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One man’s vision turned into major produced
water conference
Woodcock's concern for grandchildren drove e!ort
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Jim Woodcock, chair for the Permian Basin Water in Energy Conference, says wanting to ensure his grandchildren had access to fresh
water prompted him to organize the Permian Basin Water in Energy Conference.
Tim Fischer/Midland Reporter-Telegram

From The Web Promoted Links

SUBSCRIBE: 99¢

Skip to main content

https://www.mrt.com/business/
https://www.mrt.com/business/oil/
https://www.mrt.com/news/local/article/Loop-250-ramps-near-SH-191-closing-to-be-16993880.php
https://www.mrt.com/news/local/article/What-s-the-deal-with-MCT-Summer-Mummers-16997394.php
https://www.mrt.com/news/local/article/MCT-about-Mummers-We-felt-the-need-for-greater-16998579.php
https://www.mrt.com/entertainment/music/article/Save-the-Date-Snoop-Dogg-to-perform-as-DJ-16994798.php
https://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article/Analysts-A-number-of-constraints-hinder-efforts-16991864.php
https://www.mrt.com/sports/highschool/article/HS-BASEBALL-Double-play-duo-sparks-Big-16997587.php
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=1725496104385026&link=https://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article/One-man-s-vision-turned-into-major-produced-16991811.php?utm_campaign=CMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=referral&name=One%20man%E2%80%99s%20vision%20turned%20into%20major%20produced%20water%20conference&description=Wanting%20to%20ensure%20his%20grandchildren%20had%20fresh%20water,%20Jim%20Woodcock%20found%20others%20shared%20his...&picture=https://s.hdnux.com/photos/01/21/36/62/21359803/3/rawImage.jpg&redirect_uri=https://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article/One-man-s-vision-turned-into-major-produced-16991811.php?utm_campaign=CMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)&utm_source=UTMSOURCE&utm_medium=UTMMEDIUM
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article/One-man-s-vision-turned-into-major-produced-16991811.php?utm_campaign=CMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)&utm_source=t.co&utm_medium=referral&text=One%20man%E2%80%99s%20vision%20turned%20into%20major%20produced%20water%20conference&via=mwtnews
mailto:?subject=Your%20friend%20has%20shared%20a%20Midland%20Reporter-Telegram%20link%20with%20you:%20&body=One%20man%E2%80%99s%20vision%20turned%20into%20major%20produced%20water%20conference%0A%0Ahttps://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article/One-man-s-vision-turned-into-major-produced-16991811.php?utm_campaign=CMS%2520Sharing%2520Tools%2520(Premium)&utm_source=share-by-email&utm_medium=email%0A%0AWanting%20to%20ensure%20his%20grandchildren%20had%20fresh%20water,%20Jim%20Woodcock%20found%20others%20shared%20his...%0A%0AThis%20message%20was%20sent%20via%20Midland%20Reporter-Telegram
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvEUl_41bLS7IPyhB6nuKiMac_MNB2cS5Mwl14GfWLy-VrzyiMx6l1OZUHyWtZqPMCqAawHHUoWG0QGk4ZNqTfXQFcmkOaIWnDLqX5_Cf9LivL50dLP6hSVeSPI9477ee7fk1Gid3w0pqcWxDHsPLxHEq_2miEUYK6rVdF08K2GhBe7p3kqKiD_epomxT3vO37Y_lW-S3GSg_Nq5Tx2miWSYE3fzL8YxVRXeRe8QEc4mQYioD9qPf9f8H25NtIMjNo8rJshIc9c7l3RvLcV3v9xX1d4AjaztY-IZwmF9zNu9Rax7qazi-TLajC0xzM&sai=AMfl-YTm-8R9Cq6zbgt62pOH1VObLMa2psL5l6RWXCVB6d1RaBk3RWqrA45gBn1lwymmxyg7ZG4ckEH-CW0rovTgoAEdgYPEx5rHqr91xoLObG2vIUABBpUJC6j_cPVYK4cy0PxBVSVrB3afUXRuq88q4wcY&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEpTIyfL933K&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://alldredgegardens.com/?utm_source=TCP&utm_medium=Digital&utm_campaign=March-Digital_3.1.22
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=hearstlocalnews-mrt&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-f:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails%20-%20Redesign:
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstEv_67hcjqQLtpnhnM5NM88XgFX4UuQFQEmgRLxobuntAtcbmnJsHhodmMvnP24-bLRSnBBed9r7izjHqFSSnyUw0WeNtuA9IKRJJSSKDc_WPLNSKAZu5LCJ66Pipy-pqW7CTJeVStvU1kPTu53nljQES4VLGg4O8xXL3Me66DYqsu3BJph1St0eIgnYbVqfP9aKLrRUk6uAIorUUm9BzRWnzIizSy9NaeYvXyVRj6cuCHpNlFtZEY4uEI7mfu8_y5RXfI6JDg5rqOTmW-JCcFUk_0VZmglrTMT3PtNQbjBi4uRxOtMENt8nn90nA&sai=AMfl-YS2rOuoJHhzk-wqlhoTy4GbDqnpzU-CD02tpjvUIt95nR5A2mTHkhHZMYT9Oq2yi-vZ0vxBEb_0j0WKojAgCmBQJVnr5f6JxyQaHVCD8ZPxLxtqzywyteZW1Hgxh4XYNw4Ap1ogFUr1mWo6C2oEHBgm&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJ2s7tg4WYwG&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://alldredgegardens.com/?utm_source=TCP&utm_medium=Digital&utm_campaign=March-Digital_3.1.22&nm=3
https://subscription.hearstmediatx.com/checkout/698/1470/?offerid=698&origin=button&variant=399&siteID=MP_MR&returnUrl=https://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article/One-man-s-vision-turned-into-major-produced-16991811.php


3/14/22, 8:42 AMOne man’s vision turned into major produced water conference

Page 2 of 6https://www.mrt.com/business/oil/article/One-man-s-vision-turned-into-major-produced-16991811.php

Several hundred people flocked to the Midland Horseshoe last month to

examine the myriad issues around water and the energy industry’s use of

the resource.

The Permian Basin Water in Energy Conference attracts speakers and

attendees from industry, academia and government, but it is the brainchild

of one man who was startled to realize his grandchildren might not have

access to fresh water if they continued to live in Midland.

“I was at a 2017 Chamber of Commerce meeting and some of the top

producers were talking about drilling 25,000 wells over the next five years,”

recalled Jim Woodcock, who served as chairman of the conference. “With

that number of wells and all the water used to drill and complete them, and

on top of that all the agricultural use. That all comes from the same aquifer.”

Woodcock decided that the issue needed close examination. As a member of

the University of Texas Permian Basin board and member of UTPB’s

Business Advisory Council, he brought up the issue. After some

consideration, it was decided to launch the annual Permian Basin Water in

Energy Conference. 

“We found a lot of people are anxious to discuss the water situation,” he

said.
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When the first one was planned in 2018, he said organizers expected 150

would register and hoped 100 would actually show up. Shortly after the

conference was announced, 450 community members registered to attend.

After taking a break last year due to the pandemic, organizers streamlined

the conference from three days to two.

“I think it’s migrated to talking about the real issues facing the industry,”

observed Woodcock. He said he has seen the conference grow to include

presentations on reuse and recycling technology, ways to put produced

water to beneficial use outside the oil industry, and seismicity and fault

lines.

“Things have come up that we never thought about, like carbon dioxide

floods meeting water floods,” said Woodcock. “We discussed that; it appears

it will be an issue down the road.”

He said he is pleased UTPB’s John Ben Shepperd Leadership Institute will

oversee the conference. He is proud that the conference has provided over

$1 million in economic impact and has provided scholarships for UTPB.
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Originally interested in geology, Woodcock switched to economics in his

junior year at Western Kentucky University. After graduating in 1964, he

went to work for Xerox Corporation, holding various positions, including

worldwide director of training for the office products division. He left Xerox

in 1979 to purchase Hy-Bon Engineering, an engineering and compressor

manufacturing firm that was purchased by Cimmaron Energy in 2019.

When he purchased the company, Woodcock said Hy-Bon was primarily

focused on the domestic market. He expanded into international markets,

doing business in Libya, Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in the Middle East as

well as South America.

He detailed how his early interest in capturing gas that would otherwise be

vented or flared benefited Libya. At the time he was working with the

nation, it was the wealthiest country in Africa, producing over 3 million

barrels of oil a day. But it would flare 40 million cubic feet of natural gas, he

said, because it was almost 700 miles from the oilfields to Benghazi on the

coast. By installing Hy-Bon equipment, he said several thousands of barrels

of natural gas liquids were captured to be sold.
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Summer Mummers is THE fundraiser for
MCT, collecting around $500,000 during
those 28 shows for...

JC BASEBALL: Chaps split
Sunday DH at NMJC but win
series
The Midland College baseball team split its
Sunday doubleheader at New Mexico
Junior College but...

MCT about Mummers: We
felt the need for greater
involvement
Editor’s Note: The following came from a
news conference held this a"ernoon at
Midland Community...

One man’s vision turned into
major produced water
conference
Wanting to ensure his grandchildren had
fresh water, Jim Woodcock found others
shared his concern.

RRC implements operator-
led plan to reduce seismicity
Permian Basin producers and the Railroad
Commission have worked together to put
together a...

Analysts: A number of
constraints hinder efforts to
grow US...
Despite the calls to increase domestic oil
production, a number of constraints
hinder just how...

Companies uncertain
without official text of rules
EPA is apparently awaiting public
comment and will use that feedback to
cra" new methane...

City sales tax is up 28% in
second quarter
Midland County’s sales tax collection
remains nearly 66 percent greater than last
year.

TPPF: There was less to learn
from pandemic-era policies
By the end of 2021, only Texas and three
other states that ended the "bonuses"
early had regained...

Perryman: Advance the
technologies to burn
conventional fuels...
Renewables can be implemented neither
rapidly enough nor with adequate
consistently to meet...
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