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Daniel A. Belongia is associate professor of music and interim director of bands at Illinois State University.
He holds the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in wind conducting from Michigan State University, where he was a Kenneth G. Bloomquist Fellow. Prior to this, he served as teaching assistant in wind conducting at the University of Miami Frost School of Music, where he earned the bachelor and master's degrees in music education and performance.  As a public school band director, Dr. Belongia taught at the middle and high school levels in Florida and Texas.
Dr. Belongia was the recipient of the School District of Lee County Fine and Performing Arts, "Teacher of the Year" award, and has been included in the Who's Who Among America's Teachers publication several times. As trombone soloist, he can be heard on the University of Miami Wind Ensemble compact disk, New Music for Winds and Percussion, and his articles have been published in the Journal of the World Association of Symphonic Bands and Wind Ensembles, the Journal of The International Society for the Investigation and Promotion of Wind Music, the Instrumentalist Magazine, Keynotes Magazine, and multiple volumes of the Teaching Music through Performance in Band and Teaching Music Through Performance in Beginning Band reference series.
Dr. Belongia has presented clinics at the regional and national conventions of the College Band Directors National Association, and is an active adjudicator, guest conductor, and clinician throughout the United States and abroad. Professional affiliations include the College Band Directors National Association, National Band Association, The Conductor's Guild, the National Association for Music Educators, Pi Kappa Lambda, and he is proud to hold honorary memberships in Kappa Kappa Psi and Tau Beta Sigma. His greatest affection is his wife Jill, daughters Jennifer and Allison, and son Jack!
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Stanley F. Michalski, Jr., Distinguished Emeritus Professor of Music and Conductor of Bands at Clarion University of Pennsylvania forged a distinguished career spanning sixty years as a conductor, educator, performer and clinician-adjudicator throughout North America and Europe.  Currently, Dr. Michalski is serving as Coordinator of Music for the Diocese of Charlotte, North Carolina and Adjunct Professor of Music at Winthrop University where he serves as Associate Conductor of the Winthrop/Carolina Wind Orchestra.
Michalski received his B.S. Degree, cum laude, in Music Education from the Pennsylvania State University in 1956.  In 1958, he was awarded a Master of Education Degree and earned the Doctor of Education Degree from the Pennsylvania State University where he was selected as the first candidate for the Band Conductor Assistantship Program under Dr. James W. Dunlop.  Prior to his professorship at Clarion University, Dr. Michalski served as Supervisor of Music in the public schools of Harrisburg, PA from 1956 to 1958, and from 1959 to 1961, held a similar position in Mifflintown, PA. 
               In 1973, Dr. Michalski was elected into the membership of the prestigious American Bandmasters Association, the professional association of master conductors and musicians.  In the same year, he served as President of the Eastern Division of the College Band Directors National Association.  Dr. Michalski has served as tuba soloist, clinician-adjudicator, and guest conductor in forty-three states, Canada, Australia, Mexico, and Europe where he served as conductor for the International Youth and Music Festival in Vienna for six years.  His conducting assignments have included concerts throughout Austria, Switzerland, Germany, Holland, England, and France.  He has also served as guest conductor with the U.S. Air Force Band, the U.S. Marine Band, the U.S. Army Band (Pershing’s Own), the Armed Forces Bicentennial Band, and the U.S. Army Field Band.  
                He is a charter member and past president of Phi Beta Mu, National Honorary Bandmasters Fraternity and extremely active in numerous professional organizations.  The School Musician Journal, in April 1976, selected Dr. Michalski as one of the ten most outstanding Music Directors in the United States.  More recently, Dr. Michalski was awarded the Citation of Excellence by the Executive Committee of the National Band Association in recognition for his numerous contributions to bands and band music; and in 1978 and 1981, he was the recipient of the Clarion University Distinguished Faculty Award.  Phi Beta Mu, the National Honorary Bandmasters Fraternity, honored Dr. Michalski in May of 1982 by selecting him as the Outstanding Bandmaster in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.   At the annual meeting of the Clarion University Alumni Association in May, 1986, Dr. Michalski was the recipient of the Distinguished Faculty Award and in November of 1985, Kappa Kappa Psi, National Honorary Band Fraternity, awarded Dr. Michalski the coveted A. Frank Martin Award in recognition of his contributions to music - an award presented to eight individuals in the past twenty years.  In December 1991, Kappa Kappa Psi again honored Dr. Michalski by selecting him to be the nineteenth recipient of the Distinguished Service to Music Award and Medal of Honor in recognition of his invaluable contribution to the growth and development of the modern college and university band. 
Dr. Michalski is a member of the Artist/Clinician/Conductor staff of Jupiter Band Instruments, Inc., manufacturers of band and orchestra instruments, located in Austin, Texas.  Currently, Dr. Michalski is serving as the Coordinator of Instrumental Music for the Mecklenburg Area Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Charlotte, North Carolina.
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Mary Kurth currently teaches in the Ketchikan Gateway Borough School District, as an instrumental and vocal music teacher. Originally from Wisconsin, Mary moved to Alaska in 1985. Mary holds a Bachelor of Music Education degree from the University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire and a Master of Music in Conducting from Southern Oregon University. 
Along with her teaching duties, Mary has been a guest conductor and clinician with the Region II Music Festival in Cordova, several Anchorage Elementary Honor Band Festivals, and conducted the pit orchestra for the First City production of Anything Goes.  She also has been an active performer with the Anchorage Symphony Orchestra, Anchorage Opera Orchestra and currently, the Ketchikan Community Concert Band.
Mary is a member of the National Association for Music Educators, Alaska Music Educators Association, Alaska Band Directors Association, National Education Association, and Alaska Education Association. She was honored with the Outstanding Alaska Music Educator of the Year Award in 2001.
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Mr. Jay Dawson
Jay Dawson is a native of Nashville, Tennessee. His teaching experience includes six years in public schools and one year at the college level. For three years he taught summer graduate courses at VanderCook College in Chicago.
Mr. Dawson was a French Hornist for ten years in the Nashville Symphony Orchestra before becoming assistant conductor for three years. During his time he was also conductor of the Nashville Youth Symphony.
Active and widely known as an arranger and composer, Mr. Dawson's works have been published by Shawnee Press, Hal Leonard Publications, and Arrangers' Publishing Company, of which he is president.
Mr. Dawson has written and consulted for Opryland USA, the 1982 Worlds Fair (Knoxville), Memphis Blues Brass Band, the Bluecoats Drum and Bugle Corps, and countless high school bands across the country.
He was Pipe Major of the Nashville Pipes & Drums for 15 years, and is an avid amateur highland bagpiper.
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