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5-decade career ends for grocer/restaurateur Diemer

By DON SERGENT dsergent@bgdailynews.com
Mar 7, 2022

Jimmy Diemer, who made Jimmy D’s Bar-B-Que a popular local brand, is now looking for a buyer of the eatery that he built after retiring
from the grocery business.

By DON SERGENT/dsergent@bgdailynews.com

https://www.bgdailynews.com/content/tncms/live/%231
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Retirement has never been habit-

forming for Jimmy Diemer, but

maybe this time it will be a bit more

palatable for the veteran grocer and

barbecue restaurant owner.

On Friday, the 83-year-old Diemer

strolled through his Jimmy D’s Bar-

B-Que restaurant next door to the

Crossroads IGA grocery store at 5499

Scottsville Road.

He gave birth to both businesses and

still owns the real estate – success

enough to make any entrepreneur

proud. But on this day Diemer grew

wistful as he looked at shelves and

coolers he must now clear out.

After nearly two decades in the

barbecue restaurant business he

entered as a second career after

“retiring” from the grocery business,

the end has come for Diemer.

Any doubts were put to rest just over

a week ago, when a sign placed on

the door of his restaurant announced

that it had closed, ostensibly because

he had no workers to man it.

MORE
INFORMATION

After 55 years
with company,
Gipson to retire
as Houchens
CEO
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The man who started working in his

father’s grocery store at age 10 and

who rubbed elbows with such

prominent local entrepreneurs as

Jimmie Gipson and Buster Stewart

has now found himself, maybe for

the !rst time since his elementary-

school days at St. Joseph School, with

time on his hands.

“I started working for my dad at the

D&F Market on Adams Street,”

Diemer said. “I swept the "oor,

stocked groceries and sacked

potatoes.

“Then I was able to work in the meat

department as a butcher. I was

fortunate to have all these

experiences. I loved to work.”

After graduating from Bowling Green

High School in 1956, Diemer

continued to work at his father’s

store while also studying at both

Bowling Green Business University

and Western Kentucky University.

By 1972, Diemer had earned his

business degree at WKU and had

come to a crossroads.
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“I had been doing the same thing all

my life,” Diemer recalled. “I felt like I

should be doing something else.”

He looked for opportunities in

Nashville and other areas but

“couldn’t !nd anything suitable.”

So Diemer decided to suit himself.

“I decided I needed to go into

business for myself,” he said. “I

started looking for grocery stores.”

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CKxLnfgcmYpmjIdv6BPH-n8gDx_nuymjbz_O7mQ-R7-Lnjg4QASDclPUBYMm-0oj8o4QXoAG496-cKMgBAqgDAcgDyQSqBOICT9AqzADwv4ZA7qaakWb_r3JWv3bAu5GeEahbQ-u7mWmsLYpIZwxtSpgrf1oDoE2brqGR8mENjLeP02_fFJJyK754scx2JSjAauZ9psjOGurX5AC6PeryKJ3L0IqID3Hi8PPKZ4l0x5fRoH4vVIg89LHivK6pW2F0_H5PaLoipwOXodWJY7v3LMpjrj1d3WQZX-f44E-OebtpKozRQzjtrMPNt0cQ-0Afv11LwSREKUoF7aIfebHZ9V4M9hVSyjBT1N6EBJvTKIG1ROgVg2ZdYq5GGbDwRB_ljJySvgvAO9HmyMlOy9vo6_pF__FPiwnvh-CS8LTXIud_LSgTJHQFBhXsnjNAsKnB7dg-7qj_WplheYePge-suSG4cW7X-guA_caSmQiwfiW3RDMUHSNs48AOJ3B0tyJpId2SJ1sZp6MyFnsw7IKWoNKoOqnQS1GZwYoev5WiiVpPyj5Fz5ormQZgwASmsIGB2gOgBgKAB7ivgPwCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf_nrECqAffn7EC2AcB0ggHCIhhEAEYH7EJfYFYQZdR1NOACgGYCwHICwG4DAHYEwzQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSPwCNIrLMoQY6YUCti-w8LXM-HTlkHbYEyfWomtVACoacV1n_u4WGGjzCxDBMWZcbKW28kD66nDFVFmLCKNv-dxgB&sig=AOD64_2-b1cFd0A73_N7a33BHBhPAAeL_w&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=17&adurl=https://hairlavie.com/lp/how-to-long-thick-lashes-gdn?tr=nzqzYjZ&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImdrqvoy09gIVWz0BCh1x_wc5EAEYASAAEgJ1yPD_BwE
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He found one in 1975 at the corner of

Broadway and Magnolia, leasing

space from Charlie Campbell in the

!rst Diemer’s Market.

Building his reputation on the fresh

produce he was able to bring in,

Diemer grew that grocery store to the

point that he had to buy adjacent

acreage for extra parking.

“That store was terri!c,” Diemer said.

“It was heaven on earth.”

The store’s success was such that

Diemer decided to expand onto

property he had bought at the corner

of Scottsville Road and Plano Road.

Working with a couple of up-and-

coming builders (Stewart and his

brother-in-law Bill Richey), Diemer

https://bgdailynews.com/tncms/tracking/bannerad/clicks/?rd=www.bgdailynews.com&i=ros/fixed-big-ad-middle-asset2/442368b6-6f0d-11ec-a44f-835d88621be4&r=https://www.frontierbasementsystems.com/
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was able to open a second store in

what was then a rural part of the

county.

“A guy asked me why I wanted to go

out in the country and build a store,”

Diemer said. “But we hit it lucky. I put

in gas pumps, and that worked out

real good. We opened in 1983 and

started years of constant growth.”

After a !re damaged the Broadway

store in 1985, Diemer decided to

concentrate exclusively on the

property along Plano and Scottsville

roads, eventually adding self-storage

buildings.

The grocery store’s growth caught

the attention of another successful

entrepreneur, Houchens Industries

CEO Jimmie Gipson, and led to

Diemer selling the business to

Houchens in 2005.

His barbecue business, though, was

just beginning after being launched

out of Diemer’s grocery store.

Specializing in smoked pork,

homemade side dishes and banana

pudding, Jimmy D’s earned a
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following for its takeout meals and

catering.

“The barbecue business has been

terri!cally successful,” Diemer said.

“We even catered for customers in

Lexington, Owensboro and even out

of state.”

The once-booming business is now

silent, with Diemer and his small

sta# now managing only the self-

storage business; but the man who

ad-libbed in a radio ad the “It’s habit-

forming” line that would become his

restaurant’s catch phrase hopes to

keep the eatery’s legacy alive.

Diemer has contracted with a

business broker, aiming to !nd a

buyer who can make a habit of

satisfying customers.

“It will take somebody who likes to

work and will treat customers right,”

Diemer said. “It’s not going to be easy,

but I’m not !xing to sell it to

somebody who won’t do it right.”

– Follow business reporter Don Sergent on
Twitter @BGDNbusiness or visit
bgdailynews.com.

http://bgdailynews.com/
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