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Lady Toppers' Brown training for potential pro career
WKU senior participated in scouting combine at Women's Final Four
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Buy NowWestern Kentucky Lady Toppers forward Tashia Brown (10) drives past North Texas Mean Green
guard Trena Mims (24) during WKU's 77-61 win over North Texas on Friday, March 9, 2018, at The
Ford Center at The Star. (Austin Anthony / photo@bgdailynews.com)
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As soon as Western Kentucky’s season ended, Tashia Brown switched gears to a

professional mindset.

Brown starred four years for the Lady Topper basketball team, capping it with a senior

season that pushed her dreams of playing basketball professionally within reach.
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That potential could be palpable in just over a week with the WNBA Draft approaching

April 12. If a pro career in the United States isn’t an immediate opportunity, Brown is

ready for a chance to play overseas.

Regardless, the Lady Topper senior is determined to make a professional basketball

career her new reality.

“I think pretty much the whole (senior year) I knew I had a shot,” Brown told the Daily

News on Tuesday. “A lot of times adversity would hit and I became more skeptical, but at

the beginning of my senior season was when I really realized, ‘You’ve got potential and

can go as far as you want to go.’ ”

Brown was far and away the best player this season in Conference USA. Her 22.5 points

per game was the eighth highest in the country and helped her earn her the C-USA Player

of the Year honor. Her 742 points scored in 2017-18 are the third-most in a single season.

Brown finished her Lady Topper career ranked third on the all-time scoring list and is one

of just four players to score more than 2,000 points.

She was a finalist for the Cheryl Miller Award, given to the nation’s top small forward, and

was named an Associated Press Honorable Mention All-American.

The 6-foot-1 Lake Park, Ga., native received an invitation to and participated in the

ProHoops Combine – outsourced as an unofficial scouting combine by the WNBA – last

weekend at the Women’s NCAA Final Four in Columbus, Ohio.

Brown and fellow senior Ivy Brown are the first Lady Toppers asked to participate in the

invitation-only scouting combine. Ivy Brown, who scored 1,508 points and whose 986

rebounds ranks seventh in the Lady Toppers’ career rebounding list, will not pursue a

professional basketball career.

Former Lady Toppers coach Michelle Clark-Heard, now at Cincinnati, and former WKU

assistant Melissa Kolbe were at the Final Four and watched Tashia Brown at the combine.

Heard told the Daily News last week Brown has as much working for her as any other pro



prospect.

“I think she can be an unbelievable pro,” Heard said. “Just her ability to score and the way

she worked and elevated her game. I think of course there are other players out there that

have worked and done everything, but I’m excited for her.”

Brown hopes to become the fourth Lady Topper ever taken in the WNBA Draft in just over

a week. Past WKU stars Crystal Kelley, Tiffany Porter-Talbert and Sha’Rae Mansfield are

all former draft picks that were taken in the league’s third and final round.

Recent Lady Toppers Alexis Govan (Portugal) and Kendall Noble (Germany) are currently

playing overseas.

Brown’s name appeared in a WNBA mock draft (draftsite.com) in March but has since

been projected out of the draft as more names became eligible throughout the NCAA

Tournament.

C-USA has little history with putting players in the WNBA. Jennie Simms (Old Dominion)

went in the second round of the 2017 draft, and the last C-USA player selected prior to that

was Jamierra Faulkner of Southern Miss in 2014.
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“It just gives me a lot of assurance,” Brown said. “You hear around that I have a chance to

be drafted, but actually seeing it and that someone put it out there and had my name in it,

it means a lot. It gives me a little more assurance and takes the stress away a little bit. It’s

just a good feeling.”

Because of the quick turnaround from the conclusion of the NCAA Tournament to the

WNBA Draft, Brown had to fast track her new training regimen.

Regular workouts became two-a-days dedicated to the weight room during the first two

weeks after WKU’s season. Gaining upper body strength was the goal so Brown could

keep up the strength developed during her senior year of finishing at the rim. She

attempted almost twice as many free throws as anyone else on WKU’s roster last season.

“As soon as it was over I was in the gym literally every day, in the weight room and getting

a basketball workout in,” Brown said. “Some cardio in between, just pounding it in me

because at the pro level you’ve got to do it every day. It’s just what I’m trying to get used

to.”

Brown said she was surprised with herself at just how far along she’s come in a

professional-style routine. She said most of the combine drills last weekend consisted of

5-on-5 situational workouts to see how individuals responded to certain play calls.

“Going in, I didn’t know what to expect,” Brown said. “I knew there would be a lot of good

people here and I know I’m good, but am I going to be able to compete? That first game, I

knew I fit right in with them and it stood out. I think I was very prepared.”



Elliott Pratt
Covering high school sports and Western Kentucky women's basketball for the Bowling Green Daily News.

Brown said she knew at the beginning of her senior year that a pro career was a

possibility. It became apparent in December, when she realized that 20 points per game

would get her to the 2,000-point mark for her career, that she could confidently attack

that dream.

“Confidence-wise, I think my senior year was helpful for me,” Brown said. “I knew I could

go out there and score at will and be aggressive and make plays.

“Of course, the WNBA route is the first route you want to go, but I think overseas is a great

opportunity. On the women’s side, you make more money there. I think it’d be nice to go

over there and see the world. … It’s all about taking the opportunities you get.”

— Follow sports reporter Elliott Pratt on Twitter @EPrattBGDN or visit
bgdailynews.com Ad 
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