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FAFSA application season approaches
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Financial aid professionals are encouraging students to prepare to fill out the Free

Application for Federal Student Aid for the 2018-19 school year, which becomes available

Oct. 1.

Although it can seem daunting, students don’t need to throw away money to fill out the

free form available at fafsa.ed.gov. Many area high schools are hosting workshops, and

Western Kentucky University offers free assistance with the FAFSA.

“If they come to us, we can ease their burden,” said Michelle Shutt, the coordinator of

WKU’s Educational Opportunity Centers program. Shutt said her program’s services are

free and said they aren’t limited to aspiring WKU students. “We can help anyone apply for

any school.”

Students should apply as soon as possible, Shutt said, because some types of financial aid

can be depleted after being distributed on a first-come, first-served basis.
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“If they are Pell eligible it’s imperative to come and do your FAFSA early,” said Shutt,

referring to federal Pell grants intended for students who need it to pay for college.

Kentucky’s College Access Program Grant, which can award up to $1,900 to students in

need, can also be depleted, Shutt said.

Filing a FAFSA is also important for working students, Shutt said.

“You must have the FAFSA filled out if you want an on-campus job,” she said.

Shutt encouraged students to get ahead of the process and get an FSA ID, which allows

access to Federal Student Aid’s online systems and can serve as an applicant’s legal

signature.

“The most important thing is to have their FSA ID prepared,” Shutt said. “They need to

have their FSA ID ready with their correct personal identifiers and the correct tax

information.”

Appointment scheduling with the Educational Opportunity Centers is available by calling

270-745-4441.

2017-2018 
College Grants
See If You Qualify for a 
Grant Worth Up to $5,920 
Per Year.

CompareTopSchools.com

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmSFnPwCwWau0DITBngTExqPwBtaA34BL0qKWivAFwI23ARABINyU9QFgyb7SiPyjhBegAZWKmu8DyAEBqAMByAPLBKoE9gFP0FRFZ6xqzPvjFaTjJYXgS68Ctzrvz5HudZstZF0ONGkvrAqDBSYC4g1bFTfRmoDy5uGeIjbP9ycm21DebjHwDj9BYWHOZISOobsYnslIYEfxo28aARyeddhJ8y7TFkwYxojaWEu4Ai_GJv6PKjmECvtAe6EMdIITUx_JdQ61D9_mDYQFKGnwQgD-vzEkfSqxiCZ-JPX7A4Bzq1GlXNTr1KHxdgWIRfrRaBhwAtkmUZc47hS8_rBK5aLf-G8CXyfSV6Z0_npy8sjDbanbG1vYOSi1SW9NVwZf389ea6z_qyj3SwrpTfffW0WJIgUSp3tvOrykNJGAB_i6yi-oB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGAKxCbDF8cBv_4R22BMM&num=1&sig=AOD64_32441F4bG4hsE9iXYiz6_nZDs00A&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3F%26%26ds_e_adid%3D210010884233%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dd%26%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttp://www.comparetopschools.com/grants-and-scholarships/default23.aspx%3Faffiliate_code%3Dcts_gdn_sag%26subid%3Dwww.bgdailynews.com%2Bc%2B%2Bd%2B210010884233%2B680784695%2B48288630851%2Brda
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CmSFnPwCwWau0DITBngTExqPwBtaA34BL0qKWivAFwI23ARABINyU9QFgyb7SiPyjhBegAZWKmu8DyAEBqAMByAPLBKoE9gFP0FRFZ6xqzPvjFaTjJYXgS68Ctzrvz5HudZstZF0ONGkvrAqDBSYC4g1bFTfRmoDy5uGeIjbP9ycm21DebjHwDj9BYWHOZISOobsYnslIYEfxo28aARyeddhJ8y7TFkwYxojaWEu4Ai_GJv6PKjmECvtAe6EMdIITUx_JdQ61D9_mDYQFKGnwQgD-vzEkfSqxiCZ-JPX7A4Bzq1GlXNTr1KHxdgWIRfrRaBhwAtkmUZc47hS8_rBK5aLf-G8CXyfSV6Z0_npy8sjDbanbG1vYOSi1SW9NVwZf389ea6z_qyj3SwrpTfffW0WJIgUSp3tvOrykNJGAB_i6yi-oB6a-G9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGAKxCbDF8cBv_4R22BMM&num=1&sig=AOD64_32441F4bG4hsE9iXYiz6_nZDs00A&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3F%26%26ds_e_adid%3D210010884233%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_e_device%3Dc%26ds_e_network%3Dd%26%26ds_url_v%3D2%26ds_dest_url%3Dhttp://www.comparetopschools.com/grants-and-scholarships/default23.aspx%3Faffiliate_code%3Dcts_gdn_sag%26subid%3Dwww.bgdailynews.com%2Bc%2B%2Bd%2B210010884233%2B680784695%2B48288630851%2Brda


Aaron Mudd
Education reporter. Covers education and related issues, focusing primarily on the Bowling Green and Warren
County public school districts and Western Kentucky University.

John Bergman, the southwestern Kentucky outreach counselor for the Kentucky Higher

Education Assistance Authority, will help students and families interested in filing the

FAFSA through several area workshops throughout October.

The workshops are limited to seniors in high school, current college students and adults

interested in attending college for the 2018-19 school year.

“We can do a FAFSA within 30 minutes,” Bergman said.

Students and families can get more information by emailing Bergman at

jbergman@kheaa.com.

Nearby workshops and their dates include:

The Warren County Public Library main branch from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Oct. 3.

Warren Central High School from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Oct. 9.

Warren East High School from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Oct. 11 and from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Oct. 12.

Warren County Area Technology Center from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Oct. 13.

Greenwood High School from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Oct. 17.

South Warren High School from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Oct. 18.

Bowling Green High School from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 19 and Oct. 20.

– Follow education reporter Aaron Mudd on Twitter @BGDN_edbeat or at bgdailynews.com.
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