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Hilltoppers in position for strong finish

BY JIM PICKENS Messenger-Inquirer
Feb 18, 2020

Surprising even their most die-hard supporters, the Hilltoppers of Western Kentucky have battled
through an adversity-filled basketball season to emerge as a contender for the Conference USA

championship.

Despite the loss of 6-foot-11 All-American candidate Charles Bassey on Dec. 7 to a season-ending leg
injury, despite the NCAA denying a waiver for immediate eligibility to Lipscomb transfer guard Kenny
Cooper, despite a recurring back ailment that has cost graduate guard Camron Justice significant

playing time, and despite an ultra-thin bench WKU is right there — poised to take a crack at the title.

Western head coach Rick Stansbury and his staff deserve plenty of kudos for keeping WKU in

contention during a season that has featured circumstances that would derail most programs.
The Hilltopper players, of course, deserve the most credit.

“These guys just grind, and they deserve a lot of credit — they’ve had to fight through a lot,”
Stansbury has said. “What we’ve been through has pulled this group closer together, and our players

understand that it takes all of us being at our very best in order to have success.
“It’s been a real challenge, but our guys have responded to the challenge the right way.”

Last week’s sweep through Texas of UTEP and UTSA pushed WKU to 18-8 overall and 11-3 within the
league — just a game behind front-running North Texas, a team the Hilltoppers defeated 93-84 in the

conference opener on Jan. 2 in E.A. Diddle Arena.

The Toppers qualify as hot, having won four games in a row and nine of their last 11.
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“We just need to keep taking it one game at a time, that’s all you can really do,” said 6-foot-5 senior
swingman Jared Savage, who willed WKU past UTSA 77-73 in overtime on Saturday in San Antonio,
producing 24 points and 16 rebounds to earn C-USA Player of the Week honors. “We have to stay

focused, stay together — that’s what it’s going to take to keep winning.”

The best news of all, however, is that Western’s weary warriors have a full week between their most

recent game and their next one — and rest will likely be at the top of the agenda.

On Sunday, C-USA announced its “bonus play” schedule — designed to enhance schedule strength

for the upper-tier teams — for the final four games of the regular season. The Tops play their first two
games at home — Saturday against Charlotte and the following Thursday (Feb. 27) versus Louisiana

Tech (CBS Sports Network). Then, WKU hits the road for its final two — March 1 at North Texas (CBS
Sports Network) and Feb. 7 at FIU.

A lot is at stake the rest of the way, including the program’s first NCAA Tournament appearance since

2013 — which will require the Hilltoppers to win the C-USA Tournament in Frisco, Texas.

Beyond this, WKU has an opportunity to capture its 43rd conference championship (only Kentucky

and Kansas have won more) and win 20 games in a season for the 46th time (seventh-best all time).

After Bassey was lost for the season, prospects looked bleak for any of this being a possibility — but

the Hilltoppers have persevered with passion.

“These guys continue to battle, my goodness, they battle,” Stansbury said of his undermanned,

undersized club. “Every time out, they give it all they’ve got, and that’s all you can ask for.”
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jpickens

Foundations For Oily Skin That Won't Budge All Day Long. Research Foundation
Powder For Oily Skin.

Yahoo! Search | Sponsored

2019 Jeeps near Bowling Green and Which One Is for You

Kelley Blue Book | Sponsored


https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/users/profile/jpickens
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%207:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%207:
https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?hspart=yahoo&hsimp=yhs-mn4a&p=best+oily+skin+foundation+powder&type=3Px31C0
https://www.kbb.com/jeep/?psid=99800&siomid=2100005346

The Top Lawyers of 2019 in Kentucky

Lawyers | Search Ads | Sponsored

IRS Unveils New Way To Get Tax Relief For Taxpayers in Financial Hardship.

FreshStartinfo.org | Sponsored

Top Doctor Warns Against Abdominal “Deep” Fat (And How To Get Rid Of It)

LCR Health | Sponsored

Enter Any Name, Wait 105 Seconds, See Instant Results

Truthfinder | Sponsored

These 8 Online Degrees Are Perfect For Seniors (Pick Your Favorites)
DID U KNOW Reviews | Sponsored

This Device Relaxes Tight Neck Muscles

NeckRelax | Sponsored

Funerals for Monday

Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer

Court denies appeal of man in Whitesville shooting

Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer

Battaile's versatility coming up big

Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer

These 8 Online Degrees Are Perfect For Seniors (Pick Your Favorites)
DID U KNOW Reviews |

Enter Any Name, Wait 105 Seconds, See Instant Results

Sponsored


https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%207:
http://click.clktraker.com/aff_ad?campaign_id=6824&aff_id=8905&hostNameId=2951&utm_source=cpc&aff_sub=280538310&aff_sub2=1104731&aff_sub3=The+Top+Lawyers+of+2019+in+Kentucky&aff_sub4=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F320a866505c3980f73dd829c6e155ccc.jpg&aff_sub5=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSEnRhcHN0b25lLWxhd3llci1zYw&source=townnews-messenger-inquirer
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%208:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%208:
https://freshstartinfo.org/new-program-offers-up-to-90-reduction-of-tax-debt/?utm_campaign=FSI&utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Native&utm_term=LR1st&utm_content=Pilot
http://livecellresearch.com/cmd.php?ad=856985&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%209:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%209:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%209:
http://goto-image.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10347&trvx=2c60915c&h=19&ia=people26-2&t202kw=ta-bg-019-p26-2&c1=townnews-messenger-inquirer&eid=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSDmNvbnN1bWVyLWRhaWx5
https://www.diduknow.io/?id=L16&artid=219&aid=4&oid=3599&sub=TA&state=all&ad=11&snadid=2871019698&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&site=townnews-messenger-inquirer&tid=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSFGFkbmV0LXN0dWRlbnRsb2FuLXNj&tsid=townnews-messenger-inquirer&adid=2871019698
https://grallight-nisual.com/43f47a27-aaf6-4c4e-b524-f0135c3e0961?site=townnews-messenger-inquirer&site_id=1104731&title=This+Device+Relaxes+Tight+Neck+Muscles&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=3624936&campaign_item_id=2882346034&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fa6e62c84ba7bc675dc557c7750f8a21e.jpg&pixel_ref=neckrelax&click_id=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSIGxvZ2ljbWVkaWFwZXJmb3JtYW5jZS1jbGlwcGVyLXNj
https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/obituaries/funerals-for-monday/article_aeb3664e-8e82-5953-b144-ba360e9cd3aa.html
https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/news/court-denies-appeal-of-man-in-whitesville-shooting/article_e05acecd-1607-5dd9-a24f-9deac9034060.html
https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/sports/local/battaile-s-versatility-coming-up-big/article_52355e64-16f9-59fd-9901-ea6dce3f703d.html
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%207:
https://www.diduknow.io/?id=L16&artid=219&aid=4&oid=3599&sub=TA&state=all&ad=11&snadid=2871019698&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&site=townnews-messenger-inquirer&tid=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSFGFkbmV0LXN0dWRlbnRsb2FuLXNj&tsid=townnews-messenger-inquirer&adid=2871019698
http://goto-image.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10347&trvx=2c60915c&h=19&ia=people26-2&t202kw=ta-bg-019-p26-2&c1=townnews-messenger-inquirer&eid=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSDmNvbnN1bWVyLWRhaWx5

Truthfinder |

Sponsored
This Device Relaxes Tight Neck Muscles
NeckRelax |

Sponsored
Never Give Any of These 3 Ingredients to Your Dog
Dr. Marty's Freeze-Dried RAW Dog Food, Nature’s Blend |

Sponsored
Two Accounts Your Bank Doesn't Want You to Know About
MyFinance |

Sponsored
Early Signs and Symptoms of Breast Cancer
Breast Cancer Treatment | Search Ads |

Sponsored

Foundations For Oily Skin That Won't Budge All Day Long. Research Foundation
Powder For Oily Skin.

Yahoo! Search |

Sponsored

2019 Jeep Cherokees May Be Surprisingly Cheap

Jeep Cherokee | Search Ads |

Sponsored

Funerals for Monday

Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer

Court denies appeal of man in Whitesville shooting

Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer

Battaile's versatility coming up big

Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer


https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%207:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%207:
http://goto-image.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10347&trvx=2c60915c&h=19&ia=people26-2&t202kw=ta-bg-019-p26-2&c1=townnews-messenger-inquirer&eid=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSDmNvbnN1bWVyLWRhaWx5
https://grallight-nisual.com/43f47a27-aaf6-4c4e-b524-f0135c3e0961?site=townnews-messenger-inquirer&site_id=1104731&title=This+Device+Relaxes+Tight+Neck+Muscles&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=3624936&campaign_item_id=2882346034&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fa6e62c84ba7bc675dc557c7750f8a21e.jpg&pixel_ref=neckrelax&click_id=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSIGxvZ2ljbWVkaWFwZXJmb3JtYW5jZS1jbGlwcGVyLXNj
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%208:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%208:
https://loadns.com/path/lp.php?trvid=10635&trvx=908bacd2&cid=411&utm_term=townnews-messenger-inquirer&taboolaclickid=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSFW1vYm54LW5hdHVyZXNibGVuZC1zYw&name=original
https://www.myfinance.com/best-savings-accounts/?utm_campaign=tba_savmf_advbatt_p-na_des_ron_aa_allcset2myfin100&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=native&utm_ntwk=n&utm_site=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_content=Two+Accounts+Your+Bank+Doesn%27t+Want+You+to+Know+About&utm_placement_id=1104731
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%209:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%209:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=townnews-messenger-inquirer&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20%7C%20Card%209:
https://www.diduknow.io/d/?aid=4&oid=3762&sub=TA&state=all&ad=8&snadid=2880731629&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&site=townnews-messenger-inquirer&tid=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSGWFkbmV0LWhlYWx0aHRyZWF0bWVudHMtc2M&tsid=townnews-messenger-inquirer&adid=2880731629
https://search.yahoo.com/yhs/search?hspart=yahoo&hsimp=yhs-mn4a&p=best+oily+skin+foundation+powder&type=3Px31C0
https://www.diduknow.io/d/?aid=4&oid=3789&sub=TA&state=all&ad=5&snadid=2882177386&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&site=townnews-messenger-inquirer&tid=CjA5NzYzMGNhZS1mZTQ5LTRhMjctOTIwZC05ZTk5YjQ0N2IyMWItdHVjdDM3ODBhYTkSDWFkbmV0LXN1dnMtc2M&tsid=townnews-messenger-inquirer&adid=2882177386
https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/obituaries/funerals-for-monday/article_aeb3664e-8e82-5953-b144-ba360e9cd3aa.html
https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/news/court-denies-appeal-of-man-in-whitesville-shooting/article_e05acecd-1607-5dd9-a24f-9deac9034060.html
https://www.messenger-inquirer.com/sports/local/battaile-s-versatility-coming-up-big/article_52355e64-16f9-59fd-9901-ea6dce3f703d.html




