
 
 

 How can University Libraries help me? 
 

 

 Get to know us! Our library faculty and staff 

can help you in your research process. We can 

offer you general information, key resources 

and tips that will save you valuable time.   

 You can make personal appointments with 

library faculty. Library faculty specialize in 

specific subjects and are happy to work with 

students individually on a specific subject or for 

general research purposes.  

 WKU Libraries has multiple locations. The 

Bowling Green campus has two connected main 

building and two specialized libraries.  There 

are also libraries at each of the three regional 

campuses: Glasgow, Owensboro, and 

Elizabethtown/Fort Knox.  

 WKU Libraries has many types of research 

“tools.” You can use electronic and print 

journals, books, research databases, and audio, 

and video. Your class may dictate what types of 

materials you need to access. We can help. 

 There are differences 

between general magazines, 

trade publications, and 

scholarly (peer-reviewed) 

journal articles. Many 

professors require students to 

read and comment on peer-

reviewed articles. 

 Books are arranged in the Library of 

Congress Classification System. Once you 

learn this system, it is easy to use. Library 

faculty, staff, and student assistants are close by 

to help. 

 WKU Libraries has thousands of online 

resources in the databases. You can find 

information on just about any topic in our 

databases. The one-search box on the library’s 

website allows you to access thousands of 

professional journal articles, papers, books and 

other resources. We can help you learn 

keywords, subject headings, and tips to navigate 

the endless stream of materials.  

 

 Database searching 

is different from 

Google searching.  
Learning how to 

define a topic, narrow 

it down, and select 

key words and 

phrases to search can 

be overwhelming. 

We can help you learn how to search using 

AND and OR (this is called “Boolean 

searching”). 

 There is a difference between primary and 

secondary sources in different academic 

disciplines. We can help find sources for 

specialized or general fields of study. 

 Proper citations are key for good research. 
Identifying citations from your research, 

professors, and textbooks are critical 

for all research papers.  

 It’s important to evaluate what 

you use and use the best resources 

possible! University Libraries are 

the perfect place to find items that 

are recent, relevant, and reliable. 



 WKU Libraries 

offers various 

citation style 

manuals. The most 

common ones are 

MLA style from the 

Modern Language 

Association, APA style from the American 

Psychological Association, and the Chicago 

Manual of Style. Library faculty and the WKU 

Writing Center can help you with citation styles 

and how to avoid plagiarism.  

 You can borrow books from other 

universities if WKU doesn’t have what you 

need. Our Interlibrary Loan (“ILL”) service 

borrows books, videos, and journal articles for 

you from other libraries. Because ILL may take 

a couple of weeks, you should give yourself 

enough research time to take advantage of this 

service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You can get more than just books in the 

libraries at WKU! Music, films, leisure 

reading books, and study guides are available 

at WKU. You can even borrow dry-erase 

markers for rolling whiteboards and laptops 

for use in the library. 
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