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SPED 531 – Advanced Prescriptive Teaching 

Fall 2017 Syllabus

Instructor: Gail Kirby, EdD 

E-mail: gail.kirby@wku.edu Phone: 270-745-3746 

Class Location:  Web 

Instructor’s Office Hours:  M: 12:00-3:00; T: 9:00-12:00; W: 9:30-1:00; online daily 

*Note: This document and other class related materials are available at 
https://blackboard.wku.edu. 

 
Course Description:  Adapting the learning environment to the learner. The identification and 
modification of various aspects of specialized learning environments are examined. 
 
Prerequisites:  SPED 515 
 
Learning Outcomes:  Upon completing this course, students will be able to:  
 
1. Design and plan lessons for inclusive classrooms (CEC 1, 2; KY Initial 1, 2) 
2. Write Individual Education Plans for a fictional student with disabilities (CEC 5; KY Initial 

2, 8) 
3. Demonstrate understanding of and utilization of information from contextual factors, 

classroom climate, and behavioral issues within their written lesson plans (CEC 1, 5; KY 
Initial 2, 6, 8) 

4. Demonstrate implementing and managing instruction with students with disabilities through 
a videotaped lesson (CEC 5; KY Initial 2, 6) 

5. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of using assessment and progress monitoring to 
inform instruction (CEC 4; KY Initial 4, 5, 7) 

 
Textbooks and Required Materials: 
 
Thousand, J. S., Villa, R. A., Nevin, A. I. (2015). Differentiating instruction: Planning for 
universal design and teaching for college and career readiness. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin. 
 
ISBN: 978483344454 
 
Ricci, M. C. (2013). Mindsets in the classroom: Building a culture of success and student 
achievement in schools. Waco, TX: Prufrock Press, Inc. 
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Major Course Topics: 
 
This course is designed to provide teachers of children with high incidence disabilities an array 
of instructional managerial methods/strategies that reflect current best practices. The adaptation 
of the learning environment, particularly in the regular education setting, is emphasized. 
Kentucky Teacher Standards are addressed in this course, in particular Standards 3, 4, and 5.   
 
Kentucky's Teacher Standards for Preparation and Certification - Find full explanation of each 
standard:  
http://www.kyepsb.net/teacherprep/standards.asp  
 
CEC Initial Standards:  
http://www.cec.sped.org/Standards/Special-Educator-Professional-Preparation/CEC-Initial-and-
Advanced-Preparation-Standards?sc_lang=en 
 
Description of Course Assignments: 
 
1. Discussion Board Module 2: Defining Research-based, Scientifically-based, and Evidence-

based instruction – After reading the articles in the links and your initial post, respond to two 
peers  

2. Discussion Board Module 3: Two part discussion regarding Ricci’s 2013 Mindset in the 
Classroom 

3. Discussion Board Module 4: Retrofit Framework and Universal Design for Learning: 
Differentiation 

4. Discussion Board Module 5: Mindset in the Classroom: the importance of developing critical 
thinking skills 

5. IRIS Module: Classroom Assessment/Progress Monitoring Activity 
6. Writing IEPs 
7. Developing quality lesson plans: The Explicit Teaching Model 
8. The Teaching Event: Video Taped Research-based Lesson Plan Project 
9. Values and Assumptions Paper 

 
Course Grading and Evaluation: 
 

Assignment Name Point Value Due Date 
Discussion Board Module 2: Defining Research-
based, Scientifically-based, and Evidence-based 
instruction 

25
See Blackboard for dates 

 

Discussion Board Module 3: Two part discussion 
regarding Ricci’s 2013 Mindset in the Classroom 

25
 
 

Discussion Board Module 4: Retrofit Framework 
and Universal Design for Learning: Differentiation 

25
 
 

Discussion Board Module 5: Mindset in the 
Classroom: the importance of developing critical 
thinking skills 

25
 
 

IRIS Module: Classroom Assessment/Progress 
Monitoring Activity 

100
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Writing IEPs 100  
Developing quality lesson plans: The Explicit 
Teaching Model 

100  

The Teaching Event 100  
Values and Assumptions Paper 100  
  
  
TOTAL 600  

 
 
The following represents the grade equivalent for accumulated points: 
 
A = 600-558 (93-100%) 
B = 557-480 (80-92%) 
C = 479-420 (70-79%) 
D = 419-360 (60-69%) 
F = <359        (<60%) 
 

Attendance and Participation Policy: 
 Regular monitoring of blackboard is essential to your success in this course. The 

professor will make regular announcements and clarify instructions, provide additional 
resources, and remind you of due dates etc. through the Announcements Page and Email  

 Projects and assignments must be completed within the timelines specified on the 
syllabus. LATE is not acceptable and is subject to a penalty past the due date – no matter 
the reason. This is to be fair to those who have their assignments in at the proper time.  

 Extra credit to improve low grades is not granted. The focus MUST be on the completion 
prior to the due date of the course requirements as stated in the syllabus.  

 Each participant is required to complete all discussion boards and projects. All word 
processing documents MUST be typed double spaced WORD format and grammatically 
correct. Please don’t assume that spell check is accurate.  

 Each participant is required to complete all assignments as posted on Blackboard. 
 Rubrics for each assignment will be posted to the Blackboard course site the first week of 

class.  
 
Please note: No student will receive an A if there are missing assignments. No exceptions. I have 
found that students will work to reach a 92.5% and then stop working in the course. If you do 
this, you will not receive a grade of A.  
Also note that I do not round up at any point in the grading system unless you have earned a final 
grade of 92.5% with ALL assignments in and ON TIME. 
 
A Grade of C or higher must be earned in this course in order to take subsequent exceptional 
education course work. 
 
Student Disability Services:  In compliance with University policy, students with disabilities 
who require academic and/or auxiliary accommodations for this course must contact the 
Student Accessibility Resource Center located in Downing Student Union, 1074.  The phone 
number is 270.745.5004 [270.745.3030 V/TTY] or email at sarc@wku.edu.  Please do not 
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request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a faculty notification 
letter (FNL) from The Student Accessibility Resource Center.  
 
Statement of Diversity:  We believe that diversity issues are of major import to student and 
school success.  We fundamentally believe in and support the value of heterogeneous groups and 
the richness of benefits when students are involved with diverse populations, settings, and 
opinions.  This course is designed on the basic assumption that learning is something we all 
actively engage in by choice and personal commitment.  The format of this class will be a 
community of scholars, each with their rights and responsibilities of membership.  We will not 
tolerate immoral, illegal, or unethical behavior or communication from one another, and we will 
respect one another’s rights to differing opinions. 
 
Plagiarism:  To represent written work taken from another source as one's own is plagiarism. 
Plagiarism is a serious offense.  The academic work of a student must be his/her own.  One must 
give any author credit for source material borrowed from him/her.  To lift content directly from a 
source without giving credit is a flagrant act.  To present a borrowed passage without reference 
to the source after having changed a few words is also plagiarism.  Students who commit 
plagiarism or any other act of academic dishonesty will receive a failing grade for the course and 
may be subject to dismissal from the program.  Student work may be subject to review and 
checks using plagiarism detection software. 
 

ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCE RELATED TO 
EDUCATION PREPARATION  

(EPSB Program Level Requirements) 
 
Course Required P-12 Classroom Observation or Clinical Experiences: 
 
(If none, put “N/A” and delete the table below. For others, use the table below to provide the 
number of observation hours and check each type of experiences candidates have during those 
hours.  Note:  The table categories are those that the KY EPSB requires each program to have as 
outlined by 16 KAR 5:040 Section 3(3).) 
 

Total Number of Hours:  25 
EPSB Required Candidate Experience Types - 16 KAR 5:040 Section 3(3)

(a) Engagement with diverse populations of students which include: 
1. Students from a minimum of two (2) different ethnic or cultural groups of 

which the candidate would not be considered a member;  
 

2. English language learners;  
3. Students with disabilities; and   
4. Students from the following grade levels: 

 Elementary  
 Middle School  
 Secondary  X 

(b) Observation in schools and related agencies, including: 
1. Family Resource Centers; or 2. Youth Service Centers  
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(c) Student tutoring  
(d) Interaction with families of students;  
(e) Attendance at school board and school-based council meetings;  
(f) Participation in a school-based professional learning community; and  
(g) Opportunities to assist teachers or other school professionals. X 

 

Course Assignments and Experiences Related to:  
 
 The Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS) 
The discussion board experiences ensure each candidate’s knowledge/proficiency of the 
Kentucky Academic Standards. In order to complete the assignments, the candidate must show a 
depth of knowledge. 
 
 The Kentucky P-12 Curriculum Framework and P-12 Assessment System to Guide 

Instruction 
 
Candidates will be participating in developing an IEP meeting where the complete information 
of a fictional student is used to diagnose and prescribe design special instruction for student 
learning. 
 
 Candidates Using the KAS Framework in Lesson Planning 
 
Teaching Event 
 
 Candidates Using Formative and Summative Assessments Related to Kentucky P-12 

Curriculum Framework 
 
Unit Plan; Developing quality lesson plans: The Explicit Teaching Model 
 
Course Assignments Serving as an Education Preparation Program “Key Assessment”:  
 

Key Assessment Areas Assessment Name 
1: Content Assessment  
2: Other Assessment of Content Knowledge  
3: Assessment of Professional Capabilities  
4: Clinical Experiences Measure of Teaching Proficiency  
5: Measure of Candidate Assessment Proficiencies  
6: Candidate Ability to Diagnose and Prescribe for Personalized 
Student Learning 

 

7: Application of Content Knowledge/Pedagogical Skills 
(Instructional Practice) 

 

8: Assessment of Literacy Outcomes 

Operational Stance 
Concerning Content-Area 
and Discipline-Specific 
Literacies 

9: Dispositions Disposition Form 
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Course Experiences and Assessments Addressing Learned Society (SPA) Standards:  

Council for Exceptional Children Initial 
Standards (2015) 

Course Experiences and Assessments 

1. Beginning special education professionals 
understand how exceptionalities may interact 
with development and learning and use this 
knowledge to provide meaningful and 
challenging learning experiences for individuals 
with exceptionalities. 

Discussion Boards;  
Teaching Event 
Writing the IEP 

2. Beginning special education professionals 
create safe, inclusive, culturally responsive 
learning environments so that individuals with 
exceptionalities become active and effective 
learners and develop emotional well-being, 
positive social interactions, and self-
determination. 

Teaching Event 

3. Beginning special education professionals use 
knowledge of general and specialized curricula 
to individualize learning for individuals with 
exceptionalities. 

Developing quality lesson plans: The 
Explicit Teaching Model; 
Teaching Event 

4. Beginning special education professionals use 
multiple methods of assessment and data sources 
in making educational decisions. 

Teaching Event; 
Writing the IEP 

5. Beginning special education professionals 
select, adapt, and use a repertoire of evidence-
based instructional strategies to advance learning 
of individuals with exceptionalities. 

Developing quality lesson plans: The 
Explicit Teaching Model;  
Teaching Event 

6. Beginning special education professionals use 
foundational knowledge of the field and their 
professional ethical principles and practice 
standards to inform special education practice, to 
engage in lifelong learning, and to advance the 
profession. 

Discussion Boards;  
Values and Assumptions Paper 

7. Beginning special education professionals 
collaborate with families, other educators, 
related service providers, individuals with 
exceptionalities, and personnel from community 
agencies in culturally responsive ways to address 
the needs of individuals with exceptionalities 
across a range of learning experiences. 

Writing the IEP 

  
  

 
 


