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Dr. Jerod Hollyfield is an assistant professor, and an award-

winning filmmaker and undergraduate mentor. He teaches 

a number of English classes, like ENG 100 and Honors ENG 

200, but his two primary passions in academia are film and 

postcolonial literature. He teaches ENG 388, a self-created 

survey of Postcolonial Literature and Theory, and FILM 

486, a Film Studies Capstone. 

He has published a number of works that have shown up 

in journals, as well as edited collections like World Cinema 

and the Visual Arts (2012) and Postcolonial Film: History, 

Empire, Resistance (2014). Dr. Hollyfield’s current book 

project is “Adapting Empires: The Victorian Novel and the 

Postcolonial Filmmaker in Hollywood,” which joins all of 

his passions for literature, film, and postcolonial theory 

into one major theme.  

Dr. Hollyfield is well-known as a professor who invests a lot into the potential of his students. 

Many students have had the opportunity to work with him on out-of-the-classroom film 

projects. If not one of his own ventures, he is always more than willing to provide other 

possible avenues for a student to gain hands-on experience, like submitting to the Zephyrus or 

The Ashen Egg, starting or participating in projects at WKU, or perhaps trying their hand at 

something outside of the University altogether. 

He has directed a number of films that have been shown at film festivals, one being A Dream 

Come True in New York City, a short film showcasing the talents of actors with disabilities. 

Among his film-making repertoire, he also directed the official video for the English 

department, which you may have already seen on the department’s home webpage. All in all, if 

someone wants to learn the ins and outs of making their own film, Dr. Hollyfield is the one to 

talk to. 

Despite his reputation as a professor who genuinely invests in the success of his students, Dr. 

Hollyfield was not always drawn to the aspect of teaching; he was much more interested in 

print journalism. It wasn’t until later in his academic career that he began to veer towards 

teaching, and has since stuck with it, which we can all be thankful for. His love and passion for 

teaching is evident to anyone who has benefited from his classes, and especially from his one-

on-one mentoring.  



Maggie Woodward, just one of his student mentees, says about Dr. Hollyfield, “[He] has been 

an incomparable mentor to me. He actively pursued academic opportunities he thought would 

benefit me, and it is because of his efforts—especially his encouraging me to apply for the FUSE 

grant—that I have attained any of the success I've found in graduate school and beyond… I am 

beyond grateful to him.” 

He was particularly enthusiastic about the effects of the first ever English Convocation this past 

August. It allowed others to hear from students and professors alike to really show what the 

department offers. He mentions that it did well in promoting the department’s involvement 

with student research and its willingness to provide different opportunities for ambitious 

students to gain experience.  

With that in mind, Dr. Hollyfield advises students to, rather than get caught up in the endgame, 

as is so easy to do, focus instead on the immediacy of what’s around you. “Take the less 

glamorous opportunities and learn from that experience—learn the business side [of what’s in 

store].” 


