
 
 
 

Boone County Schools works with 
local law enforcement to protect students 
from threats, reassuring students even as 
the threats receive widespread attention in 
the media and online. 

Five students in the Boone County 
school district have been charged with felo-
nies this year for threats against their 
schools. All of the students were not only 
removed from school, but were either taken 
into custody or lodged at a juvenile deten-
tion center.  

Boone County High School’s admin-
istrators have a policy for handling threats 
that they come across, however they have 
not received any this year.  

Any threat against a Boone County 
School or student is taken very seriously, 
according to Boone County High School 
Resource Officer Bart White. Threats are 
counted as felonies, which used to be a ten 

day suspension, but has changed to students 
being kept in jail.  

The threat starts with the school prin-
cipal, who issues the student a ten day sus-
pension, and then reports it to the school 
resource officer.  

After that, the threat goes through the 
school resource officer, who investigates 
the seriousness of the threat. He or she then 
makes a home visit to speak with the stu-
dent who made the threat, and their parents 
or guardians.  

After that it is then up to the principal 
and the rest of the school board to deter-
mine how, if, and when the student comes 
back to school. In some cases, students will 
have to attend an alternative school before 
coming back to their original school. 

Students who make threats tend to be 
kept in jail longer than before. They tend to 
be jailed for seven days or more, depending 
on the case, White said. 

Even as threats receive more atten-
tion in the media and online, the system of 
handling these threats has helped many 
students at Boone to feel as if they are safe 
at school.  

Boone junior Baylee Gallenstein said 
that threats made against schools in Boone 
County are dealt with appropriately because 
of the fact that they are treated as a federal 

offense. She doesn’t worry much about 
them, as she feels as if they are often 
“empty threats” in the first place. 

Junior Casey Collins, on the 
other hand, takes threats against her 
school very seriously. 

“A threat should be a severe 
punishment because that’s threaten-
ing to murder someone,” Collins 
said.  

Collins believes that any 
student who makes a threat 
against their school should serve 
jail time, and be tried as an 
adult.  

Boone principal Tim 
Schlotman said that he is ulti-
mately in charge of everyone's 
safety and students and staff 
are “one-hundred percent 
safe” at all times while on 
campus. 

Schlotman said that 
the administration always 
encourages students to 
report any threat that they 
hear, even if they report 
it anonymously. 

 “If you see some-
thing, say something,” 
he said. 
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When Boone students returned to school 
from summer break, one of the first changes 
they may have noticed was the addition of a 
blue banner in the library that reads “In God 
We Trust.” 

The banner is a direct result of House 
Bill 46. Sponsored by Rep. Brandon Reed of 
Hodgenville, the law requires the national 
motto to be displayed in a prominent location 
in all Kentucky schools.  

The bill passed through the House with 
a vote of 72 to 25 on Feb. 27, and was institut-
ed at the start of the 2019-20 school year. 

Boone County legislators Adam Koenig, 
C. Ed Massey, Sal Santoro, and Diane St. 
Onge all voted for the installation of the na-
tional motto in Kentucky schools. Senator 
John Schickel voted against the bill when it 
reached the state senate. 

Under the bill, the form of the motto is 
not limited to banners.  

Boone principal Tim Schlotman said 
that it was ultimately the decision of the cen-
tral office to purchase the banner and place it 
in the library.  

Schlotman then declined to comment on 
any questions regarding his personal stance on 
the law. 

The bill’s sponsor sees a need for the 
motto in schools. 

“In a time of rampant drug use, increas-
ing school violence, and mounting cases of 
suicide among our youth, we need God in our 
schools now more than ever,” Reed told the 
Lexington Herald-Leader in an interview. 

Reed did not respond to any of The 
Rebellion’s attempts to reach out for an inter-
view regarding his opinions and reasons be-
hind initiating the bill. 

“In God We Trust” has been the coun-
try’s national motto since 1956, and is fea-
tured on a variety of platforms nationwide.  

However the motto, and more specifi-
cally the banner, has brought forth some con-
troversy.  

Juniors Nathan Nguyen and Savannah 
Briedis said that the banner does not affect 
them personally, but that it could offend oth-
ers.  

“I feel that school and religion should be 
separate,” Briedis said. “For someone who 
doesn’t (believe in God, the bill) may be dis-
tracting or make them feel uncomfortable.”  

Nguyen believed that the concept of the 
bill was not a great idea for public schools and 
would instead make more sense in a private 
school, where more students have similar 
religious beliefs.  

Senior Claudia Read said she strongly 
disliked the banner because the belief in God 
is “not a universal concept.” 

She did, however, appreciate that the 
motto was seemingly hidden away in the li-
brary, rather than in the lobby or commons.  

History teacher Alison Sutton thought 
that it was a unique choice to put the banner in 
the library, and that it “makes (her) wonder if 
citizens know about it.” 

Sutton also said that she tries not to 
notice the banner, but that she does “wonder 
how students who don’t worship a Christian 
god feel (about the motto being on display).” 

“I think if (the bill) is what the peoples’ 
legislature has passed, (then) that’s (what is) 

supposed to represent the peoples’ opinion,” 
Sutton said. 

In the end, however, Sutton said that it 
is not her place to comment, but if people 
have a strong opinion on the issue, then they 
should contact the school board.  

The vast majority of the students inter-
viewed did not show strong feelings one way 
or the other about the banner. That was more 
or less how junior Binta Ba felt. 

 “I don’t think (the banner) is offensive 
because it’s on money, so people are used to 
seeing it,” she said.  

Ba is Muslim and said that she saw no 
issue or offense in the banner, nor had she 
paid much attention to it. 

‘In God We Trust’ banner required by state law 
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The national motto, “In God We Trust,” is displayed on a banner in the school library  to comply with House Bill 46, which became a 
law last year with the support of every Boone County politician. 
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Most students indifferent 
to new bill which requires 
national motto in schools 
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Threat management policy helps students feel safe 
Students who threaten 
violence against schools 
charged with felonies 
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