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Dr. Sandra Hughes is a professor who brings a 
uniquely vibrant atmosphere into her classes. Dr. 
Jones says that the first word that comes to her mind 
at the mention of Dr. Hughes is “enthusiasm.” A 
grand lover of Nathaniel Hawthorne—she named her 
much-loved Labrador Sophia Pawthorne, which is a 
play on the name of Hawthorne’s wife—and Edgar 
Allan Poe, she can easily be said to enjoy and embrace 

the darker side of literature. And she brings a great humor to it that students often find 
refreshing. She has even taught (and, given the chance, would greatly wish to teach 
again) a class on the literature of torture. She currently teaches ENG 100, ENG 200 
(Honors), American Literature Survey I, and has taught subjects that range from studies 
of Transatlantic Gothic Literature to Poe, Melville, and Hawthorne. She also regularly 
teaches American Studies and American Short Story and has taught a number of study 
abroad courses, in Japan and Italy. 

Dr. Hovet says about Dr. Hughes, “When students have taken a course from [her], it is 
certain that they will come away with highly entertaining stories and details about the 
authors and texts that they study - especially if those authors happen to be Poe or 
Hawthorne! But,” he continues, “As I have discovered when her students are also in my 
courses, it does not matter who they are studying. Dr. Hughes gives students a deep 
appreciation of the nuances of reading, research, and writing...” 

Dr. Hughes recently traveled to Japan for the Nathaniel Hawthorne Society conference 
that she organized. It brought together four different author societies: two from 
America and two from Japan, attended by a total of 180 individuals from 15 different 
countries. 

As this might show, she has a great love for Japan. She lived and taught there for three 
years (1993-96) and has continued to visit in the years since. In fact, mingling her tastes 
for dark literature and the culture of Japan is a great lens into her character for those 
who might not know her. That dualistic enjoyment in the serene and the grotesque is a 



central element of who she is, which helps to explain her great love for Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, a man whose works are riddled with horror and beauty.  

In reflection of her tastes, Dr. Hughes is currently working on a paper that is exploring 
the connection between Poe and a current famous Japanese author by the name of Hirai 
Taro who was greatly influenced by Poe—so much so, that he took the pen name 
“Edogawa Rampo” in order to reflect the sound of the American author’s name in 
Japanese.  

Aside from, again, wishing to bring back Literature of Torture to the WKU English 
department, Dr. Hughes is also excited that our short-lived Cherry the Squirrel mascot 
lives on, even if only as a ghost. In fact, her gothic tastes might reveal she prefers the 
ghost. 

Dr. Hughes advises all English students to “Read, read, read! Read and think about 
uncomfortable subjects.” 


