
had exploded it in the water closet with some resultant damage
to that structure. Both gentlemen were suspended for a month
and ordered to pay damages; two friends who refused to testify
against them were also suspended.®s Suspensions were also the
common penalty for cheating or attempting to cheat on exam-
inations, and one fool-hardy youth was suspended for two
weeks “for crude language to Major Obenchain.”®® Consider-
able commotion was caused by the prankster who removed the
shafts from all the buggies in the horse lot and the unknown
culprit who placed a “vile-smelling chemical” in the teachers’
room. The sensation of 1910 occurred when the Rev. Binkley
discovered that some students had been drinking egg-nog on
campus. Of the six caught consuming the evidence, three were
suspended for four weeks and the other three for two weeks.
Several other students then confessed to having imbibed, and
they scon swelled the ranks of the suspended The faculty,
after a spec1al meeting, decided to pardon all of them who
would apologize.5” One young man was suspended indefinite-
lv in February, 1911, for being intoxicated on the campus, and
two friends who interfered “with the authority of the college”
and manifested “insubordination and defiance” in the case
soon joined their friend in his exile.®®

President Pearce seemed to have fewer disciplinary prob-
lems than his immediate predecessors. He kept in close touch
with the parents of his students, and his telephone calls, letters,
and personal visits helped procure parental pressure to achieve
the Ogden standards: “regular in attendance, gentlemanly in
deportment, and diligent in study.”®® Pearce had another ad-
vantage that his predecessors lacked; during his administration
an extensive athletic program provided an outlet for high
spirits.

The students had occasionally fielded pick-up teams since

65 Minutes of the Faculty Meeting, December 22, 1908. There is some
doubt that Ogden had a water closet prior to the completion of Snell Hall
in 1924.

66 Ibid., October 21, 1910.

67 Cornette, “Ogden College,” 34-35,

68 Minutes of the Faculty Meeting, February 21, 1911.

69 Pearce, interviewed by Johnson, August, 1928.
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1900, but the school had seldom provided much encourage-
ment or support. But in 1913 President Pearce announced that
the college would offer all possible and rational support to
athletics. Students were encouraged to devote a reasonable
amount of time each day to outdoor sports. All athletic ac-
tivities were placed under the control of the faculty, and John
Earl Uhler, the new professor of English and Modern Lan-
guages, was appointed Athletic Director in 1914 when he
joined the faculty. The students organized the Ogden College
Athletic Association to promote the program.”

Despite these efforts, athletics were hampered by inade-
quate financial support until 1916 when the Trustees set up an
athletic fund. Each student was assessed one dollar, and the
Board then contributed one-half the sum raised from the stu-
dents. Since the fall enrollment in 1916 was 109 the total
budget could hardly exceed $150, but the football team won
four of the five games played against Kentucky and Tennessee
high schools, and the SUCCCSSLUI season was reflected in high
student morale. The Cardinal, the college’s new annual, re-
ported as many as 35 men out for {fcotball practlce and

“everyone was fighting for a blgger better Ogden.” The editor
declared that “The chapel exercises were no lonaer dry affairs,
but instead were changed into live, pulsing, red- Dlooded meet-
ings where vells and songs dominated.” The favorite yell was
chanted over and over again:

Obego, Obigo, Obego Bigo Bum,

Go get a rat trap bigger than a cat trap,
Go get a cat trap bigger than a rat trap,
Cannibal, Cannibal, Sis Boom Bah,
Ogden, Ogden, Rah, Rah, Rahl

But The Cardinal editor did not hesitate to scold the team
when he felt the players merited censure. “We offer no excuses
for losing this game,” he wrote after 9-0 loss to Elizabethtown
High School, “and probably the team needed and deserved
the defeat. Only one regular back-field man . . . was able to
play, and many of the team broke training the nlght before
and could not stop the fierce attacks of their opponents, who

70 Ogden College Catalogue, 1914-1915, 27.
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were in splendid condition.”™

The need for increased income for the athletic program
resulted in the addition of another Ogden activity in the spring
of 1917 when Professor-Coach Uhler directed a farce called
“Looking for Mary Jane” for the benefit of the athletic fund.
Presented in the Bowling Green Opera House, the play at-
tracted a large and appreciative audience. Similar performances
were staged annually thereafter, often with the assistance of
townspeople and the girls of Potter College. Benefit movies
and Hallowe’en carnivals sometimes brought in additional
sums.” Professor Uhler also sponsored the Dramatic Club and
the Glee Club, which later became the Ogden Orchestra,
before his resignation in 1917 after a too-brief tenure of three
years.

The Athletic Association organized a baseball team in
1916, but the squad consisted entirely of inexperienced prep
students, and the season was not a success.” Basketball was
played in the cramped facilities of the YMCA on State Street,
and a track team was organized in 1917." The campus had
no space for a football field, and the squad practiced and
played its home games at various sites on the Ogden farm
located off the Cemetery Pike, a good long hike from the
dressing room at the Y.

The athletic activities reflected what seemed to be a gen-
eral renaissance of the school during the period of the First
World War. Despite the impact of that conflict upon the stu-
dent body, enrollment reached 162 in 1918, the largest num-
ber ever enrolled at Ogden. A spirit of optimism pervaded the
campus, and there were great expectations for the future. “The
age of the supremacy of the large college and university is
gradually passing away,” The Cardinal asserted confidently in

71 The Cardinal, 1917; Cornette, “Ogden College,” 40-41.

72 Play Program, February 7, 1917, in Ogden College Folder; The
Cardingl, February 1, November 14, 1922, February 12, 1923. By this time
The Cardinal was the school newspaper, the annual having been discon-
tinued. Potter College, located a few hundred yards up the hill from Ogden,
opened in 1889. Lewis, Higher Education, 257-259.

73 Ogden College Bulletin, Vol. 3 (April, 1916), 2.

74 The Cardinal, 1917.

78 Dr. Ward C. Sumpter, interviewed by Lowell H. Harrison, October 23,
1969; Alvis Temple, interviewed by Lowell H. Harrison, October 21, 1969.
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1917. “At the same time the small college, with its limited num-
ber of students and its vast opportunities for individual and
thorough instruction is rapidly forging to the front.” Two years
later prospective students were told that “The average income
of the man who is not a college graduate is $1,000 a year. In
a working lifetime of forty years, the college graduate has
made $22,000 more than his less fortunate contemporaries.”
Because of its small size, Ogden College was uniquely “fitted
to train its students in character and efficiency.” The strong
faculty “know the value of the personal touch. They teach
small classes where every student is given an opportunity
for free development and expression.” With pardonable pride
the anonymous author concluded that “Perhaps no other insti-
tution numbers among its alumni such a high percentage of
able and prominent men.””®

Symbolic of the spirit of improvement was approval of
the preparatory depariment in January, 1919 by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Preparatory Schools. This ap-
proval meant that Ogden prep school graduates would be ad-
mitted without examination into the freshman class of any
college member of the Association. Few Kentucky high schools
had achieved such status, and the recognition was an eloquent
tribute to the caliber of work which Ogden offered.”

A number of Ogden men entered military service after
the United States went to war, but President Pearce urged the
students to remain in school until their services were re-
quired. A cadet company was organized, and by the fall of
1918 students could enter the Student Army Training Corps.
Rising prices and the deplorably low salary scale, which had
remained almost unchanged for thirty years, contributed to a
turnover of faculty in 1919 which included every member
except the President himself. The four young men who con-
stituted the faculty that fall had a combined teaching experi-
ence of one year. Two of them had graduated from Ogden in
1918 and one in June, 1919. Endowment income was already
inadequate to meet rising costs, and the Board complicated
the problem by decreeing in 1919 that all Kentucky students

76 OQgden College Bulletin, vol. 5 (January, 1919), 1-4.
77 Ogden College Catalogue, 1918-1919, 27-30.
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should receive free tuition. Out-of-state students paid $50 per
year, but they were few in number, and the revenue from
student fees was insufficient to bridge the gap between ex-
penditure and income. Confronted by such problems which
seemed to defy solutions, President Pearce resigned in 1920
and accepted a position with Western Kentucky State Normal
School.”®

J. Howard Edgerton, a graduate of Hamilton College,
New York, assumed the dual position of president and Profes-
sor of English, Psychology and Ethics. Forty-five of 137 stu-
dents registered in September, 1920 were in the college divi-
sion, the largest number of college students since 1906, and
President Edgerton gave first priority to the strengthening
of the college programs. Extensive changes were made in the
curricula, and more electives were made available than had
ever been offered previously. Despite his best efforts, how-
ever, the Kentucky Association of Colleges refused to grant
Ogden its coveted senior rating.”

Edgerton’s emphasis upon the collegiate program stimu-
lated a revival of extra-curricular activities which had lan-
guished during the war years. The Cardinal, now a newspaper
instead of an annual, reported an athletic revival. Coach Wil-
liam Y. Irvin scheduled eight football games in 1921, six of
them with college teams, and four track meets were scheduled
for 1922. The 1922-1923 basketball team compiled a 9-2 record,
and the prep team went to the state basketball tournament as
champions of the Third District. Forty candidates reported
for baseball practice in March, 1923, and hopes soared for the
best season on record.?® But Ogden was a small school, and
her teams found it difficult to compete successfully with the
colleges which constituted a growing percentage of the op-
ponents. After the 1922 foothall team lost six of eight games,
including a 65-0 rout by Cumberland University, the school
paper called for an end to the system of unpaid volunteer
coaches.81

78 Ibid., 1919-1920, 11, 43. There was an entrance fee of $25.00 for
state students. Cornette, “Ogden College,” 43.

79 Ogden College Catalogue, 1920-1921, 5, 43-48, 62-68,

80 Issues of January 1, March 1, 1922; March 22, 1923,
81 The Cardinal, December 5, 1922.
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As a consequence of this demand, Jesse B. Johnson of
St. Louis was brought to Ogden in 1923 to coach all sports
and to teach history. Under his direction Ogden’s athletic
program enjoyed its golden age despite tougher schedules and
more stringent eligibility rules.®? The football schedule even-
tually included such teams as Southwestern Presbyterian Uni-
versity, Cumberland University, Tennessee Tech, University
of Louisville and Murray State Teachers College. The basket-
ball schedule included most of these same teams but also in-
cluded Centre College, Kentucky Wesleyan, Transylvania and
Berea. Track was dropped, but the other teams enjoyed suc-
cessful seasons, and arch-rival Bethel was defeated in football
for the first time in seven years, and the next year Cumberland
University was defeated six to nothing.®?

This athletic renaissance was sponsored by a new presi-
dent who saw a successful athletic program as a means of
lifting both student morale and the general prestige of the
school. At chapel on January 10, 1923, after Scriptures were
read, President Edgerton shocked the students by announcing
his immediate resignation because of his wife’s iliness.®* His
decision had been communicated to the Regent and Board a
week earlier, and his successor was named as soon as he com-
pleted his announcement. Charles E. Whittle, a mnative of
Edmonson County, had received bachelor’s degrees at Ogden
in 1918 and at Yale University in 1919. After teaching briefly
at Ogden he had taught in the public schools before opening
a law practice in Brownsville in 1922. Only twenty-three years
old, he was soon hailed as “the youngest college president in
America.” Able, energetic, an accomplished public speaker,
endowed with infectious personal charm, Whittle threw him-
self into the task of meeting the school’s most pressing prob-
lems.85

His administration received a strong boost from the long
anticipated construction of another building which nearly
every Ogden president had vainly sought to obtain. Achieve-
ment of this goal was made possible by C. Perry Snell, a na-

82 Ibid., March 18, 1924,

83 Ibid., April 2, 1924.

84 Jbid., January 10, 1923; Cornette, “Ogden College,” 44.
85 The Cardinal, April 15, 1924,
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tive of Bowling Green who had been educated at Ogden
College, the Cherry Brothers’ Business College, and the Louis-
ville College of Pharmacy. After 1904 he had become a suc-
cessful real estate developer and civic leader in St. Petersburg,
¥lorida. Grateful for the assistance which Ogden College had
given him, Snell offered in 1922 to donate $20,000 toward the
construction of a building which would provide an adequate
auditorium and chemical laboratory as well as some classrooms,
provided that other friends of the school matched his contribu-
tion. If his conditions were met, he pledged $2,500 annually
to provide a Chair of Philosophy in honor of General Perry
and a gold Perry Medal which would be awarded annually to
the student who had done the best work in philosophy.®®

The offer was promptly accepted, and a year later it was
announced that the students had raised $4,180.50 and other
workers $16,125. Later contributions increased the total to
some $32,000, and Mr. Snell also increased his matching con-
tribution. The two-story brick structure was formally dedicated
on November 19, 1924, with Mr. and Mrs. Snell as guests of
honor. The addition of seven classrooms allowed the old barn
to be demolished after years of make-shift service; its lumber
was used in the construction of a six-room home for the presi-
dent on the southern edge of the campus. Old Ogden Hall was
renovated, and, a reflection of changing times, the old stables
were converted into garages.®” By 1925 the physical facilities
were in better condition than they had ever been.

Swept up by the spirit of change, students worked dili-
cently to improve the library, a subject of frequent criticism
from accrediting associations. The athletic program prospered,
Ogden men placed well in regional and national forensic events,
the “Kentucky Kardinals” musical group made an extended
trip through the Mediterranean and Orient, and there was talk
of establishing a local fraternity. “Ogden is just entering a
period of expansion and growth,” The Cardinal editor declared,
“and a local fraternity would do a lot to draw the better class

86 Ibid., April 15, 1922; Ogden College Bulletin, 1921-1922, 62-85. The
Perry Chair of Philosophy was only established for one year, then allowed
to lapse. Minutes of Ogden Board of Trustees, June 9, 1933.

87 The Cardinal, April 26, 1923, October 22, 1924; Purk City Daily News,
November 20, 1924,
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of students to her walls.”#*

Yet Ogden College was rapidly nearing its end after half
a century of educational service. One problem which haunted
the young president was accreditation by the Kentucky Asso-
ciation of Colleges and the Southern Association. It had not
been a serious problem in earlier years when Ogden had little
competition in the immediate area and when competitors were
in the same position. But Western State Normal School, lo-
cated just a few hundred yards away, had become a four year
degree granting institution in 1922, and its enroliment had
grown to 3,027 in the 1925-1926 academic year. The Normal
School had been accredited by the American Association for
Teacher Education in 1923, and it would be accredited by
the Southern Association during the 1925-1926 academic year.
President Whittle was convinced that accreditation was vital
to Ogden’s future. He pressed his case with officials at the
University of Kentucky and received some encouragement,
provided the library was strengthened and a clear separation
made between the college and preparatory divisions. In the
end, however, Ogden College was oifered no more than junior
status; Whittle spurned the offer as being more harmful to
the school than having no rating at all.?% His {ailure to achieve
the academic recognition he considered essential undoubtedly
contributed to Whittle’s decision to resign in 1925.

Whittle’s successor that autumn was Colonel Robert Allen
Burton whose announced program was to continue existing
policies with no radical changes. A graduate of Centre College
and the University of Kentucky, Colonel Burton had a long
record of administrative experience in the army and at sev-
eral schools, but he could do little to cope with the problems
which beset Ogden College. He was able to retain the same
faculty which had taught the previous year, but the enroll-
ment dropped from 131 to 109. Student morale declined
precipitously, and 49 students withdrew from Ogden before
the close of the school year. So many football players quit that
only desperate efforts by the coach and captain held a team

88 The Cardinal, December 19, 1924.

89 Charles E. Whittle, interviewed by Jesse B. Johnson, July 9, 1927;
James P. Cornette, A History of the Western Kentucky State Teachers College
(Bowling Green, 1938), 190.
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together until the season finally ended.®® In recent years the
football team had symbolized the exuberant spirit of Ogden;
its collapse now reflected the depression which pervaded the
campus.

Dr. Alvin F. Lewis, president of Ogden from 1906 to
1912, was re-elected to that position in 1927. Four of the five
faculty members of the previous year had to be replaced, in-
cluding Coach Johnson, and the football schedule had to be
cancelled when just 12 college students enrolled in September,
1927. Only 20 students enrolled in the prep department. In the
face of this disastrous decline, Dr. Lewis took a strong stand
on the accreditation issue. He would “pay no attention whatso-
ever to the State Association of Colleges or any other organiza-
tion that would try to dictate how Ogden College should be
administered.” Ogden College “would stand on the quality of
her work. . . .”*t Dr. Lewis suffered a breakdown in Septem-
ber, 1927, and was forced to enter a sanatorium. Carl E. Mar-
tin, Professor of Mathematics, accepted the thankless post of
president.®?

The situation was desperate, and a decision could no
longer be delayed. R. C. P. Thomas, a nephew of D. W. Wright,
had become Regent upon the latter’s death, and he and the
Trustees finally concluded that the school should close. The
endowment had not kept pace with the needs of the institu-
tion, and in recent years it had operated at a deficit. Endow-
ment revenue probably never exceeded $6,000 per year, while
the operating budget, although inadequate, had grown to over
$10,000. The college was still solvent, but it could not operate
indefinitely on its current basis, and no relief was in prospect.?

90 Ogden College Catalogue, 1926-1927, 49-52; personal recollections of
Jesse B. Johnson, 1928.

91 Ogden College Bulletin, vol. 14 (July, 1927); Dr. Lewis, interviewed
by Johnson, July 9, 1927.

92 Carl E. Martin to Jesse B. Johnson, September 19, 1927, March 31,
1928; Minutes of the Ogden Board of Trustees, September 30, 1927.

93 Dr. Ward C. Sumpter, “Founders’ Day Address,” Park City Daily News,
March 29, 1934; Dr. Sumpter, interviewed by Harrison, October 23, 1969;
Temple, interviewed by Harrison, October 21, 1969. The salaries approved
for 1927-1928 alone amounted to $11,500. President Lewis was to receive
$2500 and each of the staff members $1800. Minutes of The Ogden Board
of Trustees, June 1, 1927.
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Ogden shared the plight of many small liberal arts colleges
which lacked a strong basis of support. Such colleges had oc-
cupied a preeminent position in American higher education
during much of the nineteenth century, but in the twentieth
century they had been overtaken by the multipurpose uni-
vef:rsities which reflected the growing complexities of American
life.%4

Ogden’s leaders were reluctant to abandon the mission
given the college by its founder a half-century earlier. After
careful consideration of the various possibilities open to them,
they concluded that Major Ogden’s wishes could best be met
under current conditions by a merger with Western Kentucky
State Teachers College. “We were sad that our dreams for
Ogden were not to be realized,” an Ogden alumnus and faculty
member recalled a few years later, “but it was a sadness mixed
with joy in the realization that Ogden was not to die, that
her name and traditicns were to be carried on and the scope
of her services broadened in the years to come through the
merger with Western.”??

The formal agreement was signed on November 19, 1927
by the governing boards of the two institutions. The Ogden
buildings, campus and 140 acre farm were leased to Western
without cost for a twenty year period, starting January 1, 1928.
The name was perpetuated in the Ogden Department of
Science of Western. During the first decade of the lease 25%
of the net annual income of the Ogden endowment fund was
to go to Western for student scholarships; the remainder was
to be used to increase the fund. During the second decade the
ratios were to be reversed. Income from the John E. Robinson
estate was to be applied toward the salary of the professor
who held the Robinson Chair of Natural Sciences. The Ogden
Trustees agreed to continue awarding the Ogden, Robinson
and Trustees’ Medals.?¢

94 Brickman and Lehner (eds.), Century of Higher Education, 54-55.

95 Sumpter, “Founders’ Day Address,” Park City Daily News, March 29,
1934.

96 The agreement is included in the Minutes of the (Western) Board
Meeting, November 19, 1927. Miss Georgia Bates, Secretary to the Board
of Regents, Western Kentucky University, located this and other pertinent
records in the official records. The Ogden Board of Trustees agreed to the
merger at a meeting on November 18, 1927,
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The lease was extended for ten years in 1947 and again
in 1856 with only minor changes in the terms.®” By 1960 West-
ern’s rapid growth necessitated the erection of a large science
building as the first part of a major science complex. The rela-
tively short-term lease was not satisfactory for that purpose,
and old Ogden Hall, worn by the years and countless students,
had to be replaced. A new agreement provided for a ninety-
nine year lease starting on June 1, 1960 and terminating on
May 81, 2059. Western received permission for “remodeling,
demolishing, removing or reconstructing such buildings as may
in the discretion of its Board of Regents be best and proper
during the term of the lease.™®

Two legal questions arose from the new agreement. By
1960 Negro students were an integral part of Western’s stu-
dent body, but Major Ogden’s will had limited benefits to “the
citizens of native-born white American citizens”; was that por-
tion of the will still valid? Western used the Ogden property
rent-free; did the providing of educational facilities for Ken-
tucky students constitute a legal consideration? In order to
resolve these questions, Ogden College officials filed a suit in
the Warren Circuit Court. Judge John B. Rodes, an 1889 grad-
uate of Ogden and a sometime member of the governing
boards of both Ogden and Western, disqualified himself from
hearing the case, but Special Judge Parker Duncan ruled that
the lease was valid in all respects. While the “white” provision
was legal and enforceable when Major Ogden drew up his
will, it was not valid in 1960.99

Hundreds of colleges have gone out of existence in the
United States, most of them leaving little indication that they
ever existed. One of the most interesting pages in Ogden’s
history has been the continued activity of the school since its
merger. Under the leadership of Regents R. C. P. Thomas
(1922-1939), Cooper R. Smith, Sr. (1939-1951), Cooper R.
Smith, Jr. (1951 to present), and Herbert J. Smith (Acting
Regent since 1951) and the members of the Board of Trustees,
the endowment has increased sharply since 1928 despite such

87 Minutes of the Meeting of the (Western) Board of Regents, December
20, 1947; June 25, 1956,

98 1bid., May 18, 1960.
99 Park City Daily News, July 15, 26, 28, 1960,
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regular expenditures as the annual scholarships. A major finan-
cial contribution was made by R. C. P. Thomas who left some
$200,000 to the Endowment Fund upon his death in 1939. In
1969 the value of the Ogden property and endowment was
conservatively estimated at $1,000,000. Some real estate is still
held, but the Ogden farm was sold in 1945 and the investment
trend is toward securities rather than real property.!*°

The major use of the endowment income had been for
student aid, and hundreds of Western students have benefited
from Ogden scholarships since 1928. The number and value
have fluctuated somewhat through the years, but in 1969-1970
106 Warren County students are receiving $15,030 to help pay
general fees. Additional assistance has sometimes been pro-
vided in emergencies or exceptional circumstances such as
special medical school expenses. Ogden College officials hope
that the scholarship program can be expanded in the future.***

Anyone familiar with the history of Ogden College soon
becomes aware of its influence upon Western Kentucky Uni-
versity in many ways other than the scholarship program.
Typical contemporary Ogden men who have or are now con-
tributing to the weltare of Kentucky and the nation include
Judges Coleman and Hines, lawyers Demunbrun and Whittle,
Doctors Amos and Causey, financiers Rose and Hudson, Con-
gressman Natcher, professors Lee and Sumpter, college presi-
dents Lewis and Whittle, football coaches Doug and Jack
Smith, and many others. The name is retained in the Ogden
College of Science and Technology; that College has usually
had a Robinson Professor; the Robinson Medal, the Ogden
Medal, the Trustees’ Medal, and the R. C. P. Thomas Medal

100 Tbid., August 19, 1948; February 8, 15, 1951; March 18, 1954, January
5, 1955; Minutes of the (Western) Board of Regents, August 25, 1954. Regent
Cooper R. Smith, Jr., a career officer in the United States Air Force, appointed
his first cousin, Herbert J. Smith, Acting Regent.

101 A, J. Thurman, Executive Secretary of the Office of the College
Heights Foundation and Student Financial Aid, to Lowell H. Harrison, No-
vember 14, 1969. In 1944, for example, 22 scholarships were granted from
the yearly allocation of $1850.00 for that purpose. Minutes of the Ogden
Board of Trustees, September 19, 1944,
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are among the major academic awards given at Western.1%
Students and faculty members crowd the halls and classrooms
of Snell Hall, and those who have an idle moment can stroll
in the Italian garden which Mr. Snell donated. The president’s
home on the Ogden campus is still in use, and even Mr. Wright
would probably nod approval of the condition of the college
grounds.

Above all, the traditions and spirit of Ogden College still
linger in the hearts and memories of the men who were stu-
dents there. The leaves have fallen from the campus trees
many times since Ogden College enrolled its last students, and
their number has dwindled with the passing of the years. But
their memories are ever green for the Ogden men who recall
their school with fervid devotion. Many of them would echo
what Daniel Webster said of his alma mater: “It is, sir, as I
have said, a small college—and yet there are those who love
it.. .7

102 The R. C. P. Thomas Award is given to the student graduating during
the summer who has the highest scholastic average for the four years of college
work. Dr. John A. Scarborough, Director of Summer School, Western Kentucky
University, to Lowell H. Harrison, November 12, 1969. No Robinson Pro-
fessor had been designated in the 1969-1970 academic year. Dr. Marvin W.

Russell, Dean, Ogden College of Science and Technology, to Lowell H. Harri-
son, December 3, 1969.
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wvay or fourteenth SL">9t thence Horth 29 degrees %0 milnutes
Weat 301.5 feet to the raint of’ ch¢nn”nu.

of Fourteenti

5 f\ x"-\r

5] i .

Belng the sane nronﬂrt& purchased by the Board of Trustees of
Coden Collepe from the hodilst :a_“canql Chureir Scuth by
doed o4 rgcord in Decd Lo L 0 Pane 206 4,40 The orrice ol
the Clerlkt of the Warren County Court,

The wlll of Rebert Y, C~den as roferved Lo hersin establi ishing
the regency anl trus te“-ah1n is of record ia Will Dook 4 pame
142 1n the office of the Clerk of tha Farren C cunty Court; and
tl Pouer 01 Au,orucv appointing ﬁ” bert J. z¢ as aeting
cnt and 136 com Coonoer u. ol -.i':-z, JT 4 3 it of
Colluwb, is daged “‘b?uu"y J, 1951, and 1y of wrccord in 1‘ed
Deole 245 page 320 in the office ox the Clerit ¢f the Worren
County Court,

This lease shall begin and be effective as of June 1, 1950, and

nicety-nine years {9G)

all appurtenances vhare



Lensa, the Sccond Party, Westorn Kenbuels
1 keep in repair the Lmprovennnts on

% . & E TR e En 1 3 231 Y *
Lor all utilitles used therszon ond ghall Loy

t
FES

inst some,. It
reeogniced that some owr 211 of the buildings at present locabted on Lpden
Carpus may, through aze ang debarioration, require recouztruetion or
dziollition during he terwm of this lcase, and zceovdingly Western Kentuoely
State Cellage, the Second Porty sad Tooaos hevein, shall be given the
right and privilese of romedeling, demolishing, ve moving or racons cruecing

such bulldings ae may in the disercbion of its Board of Repents Loe be

It Au further gorced botuszen the partles that during the tem
of thia lcace the faeilities leasced horebs chall conbtimiz to be desipnated
a3 the Ogden Dopartment of Szionce of vestera ilentucky State College,
thus eonblnuing the name and the purpose of the original endowmens o said
Institution,

The Second Party and Lessee herein furthor agrees during tho
term of this lessa to educate,aceording to 1is ostablished cuirricula,
guch students from Warren County, Hentuclky, who meet the entrance reguire-

nents of Weabern Kenbueky State College and who maintain the scholastic

requirements thereof who may be miven scholar p3 by the Resent and Prusioo

of Ozden (ollege in order to carry out the purposes of the will of
Robert ¥, Czden, the will of R.C.P.Thomas and the spirit of Czden College.
It is further agreed beiuween the parties that unless demolished
as hevein providad, tho building kncun as Porry Snell inll on the colliege
carmiiz and the bullding imown as Onden Hall shall conflnue during the term
of this lcase o be desipnated by aaid nanes.

N2 tha above

}.r.

Thls lease supersedes all pre-cxis ting leages embrac
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I TESPINONY WMINRTCE Yitneaa chie hands of the sarties hareto this

the day and date firvst nbove written.

COOPZR R. SMINH, JR., QoG

By / HERBERT J. SHITH

LluelG . wilTity VIRV R0

i
LT 6

Ymustee o

CESTIRN KENTUCKY STATE COLLIoL

By [/ L, INLLY ;w*f‘son

Ze f2lly AU iGUNy Pro3iCens

STATE OF EaNTUCKy

oo C._. T Ay
e e e > 1rded Lo

1, ;—}e..«,z;-w G B » & Mobtary Public ia and for bins

state and county ¢ aforesaid, do hereby certify thas the fore xaoldng pontrs

and agreement between Coopar R, Smith, Jr., Regent and Trustec > under Lth

will of Rolers Y. Cgdau, acting by and tareuzh his culy consiiicutad and
amointed dvtornay-in-Toact, vbert J. Sith, and Herbert J, Smith, Aes

Regent and Teustee wunder the will of Rober: W. Cedon, Wirsis Panty, -ng

.o " b Agm e s (¥ Ja o - b ~ . - *1 09 - - 1 8 el ™y R e L
arn Mentuely State College, acting By ond throuch its Progios ne, .

WP300, 32¢ond Pavty, was this cay produced before ro in ools

LLate and counby by Harbers J. Znith and &, Kelly Thowpson, rersonaliv

Llovm to ne, paraonally lmomm to oseumny th posliiosnag

4
cu

3
1

i
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£ the logent and Trustes of Codeon Colleps, aad of

s}
estorn Hontucky State (ollerzeo.

'OF Vitness my hand thiag M{g(\ day of May, 1u00.

/ VENDELL P, BUTLER / AIVis H, 9THPLE
/ H. BEMIS LAWRENCE / WARD C. SUMPIER
./ . GERALD EDDS

/ GiEil ¢, HAMMOUS

/ MAXEY B HARLIN

/ HUGH POLAND

/ DOUGLAS KZEM
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g her life. iy If my aforesaid Sistsr daes nat surv1ve me, then & in that

'- r
ey

'~~"xenmcky,' being’ or smmd mind & &wpas.fné ‘ ﬁmi*?'bxt °°nsci°“5 ot

}',’Mrs‘ An.n Harri& or London County af ‘Virginia if liv?ing at my, deatlg .: 5

M I S

- :m_ moum fic...:.anb 1'.0 com:ortab.x.y support her during the remainder or

the sum af two thousand dollars ta hehequally divided between than,

e formerly Sally Hendsrson daughter of .Iohn Handerson Esq. of Mason '

I, Babart W, Ogden of ths,

‘ |‘#v o

Coun‘ty of_'*?arrm and’ State of ,

a" 4‘9.-. :-_ >

‘1‘ %

ny mortality and desirous not. to die intestate do make & publish
the following as my last will =nd testement hereby revoking all
other wills haretofore made by mfa,v I give aud bsqueath to my sister

e thousand dollars ana Lt that amount should not be sufficlent
to support har comfortably during her life my executor or exegutors

hereinafter named ars heraby authnrized to axpend and use of my estnta .

-

’

e
¥

*a—

-.s!.'v‘ W 1"-'57 3

R R EYCRN
R

w

event this ite.m of my will is& void. :
: Itam 2" I hereby give mmé “equsath te the children murvz.vmg

at By death of ny nephaw . R, B Staphens of the State of Ohio

also the note or notes and other evidences of mv 1ndah+a“_
of taeir afsd Father tq ne ths aggragate to ba equally divided be-
tween them as before.

Item &%, I hereby give and bequeath to my Nephew "John ‘Stephansh
of Mason-'_‘ County Virginia if living at my death One thousand dollars.. l
Should the said "Joln Btephens not survive me this Iten of zy
will 1is void.

Item 4", 1 hereby give and. bequeath to my "Grand Nincaﬂ Sally Georg

County Virginia if living at msr death ths sum uf tm thousand dcl-‘
lars should (e sald Saily George not survive me this Item of my
will is void.
,I.t‘f'fm' 5_*,". I 3:1'are'by; give and :beq.uefs.t;h_ to ¥rs. Mary E, ‘Hutechison _-fg:f;-;:

A - o, .. L FE
> - T, e ‘¢ . LRI L
. .



mem.y uenuerson and slso & daughtsr of the afsd. John Henderson if
:}'“ ﬁurviving at my daath the aum or tvo ;chousand dollars. If ﬂm gards s

ER e

g . ¥ 5
R‘.:““, R N

mm” J(ary‘ E &utahison is not li:ving at my' daa.th 'l:his I’cem or my wul is-

‘“Lars. e

-‘.;-_04""1"-, :

: ‘ E ‘Item ‘?" I hareby ‘givé anﬂ bequaath to "gsch of the ehildran e

living at ‘my death of my daaeased brcther Benjamin Ogden late of the
Stz.te of Virgmia the Sum. cf twe thousand dellars,.

Item an 3: here'by give md"] eqq"nat.h to m_y_ 9.}:? tm&ty & triad ..5-_-

Ehgy e,

‘ _“formar .,laves Charles and Charlot‘ce his wxi‘e or 'the survivor of thm

. .
W«T\ A oS < ""r}\ e

ir living at my death the sum of t‘ive hundred dollars, should neither
Charles nor Charlotte survive me; then this Item of my will 1s void,

it

Item 9" I here‘by give and bequnath to my friend Hanry T. Clark
as trustaa in ﬁrust for th&usa ,ann bmarit ofia. blizaq colarad boy

L ;_;...L '

namad Bev‘erly son of my former slavé Eliza tha su,m of five hundred °

dollars, the. interest a.nd principal both to be use if demad necnssary
by said trustee for the confortabla suppart & neintenance of tha
alfsd bli n ‘boy, Beverly,

Itmn 10" I hereby give and baquaath to the present children living
at my death of my step son Wm. B. Bochaster the sum of twenth thous&nd ‘ ;'«. g
dollars +o he equally A4 ided betwsﬁ': t..m the otas execuied Lo me ny "

said. Wm H Rochester with ths iptar_eat ce.lculated thsreon up.. to my

St o gea

.death,. \mather sa;!.d nqnes ,may have bsen barreﬂ by lap,se ef tinm or not
“shall’ go*and be Teceived in’ pament & satisfaction ‘of this' devi se &7
bequeat to.the extent of saidprincipal and interest.




. h?‘

.‘4';;the fund mentioned above revorts and passes aS hereinafter provided.

- efit of. my iormnr sarvant colornd*woman bllen mothnr»of Tom and Vic—-‘

"
toria hereinaffar namad fiva honds” af On_e +hgjsﬁf\d_d_11a rs ea b of'

lvem LL¥. L. hereby giveland bequegth to my old and particular

en

friend Bone‘Lucas if li%ing at qytdeath~the sum of-One Thoosand dollars,

' in the event that he doss not survive me this Item of my will is void.

Item 12", I Lersby give and bequeaih (o my wxscutors hereinafter

named as trustees or the survivor of them in trust for the usz & ben-

‘-.‘\., W

4
~, -
S "'. .'# - " -J"..‘ e ‘. "..;-,, T KA *}1: L
i -

such as may executors msy select the annual interest on same as it accruer
to be pald over to said Ellan for her.support and maintenance ss long

as she may live.” At her death thls 1tem of my will becomes void and

PR L O

‘n.v

Itam'lS" ) It is my desire and I ‘hereby dirmct that ‘all’ the devisas
and begueaths heretofore made in this will shall be pald by my
exscutors or eithar of them in and with sny County State City Railroad
oraany other pogdfuor stoog that I:may. own at my dgath or. such as my ‘
xacutors mayfgeigct‘dnd gd;ogé;e:ﬁ°aning and intonding that said bonds ’
or stock shall be paid and rﬂceived at their par or face value as ior
Iinstance where a devise or bﬂquest of One thousand dollars 1s Mad° it is

my meéning and intention that a bond for that amount or stock calling

Fy

oI that amoun L ou thelr face shall go and be rzeeived in ::aclblac.t QL

(i

o]

£ 3d. devise or bequest notwithstanding the ruct that said bond or
stock might not yeild one thousand dollars if sold on the market at
their current value,

-;5'. Item 14" I hereby give .and devise to my executors hereinafter
namnd as trustees for the use, and beneflt of lom dnd Victoria son ;;f~15

end daughter of the aforssaid colored woman £llen referred to in the



(>

E Py Yopu o A

128 Ttem of thie will, the sum of twenty thousand doliers in money or

tha currance of the country said twgnty thbusand dollars xo. be 1n«1f"

vestau ny »aia irusteeﬁ i such good arid-safe. bonds or” stocks as they”
may aelect -and the annual interest as 1t acernes must he paid in
equal shares to the afsd Tom and Victoria.. And 1f either Tom or
Victoria snould die 7eaving no child or children the survivor shall
be antitled to tha whole of the afsd ipterest and m iche favent that‘:'w_' :
aither 3h0uld die, leaving a childmor'khildren ‘such child or chmldrén 'ﬂﬁg

shall be entltled to and shall raceive tae interost that the parent
would have received if liv;ng. Should Tom and Victoria both die and
1eava no; child or childran than‘i"is my will and I so direct that

the devise herein made to tham shall go and pﬂuS to my naxt of kin; B
under & by virtue of the Statuteé cr thh 3tata of’Kentucky, regulating
the 1aw of dscents, Powsr is hereby givan to my executors herein-

after named as trustses in the exerviée of their discvetlon to invest

v el

the arst twenty thousand dqllars or se mach thareofeas-may--;fa~,Q?ggsigu}
ha"a : ﬁnzy in & howe or homss Ior tna arsa tom snd: Vlctoria taking
cars that tney share this devise equally in case ‘they. chose separate

homes, Should sald Trustees 1nvast sd. fund or 4 portion of it in real

[

estate as a home or honses for -h fsﬂ Tom & Victoric and sither shoul d-'

die leaving no child or children then the whole of said real sstate is td
be beld for the use and benefit of the survivor in case either should di&
leaving a ¢hild or children then and in that event such c¢hild or childran‘
shall be etitlad to tha share portion bsnefit or interest fhat the parent
would hava received au providad concarﬂrng th& investment in bonds or o
StDCn should Tom and Victoria both die 1aav1ng ‘o child or children it is mv
will and I so direct that sd. real’ estate 1f purehased shall zo & pass to

my next of kin as already provided in this item, concnrnina the investmant

ES
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= *lare hereby authorizad to sell & convay sd raal a.;tate ‘and make such

e de \',-a»

" other J.nvestment as they daan best in the evant that neither Tom mor .7
Vi M-nria should survivg me then this item of my will is vold snd the
devige &cabequast heresin made shall revert to my estats and pass as

hereinafter provided.

.--.'.- R . - : AR ~‘
.,

, 'i'fItem lsﬂ I herebv g‘:':va ami bequeath to my axaautar or exacutom

f<

'fmhereinaftar ‘nemed the sum of fifty thousand aollars in mcnay or the ";f
eurrency of the country the whole or g0 much thereof as may be neces-
sary %o be ussd by him or tham 1n the purchase of sultable grounds h
and the erection therean of approyriata buildings in or nean the town,a

:of Bowiing Graen,Ky. to be dedicated and Gevoted to the edncation T'{
therein of males or. females young men or young vnmen 2s my axecutor
or executors may eclect. Should a mala school be determined upon then
it is my aesire that the same be called the. Ogden College, and if . a remale
schpcl the dien Saminary and I heraby designate my executors as ﬁhe

"regents Df S&iﬂ. VO.!.J.&"B or asmmary. - i nereoy au'cnollze .wczlu EXEGH'BOI‘&
to appoint not more than 5 trustess df sd College to whom and,to their
successors in office the title’ to the .aforesaid real esthta when

‘rchfSéd'm“Et be tolzen mnd I‘heréby-iﬂ?est =2id eve winrs A Re emerits .

with full power to remove any or all of said’Trusteas or to f£1ll any -
vacency that may occur by reason of the death resignation or’ rafused ta
act of any trustee and I hereby further giva gnd desive 'the residue of
my. estats of every, character &nd daucriptign whether real personal or.
fmixed not ctherwise diSposed ef including nt her dsath the trust fund
held’ for the use and banefit of the colored wuman Ellen designatad in the:

. ‘f<"

18% Item of this will including also the trust fund given in the 14%..
item of this will for the use and bemefit of the afsd Tom =nd Victoria



.-__J.accruln therean to. :arm a ﬁmd m;t. of Whlch tu pay a.s -far as 11; w:u.l
B go the m‘tion fees er’a’ny of the yonné mén of Warrm County or the : :

L my axecui;o;js should e i*; bestr aqd"most adv’isable to estublish a h*
'famale school ‘then I‘ &ir’ée‘t; that “{:he intm'est accruing on’ the afore~

of nentuck.y wiw may atr,amz we«Ogdan E:eminary s.nd who wish to avail

R

7 thsmselves ef this i’und. I do not mean or i.ntend to’ exprsss any pre—- .'j"

- shall be mtitled to the bgmafits of this mnd the dmision and ap- St
" polntment.of uy'sxecutrs hérein named a5 Bsgent in .this -’L_.t.‘a'-'}.;.or»my, :

<successors as trustees and to taka any and all steps necessary for.

will provided tha devises +harein namad should not survive me to
my executors hereinafter named as Trustees the whole to be invested

by them in such bonds or stock as thay may gelect the intarest

,,\- .,

Stats of Kantucky, who . may choose $o avail thanselves of this fund apd’
dasire to be sducated at the Ogden Gollaga pronded a mals school

__ powl uy 1

,_wu..i.\,u. .L uw. 3“} FJJLPLQ&Q .L,l. QUWBVGE

(‘!
J'-
}*

sald fund shall ba held rid usad -m nav aa i‘m- as 4+ w-i“H g0 -z-tm‘

tuition faes of any of the young women of E’arrm County or the btatﬂ

o . XN
.,,,"“ ”(,."“«.t r*&oa The T P "-.’.i'{

Juaice against any citizen of Kentucky who may ba oi' foreign birth )
but 1t is my desire and I hereby direct that the benafits of this |
fund- shall be conﬁned to the children of‘ native born white American
Citizens. Should the childr.n of Wm, H. B.ochester and Agatha Strange
desire to avail themaelves of th:i.s fimd I desire that they be first
provided i‘or and then prefarence is axpresvad fér other young men or

young women cf Warren County, Ky. i If eny contest arisas as to vmo
Whid 'gi;iug wadi authorlly W vrganlze aud,dp'eu sald Cullisge or
Seminary for tha raception of students to nominate and appoint their

the full e.nd successful conducf of‘ quch ‘an innﬂ 1-n+<!rm my wemtm-e

-



Gt e el
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nroner &nd eomnatible w1fh my au+§+ :my_ﬁ,btsfshich_a::'fav“ana- )
) small if any and’ my funera.. expensa t{ be paid befors any of . .
© the deviseSxmentioned in thﬂs wi&l,; P R A S e

f,by last wili énd testament a suceassar as*Rﬁgent.

or elther of them shall have che right also Yo nominate and appoint

P

Item 16“ I hereby &uthorize and direct my axncutors hereinafter o

named to purcnase suitable ground and bave built thereon above ground

a vault sufficiently large to contain ny own -body and those of my

wire uearge énn and
pense offmy'ebtate my executors are also authorizad to have ersctﬂd

near said vault such a monnment to my mamory &8 they may deem

Itam 17“ I hereby conqt*tuts aad appoint my friends W. V. Loving
and his son Hsetor, V. Loving exacutors of this ny lsst will and
testament with full powsr and autherity to c*rry uut tha provisians

o fof same and wharever 1n this will they are refared to and designatad

as. executors, trustesa or. ngants nither of them is 1nvested with the

sama powar confengd on both 4n case of the death resignation or’
fallura of the other to qualify as executor or frustes power 15 hereby
given to my exscutors to sell and_;qqygy to the purchaser sny. or sll
the lands or real sstats to which I‘have title in law or-squifyi

at my.éeath'on such terms and crsdlts as they may deem best for my

t8 1 xuusxxuaa gx&nb tnem or nne survivor ot tnam power to
appoint by 1ast will and testament a succasaor as: axscubor and trustee
having full confidehce in the Lntegrity and hon»sty of my- aforesaid :
executors and ﬂﬂamina th 17 hon nd r ths be; ©d of 1+bcr f t dﬁ suffivi;u
I hereby’ request and direct the county Court of the County hers, this
will m§y3ha prqsapted»fo:ﬂrecord not to demand of my said‘exagu;ors or

-
e ¥

.
R

.
vy

ttle son. and my brpther ﬂilliam dian all or;ﬁ”"',~

T

» .
o e e

13
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- or. aith°r of them gny security en tha_;bqnd that LA be req_uuoq of U gtk

»,f.

them, ca tified under ay. hemd this 6"‘ aéy of E’acw‘ner 187& :

A
v -

T

,u

' N ‘-':-v'h. t‘.v_

7 - ™ owe oA e
(oEals ) g Iy VEUTLL

com

V f

b;gngd a.ud acknowlﬂdged b:r the testator in our prasence md at-

,,‘...2 ,.,',..-v h -‘ ‘- L -1 ,,.'. - ;‘_‘. 4B "'¢'.

: Witnessas: '.T‘.'. "’B Wright.- seal. - o ,‘

William V Lovinp: and Heetor V Loving . '-:_'

oy,

Stata ef Kmtucky, _
Warren County. 80T,

Ag C.. W}?i ght, Seal,

. LTI P L I
Y " ﬂ,'} rt "‘.',-'u “ow oorm T oo ‘._'_o_,v__--_/ L '
Tt avn * : . O - ] B TR S
= . Y N ". . : BT DAY ; ,‘ L ;
£ - . i I P
: AL E L. O
B v A . .
R S wo it g et e e s Temr T ey W Y
. g "’ CE T P -8 u’.'-"t"ww-{x,‘.v
-1 i 8 . , .

Nov. Call Tgrm.  1873.

"This last will and testament of Robert W Ogdan dsed was

pmduced in ope:n court and prmrm by the oaths of Drs.- ‘l‘. B. Wright

':_"“ ‘\:"c“ e "':-‘v P

and A. G* ﬁright, whereupén t.he chrt heing satisrfed the same was‘f':

ordered to ba recorded which 1s accordingly done.

Recorded in Will Book 4, Pag

¥arren County Court,

o 142,

JI Bp Clﬁl:k’ c W C.C

in the office of the Clérk of the
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PROM BOWELING GREEN TO FVANSVILLE, .

Pressaxe £ Porvese, President of [hetier's [.‘;\hk.—f‘lv--r}' TOWE OF Cotmiginily
Bns i its eesidents gne wan on whos i esnereial mportanes of e Lo or comn-
munity =vems to Ninge, e s who e in all public snterprices awl his s s
mespcinbed with all sobemes that e for theie obdoot e advaneceat i e pratelee weal
Baesclisee Crreen lins pany puteiotie sml ppterpeising citises of whiel e people ave justly
protecl, aned ae the bead o thiz ooed o b aduieed o gontlennn staals o ubioe of
thes ehetel, Pleasant B0 Pottor, e fommder aid Sewd of Pl Soaoesial Susticnton bearing his
game,  Mr, Potter sas born ine Warren conuty, in 1320, gnd has boea aetively engirod
in basives= 1 Howlinge
tipeenn tor over hall g
centiey, e, tn'bg;;ttl-u'r
with M. Vivian, opened
the Lok over which e -
theadny peesides, e 18060 ' ‘

This b= thee olidest ol
strongesl financis] fusti-
tation i the eity, sl
Mr, Potter’s cepitution
e o enmEervativie banker
15 known all eover the
state. The business of
e bk to-day is eon-
ducted by James  FBeas-
pies,  Hlaoebwrr 15wl
\1‘5;1. -], 'P'o_ll!N'. all of
whiog are <ons of Ploss-
ant Jo Potter.and e all
able, fisr seving encrgotie
tistmveas men.. This -
il pl Potters s the
largest heldies of peal
estite in the connty, and

VALY fisst ol ehair vast

possessions= i liahle for L -

the obligations of  the PLEASANT 7 FOTTNH. PRESIDEST OF POTTER S HANK

bk, [t is an instion-

tion of sndividual responsibility, and all of the wealih ot the tomily forme the capital on
which they do business.  Pleasant . Potter b= well boown to the peaple of the Green
River valley, and &= honored and estecmed B all who enjoy his aogoaigance. Il las
servad the peaple of Warren eomnty in an official eapacity on =everal secasions, wul it van
be suiil of him that %o traisacted the polilic hisiness wich the same eare that e Sias ever
devored to his own affnirs,  He bas Been o all vimes pedy aml willing 1o give ol his sz
ti worthy charvity, and has ever beon a sapporier ol edueationsl institutions. S0 peomineut
hias e heen in this fatter work that the Potter College was named in his bowor.  Ta this
work it is not the intention of the publishers windulge in folsome peaize, hat our work
would b poarly doge, indesd, did we vor give 1o onr repders gt some Tength the pesalis of




a5 THE OQREFR RIVER COUNTRY

Ploa=snt 1, Potter's long nd asoful lite,  He bas boen smoeessful beenase bis indomitabiv
wall ml perseviryime wonld be saeisfiod with oothive short of success, gaod pow whien e
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THE RUINS OF A CONFEDERATE FORT ON THE
CAMPUS OF WESTERN XENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE

oy
Arndt M. Stickles

The casual reader of Kentucky history today would naturally
inquire why a Confederate fort was ever begun in American Civil
War time and partially completed as far north as Bowling Green,
Kentucky., Vuen he takes a glance at our Census of 1860, however,
and finds that there were almost 225,000 slaves in the state then,
distributed so that each county had some and also that there were
more slave holders here than in any other state in the Union
except Virginia, he then realizes why slavery and slave exten-
sion, coupled with the o0ld question of State Rights, bhad been
c¢ausing so much controvérsy in recent debates and elections in
Kentucky and elsewhere,

In the state election of 1859, Kentucky chose for governor
Beriah Magoffin, a man who might have been an average executive
in normal times, buf who proved now to be weak and vacillating
in the impending crisis the state faced when the Union was breaking
nd soon eleven states had seceded. Magoffin soon found his
Southern sympathy blocked by pro-Unmion legislatures, and was
virtually forced to resign. In the woting for President in 1860,
Kentucky gave.a new parfy, the Constitutional Unmion , its electoral
vote; but only three other states did. It is very interesting
that Lincoln received but 1,360 votes in that™election. The business
interests, which meant many of the large'slave holders, tried
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earnestly to preserve neutrality between North and South, but so
intense was the feeling in the state that neutrality proved a
miserable failure. By the mid-year of 1861, invasion by both
sides was imminent, and it was ominous that Kentucky would be a
battle-ground,

General Albert Sydney Johnston, a native of Mason County,
Kentucky, and a West Point graduate, was in September, 1861,
appointed by the Confederate goverament as regional ¢ ommander of
Tennessee, Kentucky, and other southwest territory of the Con=-
federacy. Johnston soon issued from Nashville an order to Brig,.
Gen, Simon Bolivar Buckner to occupy Bowiing Green on September
18, 1861,

Bowling Green, in 1861, was a small country t own of about 2500
inhabitants. Although 65 miles north of Nashville, it was considered
as an outpost of that city and needed to be well fortified.
General Johnston made Bowling Green his headquarters and took
charge of the ttroops here., The Confederate command rightly felt
that its greatest danger at Bowling Green lay from the Union army
stationed on Green River north of Munfordville. To be safe from
capture, Johnston, soon after Buckner's arrival, began the fort
on what is today called College Heights.

Other protective outposts for the defense of Nashville were
two forts in extreme northwest Tennessee to guard the interior
of the state and the rail connection with Memphis. On the banks
of the Tennessee River was built Fort Henry; the other fort was
Donelson on the Cumberland River. These forts were about 12 miles
apart, It was Brig. Gen. U.S. Grant, a West Point graduate who

Y3
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had left his position in the Union army under a cloud, who was

the first to see the value of these forts if captured by the Union
army. He was intrusted with a small army of probably 15,0001
infantry, and was assisted by Flag Officer A.H. Poote with seven
sﬁall mortai boats and ironclads, General Grant ordered an attack
on Ft. Henry, February 6, 1862, and Foote's gunboats captured it
before Grant arrived with the infantry. Nearly all the garrison
.in Ft. Henry had escaped to Ft., Donelson, General Johnston

ordered General Buckner at Bowling Green to go with a small army

of infantry to help reinforce Ft. Donelson; he arrived there
Bebruary 1ll. In command of the Confederate troops at Donelson
were Gen, John B. Floyd and General Gideon J. Pillow., After a

few days of fighting Generals Pillow and Floyd deserted their
armies, and the command fell to General Buckner, who surrendered
the fort to General Grant on PRebruary 16, 1862. The loss to the
South of the forts was a very serious blow; in reality, it put all
of Tennessee into Union hands for a time. Soon after the fall of
PFt. Henry, the Confederates began to evacuiite Bowling Green. When
it had become evident that Ft. Donelson also would soon fall,

large quantities of war materiel were burned, and the bridge across
Barren River was destroyed before the officersand remaining troops,
still in Bowling Green, fled to Nashville when General O.M, Mitchell
of the Union army from Munfordville, began shelling the city. This
meant Union army control of the c¢ity as well as the unfinished

fort here--in fact, Union control for all this area of Kentucky,

) lIt should be stated that the actual number of men is still
disputed.
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In 1906, the Kentucky Legislature enacted a law creating two
State Normal Schools, one for the eastern part of the state, the
other for the western section. The law also provided Tor the
appointment of a commission to locate the schools. For Western
Kentucky, Bowling Green was selected, and a Board of Regents chose
Henry Hardin Cherry as the first president for the Western Kentucky
State Normal School. The new Normal School received from the city
of Bowling Green the building on College Street which after a
few years was sold to the Bowling Green Business University.

The building, which is still standing, was recently partially
burned. The young State Normal school grew rapidly and soon
needed a new site where it could expand.,

In its unfinished condition, the fort and all the remainder
of the Hill, after a long period of neglect, became the property
of Prof. B. F., Cgbell, who had organized a stock company to found
a college for young women. Professor Cabell landscaped only a
small fringe of the Hill along PFifteenth Street. On this small
area was built a stone house for his own home; also, he erected
a large three-story brick building which served as a dormitory
and provided classrooms for the college he founded. The new school
was walled Potter College, and it was ready for student enrollment
in the fall of 1889,

Except for the immediate surroundings of the buildings above
mentioned, the remainder of the Hill was allowed to continue its
inglorious neglect. “The numerous dead cedars, bushes of all sorts
intermingled with greenbriers,and the remains of an abandoned
limestone quarry, all were evidence of travesty and of being a

first-class nuisance to Bowling Green's future progress.
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The Board of Regents for Western State Normal School wanted
a new location site, Professor Cabell offered to sell the board
Potter College, his home, and the wiole Hill owned by him and
his company. 1In spite of all its miserable appearance, the Board
of Regents of Western State Normal School accepted Professor
Cabell's offer in 1908. Wnenever Pres., H. H. Cherry was in charge
of affairs, there was action. In a few years there was almost a
miraculous transformation in the physical appearance of the Hill,
as the squalor of yester-year gaveway to mew beauty and grandeur.
In 1922, the Legislature of Xentucky enacted a law that changed
the two State Normal Schools to Kentucky State Teachers Colleges,
and they were authorized to grant degrees at the completion of
courses offered.

One day when Mr. Cherry discussed a new library with me, he
mentioned that the Cgbell home would be removed and all the area
about and around the old Confederate fori would be destroyed.

I was greatly dismayed at his plans and told him so. It was at
this juncture that I personally began to have a part in this
narrative of my efforts to save the priceless ruin of the old
Confederate fort of Civil War days. I shall ask the indulgence
and pardon of this group for a frequent use of the pronoun I.

It is well known that President Cherry was very much an idealist
concerning most matters; however, on this matter of choosing a
site for a new library,che saw but little good in an old stone
wall that at the time when he needed space was blocking his pian.
1 was greatly discouraged but at once began with all the per=
suasion I could command begging him not to tear down the old

stone fort walls.
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My argument in brief was that while all Kentucky Colleges
had buildings for libraries, there was not another one in our
state that had the ruins of a real Confederate fort in the
heart of its campus. I tried to convince President Cherry that
in other Border States and in all of the South, there would
probably be but few colleges having the ruins of a Confederate
fort in their midst; also, if some did have such a ruin, they
would be justly proud of it as an asset, and most certainly
would never destroy it.

One day after listening to my arguments until I am sure
they had become beresome to him, Mr., Cherry told me he had
advised with Mr, Henry Wright, who had charge of landscaping
the campus of Western Teachers College and who was always
consulted when a building site was being considered. He told
me they had reached a different decision concerning the new
library site and the removal of the fort walls. He said t hey
decided to save the westerly part of the old fort wall which
would be its entire breadth, with a bit of each corner's pro-
Jection as you see it today. This was but a partial victory
for me, but I was convinced it might be a fair compromise and
all the concession we would get. Not only was the width of the
fort wall saved, but with it many of the drill markings showing
where explosives had been placed, and the resultant cavities
which furnish mute but authentic evidence of how and where the
men who wore the Gray laboriously got the rocks that formed
the wall. Each rock in the old wall blasted out of solid
limestone spells history, and its echoes bear silent testimony
to the woedt Civil War in modern History, a fratricidal struggle

that should never have occurred. Library Speclal Collections
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The present Library, which was built in 1926-28, was put
farther down the slope of the old fort territory toward PFifteenth
street. Much of the ground excavated for the library foundation
was used to level tthe fort area now partly occupied by a water
tank and a central electric light tower. The elevation Seen
today on the eastern side of this area served as a sort of stage
several years for out-door theatrical plays during the summere-
school sessions.,

In early 1930, President Cherry asked me to get for him
a brief, authentic statement of Confederate occupation of
Bowling Green.and the building &f the fort ruin we see today,

I was glad to comply with his request and began to gather the
facts from the official war records. Mfter several weeks I
submitted thedata you find inscribed now on the plaque, and

he liked it. He then asked me to find some company which
manufactured plaques, submit my data, and find what would be

the total cost, I found a company in Virginia, and after some
delay, I was given the price of a metal plague with our in-
scription on it in good-sized raised letters. President Cherry
accepted t he Virginia company's proposition, and after a lapse of
several months, the finished plaque came to us+ here in November, 1931,
Mr. Rhea Price, a friend of the coliege, donated the fine lime-
stone siab from his quarry upon which the plaque was mounted,

Referring again to the inscription on the plaque, lat Mz,
Cherry's request we had included the Kentucky State Seal at
its top; also, we agreed that what was left of the old fort
wall, should have a name, Since General Johnston had charge

of the building of the fort, although never finished, we thought
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it could appropriately be called Fort Albert Sydney Johnston.
I should relate here that I saw the marker when it was ready for
permanent placement, but I was not asked where I thought it
should be placed. Presumably, Mr, Cherry advised with Mr, Wright
on the matter. The next time I saw the marker it was on its
pPresent site.

When one day Mr, Cherry asked me how I liked the placement
of the marker, I told him frankly I did not like it at that
place at all; moreover, I told him it loéked as if it had been
dumped on the elevation of the fort area described above, giving
the appearance of castaway junk,. I remember.telling him that
at the slant the marker was given, the inscription on it would
be battered by all the prevailing western and s outh-western rains,
which would soon spoil all the paint used on it, and after a time,
would wear down and ruin the letterin g. He agreed that my views
were correct, and, in all sincerity, hu assured me the present
location and setting of the marker was but temporary; also, he
said he would give it an attractive setting off the corner of
the north wall of the fort area, set it erect so the inscription
would face eastward, and make a path to it from the sidewalk
leading to Van Meter Hali. I agreed to all of his proposals.,
Time went on, and I reminded him a few times that the plague
was getting no attention. He always assured me most pleasantly he
would get around to ther e-setting of the marker as he had
told me. I shall never call it neglect, but the pressure of

other business and cruel Pate decreed otherwise.
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WESTERN OBTAINS RUSSELLVILLE ROAD PROPERTY

Five plots of ground at Russellville Road and 16th Street were
deeded to the Commonweslth of Kentucky todey for use by Western State
Collego.

The lernd and improvements were purchased for $52,305.

The college hus immediate plams for comstructing & new women's
residence hall on part of the land.

Two plots lie morth of 16th. Street. The other three plots adjoin
the present baseball field, football practice field and tennis courts.

Deeding the parcels were Ida Belle Johnson, Will Taylor, Harry Tayl or,
Ellen Taylor Alexﬁnder and Lirnie Cox.

Bostern's Board of Regents on July 22 ordered condemmation proceed-

ings to obtain the lande The plots contain residences &t present.
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HEARING SET ON WESTERN'S DEVELOPMENT PLANS

A hearing on Western State College's development plan will be held
by the Planning and Zoning Commission in the county courtroom of the
Warrer County Courthouse at 11 a.m. Saturday, Feb, 15.

The public hearing has beon called in interest of the Urban Renewsl
Commission, whose executive dirsctor, Charles Cherches said it will concerr
the entire Western campus as presently situated and the Jonesville Urban
Renewal development area which the college hopes to acguite.

The hearing will be to determine if the development plans for the

campus and the urban renewal project area conform to the master development
plan of the city.

Final approval of the Jonesville project plans, row under review by
federal officials, is expected within the next two monthw,



Federal funds totaling nearly
%2 million have been earmarked
for urban renewal projects in
Bowling Green. according to an
annoimcement yesterday by U.S.
Rep. Williasm H. Natcher.
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Natcher, in telegrams to the
Daily News and Mayor R. D.
Graham, said the Urban Renewal
Administration of the Housing
and Home Finance Agency had
announced advances of. $50,245 to
;prepare the Northside General
" Neighborhood Renewal Plan. and
‘2 $45.000 advance for survey and
.planning activifies for “Jomes-
_ville.”

. In addition to the planning ad-
vances. the sum of $°.229.919 has
been reserved in anticipation of
the first of a series of projects

in the Northside area. and $630.-
140 has been reserved for the
“Jonesville” project. according
{0 the congressman.

The federal funds will be used
to fimance a general survey of
the two areas involved in wrban

renewal. a 35.96-acre tract West

of Russellville Road known as
Jonesviile, and a 274.81-acre {ract
identified as the Northside Gen-
. eral Neighborhood Project.

This inmitial survey and plan-
ning phase is expected to require
from nine months to a vear, Af-
ter this phase is completed, it
is expected that funds will be
made available for the Jonesville
project.

The survey werk will be done
by the firm of Seruggs and Ham-
mond, planning consultants of
Peoria, M., and Lexington. The
firm was selected from a list of
15 applicants for the contract.

A preliminary survey has i:n-l
dicated approximately  $868.71%
will be necessary for the Russel-:
ville Road project. In the area
are 66 structures. all of which
are to be removed. the land
cleared. and other improvements
installed. ]
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Present plans call for the land
to be used by Western State Col-
lege for fuiure expansion.

The survey shows approximate-
Iy 71 per cent of the structures
are deficient. Some 60 families
will be relocated in other areas
of the ¢ity by the Urban Renewal
Commission. They will be given

" their choice of several homes in
different areas of the city.

The displaced families in many

“RENTAL PROPERTY" such as this in Bowl-
ing Green’s Northside General Neighborhood
R_enewal Project will be eliminated when the
city’s urban renewal plans are carried out. Rep.

Confinued on page « ¢oclumn ¥

» {Daiiy News Fhots)
William H. Natcher yesterday announced nearly
52 million in federal funds has been earmarked
for the project in Bowling Green,




, Funds Set For Renewal Projects

i
caves may be able to take advan-,
tage of certain loans available:
from the federal Zovernment:
which will enable them lo re-;
locate in other mewiy developedi
urban penewal areas. ¢

Preliminary piaoning for thei
Jonesville profeci Indicates cost)
to the city will be neglizable due}
to the large amount of “'non-cashi
credil” for improveraents in the

area.
| tnder the Federal Housing Act,
the federal government provides
75 per cent of the funds for the
project — the city or local gov-
ernment provides the remaining
one-fourth.

The act fakes into considera-
itien any improvemsenis in the
area, however, aifowing the Jocal
government “‘nen-cash credit” for
the installations. X
i Credit is expecfed for improve-
'ments in the area by Western
Stale College, land acquisition,
clearance, other improve-;
ments.

. One of the improvements ex-

pected to considerably reduce the
cost of both projects to the city,
is the construction of an interlor|
traffic loop area through the cen-
Eral portion of the city and pass-i
ing throvgh both urban remewal:
areas,
L I IS ]

The “loop” would wutilize U.S.'
31.W By-Pass in the east of thei
cily, another By.Pass would bei
constructed southwest of Western
State Coliege to connect £.5. 31-W
By-Pass with an extension of

Adams Street near the intersec-ly..nood project

Hon of U.S. 23t By-Pass and U3,

The Adams Sireet extenslon,
connecting with the present Ad-
ams Street and Kentucky Street,
would previde a comptetion of
the “Joop” area which would con-
neet on the north with First
Streef. Adam;\and Kentucky
streels would " become one-way
streeis, providing a high capa-
city traffic route. .

the area, and street improve-
mens. R

The area contains 731 buildings.i
+3.5 per cent af which are sub-
standard. There are presemtly 415
family units in the ractally mixed:
residential area.

1L is espected that many of the
famities dlsplaced in both urban
renewal projects eventually will
be redocated in mew projects in
this area of l;he‘cit"y.

Expected to be the First area
in the Northside General Neigh-
tn be totaily
cleared will be Main Street be-.
tween Center Street and the LIN.
Railroad. Present plans call for
clearance of all buildings with
the excepiion of the federall
building,

The area is to be developed in-
to a*revitalized commercial area.
Evidences of interest have aiready
been shown by several privale
developers. . ;

Spearheading activities for thef

While the Jonesville project is
in the process of being eleared,

urban zepewal projecis will bej
ithe Bowling Green Urban Renew-!

~a further study of the Northside's] Comunission headed by XNor-
Genera!  Neighborhood Project:man Lewis, E. T. Buford s vice
will be made. The 25 acres are chairman, and other members
expected to be divided inlo ap-.are R. D, Willock. Mrs. A L.
prqmaigiy five smaller projects' Bartelt. and Lester Reeves.
which will be surveyed aondl

brought into the overall urban/

-'renewaj plan over a peried of wl

fvears. .

| Total cost of the-e projects is:

expected (o he in the neighbors)

Ihood of §7.700,000. Again, o+

cash credit will be allowed for!

i/
A

BOWLING GREEN'S LOOP DISTRICT is evtlined on this City-
County Planning and Zonlng Commission map. Also shown ars
the two urban renewal grefects being planned for the eify. In the
lower part of the map is the Jonesville area project invelving a
M.acre ‘ract, whils the usper portlen of the map shows the
Morthside General Neighborhood Renewat Projest with approxis
mafely 275 acres, Connecling the two projects and providing a
. - - ST e e I
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Kigh capacity traffic rovte ds the “loop™ area, camposed of U.5.
31.W By-Pass, & new by-pass to be constructed southwest of West.
trm State Collega connecling with an extension of Adams Street
near the intersection of U.S. 231 By.Pass and U.S, 63, Adams and
Kentucky streets wovld become one-way, cennecling on the north
with First Straeh,
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 Dlication may be advanced in the'ley Lashi

THE PARY CITY DAILY NEWS, Bowling Green, Ry. 23
SUNDAY, JULY 21, 1963

BOWLING GREEN’S delegation to Atlanta on behalf of the Park-
er-Bennett urban renewal project poses before the CHy.County
Chamber of Commerce exhibit set up in the Atlanta reservation
office of Eastern Air Lines. From left are Councilman Harald
Price, head of the Planning and Zoning Committee, Mrs. Shiriey
Lashley McPeek, 2 former city resident working for Eastern in
Atlanta, Council President Ray B. Buckberry, Jack Eversole,

Parker-Benneit Renewal Plans

Chances Of Early Okay
For Project Improved

The city's chances of zetting routine processing schodule by the
approval of the Parker-Bennett Urban Renewal administration,
Urpan Renewal Proicet by the  Some revigions of ibe drafte
TUrban Renewal Administration n studied at the conference Friday
time 1o take full advaniage of fed. . were suggested by the Atlanta au-
eral Zrants based on Improve-|thorities. .
ments in the area appeared ir=' Farmal presentation of  the:
prove_d followmg a wisit of WiParker.Bennett project plans this|
Bowling Green citizens to Atlanta|week for approval by the Urban:

e e iRenewal Administration’s regiod-!
. * . ‘al office will initiate the process-
The project application is being ing program. .
pressed with urzency in hepes of! '
gZaivmg some §720.000 in federal
;_:ra?tfs through the dcommunity's
qualification of eredit for the : ; PR .
Parker.Bennet, Sehool impmve_Lceechn;.f on routine schedule,

> ™ During the visit te Atlanta Fri-
ment. Deadline for the qualifica-’ ; 4
tion 35 Nov. 2 day the delegation headed byv:

s Sov. . Mayor R. D. Graham, inspected:
Officials hope to complete in industrial prometion efforts being
nine n]onhhs a process whieh carried out by the Bowling Green-
Dormally requires twp vears. Warren County Chamber of Com-.
Assurance was ziven the local merce in connection with Eastern
froup by the 11 or more federal|Air Lines. i
officials headed by E. Bruce| Visitors were hosted by Eastern'
Wedge, urban renewal regional| personnel including Henry Me-|
directer, that the city’s efforts to:Comnell, sales administrator: Hall
beat the deadline would be giveniRitchie, superviser; J. B. Dalton|
consideration. The commitmertland Bard Chestaey, reservations
indicates study of the project ap—!section manmand Mrs. Shir-
ey sMcPeek, . teleshone

_ The delegation was told process-
ing of the Jomesville Urban Re-
newal project application is pro-

I —— T T A S ————

S,

chairman of Plaaning and Zoning Commissi

A

4 b X
on, Duncan L. Hines,

president of Board of Aldermen, J. B, Dalon of Eastern, Mayor
R. O, Graham, Norman V. Lewis, Urban Renewal Commission
chairman, Harold Huffman, executive vice prosidest of City-
County Chamber of Commerce; E. T. Buford, Urban Renewal
Commission vice chairman and Bard Chestey ang Hal Ri*chie of

Eastern Air Lines.

salex agent, formerly of this city
% - -

An inspection tour of Eastern’s
downtown Atlanta otfices and othe
er faciiities and a luncheen at the
Atlantz Biltmore Hotel were in-
cluded in the air lnes program
for the local delezation.

Composing the delegation in ad-
dition to Mavor Grahaom were
Notman Lewis, ¢hairman: E. T.
Biford, vice chaimman: Charles
Cherches. executive director, and
Frank Newman, reuse approiser.

representing the Urhan Renewal!!
Commission: Ray B. Buckherry.!
Duncan L. Fines and Harold!
Price. members of Ganeral Coun-;
cii; Jack Eversole, Planning and!
Zoning Commission chairman. and
Harold H. Huffman, Chamber of,
Commerce executive vice presi-
dext,

RADIO BATTEZRIES
AllL MAKES, MODELS
CHES JOHNSON
PHOTO CENTER
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. JONESVILLE URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT boundary lines are shown on this
map. The shaded areas are scheduled to be acquired through the program by
Woestern State College. Dotted lines show proposed extension of Adams Street

{Right-Of-Way For Adams Sireet Reserved

PROJECT BOUNDARY LINE -
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{Editor's Note: This is the
fourth in a series of arficles pro-
viding details of the urban renew-
al program fer Bowling Green.
Teday's article deals with the
Jonesville Urban Rentwal Proj-
je<t, approval of which is expected
in the near futyre frem Housing
and Home Finznce Agency of-
\ficials in Atlanta. Information for
olthe series is provided by mem-
. tbers and staff of the Bowling

Y;Green Urban Renewal Commis.

3 isien,)

The Jouesville Urban Renewal
Project adjacent ‘o Western State
College coatains a 4.7 acres be-
‘jtween Russeilville Road and the

Louvisville and Nashville Rail-
road.

s

T

Al shructyres in the area will
be cleared except an Electric
Plant Board substation.

Three major factors determined
the selection of the Russellville
foad site for urban renewal. The
‘tadvantage to the ¢ity of non-cash
©Jeredits provided by land purchas-

will be surveyed and sufficient
right of way reserved for future
highway construction,

Cost of the project is placed at
$1.094,874,

vide possible credits of $232,000

project.

* o® ow

The city's participation would

ineluded in the cost credits. How-

Boys Club Notes

“This weekend, Friday, Saturday!
and Sunday, our top Junior Lead-i
ers went to Cincinnati They are|
expecting to get a lot of Boys!
Club trainmg from the Boys Club
Junior Leaders Institute.

The name of the site is Camp
Lake Allyn. Boys sponsored for
the trip are David Eakles and|
Bruce Jones, who will be gradu-:
ated from the institute this year.:
and Grover Hubbard, Fulie Care|

es and improvements adjacent to
the site by Western State College
was a prime factor,

- The site also contained some
Blighted areas and it is involved|
in an overall ¢ity traffic plan call-|
ling for extension of Adams Street
along its north,/boundary parallel
to the rafiroad/to complete a pro-
posed freeway/fram U. S, 231 and
. 8, 68 to U. §. 31.W vorth,

The planned reuse of the area

by Western for future
college expansion, No other uses
lare planned for the area. The pro-

calls for the entire section to belln

ter and James Spears.

On Monday the top boys went
to Mr. Decker’s farre for the most
miserable days outing they have!
ever experienced. It rained all
the time we were out there. Eere
are the boys that made the jour-
ney:

Raymond Burch, Carl Ezkles,
Monty Eakles, Jeff Hieffer, Da-
mond Spears, David Colemon, Eu-
in Carter, Grover Hubbard,
Roger Jones, Alford Porter, Joe
Colemon, Wayne Whitlow, James
Spears. David Eakles, Danny

" iposed Adams Sireet extension

West, Estll Hymer. Harvey

West, Mickey Brarcher. David
Whitlow, and Martin Coleman.

The main game was wop by
Eulin Carter. It was cailed Pig.

In our townaments for the
suamer quite a few boys czme
into the winner's cirele. Here
are the tether ball champiens for
Summer. In the Midgets it was
Steve Causey. In the Juniors. Es-
{il Hymer was thbe champ, For
the Intermediates, L. €. Cosby
held down the championship post.
James Spears was the Senior
champion.

L

For horseshoes it was Midgets
— Steve Causey, Juniors — Ray-
mond Green. Intermediates - Joe
Causey, and Seniors — Stanley
England.

The big winners will be heref

next week,

Qur Boys’ Club Board meets
with the United Givers Fund Moo-
day night. We hope ail of out
members will be present for this
great affajr.

Boys® Club is an agency of the
United Givers Fund.

WESTERN

=
® KENTUCICY
STATE COLLESE

which would more than meet the:ever, if the street is constructed
city’s onedomrth cost of theduring the life of the Jonesville
urban renewal project, the money

lexpended by the State Depatt-
.ment of Highways would provide

ect, reducing that cost by what-
ever expenditure cap be allecat-
ed as a non-cash credit

Credits on a proportionate cost
basis listed for the Jonesville area
include street lights, 36.000; pro-
posed sewer construction, $%4.-
000; storm drainage, $2,100: high-
way drainage. $5.000: electrie sub-
station, $3.500: Western's land
purchased and demolition of build-
ings $171,000 and Western heating
pilant improvernests $71.000,

The Jonesville project and the
Parker - Bennett School project
combined will invelve expendi-
tures totaling $4.58L641 and a di-
rect cost to the city of $123.000,
the city’s porticn of the Parker-
Bennett project alove.

All families and businesses in
the Jonesville project area will
be moved at the expense of the
iUrban Renewal Commission. All
families who desire and qualify
will be given priority to move into
runicipal housing, pians for
\which are in progress witk the
|Ragland Lane site plan scheduled
jor final approval in the next two
weeks,

All owners and tenants in or-
ban renewal project areas will
qualify for special government
guaranteed loans at low interest
rates up to 40 years to repay with
only a $200 closing cost. These

fo coanect U. 5. 231 and U. 5. 68 {Russeliville Road) with U. 5. 31-W north, Recent
land acquisitions by Western State College in the area and wmprovements o it
adjacent campus contributed to selection of the site for urban renowal

Western College To Utilize Most Of

Land In Jonesville Urban Renewal Area
|

The plan as submitted would |be solelv from the planned sewer:a credit wo be carried over for
require no cash outlay by the city. | constructron. storm drainage and application to the $123.000 cost of
Land purchases by the college|water system expansion. The fu-/the Parker Bemment School Proj-
and site improvements will pro-lture Adams Street extension is not

loans are made up 1o a madmum
of $10,500,

According to original tme esti-
mates, the Jozseville project is
running slightly behind schedule.
Plans called for land acquistion
to get underway Aug, 1 of this
vear and to be completed by Feb.
1, 1965: for relocation of fami-
lies and busicesses to start Oct.
1. 1963 and to be completed by
jApril 1, 1965 site clearance io
start Dec, 1. 1963 and to be come
pleted June 1, 1965: site improve-
meat to start Sept. I, 1964 and o
be completed Jan. 1, 1965, and
resale to property to be accom-
plished between Ne. 1. 1965, and
Jan. 31, 1966

As soon as approval is received
from the Housing and Home Fi-
nance  Agency, the Junesville
Urban Repewal Project plans will
be submitted to Gezeral Council
for final okay te put the project
i operation.

i
i
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PARKER-BENNETT SCHOOL URBAN RE.
NEWAL PROJECT model illustrates street lay-
out and overall desian for the area bounded by
dotted line. Heavy line traversing project in
the foreground represents border of trees to
screen residential sections from indusirial and
commercial areas. identified in the model pre-
pared by Scruggs and Hammond, lLexington,
engineering consultants for the Urban Renewal

W
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{Daily News Phote) _
Commission are 1, Gordon Avenue; 2, &th
Street; 3, Clay Street; 4, Riverview Drive; 5,
Northern Heights Subdivision; §, Mwunicipal
Housing Proiect; 7, Duifey-McGriff Sausage
Ce., Inc.; 8, Parker-Bennett School; 9, Bowling
Green Livestock Market, Inc., 10, True Temper
Corp. The model will be displayed again this
week at the Citizens National Bank.
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The correct signatures of mmm

;. Hons appn.rh:q in Mis columnt must De
In all instances. Leflers must be

" priet, not exceeding 30 words, and must
: mvold defarnatory or shusive giatements.
The Daily News reserves the right to coo-

Sense any communication considerwd too

“jepgthy and fo iimit the nomber of lethers
‘op any ona subjsct. Publication.does net
of The Park City Dth:
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Editor, Daily News:

- 1 think it is most ridiculous that
a local store is already- display-
ing decorated Christmas frees!

What has happened fto Hallo-
ween as a special day to chiidren,
and Thanksgiving as a special day
§or all Americans?

‘It's a shame that stores can’t
wait until right after Thanksgiv-
mg for such displays. I'm suré
fe public would spend just as
much money, if that's what

bothering them i -
& Mrs, -James Tarkinston—
1800 E. 1oth St

-Editor, Daily News:

- Last week a meeting of the Ur-
‘ban  Renewal Committee was
beld at the McNeill Schocl In

‘o The Editor

this meeting several men spoke
in the interest of urban renewal
and tried to paint a picture of
the program’s help for Bowling
Green. even though they koow
that it is one of the worst pro-
grams ever suggested for our city.

They were tor the program be-
‘pause they are all getting or ex-
pecting to get some personal bene-
fit or other out of it. Several of
those speaking in favor of the
program zre on the payroll, some
~drawing-$7.000 a year and others
$2,000 a year. I, too, would sup-
port a program that was payiog
me that kind of money.

There were others who are not
drawing a salary, but who spoke
for the program because they are
expecting other benefits, One of
these told me some time ago what
he had been promised to heip get
the program over,

This program, if it is carried
out as the committee outlined it,
will put Bowling Green in one of
the worst corditions it hasg ever
been in, for we are going to fight

Continved on page 23, celumn 3 i
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Letters To

§ Continued from page 20

fifor our homes, and we will get
Ahelp in some ways that may not
$ibe healthy for the city.
Here is the program as they
fioutlined it:
3| 1. They made known theu- in-
tentions to buy our homes, wheth-
Jjer we wanted to sell or net, and
{istated publicly that they have no
Jiintentions of paying us ewvough to
fibuy or build without ncurring in-
{idebtedness. They said we could
Aiborrow the money- to. rebuild, or
rent - from them. -
i This doesn't even make horse
sense! I own my home right now,
Jiwithout debt, and they are going
fito buy it against my will, forcing
me 16 go-into debt to buy another.

2. They refused to offer any so-
lution to the fact that 14 widows
of the community would be put
Jiout of homes and cannot qualify
for a loan wken they are moved/
out. Nor can my church qualify!
for a loan to rebuild.

3. They admitted thev have no-
where for us to go. They have no
1 houses, no land, por any prospects
of finding any They simply said
Jithat an office would be set up to
| ihelp look for scme,

1 have helped people look for
ihormes in Bow ling Green for years
|dnd have not found them. The on-
iy way is for land to be acquired!
i and the homes built, and they bave|
no plans for this - only a pro-.
ject, and who wants to exchange)
his home for a project?

We cannot and will not accept

The Editor

and the Southern Christian Lead-
ers movement for aid. These or-i§
ganizatons have long wanted toif
come to Bowling Green. There §
are several things they. as well
as we, know need to be done here, |
but, for the sake of peace, we have f
kept them out. However, i you.lf
the citizens, fail to help us, there}
will be no one we can look to for g
help but these. ]
The second thing we can do is'f
go into Federal Court and sue'§
those responsible for taking away §
fram us our human rights. I have §
talked by long distance to an at-§
torney, and he is ready at our call §
to proceed ifto Federal Court. %
We de not want to do this. We}
love the peace and quiet and the§
working together of all as well as§
anyane, But we cannot stand by
and see our homes taken from us§
with ng satisfactory plans orf
prices estabiished.
If the city speaks up to the coun- §
jeil, we will keep quiet, If the city §
holds its peace, we must speaky
iup!
Rev. J. H. Tayler B
126 Washington St &

$isuch a plan.

J This program ecannot be carri-
dled out without the approval of the
JiCity Cowmceil, and we are agking

Tlternatives, and we will use either
one or both.
The first thing we can do is o

e

“eall in the NAACP, the CORE.|l



vote o the xmpomm sub)ect._.ia
may not change their vote, but it
will let them kmow what the re-
sults of their veting for the proj-
ect might bring to our city.
First thing it will mean is that
some of the people that wili be
displaced I "Jonesvile may be
the pext door neighbor % our
mayor, or to some of the mem-
‘bers of the council, or some oth-
er officials or persons in the city.
This will come about because Ur-
ban Renewal has not made a
place for s and we must go
somewhere, It is true they have
spoken of the Northside project
as a replacement place for the
Jonesville people, but there are
several reasons many of ns are
not moving into the Northside
project. The first reason is we
have chosen to live on this side
of town because we wanted to. If
\we had chosen to live on the north
'side, we wonld have already
moved over there.

The second reason we are not
going to the Northside project is
that we wil rot beip some one
make 3 negro ghetto out of the
northside. That is the idea be-
hind this whole move. Put all the
Negroes I ote section, and get
them out of the way. Urban Re-
pewal has been noted throughout
the country for making Negro:
ghettos.

The third reason we will net 3o
over there is there is o room o}
house the people of this sectxon

with the people of that section. |

The north side is already crowd-
‘od. How then cau 60 or T0 more|
families be ¢rowded into that sec.;
tion. It will tend only to make a
slum section instead of doing)
awzy with one, for the wayw slums|
are made is by crowding ‘nouae&
too close together,

You will vete for this., but you
mav be voring for the writer orj
some others to be vour neighbor,
You may say the Negro can't
huy in my neighborhood, but his
i& not true. There is not a meigh-
borhood in this city that some
homes have not been financed by
government loans, and that alone
will make your commumty easy
for any one o move in.

We are not against Urban Re-
newal. but we zre against it when
it is being done against the Negro
instead of in his favor. If Urban
Renewal wants to do the right
thing and wants this section, why!
not acquire some land  below)
Jonesville and just move us out a
Lttle farther? University Drive.;
and two other drives below Jones. |
ville on the Russelivilie Road hasj
encuch land for all our people.

We do not want to move into
anv other neighborhood. We are
satisfied right here where we are,
But i you insist on moving US,
'we may not be so easy to setfle,
and those who plan this program,
and those’ who vote it into being,

‘Jwill be responsible.

Rev. Jesse H. Taylor

120 Washington St.




" $425,000 School Bond lssue Sold

‘Urban Renewal Relocation Plan

Dee,

3,

196-3

For Jonesville Given Approval

‘General Council last night gave
final approval to the Jonesviile
Urban Renewal Relocatlon Plan,
the Jonesville Urban Renewsl
Projett agreement beiween the
¢ity and the local Urban Renew-
‘al: Commisslon and accepted
:bids on iwo revenue hond Issues
—one for $425,000 for school
"eonsiruction and the other for
$30,000 for building expansion at
the Wren E.mazﬁm Corp.,

L ]

The 20.year school bond {ssue
was purchased by First U, §,
Corp., Memphis, with interest
rat e s averaging 3.6103
per cenl.

and Almstedi Bros., Louisville,
3.8033 per cent.

Cherokee Securifies Co., and
W. L. Lyons and Co., purchased
the 25-year $30,000 industrial is-
sue for $29,550 with an inferest
rate of 5.25 per cent,

The couneil authorized Mayor
R. D, Graham to act for the
City School Board In signing an
agreement with the Rogers
Lumber Co., Auburn for con-
struction of an elementary
school on a site between the
Morgantwon Road and Dennis
Aventte on a bld of $317,000
pending a court decision souglt

Co., Louisville, 3.7149 per cent,

hid ealculation error is a wvalid
one and the company should he
alfowed the construclion con-
fract for $349,569, which would
sfH] be the low Dbid, will be filed
this week, Marshall Funk, at-
forney for the bhoard, said to-
day,
 * @

Kelly Thompson, president
Western State College, lold (I
council the college ‘“direly
needs” the Jenesville area 10§
college expansion purposes a
is ready lo acquire the property
it the land'is made available,
A hoard of regenis projection
sfudy for the college for the

ority hids hy educational instl-'
{utions for adjacent lands where
{here is a provemmeed, '

Non-cash credits for improve-
ments in the area and the col-
lege's purchase of the land will

oject,
riy in
§onla-
ives of the college antt'W, Tain
Weems, field representative’

feom the Urban Renéwal Ad-
ministration’s Atlania office,
were present for the council
session,

A leasepurchase contract
with Mr. and Mrs, C. R, Jenkins

‘Othéer blds were Cherokee/by the htmber company to de-|next 40 years indicates the in-[for 50 cx Cemetler
Securitles Co., Nashville, 3-{termine status of a $32,560 er-istiiution’s need for the acquisi- %ﬁﬂa Swnm%.@ panpsion om_
8482 per cent; Walter, Woodyiror in its hid. fion, he staled. Fairviey ; 1 a cost of
and Helmerdinger, Cincinnati,j An answer {o the Rogers| An Urban Renewal Adminis. .. o £
bﬂqme per cent; W, L, Lyons and/Company .nwnsszo: that theltration regulation provides pri-
. - o T N K ...d—rm:mem..
0 P o v LT d_..aeys. 2H2h tsns.. raa.m Dwo 3,
EEEEA LI LT IR L Ht GeEEciy §ESR4, RRsY m%mm&m
[ (33 [l B o
5 . ﬂoﬁ.m Lo, wge o o B S8 LBRPoRTHE E BHag.g, B0
. 2 989 pEBfn8Y G.uweEiap5S8 AEG.RTHEELT HdddL e
mm m—sp mﬁv 2328y SkERHEH 8 Hg°T Y% g BEggERo gt HOwd ¥l
LT LC R L sl (T R P e
5 gBEBEE, ¥ £Hue® TRuEENA FSH RURTESR, ugalUeBE 4 NHELTaEN
NELCEUIOEPER I WP MR TR A W P TP tiade
ummmmrpam.mvw*wpmm.mesmammmn.;.w.m. m”mmaemmmmv.m mmmm.mupmmmm.mm.M£nmmw
9 Hodow BRALD PORB IR RS AN 8 5% 9 23w Aaggc®gga
mL,oeddAb™ B =284 B AHESRLY pu U8nY hgLERS BUABS,E888
S Ret-F- g $Hopdd ugo o ug SPp wl HARE nHoSbEen o0 BT unBaL,
& @ oo mwm 2T eREE g ge8°sg ju gegH=mE.Ag %.cetA%d.eﬂm dadsenyg
iayutth & sywf= bedu"mts.nw A 8 uc 000 & of8Y & memm.om”mvsmw d
SdoB O ykd . vom. EE. oo™ .s.ms eae%hmﬁPM m e o, 5 <H P =8
O.OW T - =] Gaamoe v - B H =l x 3 b4 o SH w.om..mc hbocamPﬂ
EVEEE-PENE ISR T B 10 Prag PR ER R LR LR S




Counseling Firm

Skaggs and Hays, a Louis-
ville bond counseling firm, was
engaged by the Urban Renewal
Commission at its meeting at
/City Hall yesterday to assist
the commission in its financing!
program during the execution|
of the Jonmesville and Parker
Bennett School Urban Renewal
Projects.

Employment of the special-
ists follows government pro-
ceedure in programs the size
of the local projects.

Don Watts, site representa-
five of the Atlanta office of the
TUrban Renewal Administration,

o5 [ot
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$200, 000 For Land

By TOM DUNCAN
Cayrier-Joyrnal South Kentocky Bureay
| Bowling Green, Ky.—West-
| €TR Kentuc}.y State College
1 will buy the 33-acre Joneswlle
| urban-renewal area for $200.-
' GeQ.

}I And Western President Kel-
R
l

R

Thompson said yesterday
that the school will concentrate
all its athletic facilities in that
| area~—west of Russellvilie Road
land south of Western's new
| Academic-Athletic Building.

l Dr. Thompson told a special
‘rearing of the Planning and
Zoning Commission that West-
jern  will build a football
stadium in the area. It will
‘share a2 common parking lot
. with the A.-A. building.

! The Playing Fields

| He said tennis courts, base-
ball flelds, physical-education
areas. and the like will be
placed there.

Also, he said, student hous-
ing. a high school to be used in
teacher-training. and a rural-
community meeting house may
be built on the tract.

Dr. Thompson said all plans
are subject to availability of
funds and other factors.

He indicated no doubt in
Western's potential for growth.

“Qur enrollment at Western
will be in direct ratio to the
numher which we can accom-
modate,” he said. “I don’t
know how fast we will be able
to build buildings.”

10,000 By 1970

Dean Dero Downing said
Western's enrollment last fall
was 5,917. He said it expects
it to rise above 10,000 by 1870.

Dr. J. T. Gilbert a mem-
ber of the Board of Regents,
sald there is a possibility
Western may become 2 uni-
versity—"“and that definitely
would take a lot of room.”

They spoke at a hearing to
determine whether Westera's
plans for development fit into
the City’s master plan.

The commission will make
a recommendation later to the
City Council, which will relay
its view to urban-renewal of-
ficials in Atlanta.

College Has Priority

Law zives the college prior-
ity on purchasing the renewal
area just across the Russell-
ville Road from the southern
section of Western’s campus.

M. M. Blewett, who has busi-
ness interests in the renewal
area, said Western “Has been

Western To Expand
In 33-Acre Tract

54 yvears in reaching an enroil-
ment of 6000....1 think
they're just a little bit pre-
mature in reaching out and
grabbing Jonesviile,”

Blewett said renewal should
work both ways—-that Western
has trailers “and some thrown-
away buildings from World
War II” on its side of Russell-
ville Road.

No ‘Doggone’ Better

“Their side of the xoad
doesn't look a doggone bit bet-
ter than the other side of the
road,” he said.

Dr. Thompson said Western
pians to clear that section.—
alonz with the present voca-
tional-training school-—to make
way for a major classroom
building eventually.

But he said he could not
pinpoint plans or locations be-
cause of a number of factors.
For instance. ne would not
say whether the student hous-
ing planeed in the Jonesville
area would be dormitorv-type
or not,

He did say that Western
wants the present Russellville
Road to be made a dead-end
street inside the campus when
through traffic can be re-
routed.
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by Kelly Thompson, Western’s

|Ptapning and Zening Commis.
I|slon yesterday moraing at the

Hin plans for the afhlellc facifi-

{sidence halis, Thompson said.

Plans for the Jonesville Ur-
han Renewal Project area would
include athletic facilities, a
classroom building, student
bhousing and an agricultural
community center, If Western
Stgte College‘acquires the land,
* ¥

Details of tha college’s devel.
opment program were outlined

presiden!, at a hearing con-
ducted by a commitlee of the

Courthouse,

A football field is included
ties aond the student housing
may incorporate fraternity re-

pus  whold be

facijlities,

Jonesville properties.

age increase of 10 per cent.
School enrollment for 1955 was

1,684 and this ycar reached 5,
917,

Based on the school’s ability
{o move along on all fronts (o

" Plans for the rest of the cam-

complexes ol
classrecom, housing and eating{1970, Downing sald.

Dero Downing, dean of husi-
ness affalrs for the college, said{sophomores having cars here
enrollment had jncereased/has alded not only in relfeving
33 1-3 per cent since 1961 as
compared with a national aver.jbut that of the cily as well,

estern Lists Plans
For Jonesvilie Area

ment of 10,000 is estimated for

Approximalely 2,800 students

Thompson said Western hasjpow are housed on the campus,
only one-fifth the average land AR

area held by colleges of its size
across the natlon, in pointing|quirements
out the school’s need for thejschoeol and other considered ad-

Powning cited acreage re-
for a laboratory

ditions.
Resiriction of freshmen and

the campus parking problem

Owen Lawson, Weslern's direc-
tor of building and grounds,
stated. He said the school has
recently  added 750  parking
spaces on the campus,

provide {acililies, an enroll-'Contlnved on page 5, column 3

o
Conlinuea_ from page 1
rerouling of U. 8. 68 and U. S,
291 fraffic away frem the pres-

ent scgment of Russeliville
Road which passes through the

leampus.

Preposal of a Wilbur Smith
and  Associales (raffle  sindy
ptan  would extend A dams
Street to cennect with U, S, 68
near the L&N underpass and
would dead end Tusscliville
Ttoad near ils junction with 17th
Strect. ;
The need for additional spacel
should Western become a unii
versily was cited by Dr, J. T.|
Gilbert, board of regenfs mem-!

H

ber, :
'M.M. Blewelt, a Russellyille
Road resident and business owil-;
er, veiced objeciion to the col-
lege’s use of the Jonesville
area, stating it had taken more
than 50 years for the school to
get 6,000 students and there s
no way of knowing it will grow
any.larger. He sald if the school

Thempson said he favored the-

used ihe land it now has it
could take c.arf o*f its need.

Thompson said Congress has
recognized {here are not suf-
ficient schools for people who
want to be educaled and for
{he {first time has passed meass
ures  providing  government
funds for school huildings, He
said the expansion of school fa-
cilities would mean cducalion-
al opportunilies for all persons.

In answer to the Rev. J. H,
Taylor's inquiry as to when thej
Urban Renewal Commission
would move further on the pro-
joet, Charles Cherches, execu-
tive director, saidl approval of
the college's development plan
by General Council would be
the final step before the pro-
ject is submilled for fhe feder-
al povernment’s final approval,

Planning and Zonning Com-
mission is expecfed fo pass en
the development plan proposals
following the commiliee’s re-
port at its Feb, 25 meeling.
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Taylor Heads
_Group Opposing
Urban Renewal

f Distribulion of information to
property owners on uthan re-
newal i{s planned hy the recent.
Iy organized Commitiee to Pro-
tect Properly Rights.

The group will meet Sunday
at a plpece and time to be an-
qtounced to further its plans.

The Rev, J. W, Taylor was
named chairman of the com-
mittea at its inftial meeling
Monday night, Protection of
homes and husiness is listed as
the purpose of the organization,
the flrst organized opposition to
Bowling Green’s urban renew-
al Tﬁrogram.

: e commilice whl sponsor a
film on urban renewal on
WLTV at 6 p.m. tomorrow.
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WATER SUPPLY

Mu | STesog

.areas is the vesponsibility of

b o e Tharediiyy,
Petition, "

To Protest
Renewal

t A petitioyprotesting Bowling
(Green’s 1 6yo -~ Urban  Renswal
{projecty is- Weing prepared for‘
reireulation tl;rol!gl;out the city.

f
" The CommiHee for Protection
of Property Rights, which mel
for its fourth time yesterday,
‘designated attorney Aaron Over-
ifelt to prepare the petition,
I The Rev, J, H, Taylor, chair-
man, and Paul Brooks, co-chaijr-
man, were the speakers at yes-
terday’s gneeting, They said:
Improvement  of  blighted

the landlords and the communi-
ties involved, .

A school (Western State Col-
lege) has no more right to seize
property than any other organiz-
ation. '

And it is not too late fo stop
fite UR projeets here.

Members of . fhe ep i iftee
plapned 3

Tt EArmean. .

Or’ie Committee That Should

Tt ko3 504

! .
Receive No Encouragement

Clizens of Bowling Green should think
twice .before they give encouragement to
the effort just gelling under way here to
block the eity’s urban renewal program.

In the immediale fulure, this cffort ap-
parenily will be direcled toward securing
signatures on pelitions cireulated by an or-
ganization cnlting Hself the Commiilee for
the Proteelion of Property Rights.

Certainly this group has every right to
carry on a profest against urban renewatl,
allhough it is difficult to see just what ils
leaders offer as an allernative aside from
mainienance of the status quo,

Bowling Green’s urban renewal proposal
is divided into fwo parfs.

One projeet envisions clearing of the
Jonesville area, with the plan calling for
Western State College eventually to ex-
pand inlo the area thus cleared.

1t s quite apparent that Weslern is go-
ing to need this land in the years to come,
and in facl the cellege already has pur-
chased several picces of properly in (he

neighorhood, some of which already
o —— P JU T Y S

serve as a sile for the college's new Aca-
demic-Athletie Building,

This project scems to us eminently sen.
sible, and il is difficult to conceive of any
real grounds for ohjoctions other (han these
that would naturally accrue to persons
forced fo give up their homes or property
in the process. Bul even this cannot ocour
without just compensation.

The desirabilily of the Parker-Benneit

project lkewise should be obvious to all

who do not close their eyes to the need for
rejuvenation and the henefits it would
hring.

Property Rights suggests that improvement
of hlighied neighborhoods is the responsi-

bility of property owners and communities |

involved,

We would agree with 1his premise, with
the reservalion that where this responsibill-
ty has been abdicated, other means are
justified to accomplish the end.

We don't believe that anyone could sue- -

cessfully argue thal this responsibility has

heen fulfilled in some sections of Bowling _'

Green. .

The Committee for the Protection of °



120 Washington £hrsae®
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We the citizens of the Joresvilie community are gsiing you O
vote against the ordance making Jfouesville a urban renewal projecie
If this ordance is passed 1t will cause our propn2iy 0 be s0Ld as
slum prepertyy; and slum property ssils-very cheape We pay Sud nare
the highest percent of tax In the Citys and that 1ifts us osut of the
slum cabegorys '

We have no objection to selling our propérbty to the State for
the college, 1f The college need the propertys But we want to deal
directly with the State, and not have the urban renewal as a middle
man, to teke some of the prophet that should be ourseThe Stabte has
bought property from'us before, and have had no trouble at all in-
buying this property, and they will have no trouble in the future,
if we can deal directly with therms

We have twelve widows In our community, drawing a small Soo-
las security check, that is two small for them to get a loan to
help them rebuild, under the urban renewal they would not get .
encugh to buy ano%her home, so they would be put out doorse

Yours in Christ and for His service

JHT,

Koo &N, Jagher
. J kY



%:Takes Final
"Action

General Council laSt night
took final actionmto establish
Jonesville as an urban renewal

tarea.

i The vote climaxed a two-

hour discussion before 2z crowd

‘of 250 interested property own-

ers and citizens in the circuit

court room Bf. the courthouse.
- n

Last night's ordinance, given
first reading by the Board of
Councilmen Feb. 17, clarified
technicalities ynder a grouping
of statutes as required by the
Urban  Renewal Administra-
Hion. Previous approval of the
istipulations had been given by
the council in measures passed
March 19, 1962, and Dec. 2,
1963, Chatles Cherches, execu-
tive director for the Urban Re-
newal Cormmission, pointed out.

The urban renewzl program
ﬁ ihHe Russellville Road ared
was térmed a project” to
square off Western's corners,”
by Aaron Overfelt, attorney for
the Comamittee for Protection off
Property Rights.

The college under congres-

siopal priority provision has
the right to acquire the Jones-
ville project area lands for ed-
Ticational wuse.
- Overfelt challenged the pro-
gram on the ground that houses ‘
and Dbusinesses embraced in
the area are not substandardf
and that no delinquency prob-
lem exists, and questioned
Western’s need for the land.

The Rev. J. H. Taylor, pas-
tor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church,
and an urban remewal opposi-|
tion leader, suggested properiy
owners avoid urban repewall
procedures to eliminate the|
“middle man” and deal with
fhe state for sale of the land
to Western.
~ He c¢ited working conditions
for the” Negro as “very low in
Bowling Green,” claiming “10
are employed in the city's
seven factories.” Welfare is|
lighter in Jonesville than any-
where ¢lse and the community
has no health nor crime rate,
ﬁaylor told the audlence-

N A o s

’3 M. M. B!eweﬂ,f Jonesville
;.'emdentsal and business prop-

erty owner, urged greater em-
ployment of Negroes by face
tortes and a small real estate
tax “to send these people to,
school {0 teach them to do

laws viclate the consututmn,”
and advocated substtution of
the United States Chamber of
Cominerce program.

Leonard Deloteus. chairman
of the Bowling Green-Warren
County Chamber of Commerce
industrial committee, defending
the urban repmewal said, “The
future of the program is to

help you thro fraining which Street, and seven acres unde-
lfe“am“bgﬁ in educational|veloped north of the thorough-
programs now on the planning fare.

board.” One of these he said is
a trade school four times the
size of the present Western Area
Vocational School ncluded in
Western’s plans for the Jones-
ville area.

“Do you want these things
that will help you in the long
run? Delotens asked in posing
.the question of the future for
‘graduates of High Street School.

“There will be 1,000 new jobs
-here in the mext 15 months and
‘they will generate other jobs,”
‘the industrial chairman said,
summing up the part Bowimg
Greed’s  educational  future
played in the determination of
Cutler-Hammer, Inc.. last week
‘to locate a plant here.
a @ Ed 3

F Urban Renewal Commission
chairman Norman Lewis said
:the commission is a group of
,cmzena dedicated to see that|!
“the program is run properly.
“The urban remewal programsi.
that have failed are the bad!
ones”, he said. “Every one will
be n'eated fairly and the courts
are open as the final arbitra-
tors in any situation,” Lewis
emphasized. Full responsibility
for urban remewal in Bowling
Green is in the hands of Gen-
eral Council. not Washington.
Lewis said.

Kelly Thompson. Western
president, said the college’s po- |
siton had been made clear at
an open hearing on Feb. 15 and
with the signing of all prelimi-
nary papers.

¢« The school plans to spend
1‘$191 750 to $200,000 on the Jones-
wille property acquisition he
‘;said. citing the advantage to the
community of federal expendi-
tures in the program.

g He said the college Deeds the

@
I can say it will be in propor-

Jisterial Association to have one

pansion, citing the!
of its student pop-;
has trebled in the

ow what the fu-
prowth will be, but

tion fo the number of beds, the
number of classtooms, library
services and the number of
faculty we can accommodate.”

Western now has 141 acres.
7.7 acres of which are in the
Ogden campus under lease to
the college.

The college has 35 acres of
undeveloped land south of 17th

“The officials that brought
this new industry to Bowling
Green were greatly swayed by
what they saw in the future of
Western,” Thompsen said. ]
Cherches said the 1960 census
records 78 per cent of the Jones-
ville housing as deteriorating or
dilapidated. ‘Warren County
health officer Dr. L. O. Toomey.
was quofed as citing lack of
iplumbing in the area as com-
tributing t¢ a health menace.
Opposition votes to the or-
dinance were cast by Coupcil-
men Tom Carter and R. C.
Shive apd Alderman Henry J.
Potter Sr.
A companion ordinance ap-
provmg Western's development
iplan meluding the Jonesville
area was moved to within one
reading of final passage by ae-
tion of both councilmanie bod-
ies.
In other voting, final ap-
Gf Moss Johnson to the Water,
Sewer and Sanifation Commis-
sion for a four-vear term: Wil-
Ham Riley, as a member of
the Eleciric Plapt Board for a
four vear term: James Martin
Pencleton as a permanent
member of the fire depart-
ment: reappointment of Mrs.
William Allender as 2 member
of the Urban Penewal Commis-
sion and an ordinance authoriz-
ing return of the council to the
City Ball for its meetings in
April
The Water, Sewer and Sami-
tation Commission was com-
plimented by Mayor James H.
Topmiller for its action in se-
euring services of an independ-
ent consulting engineering firm
for a survey of the water and
sewer department.
The council accepted the of-
fer of the Bowling Green Min-

of its members serve as chap-
Ia.m at council sessions,




Renewal

_ Neither of the two votes was
' wOne moved forward an
ordinavite.. clarifying technleal
Hanguage on the project, The
other{‘w@\f{irs! approval of
plans for “Westarn Kentucky
Stale Collége to buy the area
for $181,750 (o $200,000.

Needed For Expansion

Dr. Kelly Thompsen, presi-
dent of Western, said the col-
lege’s future depends on gain.
ing this area for expansion.

Opposition (o the project was
expressed by Aaron Overfeld,
attorney for the Committee for
the Profection of Property
Rights; the Rev. J. H. Taylor,
M. M. Blewett, and Mrs,
Charles Garvin.

Overfelt said that the urban-
renewal agency “wanis to take
these eolored people out of
Jonesville . . . and square off
Wesiern's corner,

Need Challenged
“'m wnot saying Weslorn

shouldn't grow, bul 1 say he-|.

fore you take a man's home
from him a need should exist.”

Mr, Taylor said there is no

health or disease problem in

Planning

By TOM DUNCAN
Courfer-Journal South Kentucky Bureau
Bowling Green, Ky.— Plans for a 34.7-acre Jonesville
urban-renewal project here look iwo steps forward last
-night despile strong protests before an overllow crowd of
300 at a City Council meeting.

Jonesville and the crime rate
s low.
Charles Cherches, executive

director of wurban renewal,

agreed the area’s crime rate
is low, bul he said federal
figures show 78 prreent of the
houses in the area are de
teviorating or [folally deiapi-
daied, ’

Two Votes Advaiiceé

l

Hearing Set ¢
On Western's
Development Plans

A heaving on Western State

-[College’'s development plgn
dwill he held by the Planning

and Zoning Commission in the
county couriraom of the War-

‘lren County Courthouse at 11 a.

m, Saturday, Feb, 15.

The public hearing has heen|

called in interest of the Urhan
Renewal Commission,

Cherches said it will coneern
the eniire Weslern campus &s
presently siluated and the
Jonesville Urban Renewal de-
velopment area which the col
leges hopes to acquire.

The hearing will be {o deter-

‘Imine if the development plans
Jfor the campus and the ur, an
‘Irenewal projecl area conform
o the master development plan
[of the city.

Final approval of the Jones-
vitle projecl plans, now under
review by federal officials, is
expected within the next two

whose
excculive director, Charles|

months,
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- Disquieting Assault On Urban Renewal

HE SUDDEN ONSLAUGHT on the urban Iland, Fla.—are hardly representative of urban

renewal program may strike the casual areas that stand to gain the most from the

observer as a sponfaneous expression of program. On the other hand, the Conference
grass-roots disenchantment. But the fact that of Mayors reports that it has received 156
the federal program expires this year and

endorsements of urban remewal from local
Congress must be persuaded to continue it chambers in other cities. One wonders—ior

causes us fo be skeptical. The timing and whom does the U. S. Chamber speak on this
the nature of the attacks are disquieting. issue?

e o This newspaper has never contended that
s mere colcidencs thal the . S e umvan tenewal program s perest. e
full-scale attack o the pro at this time? have complained, from time to time, of the
Or that an article by a Texas Congresmar.t red tape involved, of some mstan_ce:l oginpoo T
charging that urban renewal is shot through ilgﬁn:fnigm:;ia%f‘m?ther defects, including a
Eg’;;ggfﬁm appeared in Reader's Digest ™ g st would be folly to do what some of

its critics suggest, in effect, and that is to
The Chamber of Commerce campaign, it throw out the baby with the bath water.
develops, stems from a high-level decision to Urban renewal is badly needed throughout
try to discredit urban remewal and is almost the country and no one has come up with
totally lacking in support at the local ¢ham- any sensible aiternative to the federal pro-
ber level. The United States Conference of gram. It is absurd to imply that the job that
Mayors reports that it has been able to find needs io be done can be done without fed-
only five cities with populations exceeding eral help.

30.000 whose chambers of commerce are No responsible Coagressmen would even |
against federally assisted urban renewal. And consider abandoning the program but instead

these five—Rockford and Champaign, 1., would devote their efforts fo making it more :
Arcadia, Calif., Sioux Falls, 8. D., and Lake- effective than it is now.

i
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“from Urban Renewal to buy]|

The Daily Newa reserves the vight to con-
dense any cammunication considersd too
tengthy and to limit the number of leiters
on any one sobject. Publication does not
imply aporoval of The Park City Daily
News,

Editor, Daily News:

As we enter 2 new year,
there are many who will enter
new paths., There will be many
new opportunities for many
people. But for the Negro cili-
zens of the Jonesville communi-
ty, it will be the same sad story
that it has been for the past
two years: The city of Bowling
Green, with its Urban Renew-
2l project and several Negroes
who do not Lve in our commu-
nity., and certainly have no
+heart for the people, joining to-
gether to tfake from us our
homes bought and paid for with
our blood, sweat and tears.

One or two families sold be-
cause they wished to; but there
were others forced oulf of their
homes.

There are a number of us
who remain ready to stand
fast until this program is car-
ried out just as the federal gov-
g:nment requires. We shall rmt‘1

sell by fear of mortgage fore-

Many of those who have had
to sell bave come out on the
losing side. When the mortgage
was paid, they did not have]
enough to buy a Iot, muech less |
a mew home, ‘

I have on my desk an offer |

our church. The price offered
would not buy the groumd, to|
say the least. I also have on my |
desk 2n offer to buy my home: |
and this Like the church offer is |
Dot much more than 2 lot would |
cost. ]
- We have settled down for an- |
other year's struggle. And we
are determined not to be mov-
ed. We will be right here at this
time next year unless a big
change is made in the program,

Rev. J. H. Taylor

120 Washington St.




Letters To T

The correct signaturss of communics
flons appearing In this column must be
printec in all instances Leflers myst be
brief, nof exceeding 300 woras and must
avold detamatory or asbusive statements
The Daily News reserves mw rign? to con-
derse any <ommunication consicersd too
fergthy ane to limit the number ot lefters
on any one sublect. Publication does not
imply approval of The Park Clty Dally
Newa. -

\

Editor, Daily News:

-1 am a student at St. Maur’s
Seminary at South Union, and
have 2 number of friends in the
Bowling Green community, It
is because of my closeness to
-the community and because of
+he fact that I profess fo be a

Christian that I am writing this.

detter fo you.

» It have heard it said that there
:is no Negro or civil rights prob-
-lem in Bowling Green and I
have had numerous facts quot-
ed to me in defense of this
stand.

Perhaps some people do not
see the problems for i is a
proven fact that seeing is ex-
tremely difficult i one closes
his eves to the facts. I have
been only squinting the past few
weeks and have discovered =z
number of areas that involve
- serious problems, Some may
not wish to call them civil
rights problems. but a skunk
vnder any other name smells
just as bad.

‘We might consider the injus-
tices that are being perpetrat-

ed against the High Street:

for more dras"'c measures in

g  Editof
friends the Jones'éﬁf area,

providing these people with
great problems of housing and
subsistence, so that a great
football stadium might be erect-
ed in the community. (No doubt
this would be & beautiful land.
mark for the community, but
do you beautify a city by step-
ping on the already downirod-
den citizens?) Or one might
investizate the city organiza-
tions and find out how many
positions are kel by our broth.
ers of the minority who are
equal citizens with all in thig
community. Or again, we might
lIook at the emplovment situa-
tion where the letter but not
always the spirit of integra.
ton is being maintained,

These are only a few of the
many things I could mention.
If vou can see no problems I
ask you to open your eyes or at
least take off those glasses that
only let you see ome color and
look again.

A great revolution and a long
overdue revelution is going on
in our country foday and we
cannot sit back and expect it fo
pass us by. Bowling Green

partds. thi

part of the people and the lead-!
ers we can eliminate the need

School under the guise of interiuihe

gration; we mxght look at-f]
Jow prices being offered

el ety Sl ST

Letters

[Continued from page 4

see our brothers and fellow cit-]
jzens in all men: we must see

fellow Christians who  are
worshiping the same God -
our God who is color blind!
C. L. White
St. Maur’'s Seminary
South Union, Ky.
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CURTAIN-RAISER—If was an equal exchange near Untersvhl, meny, was exchanged for a West German army

West Germany, recently when the Iron Curtain lifted as East and  wsed by 2 West German to cross over to Communi
- West swapped the trucks, above. Communist East German mili-  tory,

tary truck, left, in which a defector had escaped +o West Ger-

" of the two-part applicetign auth-

‘foconnectw:thUS 2t and Ulp

_fmm Aﬂanta. conferred here to-

Okay Part
-Of Jonesville
Project

Approval of Part 1 of the
Jonesville Urban Repewal Proj-
ect was received .this morningg
from E. Bruce Wedge, regional
director of the Urban Rerewal
Administration, Atlanta.

E I

Announcement of the approval
was made by Charles Cherches,
local urban Renewal execuiive
director.

A grant totaling $614.753 has)
been reserved by the Urban Re-|
newal Commission in Washing-
ton for the proiect. Wedge siat

Approval of the inildal portion:

oTizes the commission o proceed
with steps of the second pary
which inciude a public baamng,
approval of General-Council for
participation @ the project and
preliminary negotiations for the
acquisition and resale of pmpa
erty m the area.
- The project application as or:—
ginally submitted will require ne
financing by the ¢ity since credits
for improvements in the area
will offset the cify’s portion of;
the cost. .

Date for the public hearing
will be set as soom as posabie
Cherches said.. -

The commission has 30 months
from the approval date of Part

2 of the application to complebeE ‘

ﬂ:e project.

* * %

.. Plans call for the land to be
need for college expansion pur-
poses and officials of Western
State College have indicated an|
mferest in its purchase.

“An extension of Adems Streef

ST

et

5 68 is considered n tbe a;pph-“é
cation. X

Cherches said he could make
ny estimate as to when Paart 2§
of- the application will be” read)‘;
to file' with the Aflanta office. 3
= Approval of Part 1 of Parkers
Beanett School Urban Renewal}
Project recently submitted is
pendmg at the, Atlanita office. f

William Twmner and Faiaf
Weems field representatives)

s

?/fo/c‘{



{Daily News Photo
right) are Arch Danfe!, Urban Renewal mane
ager, and John Millken, attorney for the
cemmission. The land will be used for the
construction of a 53.5 millien athletic com-
plex by the university.

LAND TRANSFERRED—Dr. Keily Thomp-
son, Western Kentucky University president,
; ard Nerman Lewis, Urban Renewal Com-

raissien chairman, {seated left 'u right} sign
| a deed conveying 8.95 zcres of land to the
- university. Looking on {standing left to

For Athletic Complex
C Conveys
Land To WKU

" The Urban Renewal Commis-| Bids oz phase one of the proj-
ion this morning conveyed 8.05 ect, which is the mechanical
lacres of land where Western/portion of the building, will be
Kentucky University will cop-'received Aug. 23 and bids for

struct 2@ $3.5 million athletic

'complex to the university.

H s -

k

i The purchase price for the
d. the first section to be

transferred from the 30-acre

Jonesville Urban Renewal proj-

ject, was $54,361.

phase two, which includes gen-
eral construction, lighting and
other portions of the project,

iwill be received Aug. 30.

» & =

Construction time for the first
phase of the project is expected
{0 be 13 months following the

*. The deed was signed on be-
half of the university by Presi-
dent Kelly Thompson and on
behalf of the commission by its
ichairman, Norman Lewis.

The university’s board of re-
gents Thursday  authorized
IThompson to proceed with con-
‘struction of the complex. It
fwill include a 16,000 seat multi-
purpose stadium with 12 class-
roos, 24 offices and necessary
auxiliary facilities, a plaving
ifield, track, adjacent practice
field, tennis courts and b:

lgeid.

award of the contract and uni-
versity officials hope the see-
ond phase will be completed at
ithe same time,
| The transfer price of the land
‘was based on value set by as-
|sessors. It will generally be bor-
;dered by U.S. 68 and U.S. 231,
ja street formerly known as
Hardin Avenue and the L&N
Raiiroad right-of-way.

It is Jlocated immediately
southwest of Diddle Arena.
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Acquxsnj;g
Compl’"efei

W

" The acequisition of land for the
30-acre Jonesville Urbam Re-
newal Aréa has:been completed
at a pun:hase vost of "$674,446,
accord{ng to t?:d‘ u{?ar‘zi renewal
report ‘submi o ‘mght
{bo General Council..’: ’-’“’”y 1
3T N ‘m,.,. I : nn
" Alderman” Ray &% Buéfcberry
chairman of thé&enieral Council
|Urban Renewal ‘Commiittee; told
'other council members the fact
that acquisition was completed
without condemnation” jury
trials reflects the: honesty and
fairness of the *Urban Renewal;
Connmssmn m thm“- roject. [
! The report, prej

bamel executive-tirector, said
the acqmsmons hnve been com-
%l)eebed" within the 'framework of
budgeted funds ' approved

by Geperal Council. "

. The. actual expendamrw were.

$63,278 below the -$737,724 bud-|
geted for:land purchases. «
! ' Negotiations for the final.par-
teels of land contained n therre:
newal srea were completed’ Sat-
urday, according to Daniel. “The'
parcels included about 1.5 acres
occup:ed by the Edgehﬂl Shop-
ping Center. -

About23 acres of land in the
area "has "been conveyed to
Western “Kentucky State Uni-
versity for a price‘of $163,390,
according to the report, and the
total received ffom Western will
rise to $191,750 when final con-
veyance to the umversxty is
completed. . -

The area will be the site of

a Western athletic complex.
« w rHJ

The repert sald proceeds from
the sale of land along with non-
cash credits available will allow.
the project to be closed out,
without cost to the cily,

The report said that a total
of 36 families living in the area
were relocated te private and
municipal = housing and that
eight individuals were relocated
to e:ther;pnvate or municipal
housing, '

Three families and one indi-
vidual living within the area
have moved out of state and
there are one family and 10
'businesses remaining to be re-
located, according to the report.

%fj AU R (‘I/ (. L{vﬁf[‘%‘ﬂ/k/ }L\‘*-'-."f e
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Urban Renewal Offer;

" For Shopping
" Center Studie

It three owners of the Edge-

ihill Shopping Center accept an

Urban Renewal offer, the Mor-

wn Road location
Eg: Western University PI'OP*

ertF:zrloyd Cook, who owns 2 one-
third share, sal Urban Re<
pewal Commission head Arch
Daniel made the offer, which,
the owners have not yet ac
cepted The other partners are
Mr. and Mrs. William McClavey
Franklin, an? I\é[rs Mary G.I‘
d, of Flonda
Wl’i‘lha: shoppibg center, built 1fn
1951, houses 12 stores andho-
fices: & doughnut  shop;
restaurant, barber shop, groc
ery, office equipment sstgre,
rent-afl  center, record ]3[%-
washeteria, pizza placg o
chinists’ uniont office, an
sho ‘
.tYA ge%loglcal survey oftfiice w:i?s-
located there but recently mo

t-
h mg center is Ioca
edThﬁ-l Stl?gPJonESVﬂle vicinity,

-
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Depressuon ':-'i’@We

s Contributing Writer, Py

In the years; before theﬂDepres-

" "sion there’ was a-thriving business

... and professional ‘blqc
. ty In Bowling Green.

N

remembers” *some ‘ofthe
businesses:. Eliza* Loving, a
barber:and’ Ioot doctor:on’ Maln
- Street;" Tom Harrlshblock helow
Kentucky ‘and " Adams ' “streets;

‘Mattie Porter’s shoe shop; Dr, -

Cabell's drug store; Mrs,
Butler's grocery on. Center and
_ Third streets;. Mrs. Mattie Cov-
ingtons Southern Queen, Second
‘and State;-Sarah iBrown's room-

lng house Third and -Chestnut;-
-Frank Hardins barbecue;’ dry ..
cleaners*Owen’ Brown at Third

.. and- Chestnut “and” Mrs.” Burney
. Proyor“in the Helm: Hotel;
and Kurykendall funeral homes;
Eisue Potter's blacksmith shop

- on Kentucky Street between 6th . :

.me they wlil if not theres no :
use in wastmg time sending out :’
- statements.’

and 7th streets, and the cab com-

pany that charged 25 cents for -

l‘idBS & i~'
"There were the dentists Yar

* _ borough-and ‘Young, and medical

. deetors Beckett, Bruton and Z.K,
- Jones,” Mrs. Whitlow said.

““Dr. Jones owned the Briggs
[JFurniture. Store.sbuilding - and

nearly & block between College .
- and Center streets.

. worked..on .the  railroad./ to earn
money to go.to college. 'Mr. E.
- Jones wrote in his book about Z.K

- that the doctor never sent out

statements for his services. He
said, ‘If they are going {o pay

ommuni-‘ .

Able

He had-

MAEREETH
KURYKENDALL WHITLOW

-A0ra Porter whs the first black

,‘trained nirse in the city; she en-
‘couraged the Petticort twins to

study nursing. One became an
R.N. and the other a L.P.N, but .

; they. had to leave the clty to find

jobs, Lilllan Carpenter, .the flrst
black music teacher In Bowling
Green, taught -at Delafield In a

+ school named for her father,”

John Brider would cut 10 cents’
worth of cheese or meat in his
grocery at Third and Chestnut.
Velgle Kurykendall was one of

-

/3

,,,‘-——‘-

sfern s expansnon
‘black community -

: the fivst black mail carriers. An-
nie Wiills was the f{irst black
woman hired at the Post Office
and was also a beautician,
~"Joe LiHard was the first an-
tigue dealer in Bowling Green
and had both black and white

niece, and 1 would stay there
when he had to go out of fown on
business. One of Mrs, Loving’s
daughlers taught music in Atlan-
> ta; the other was a beautician
and formulated a hair tonic for
blacks that was known over the

, world. Reland Bland, head cook

- at the Helm Hotel, was assistant

2to Coach Diddle. He and Alice

i had a home at 4th and Chestnut,

Mr. Bland was always interested

+in football and would take boys
sout to practice in a vacant lot
“near 3rd Street, The park Is

, named for him.”

i The black communilty,
‘Jonesville, on Russellville Road,
i had three churches.

“Most of the homeowners were
older,” Mrs. Whitlow recalled.

'“It was a real neighborhood. We
“had our own ball games, I taught
"Sunday School and often had 40
or 50 children in class. Then
. Western needed room to expand
"and the area was cleared, The
peoEle were told they could come
back, buy lots and build homes,
It didn’t work out that way. One
lady who was relocated then will

- probably be moved agaln to
make way for progress. Some of

‘the black downtown businesses

‘were bought out, others lost their

“for awhile Pen & Paper Inc was

customers. Phoebe Whitney, his:

— -

places during the Depression Dr
Jones and Miss Butler  stayed .-
longer than others. Dr. Jones'
home still stands on State Street; "

e “”;.-:.-,:._;;:,..,,...._,.“ 22

Init.”

Mrs. Whitlow ecame to Bowling
Green {n 1927 to attend the Rev,
and Mrs, Wolfe’s private Bowling ;
Green Academy.

“Drakeshoro had no black high & i
school, 1f it were not for the :
Academy I would have had to go -
to Nashville or - Louisville, We
learned Latin, Cicero, Virgil,
Spanish and geometry, as well as
other subjects, 1 graduated se-
cond in my class,”

For 15 years, Mrs. Whitlow was_
a social worker for the Southern
Kentucky Community Actlon
Agency, ;

“We tried {o improve people’s
lives,”” she sald. “Joan Colller
and I went to six counties to the
homes to ask how many lived
there and the ages and what they
would like to change in thelr
llves. George Morrison, a black
man, and Henry Alden, a white
man, wrote the Model Cities Pro-
gram. Judge Griffin provided the
facllities. Head Start began in a
house next fo the State Street
Baptist Church. I did the cooking
and teaching. We expanded the
program and adult education was
offered at Rockfield.”

Mrs. Whitlow works as a nurse
for Miss Margle Helm and is ac-
tive in the State Street Baptist
Church.,



This car is evidence that this was a
prosperous community. If you look

close]y at the house in the
})aclegrouud, you can see that the
two-story house is also evidence of
this prosperity.

ON THE COVER
Mt, Zion Baptist Church

... I can see the little church, sit'm
by the railroad tracks, just a little
old place, where we use to sing
Amazing Grace, talk'n about a good
time, a migl-lt)r, mighty, goorl titne,

o o
This pamphlet is

providecl with funding
through the Bowling

Green
Bicentennial ;;,’i?
3"
Commission
For more

information about
the ]onesviﬂe
presentation, contact

Maxine Ray at
(502) 781-5659

This is a pu[r!imiinn of
NMS Publishing Co.
A division of Ear!i\qual:e, lae.

“Fhis was creatil by Shannctta Ray © 1997
For NM8 Publisling Co. All rights rosenal.

The Forgotten

Community. . .

1881-1967
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The church was the center of

every‘ciling. Suu(lay mornings

al“;ays ln'ougllt out the best in
everyone. Nolice how well dressed

they are in this picture.

The men of the church were always
out in force. They were the leaders
of the church. These were the most
devotion leatling, singing, and
praying men in the world, at least to
this conumnunity,

This is a picture of my famiiy when [ was a
little gl living in Jonesville, It was the fond
memories Lhat I have of Jonesvilfe that made

me want to share this with everyone. The sense
of family that was shared by this entire
community cannol be described in words,

Jonesville was a place whexe business owners

lived, children playe{], families went to church
together, and land that Western Kentucky
Universily, then knowm as Western Keutuclzy
State College, wanted. In order for WKU to
expanci, Jonesville had to cease to exist.
— Maxine Ray

Jonesville was a place of peaceful living,
love and harmony.
— Marjorie Butts

The pictures used in this presenlation are from
the private collection of Marjorie Butls and

Maxine Ray. Some will be donated
to the Kentucky Building on
WKU’s campus. At this time they
do not have any pictures that
aclznowledge the existence of
Jonesville.

This is just to remind some and
introduce others to the proucl

community of Jonesville.

This is the Jonesville School which
operated as a county school. While
it is not certain when this school
first opened its doors, school census
were documented in 1906.
According to the Warren County
School Board records, the school
was in existence until 1910.
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rec all Jonesville

By JASON RILEY
The Daily News

Time may heal all wounds, but it
can’t totally erase the past.

Especially with people like
Maxine Ray around to remind us of
it. Ray. a Rockfield resident,
remembers a time when much of
the Western Kentucky University
campus from the parking structure
to the overpass on Russellville
Road was a close-knit black com-
munity called Jonesville.

She remembers the bitterness
residents felt when residents of
Jonesville had to leave their
homes.

“We refused to sell our homes
and businesses to the university. so
the state came in and condemned
the property and forced us out.”
she said. “They said it was a shanty
town. but it wasn't. There were
some nice 1wo story houses in
Jonesville. For the time period, it
was a nice place.”

But mostly. she remembers the
good times in the community she
grew up in.

“It was the perfect community
for us.” Ray said, “"We all owned
our own property: we had two
churches and several businesses. It
was a very close-knit commuanity.
Evervbody knew everyone else. we
worked together. plaved together
and cried together.” -

The Jonesville community
began in 1881 and ended with the
sale of the last church in 1967. Ray
grew up in Jonesville in the [940s
when the community had 65 homes

Highlights of d(tl\ltlt‘b at W e\tern Kentucky Univ ersity

and between 400 and 500 people.

She will be  presenting
“Jonesville: The Forgotten Com-
munity ...1881-1967... Remem-
bered,” on Monday at the Ken-
tucky Museum at 11:30 a.m.

“It is a part of Bowling Green's
history that a lot of people don't
know about and a lot of other peo-
ple have forgotten.” she said. “But
it is an important part of our histo-

Admission 1o the presentation is
free and everybody is welcome.

Also on The Hill: .

Two Black Historyr Month
exhibits begin ar the Kentucky
Museum on Feb. l: “Jonesville
Water Colors™ by Ivan Wilson and
“Church by the Side of the Road
Cotlection: A Pictorial History of
Bowling Green and Warren County
Churches with an African-Ameri-
can Heritage™ with photographs by
James Walker.

The exhibit A Kind of Nobility:
The Kentucky Orphan Brigade™
runs Feb. 2 through July 31 at the
Kentucky Museum. Opening activ-
ities will be at 9:30 a.m. Feb. 5,
including an encampment of 75
Civil War reenactors.

The piay “The Homecoming™ by
Harold Pinter runs Feb. 9-13 at 8
p.m. and Feb. 14 at 3 p.m. in The-
atre 100 in Gordon Wilson Hall.
Admission is $3. Contact the The-
atre and Dance Department.

Today — SKTPA Team Penning
begins at L.D. Brown Agricultural
Exposition Center and continues
Sunday.

have nc
all'iiigh
certaini
olderth
At 3 pm.. WKU swimming The
takes on Eastern [llinois at Preston poverty
Health and Activities Center. with ra;
At 7 p.m.. Lady Topper basket- | women
ball faces Arkansas State in E.A. | last cen
Diddle Arena. [0 .mar
Moanday - “Jonesville: The [ increase
Forgotten Community... 1881- | becomi:
1967... Remembered.” a presenta- i

AT

tion of slides and photographs by
Maxine Ray will be at 11:30 a.m.
in the Kentucky Museum Orienta-
tion Room. Free admission.

A faculty/staff/student social. ByTﬁ:\
sponsored by the Association of | 30th da
Black Students will be at 6:15 p.m. | days left
in Downing University Center Todas
Room 310. This is a Black History On Ja.
Month event. and spiri

At 7:30 p.m. the lecture “Racism | y; wasm
101™ by Nikki Giovanni will be | it
presented in Downing University On thi
Center Theatre. This Black History In 164
Month event will be followed by a | wag beh

book signing and reception.
Tuesday An Electronic
Research Workshop sponsored by
University Libraries will be at 5:30
p-m. in Helm Library Room 108.

A L
]

At 7 p.m.. Hilltopper basketall | Pick 3
faces off against Louisiana Tech in ’
E.A. Diddle Arena. : )

TlLursday we At 7 p.m.. Hilltop- Pick4

er basketball takes om Florida
International in E.A. Diddle Acena. | Cash 5

FEb- 6 The Kentucky High INDIANA: D:
School Speech League Senior High | pot: $3.5 mi
Regional Tournament will be in
Garrett Conference Center. | SOz Plek -

At 8 a.m.. Star Events for Future | "
Homemakers of America will Estimat
begin at the Academic Complex. Estimat:

A Weather |
]

Regional weather

Saturday, Jan. 30
AccuWeathere torecast for daytime conditions. high!low tempe

e
4».-3_,,.




JONESVILLE

In 1900 many of the African American residents of Bowling
Green-Warren County lived in Jonesville, an area of approximately 30
acres where Diddle Arena and L. T. Smith Stadium at Western
Kentucky University are now located. Jonesville stretched betwveen
Big Red Way, then Russellville Road, and the railroad tracks, and from
DBogwood Drive to the railroad underpass.

Documentation gathered _from property deeds and interviews
indicate that Jonesville was founded by freed slaves soon after the Civil
War . According to former residents, Jonesville was named after
"Grandma" Jones, who probably owned a lot of property in the area.

The 65 homes in Jonesville, most of which were one story
shotgun houses with large yards, were owned by residents. In the
early 1900s, many people farmed and raised their own chickens, hogs,
cows, ducks, and turkeys. Jonesville had at least one church, Mount
Zion Baptist Church, and one school, Jonesville School, which
belonged to the Warren County School System.

The community included many resident owned businesses.
Some of these businesses were Blewetts Dry Cleaning, Willis' Beauty
Shop (1920s), Withrow's Skating Rink, and Jesse Hutcherson's Little
Pullman Barber Shop (1930's). In the 1940s, more businesses
appeared: Henry Calloway's Grocery Store, Max Blewett's Service
Station, Audrey Bailey's Beauty Shop, Daniel and Walter Byrd Paper
Hangers, Mae Wade's Restaurant, Elvis Loving's Barber Shop, Lel
Parker’s Restaurant, Van Meter Restaurant, Pryor's Cleaners, Earl D.
White's Restaurant, Voss Seamstress Shop, Candy Halcomb Coal
Company and Nancy's Tea Room. In the 1950s, Bill Walker's Skating
Rink opened.

Jonesville also had apartiments and other properties _for rent that
became homes_for many Western students when the school opened its
doors to blacks in the mid-1950s. These students were not allowed to
live in dorms until the early 1960s.



In the early 1950s, Jonesville was designated _for urban renewal.
The homes were classed as sub-standard and _from 1955 to 1967, the
Urban Renewal Commission purchased the entire area. Most of the
property was transferred to Western Kentucky University. Black
homeowners who had worked hard to purchase and maintain their -
homes found themselves at the mercy of a system interested in
acquiring the property through eminent domain. Although some

landowners who sold their property in the late 1950s received ﬁur'
value, most did not.

On March 16, 1964, 300 Jonesville residents protested this

unfair treatment to the city council but they were unsuccessful. Within i
a _few years, the Jonesville community was gone and its residents were = = -

Jorced to relocate to other areas in the northern part of the city or to
public housing.

Even though they were losing their homes, the hardest blow
came in 1965 when Mt. Zion Baptist Church, established in the late
1800s, was sold and torn down. The money paid by Urban Renewal
was not enough to build another church, so members and _friends_from
across the state made donations to rebuild Mt. Zion. Until a new -

Sfacility was built, Western let the church members hold
morning services in a classroom in the newlybuilt Diddle Arena.
Evening services were conducted at the home of a church member.

Most members of the community had grown up together. They
went to school together, played together, worked together and
worshipped together. There may be little or no trace that it ever
existed, but former residents have vivid memories and still t¢ll stories
. about living in Jonesville.
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Students have J dnesville ties

Many tidbits of local black histo-
ry, centening on the lost community
of Jonesville, conpect to Bowling
Green High School siudents,

Former Warren Central High
School student Mikita  Stewart

‘became [aterssted in Jonesville

when a teacher and native of the
community described to her and oth-
ets the tragic disappenrance of the
once thriving arca.

Stewart interviewed several peo-
ple and wrote an article for Western
Kentucky  Univessity’s  siudent
newspaper, the College Heights
Herald.

Since then. the wnternal interest in
Jonesyille has gone public and, dur-
ing Black History Month each Feb-
ruary, semeonc somewhere does a
slory Of & preésentation on the peo-
ple, the times and the place. Bul,
atmost nvariably, the presentations
focus on the lower end of the com-
munity, the part that steetched
toward Russellville.

‘There's more,

Much mare,

Here's some history from the
opper half, which led o downtown

-

AKIBHA TOWNSEN]

CONTRIBUTING COLUMRNITY

Bowling Green.

BGHS junior Tremayne Taylor’s
grandflather, Dan Taylor, owned a
home in Jonesville on what now is
patt of the Diddle Arena parking lot.
Sanitation trucks bearing his name
still run the steels of Bowling
Green.

The elder Taylor remembers
Jonesville residents as Christian,
hard-working families.

“The people were Iriendly and
kelpful to each other. They were like
one big family of fotk, all striving
for a better day and enjoying the
joumey.”" he said.

The late Henry K. Alexander
lived in Jonesville. He, along with

the late Doug Withrow, grandfsther
of BGHS senior Daniel Withrow,
filed the lavesuit that first integrated
Bowling Green schools,

Harry Taylor, who is Alexander’s
uncle and a cousin of BGHS sopho-
more Kammara Taylor, was a black
musician who owned and played atl
musical instruments — woodwinds,
strings, brass, percussion, ete.

Today, life-sized framed pho-
tographs of Harry Taylor travel the
state museums and have been on
loan to The Kentucky Museum on
Western's campus. His sister Lucille
was a mortictan, and their cousin
Wilma Blackburn was a florist
whose waxed flower displays deco-
rated many homes.

Their nephew Lockwood Alexan-
der was a young entrepreneus who
owned and operaled a grocery slore

. that served the community.

He gave it up to nephew Henry
Calloway when he opened a black
taxicab station and a small restau.
ract on Main Strezt.

That restavrant is pictured in
“Families Histories of Bowling
Green™ Brother Tom Alexander and

Y S -

cousin Ireland Hobson owned and
operated a restaurant across lown.

Separating upper from lower
Jonesville was Audrey Bailey's
Beauty Shop. which was patronized
by folks from all over Bowlng
Green.

Will Taylor, father of Henrictia
Tavior - who is related to BGHS
senior Celeste Sears — had 2 small
farm where Downing Univepity
Center now stands. Mount Zion
Baptist Church stood near where
L.T. Smith Stadium now is.

Tremayoe Taylor said he has
leasned  much  zbout  Bowling
Green’s black history,

“In the early part of this century, a
lot of black people in Jonesville
owned their own homes and had
their own business.” he said. “Liv-
ing in the shadow of WKU was not
all bad.

~ Being exposed to the sports
around 1o doubt inspired Uncle Ron
in his interest in athletics.”

Other BGHS stedents also have
fies to Jooesville,

There's much io the story.

Much mere.



people & places

CMaEing Q—[istory

“Go and do it. You can do it.” The advice of Maxine Ray is spoken
from experience.

As a graduate student in the Folk Studies program at Western, Maxine
knows being a non-traditional student is a struggle. For Maxine Ray
however, it is also a story of personal triumph.

Bom in 1945, Maxine Ray grew up in a segregated Bowling Green.
Though she lived at the foot of campus, Maxine never thought about
going to Western. Maxine’s family was part of the Jonesville
community, a thriving African American neighborhood destroyed by
the Urban Renewal Program. As a child, Maxine enjoyed neighborhood
birthday parties, baseball games and weenie roasts. Her family attended
Mt. Zion Baptist Church, where, as she remembers, “Night services
were the biggest crowd. A lot of the ladies worked in white homes.
They had to give the breakfast and lunch meals on Sundays so they
didn’t get off work untl after lunch.”

out the papers, thinking I wouldn't be accepted, or maybe I was too
old, but I got a letter back that I was accepted and I said, ‘OK. This is
going to be good.” By taking one or two night classes at a time Maxine
completed two full years of college.

Maxine’s last day at Fruit of the Loom was Novermber 25th, 1984,
As she recalls, “You were just working everyday not knowing if it was
going to be your last day. It really got hostile in the plant and people’s
nerves were on edge. The day they came in and told us that when we
finished our line the plant was closed, I said “Yes’.”

After Maxine was laid off, she found out she qualified for a special
government dislocated workers program and could get two years paid
college tuition. It was a real break for her as she recalls, “I thought-
great- now I ¢an finish school. I knew there were grants, but I was
afraid my age would prevent me from being eligible. I didn’t know
about non-traditional student stams.”

“We were not rich with money, but we were rich in pride and character.”

A lot of women also worked on campus, as Maxine recalls, “People
who worked at Western made good money and it was a safe place to
work. The ladies could walk to work and take lunch at home.” Maxine
went a number of times with her grandmother who cleaned in the training
school. Jonesville was a hard working community where people looked
out for each other. As Maxine explains, “It was a precious community.
You had to live there to understand. We were not rich with money, but
we were rich in pride and character.”

The loss of their homes and the community was devastating to families
in Jonesville. Maxine remembers, “Western tried to buy the property but
people didn"t want to sell. For retired people living on social security, it
was their property, their house, and they wanted to keep it. Western went
to the State and that began a process where the State would come in and
condermn the property. You had to take what they offered you forit. So
around 1955, Urban Renewal allowed property to be bought by the State
and they sold it to Western. The last piece of property sold in 1967.”

While a justified resentment is common among former residents,
Maxine has found her own peace with Western. “I see it as history, it
happened and there is nothing we can do to change it. The people of
Jonesville fought long and hard the best way they knew how to fight. It
was the late 50s, integration was just starting in the country and you
didn’t know you could hire a lawyer to come in and fight for yow.”

Maxine was married and a mother of three children before she finished
her high school degree. In between working, PTA meetings and Little
League games, Maxine took night classes for the GED offered at her
children’s elementary school. “My children motivated me. 1 set very
high standards of myself for my children. Inever wanted thern to see me
drunk, or behaving badiy and I wanted them to see me finish school to
know that it could be done.”

By 1978, Maxine was working at Fruit of the Loom as an examiner.
One day, she saw an advertisernent for Western and it peaked her interest
s0 she filled out an application. As Maxine tells it, “T went and filled

#G.4 = frkzmhugfw

— Maxine Ray

Maxine’s first class at Western was African American Studies which
riggered her interest in Bowling Green's Black History. As she says,
“I started thinking about how Bowling Green was losing all of its
Black History” So, she began writing papers about Jonesville and
received a lot of encouragement from her professors. Her research
progressed until, as Maxine says, “I had several papers, I knew my
mom had photos in shoeboxes under the bed and I decided to do
something with i.”

Getting her first degree was a monumental event for Maxine. As she
tells the story, “It was very special to me in December 1998 when I got
my degree because the ceremony was held in Diddle Arena and that is
almost on the exact spot I was born. Twas super excited. 1just thought,
maybe I've done something my ancestors wanted me to do. By the
time I got my diploma I was in real tears, it was so sentimental. First [
had thought I would never have the chance to go to college. And then
I get there and I felt like all of my ancestors were there cheering me on
for doing this, for remembering them and not letting the memory of
them die.”

For Maxine, preserving the history of Jonesville has been a labor of
love. She wrote and received a research grant from the Bowling Green
Bicentennial Commission. She presented a slide show at the Kentucky
Museum for Black History Month. Mostrecently, Maxine has worked
with Western Kentucky University to have an historical marker
commemorating Jonesville put up near Diddle Arena. Her plans for
the future include a pictorial history of Jonesville and finishing her
Master’s degree. After that.... who knows what the future holds. Once
Maxine puts her mind to it however, you can bet it will happen. =

- Story by Shelly Drummond
Photos courtesy of Maxine Ray
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COMING FULL CIRCLE — From top left corner, clockwise
Maxine poses at 3 years old. Notice WKU’s Tennis Courts in the background.

The Butts Family — L to R: father Othello, mother Marjorie, Maxine and sister
Vivian pose in front of family home in Jonesville, 1948.

L to R: Maxine, 7, grandfather Robert Edison and Vivian, 14. This photo, taken in
1952, reveals WKU’s old Agricultural Barn on the outskirts of Jonesville.

Maxine was born in this, her grandmother’s house. The house and car teil of
Jonesville’s prosperity. Diddle Arena now stands where this house once did.

In the Jonesville of
Maxine’s childhood the
church was the center
of everything. This
photo from 1943 shows
the members of Mt.
Zion Baptist Church in
their-Sunday best.
while the building was
destroyed, the church
thrives still today.

Ancestors and family
look on as an emoticnal
Ray receives her degree
frormn WKU. The
ceremony was held in
Diddle Arena, almost on
the exact spot where
she was born.
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-once thriving small
.community, gets
its place in history

By STEVE GAINES

The Daily News

. sgaines@bgdailynews.com/783-3268

Jonesville once was a tight-knit

black community in Bowling Green,

baxt it disappeared

when the state

° bought its land

for Western Ken-
tucky University
in 1968,

bave its place in
history marked
Toesday when
the state installs a
historic marker
where the com-
mumity was estab-
lished in 1881.
The comrouni-

oy encommpassed

an area from
where E.A. Did-
die Arenz now

~ stands to the rail-

road overpass on
Russellville Road.

Maxine Ray, a
Western graduate
student in folk-
lore stadies, grew
up in Jonesville
and bhas vivid
memories of life
there.

Daity News/Joe Imel

Jonathan Jef-
frey, special
collections

librarian at
the Kentucky
Library, shows
a collection of
pictures from
Jonesville, a
community

that was dis-
placed when
Westem Ken-
tucky Univer-
sity expanded.

‘0,

“There were
67 homes in Jonesville that just went
out of existence,” Ray said. “Tt was
Just a real close-knit community.”

Jonesville was like a small Bowling
Green, she said.

“There were two churches — Mount
Zion and Salters Chapel — two grocery
stores, three beauty shops, an elemen-
tary school and several businesses in
Jonesville,” Ray said. “We had every-
thmBg we needed right there,”

ut an urban renewal program con-
demned the property.

“When we wouldn't sell, the state
came in and condemned the property,”
Ray said. “Urban Renewal sold the
property to Westem for its expansion
plan.”

Growing up in the segregated
South, Ray and her friengxse were
barred from many of Bowling Green's
recreational areas, so they made do
with what they had in Jonesville.

“Our parents made sure we had
recreation,” Ray said. “Because of
segregation, you couldn’t go many

.places

Ray said she really didn’t know
what was on the other side of The Hill

“We had everything we needed in
the community,” she said. “We were
really protected and sheltered there.”

Ray has worked for the past year
and a half to get a historical marker for
Jonesville. The ceremony dedicating
the_maﬁcerwillbeath.m.'Ihesdayat
University Boulevard and Big Red
Way.




@ ur gmz‘z’tm/e 90.'

Dr. Gary Ransdell and
Western Kentucky University
Lana Flynn, Office of President
Executive Administrative Assistant
Laura Harper Lee, Education Curator
Kentucky Museum
Monica Burke, Assistant Director
Minority Student Services, Western Kentucky University
Jonathan Jeffery, Special Collections
Kentucky Library
Nancy Baird, Kentucky History Specialist
Kentucky Library
Michael Ann Williams
Professor, Folk Studies Depariment
Western Kentucky University
Maxine Ray, Jonesville Historian
Graduate Student, Western Kentucky University
James C. Codell Ill, Secretary
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet ,
Lancie Meredith, Branch Manager ‘
Traffic and Permits, Bowling Green nghway Office
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
Kevin Graffagnino, Director
Kentucky Historical Society
An Agency of the Education, Arts and Humanities Cabinet
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SJor information about the program contact:

Dianne Wells

Kentucky Historical Sociely
100 West Broadway
Frankfort, KY 40601-1831
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RS Telephone: §02-564-1782
Fax: 502-564-0475
E-mail; Dianne.Wells@mail. state.ky.us
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Historical Marker
for

JONESVILLE

CJuesday, Alpril 10, 2001
2:00 p. m.



KENTUCKY HISTORICAL HIGHWAY MARKER

Marker #2052
JONESVILLE

This African American community
was founded after the Civil War.

it was bordered by Dogwood Dr.,
Russellville Road, and the raiiroad
tracks. The community grew to
include several hundred residents,
an elementary school, businesses,
and two churches. Frame and
hand-hewn stone houses lined
the streets of Jonesville.
Presented by Westem Kenfucky University

JONESVILLE

The lives of most residents of this

close African American communify
revolved around church, school

and family activities. In the

late 1950s Jonesville was one of

two areas In Bowling Green

designated for urban rensewal. By

1968 the state had acquired the

land and sold it to the universily.
Presented by Western Kentucky University

Locatton: Western Kentucky University campus,

Universily Boulavard & US 68/80,
Bowling Green, Warren County

Welcome
Invocation

Music

Remarks

Dedication Address
Comments

Music

Unveiling of Marker

PROGRAM

Dr. Gary Ransdell, President
Western Kentucky University

Rev, Porter Bailey
First Baptist Church, Rockfield

John Edmonds

Dianne Wells, Manager
Historical Highway Marker Program -
Kentucky Historical Society

Sandy Jones, Mayor
City of Bowling Green

Mike Buchanon, Judge Executive
Watren County

Jonathan Jeffery
Special Collections/Kentucky Library

Lancie Meredith, Branch Manager
Traffic and Permits
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

Bobby W. Austin, President & CEO
Village Foundation

Maxine Ray, Jonesville Historian
Graduate Student WKU

John Edmonds
Jonesville Descendants

Fanny M. Loving, Marjorie Buits,
Dan Taylor, Herschel Austin, Sr.



BOWLING GREEN

Marker honors

old black community
A Kentucky Historical Soci-

ety highway marker was un-

veiled yesterday at Western

Kentucky Umiversity in honor

of the black community of
Jonesville, which once existed

‘where part of the campus is lo-

cated today. ‘€& J

Jonesville was “our strip of
heaven,” former resident Bob-
by W. Austin said at the cere-
mony. Y feny

The marker notes that the
community was founded after
the Civil War. It also says that
in the late 1950s, Jonesville
was designated for urban re-
newal and that by 1968, the
state had acquired the land and
sold it to the university.

WKU used the 30-plus acres
for Diddle Arena, Smith Stadi-
um and other facilities.



By the Daily News

A Kentucky Historical Soci-
ety Highway Marker was
unveiled Tuesday on Western
Kentucky University’s campus
to remember the black commu-
nity that once thrived in the area
near University Boulevard and
Big Red Way.

Jonesville was “our strip of
heaven.” former resident Bobby
W. Austin said in dedicating the
marker.

“In our hearts we will carry
always the love. the dedication.
the patience and the goodwill of
the citizens of Jonesville,”
Austin said.

Austin, 2 WKU alumpus and
president of Village Foundation.
also paid tribute to Jonesville
historian Maxine Ray, a WKU
graduate student, for her dili-
gence in making Tuesday’s cer-
emony a reality and in keeping
the community's history alive.

The text on one side of the
Jonesville historical marker

I

L h
.€losc African Amerlean commurilt.

- revolved around church,

;ond l'a;ni:y -activitles, 'l‘:hte!?c'
- late 19505 Joneaville wasong of
SUtwe arcan: bn Hawling Green
designated farurban reme
19G8 the

ny community’s
roots remembered

he lives 68 most rosldint I
.

reads: “This African American
community was founded after
the Civil War. It was bordered
by Dogwood Drive, Russellville
Road and the railroad tracks.

The community grew to
include several hundred resi-
dents, an elementary school,
businesses and two churches,
Frame and hand-hewn stone
houses lined the streets of
Jonesville.”

The other side reads: “The
lives of most residents of this
close African American commu-
nity revolved around church,
school and family activities.

In the late 1950s, Jonesville
was one of two areas in Bowling
Green designated for urban
renewal. By 1968, the state had
acquired the land and sold it to
the wniversity.”

Western used the 30-plus
acres to build Diddle Arena,
Smith Stadium and other facili-
ties.

Daily News/Clinton Lewis

Maxine Ray (above)
talks about her time
growing up in Jonesville.
Some of the communi-
ty’s oldest residents (top
photo} including Fanny
M. Loving (from left),
Herschel Austin Sr,, Dan

" Taylor and Marjorie Butts
read the new marker.




Freeport endangered

by transpark project

I wouid first like to applaud
Maxine Ray and others for
their work and dedication in
seeing to it that the story of
Jonesville is not forgotten.

While from one perspective,
there 1s little that can make up
for the tragic transformation
of the Jonesville community
into sports fields and parking
lots, the recent dedication cer-
emony for the Jonesville his-
torical marker is a significant
step in establishing
Jonesville’s place in local his-
tory.

For those who were unable
to attend the ceremony, I
should also add that it was a
particularly curious and ironic
display by Bowling Green
Mayor Sandy Jonmes, Warren
County Judge-Executive Mike
Buchanon, and Westem

Dm '<1 Newss

. brating

. Freeport. .

Kentucky . University
President Gary Ransdell.

On one hand, they are cele-
“the - spirit of
Jonesville” while on the other,
actively  supporting  the
destruction of the mnext
Jonesville: The community of

Freeportis'a small African-

¢ American community estab-

lished, like Jonesville, at the
end of the Civil War.

Whereas Jonesville was in
the way of the expansion of
WKU, Freeport, located just
outside of _QCakland, les
directly in the path of the
Inter-Modal Transportation
Authority’s (ITA) proposed
Kentucky Trimodal Transpark.
The transpark would eventual-
ly be a 4,000-acre industrial
park with (am) attached air-
port.
Unlike Jonesville, it is not
yet too late to halt the destruc-
tion of Freeport.

For those who don’t want to
see Freeport (or Oakland)
turned into & historical marker
by a project, ... let Buchanon,
Jones and Ransdell know how
you feel. To them we should
say, “Freeport not Airport!”

Josh Niesse

Bowling Green
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Bowling Green resident Maxine

-

jcture a communiry where doors could

stay unlocked and swangers were wel-

comed for a heaping helping of South-

ern hospitality. including a meal and a
place 1o sleep.

The entire community raises its children,
They can play anywhere in the neighborthood
and. if they get into mischief. their parents wil}
know about it before the children get home.

The church is the center of the communicy
and the neighborhood’s residents learn about
everything from Bible stories to etiquette,
Families gather there for various fun activites,
including wiener roasts. where people stand
with unraveled clothes hangers. hot dogs stuck
on the tips over an open fire.

It may seem like a fantasy 1o people today.
but 10 the residents of Jonesville — a black
community that thrived in the area near Uni-
versity Boulevard and Big Red Way from 1881
to 1967 — it was a reality.

“My mother always called it “God’s linle
acre.” " said Maxine Ray. a former Jonesviile
resident who worked 1o get state recognition

Ray stands on a hill overcoki

AN SRR W

Black History Month
hRe \--‘-"'Ifr;.';‘r"’;' [\-(‘“?“\'k v

A five-part Daily News series

Inside: soth anniversary of Brown
v. Board of Education brings added
enthusiasm to Black History Month.
Page 11A

for the former communiry. “To us. it was the
pertect plage,™

Eswblished after the Civit War. Jonesville
ran from Dogwood Drive to the railroad under-
pass. It had a Methodist and a Baptist church,
grocery siores. three beauty shops. a restau-
rant. ice house, gas station. dendst. several
stonemasons and its own sanitaton pick-up.

It was a comununity of entrepreneurs.” said
the Rev. Porter W. Bailey. a former Jonesville
resident who is now pastor of First Baptst

Y

ng what used to be Jonasville. The black community thrived for aimost a
century befors being transtormed by urban renewai and eventually taken up by Western Kentucky University's sports facilities. .

" looking at historic black communities. <

. ! I3

A historical marker on University Boulevard |
unveiled in 2001, is all that remains gf theff - .
Jonesville community. ¥ £ \

Rockfield. "My mother had a )
You had anything you wanted.” ?
That was important to a commhuni
existed during the years of segregation
couldn’t go to many Bowting Green
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JONESVILLE, from 1A

Western Kentucky University.
where many Jonesville residents —
including Butts and Ray — worked.

“We weren't allowed in the
Boys Club and Girs Club,” Ray
said. *So all extracurricular activi-
ties centered around the church.
We had mother-daughter teas,
father-son banquets. They taught
etiquette.”

Police didn’t have any reason to
go 1o Jonesville, Bailey said.

- “We had no keys to houses. We
didn"t have to lock up cars,” he
said. “ft was a very respectable
neighborhood, and people respect-
ed you”

Parents in Jonesville made sure
thar their children dido’t want for
anything, said Marjorie Buits,
Ray’s mother.

“They didn’t have the finest
things, but they had everything
they needed.” she satd.

Butts remembered holiday cele-
brations in Jonesville. She and her
family would have five days of
Christmas dinners in a different
relative’s home each night On
July 4, they would mark festivities
with watermelon and a case of soft
drinks.

*I still do that.™ she said.

Former Jonesville resident
Nedra Smith said she used to enjoy
the free weekly show put on by the
Dr Pepper Co.

“They picked a neighborhood

and put up a screen in the clearing
and showed movies,” she said.

The key 1o the community’s
SUCCESS Was Comununiry,

“The family tes — everybody
that came out of there cherished
that” he said. “Jonesville made
men and women out of us.”

That manre strength was need-
ed in the late 1950s, when every-
thing in Jonesville came to a halt.

The community was one of two
areas in Bowling Green designated
for wban renewal, and by 1968,
the state had acquired the land and
sold it to the growing unjversity.
Jonesville's 30-plus acres ended
up being used to buildDiddle
Arena, Smith Stadium and other
facilites.

“It was like you were waking up
in 2 nightmare.,” Ray said.
“Nobody wanted to sell. We had
no choice. The state came in to
condemn the property. but there
were no shotgun houses, no slums.
Everybody owned their property.
They were kept up.”

Butts witnessed the demolition
of one of the churches and the dev-
astated tears that streamed down
the faces of others from Jonesville
who had come t0 see the last
moments of their neighborhood.

“They bulldozed the church to
the railroad tracks and set it on
fire,” she said, pushing her hands
in the motion of the big machinery.

-y - .

—
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Life went on, though, as
Jonesville residents found new
homes and pew lives, -

“A lot of people bettered them-
selves, had better homes.” Bailey
said. “Most of the people I knew
had some college. None of them
went 1o jail.”

Now all that's left of Jonesville
is a historical marker, erected in
2001, that reads: “This African
American community was found-
ed after the Civil War. It was bor-
dered by Dogwood Drive, Russel-

Iville Road and the railroad .

wacks.

“The lives of most residents of
this close African American corn-
munity revolved around church,
school and family actvities.”

Despite the disappearance of the
community, Jopesville continues
to live in the hearts of its former
residents. E

“I"ve lived all over the country,
but there's no place like
Jonesville.,” Baiey said. “This is
bome forme” *
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