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WKU to add mask mandate on Monday

By AARON MUDD amudd@bgdailynews.com
Aug 4, 2021

In an email to faculty and sta!,

Western Kentucky University

President Timothy Caboni announced

Wednesday that everyone on the

university’s campuses will be

expected to wear a mask indoors,

e!ective Monday.

“Beginning Monday, August 9,

everyone on WKU’s campuses will be

expected to wear a mask indoors. I

know this will come as a

disappointment to some but will allow

us to continue with a normal semester

in light of the spread of the delta

variant in our communities,” Caboni

wrote in the campuswide email.

Timothy Caboni
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The move comes in advance of

updated guidance from the

university’s Coronavirus Task Force,

which Caboni noted is slated to be

released “in the days ahead.”

“As the COVID-19 pandemic evolves,

the Coronavirus Task Force, in

coordination with public health

o"cials, continues its work to protect

our campus community and preserve

the WKU Experience. In the days
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ahead, the Task Force will release

comprehensive guidance for the fall

semester,” Caboni wrote in his

message.

“... The Task Force will continue to

monitor appropriate variables and to

determine when masking will again

become optional for vaccinated

individuals,” Caboni added.

His message to campus emphasized

the health and safety of students,

faculty and sta! as the university’s

highest priority and urged the

unvaccinated to get the shot.

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CeY_oytQLYYiWHO36o9kP3aS04AyA6-K0Y8Lbg-H6DZaCzYWIFhABINyU9QFgyb7SiPyjhBegAZK_6ogDyAECqAMByAPJBKoEpgJP0JSuyfldEvK6Mj9AX_34iXwuf3gsK5NGz7cCaTnZ7BCguSmhOQY5AHVX_WKCFfze5PUUOUBGSeTHAAng4UUia4s98vqWxmTZ6aMGR3vM_18gE8TUaXKU9L2zUt23eYdq72DiJTJEbb9Qm-hKRr8VnNVnBqG3t36MSDKonIPd7dNWnUL1YE1SVdslBODf68PgxFkdBzxbb4wikk2yRI1-XcSLh6um8a2bD30SfCjXv13MTwCIC27D4Q62wIEP0KaRej3zvMssLdRS30ZloxOW9nOhW_S2Rh-yLjGHBBlzF37Wc-jbShoZW7sVwQ-ep0Iqgfot1JZzbH4iXwjjgsNSovkLla-DFr3JDhI3RvQDhK215fRcbsJD2vJAuN0lQ3f_k7QBaMfABNWZ3dm5A6AGAoAH1sCVd6gH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAtgHAdIIBwiIYRABGB-xCeNPZ-MKuTIUgAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASFeRoF4esCHzkwrBUgETpazetOeZXBQ&sig=AOD64_0psV-NDnaqQiOzKrzduRXBihJQSg&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=17&adurl=https://1md.org/lp/how-to-stop-liver-toxins-gdn-1?tr=pN6WyLp&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIiKO5veyZ8gIVbf0oBR1dEg3MEAEYASAAEgLYl_D_BwE


8/5/21, 7:09 AMWKU to add mask mandate on Monday | News | bgdailynews.com

Page 4 of 6https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/wku-to-add-mask-mandate-on-monday/article_ace766ba-5c55-5e4d-9c9e-f06eae60894b.html

“Vaccines remain one of the strongest

deterrents to viral transmission and

serious symptoms or complications ...

” Caboni wrote.

Previously, Caboni had publicly stated

his wish for campus life to return to a

mostly pre-pandemic normal this fall

semester, which is slated to kick o!

for students on Aug. 23. However, the

fast-spreading delta variant threw a

major wrench in those plans.
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Earlier this week, WKU spokesman

Jace Lux told the Daily News in a

statement that the university won’t

require students to prove that they’ve

received the coronavirus vaccine

when classes begin.

“At this time we are not requiring

proof of vaccination status. As the

COVID-19 task force continues to

solidify plans for the fall semester,

that information will be

communicated to the campus

community,” Lux told the Daily News.

“Our COVID 19 task force will

continue to evaluate and implement

safety measures and will inform the

WKU community of any changes

before the start of the fall semester.

Currently, our expectation is that if
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someone hasn’t been vaccinated, they

will wear a mask while indoors on

campus,” Lux said.

WKU’s Healthy on the Hill website,

which lays out the university’s

response to the pandemic, goes

further, stating that “WKU strongly

encourages, but will not require,

COVID vaccinations for students,

faculty and sta!.”

– Follow education reporter Aaron Mudd on
Twitter @NewsByAaron or visit
bgdailynews.com.
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