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SPAN 371  Gramática y composición   
Department of Modern Languages 
 
 
 
 
 
OBJECTIVES AND GOALS:   
SPAN 371 Spanish Grammar and Composition is 
designed to provide students with structured and 
guided writing practice to assist them in progressing 
their writing abilities in Spanish from the 
intermediate to the advanced level (according to the 
ACTFL proficiency guidelines) at the presentational 
(descriptive, narrative, expository and 
argumentative essays), and interpersonal (social 
media, and email) communication modes. A series 
of different writing assignments (a description, a 
narration, an exposition, an argumentative essay) 
will be assigned to sharpen students’ writing skills. 
Grammar review and communicative application of 
the studied structures, which is fundamental to the 
successful development of advanced writing skills, 
constitute an important part of this course as well. 
 
GOALS: 
After successfully completing this course, students 
should be able to consistently 
 

• write about a variety of topics with 
significant precision and detail; 

• handle informal and formal written 
communication according to appropriate 
conventions; 

• write summaries and reports of a factual 
nature;  

• write about topics relating to particular 
interests and special areas of competence; 

• narrate and describe in the major time 
frames (past, present, future); 

• develop arguments and construct 
hypotheses with some consistency across a 
variety of topics treated abstractly or 
generally; 

• have good control of a range of grammatical 
structures and a fairly wide general 
vocabulary. 

 
 
 

REQUIRED MATERIALS:
 
  
-Composición: Proceso y Síntesis 
Guadalupe Valdes and Trisha Dvorak and Thomasina 
Hannum. 5th Edition, 2008. McGrawHill Publishers  
ISBN10: 0073513148 | ISBN13: 9780073513140  
-Hojas de Práctica en Blackboard>Práctica 
-A good bilingual dictionary, Spanish-
English/English-Spanish.  (Collins, Simon 
&Schuster, Larousse, Oxford, etc). 
 
MODERN LANGUAGE MISSION STATEMENT: 
Through coursework, experience abroad, and other 
cultural encounters, the Modern Languages 
Program cultivates communicative skills and 
cultural awareness that prepare students at Western 
Kentucky University to be more knowledgeable and 
sensitive citizens of the global community. 
 
BLACKBOARD COURSE:  
Our BlackBoard site contains all the information 
related to this course, as well as all the necessary files 
to be downloaded/printed by you. The instructor will 
regularly use the announcements section of Blackboard 
to communicate with students about assignments, 
course activities, and any other information important 
for the course. Students will need to check the course’s 
BlackBoard site regularly to learn about changes or 
updates on upcoming assignments and other 
instructor’s announcements.    
 
NOTE: All course dates and policies are subject to 
change as announced by the instructor in class and/or 
email/Blackboard. 
 
In the even a class is canceled by the instructor 
or/and by the University, the instructor will post an 
announcement with further instructions about the 
homework for that day on Blackboard and by email 
as soon as possible. REMEMBER: Even if a class is 
canceled, assignments will have to be completed for 
that day/days. 
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METHOD  
   
Class time is mainly for discussion and practice of 
assigned materials. The themes from Composición: 
Proceso y Síntesis will provide a starting point for 
class discussion and written assignments. 
Students must prepare thoroughly outside of class 
by studying the assigned grammar, completing the 
exercises and reading assignments, looking up 
unfamiliar words, marking passages that present 
difficulties (in order to ask instructor for 
clarification), and becoming familiar with the new 
vocabulary and writing structures. The instructor 
will assess preparation with short quizzes (pruebas) 
and written exercises. Students are expected to bring 
their notebooks to class everyday, with their 
homework done and corrected as needed using the 
“answers to exercises” as appropriate.  
 
Regularly, students might be asked to present 
assigned grammar or written concepts to the rest of 
the class. In addition, the instructor will select the 
best written pieces from the written assignments 
and ask their authors to read them in front of the 
class for peer discussion. 
 
Classes will be conducted entirely in the target 
language, Spanish, and although some times it may 
be frustrating, the more you are exposed to the 
target language, the more you will understand. 
Remember that it is assumed that you will not 
understand and be able to respond to everything 
that the instructor says. You must be patient with 
yourself and try to capture as much as possible. It is 
very important that if you feel lost or don’t quite 
understand what is being introduced in class, you 
ask for clarification at that moment. Otherwise the 
instructor will assume everybody is following the 
discussion or knows what to do. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND PLAGIARISM: 
Students are expected to abide by the university’s 
guidelines regarding academic integrity. As 
indicated in the undergraduate catalogue, “Students 
who commit any act of academic dishonesty may 
receive from the instructor a failing grade in that 
portion of the coursework in which the act is 
detected or a failing grade in the course without 
possibility of withdrawal” (27). 
 

All academic work, written or otherwise, submitted 
by students to their instructors or other academic 
supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own 
though, research or self-expression. When students 
submit work purporting to be their own, but which 
in any way borrows ideas, organization, wording or 
anything else from another source without 
appropriate acknowledgment of the fact, the 
students are guilty of plagiarism. Using essays or 
other materials done for another class also constitute 
plagiarism. The minimum penalty for plagiarism at 
any level will be a grade of 0 in the assignment. All 
cases of plagiarism will be reported to the chair of 
the Department and the Dean of Students. 
 
CLASSROOM POLICIES: 
While in class you’re expected to conduct yourself with 
decorum.  That is, you should be courteous with your 
professor and classmates at all times. To make optimum 
use of class time, you should come to class prepared.  
When participating in pair/group activities, you are 
expected to stay focused on the task and do your share of 
the work.  
 
When sending emails to the instructor follow email 
etiquette. Put a topic in the “subject” line, even if it’s 
only the name of the class. Also, in any communication 
with the instructor, and/or submitting a draft or an 
essay via email, include a formal salutation and put a 
message and a closing line, no matter how brief, in the 
body of the email. The instructor will not respond or 
acknowledge any email that does not follow these 
guides. Your instructor will just delete any email that 
doesn’t follow this etiquette, along with whatever 
attachment. Emails to the instructor will be answered 
within 24 hours (excluding weekends and holidays). Do 
not expect a response from the instructor if you email 
her right before class or late at night. 
 
ALL Smartphones, cell phones, and other electronic 
devices have to be turned off and put away by the time 
that class begins.  If you need to have your cell phone on 
because you are expecting an EMERGENCY call, please 
set the device to vibrate, and let the instructor know 
about the situation at the beginning of the class.  
Texting, checking your email, Facebook, et. will be 
considered as being absent from class. It is permissible 
to use a laptop/tablet for taking notes in class, but the 
instructor reserves the right to look over your shoulder 
to make sure that you are, in fact, taking notes. It is not 
allowed checking mail, text. Et. The instructor reserves 
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the right to disallow the use of these devises if they 
become a distraction in class. 
 
Students sleeping in class, completing homework, 
studying for exams, reading the paper, doing crossword 
puzzles, et, et., will be considered as being absent from 
that class period. L   
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & COMPONENTS: 
Attendance: Successful progress in a language course 
requires that students keep up with the assigned 
material. Class discussions and exercises are essential. 
For this reason, attendance is mandatory.  
 
Students are permitted 2 excused absences accompanied 
with an original printed doctor’s note (or other official 
notification). The instructor will determine if the 
situation is valid or not. Every absence excused or not, 
will affect your participation grade. In addition, for 
every unexcused absence, 3 points will be deducted 
from your final grade. 
 
There may be unannounced quizzes if attendance slips. 
There will not be make up quizzes/exams for missed 
classes. University policy states that faculty should refer 
students with excessive absences to Academic Advising. 
 
Arriving to class on time is another important element of 
your engagement in the course. Consistent tardiness will 
negatively impact your grade. Every two late arrivals 
will count as one absence. Remember that 
quizzes/exams cannot be made up and are often given 
first thing.  If you must be absent, it is your 
responsibility to contact a classmate and find out what 
was done and what is due next class. Extra time will not 
be given to students arriving late to an exam or quiz.  
 
Upon returning to class after an absence, students 
are expected to be fully prepared: ready to 
participate, turning in the assignments for the day, 
and taking quizzes as scheduled. 
 
Class participation and preparation 
All students will be expected to participate actively 
in all class activities and discussions, talking only in 
Spanish, and arriving with all assignments done and 
ready to discussion them. A participation grade 
based on the quantity and quality of participation 
showed during each class period and demonstration 
of a positive attitude will be assigned regularly to 
each student. 
 

 
 
The daily assignments in the distribution of 
homework section (Calendario de tareas) are to be 
ready for the assigned day BEFORE class. Students 
are responsible for all assigned materials in each 
chapter each day. The written materials to be turned 
in to the instructor will be marked with the sign: 
ENTREGAR.  The instructor will collect notebooks 
during chapter exams to spot-check them, not to 
correct them. If you have a question about a specific 
exercise from the Práctica section for each chapter, 
ask the instructor for clarification in class or visit her 
in her office during her consultation hours. 
 
Unless noted other way, all written work that needs 
to be turned in to the instructor MUST be typed; 
otherwise, it will NOT be accepted.  ALL written 
assignments must have the proper heading, 
indicating your name, the class, the assignment, and 
the date. Unless it has been cleared with the 
instructor beforehand, no late assignments will be 
accepted without a penalty (-5 points per day late 
actual days, weekends included, not class days). 
Exceptions MAY be given in special circumstances 
[determined by me], however. Remember: Even if 
you miss class, you are still responsible for turning 
in the material the day that it is due via email to 
the instructor. 
 
This course is not about just completing the different 
writing assignments, but an opportunity for you to 
work towards improving your writing Spanish skills 
in order to communicate better in written Spanish. 
This will not happen overnight, and it will not 
happen if you don’t practice regularly your Spanish 
skills inside and, most important, outside of class. 
Think about this: When was the last time you got 
better at a skill that you didn’t practice? 
 
Note: In the even a class is canceled by the instructor 
or/and by the University, the instructor will post an 
announcement with further instructions about the 
homework for that day on Blackboard and by email 
as soon as possible. REMEMBER: Even if a class is 
canceled, assignments will have to be completed for 
that day/days. 
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Práctica section 
In this course we will review many essential 
grammar points that should be already familiar to 
you from previous Spanish courses. Before doing 
the corresponding grammar activities in the Práctica 
section in Blackboard for the course, you should 
study each grammar point as indicated. Students 
must complete the grammar assignments as 
specified in the syllabus, and correct them using the 
answers to grammar exercises key for each Práctica 
section. Complete the exercises without help and 
make note of the corrections in different color. 
Theses corrections will help you to identify areas 
that you need to review, and later ask your 
instructor for clarification if necessary. You are 
cheating yourself if you do not work out the 
exercises before you consult the answers. You will 
not receive any homework points if these 
assignments are not completed and corrected by you 
as needed.  
 
In order to fully prepare for this course and progress 
in your grammar and writing skills you should 
count on spending at least two hours preparing for 
each class meeting, more when you are writing and 
reviewing essays.  
 
Written Assignments   
Several written assignments [Ensayos] will be 
assigned over the course of this semester on 
different topics and in different formats. You will 
have the opportunity to rewrite the first 3 essays (a 
draft –borrador-, a first version, and a final version). 
The instructor will give you her feedback on content 
and organization, and indicate mechanical errors on 
the different drafts. You will have to revise each 
draft and return each version to your instructor the 
date indicated in the daily distribution of 
assignments for the course (Calendario de Tareas).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is in your best interest to turn in the second and 
final versions of the written assignments as clean as 
possible; any errors remaining in the final version 
will cause your grade to drop. The first draft of the 
first three essays (description, narration, and 
exposition), the borrador, will be used to get you 
started in your written assignment, and your peer 
will read it focusing on content and organization. 
This draft will count 5% of the written assignment. 
Remember that the second version of your 
assignments has to be an edited work, not just a 
copy of the borrador (it will count 55%/ of your 
grade). The final version of each assignment (40% of 
your grade) will be used to address specific 
grammar, organization, vocabulary, spelling and/or 
content mistakes identified in the second version. In 
order to receive an appropriate grade, the second 
and final version of each essay need to reflect the 
necessary changes following your peer and the 
instructor's comments. For the fourth written 
assignment (the argumentative essay), you will only 
have to turn in the final version (100% of the grade 
for this assignment).  
 
A definitely edited version of the description, the 
narration and the expository essays will have to be 
posted in the essays bulletin in Blackboard a week 
after receiving the second review from the 
instructor.  
 
IMPORTANT  New drafts that repeat the mistakes 
already marked in previous versions will receive a 
grade of 0. 
 
The instructor will not accept any late written 
assignments without penalty (-5 points per day late 
actual days, weekends included, not class days).  If, 

Participation Rubric  (10 points for each un/excused absence during this period will be deducted from the participation score) 
§ Class Preparation: Arrived for class on time with homework already completed and ready to discuss with others. 
§ Use of Spanish: Spoke exclusively in Spanish during whole class and group discussions, even after finishing an activity 

with his/her partner, and did so at an appropriate level of proficiency. 
§ Active Learner: Initiated oral interaction by responding to classmate’s comments in addition to responding to 

instructor’s questions without being called on. 
§ Frequency of Participation: Participated as frequently as possible in whole group and pair discussions of readings 

and/or cultural topics by presenting his/her ideas or opinions without being called on. 
§ Attention, Focus, and Respect: Demonstrated an attentive, alert, and engaged attitude during class as well as respect for 

others by contributing to a classroom atmosphere conducive to learning. 
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for whatever reason, you miss a class, you are still 
responsible for turning in whatever written 
assignment is due for a day on time.  
 
The written assignments are part of your work to 
gain an active command of written Spanish, not 
exercises that merely repeat old mistakes. It will be 
your own responsibility to address your mistakes 
and to avoid repeating them in other short essays 
and in the final argumentative essay.  
 
All written assignment and homework must be 
typed and double-spaced, with correct punctuation 
in Spanish.  
 
The use of translation software to “write” any 
written assignment for this course is not allowed. A 
grade of 0 will be given to any written work 
completed in part or fully with the assistance of any 
translation software. 
 
Tertulias escritas (Facebook) 
A private group in Facebook will be set up by the 
professor for this course. Students will be expected 
to participate in the group regularly as a free-writing 
practice, sharing their thoughts, suggestions, writing 
commentaries and/or replying to other posts, etc., in 
Spanish. Following the creative project by Tracy 
López “Spanish Friday” (see latinaish.com), students 
will have to access our Facebook group on Fridays 
to write a post in Spanish, replying to another 
students or to the instructor, or initiating a new 
conversation about a topic/current even of interest 
for everyone. While students can participate in the 
Facebook group as often as they want during the 
week, writing a message between 80 and 100 words 
on Fridays is required for everyone (including the 
professor!). The goal is to get you in the habit of 
writing every week in Spanish beyond our course 
assignments, and have fun to boot! Each student will 
have to have at least 10 entries in our Facebook 
page at the end of the semester (only entries 
submitted on Fridays will count towards the grade). 
This is the address for the group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/tertulias.escritas/ 
 
Assessment 
A number of announced or/and unannounced short 
quizzes (pruebas) to assess daily preparation will be 
given throughout the semester. There will be two 
partial exams. There will not be make-ups for 

quizzes and/or exams.  
 
There is not a final exam for this course. 
 
SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS: In compliance 
with university policy, students with disabilities 
who require accommodations (academic 
adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for 
this course must contact the Office for Student 
Disability Services in DUC A-200 of the Student 
Success Center in Downing University Center.  
Please DO NOT request accommodations directly 
from the professor or instructor without a letter of 
accommodation from the Office for Student 
Disability Services. 
 
GRADING BREAKDOWN:   
Grades are not curved nor rounded up. Extra credit 
is not offered on an individual basis. Your final 
grade for the course will be based on an average of 
all your grades.  The course grade will be 
determined as follows:  
 
Exámenes parciales  (2)    25% 
Pruebas      15%  
Participation, Tarea, Tertulias escritas  15% 
Ensayos     45% 
    
GRADING SCALE FOR THIS COURSE: 
A 100-90 B 89-80  C 79-70 
D 69-60  F 59 and below 
 
Grades are not curved nor rounded up. Extra credit 
is not offered on an individual basis. 
 
IMPORTANT: Effective in summer 2006, students 
must earn a "C" or better in any Modern Language 
course included among those that count toward the 
major or minor.  This policy will apply to all 
students who submit a degree program after the end 
of the spring 2006 semester.  
 
Title IX Statement 
Western Kentucky University (WKU) is committed 
to supporting faculty, staff and students by 
upholding WKU’s Title IX Sexual Misconduct/ 
Assault Policy (#0.2070) at  
https://wku.edu/eoo/documents/titleix/wkutitleixpol
icyandgrievanceprocedure.pdf and Discrimination 
and Harassment Policy (#0.2040) 
at https://wku.edu/policies/hr_policies/2040_discrim
ination_harassment_policy.pdf. 
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Under these policies, discrimination, harassment 
and/or sexual misconduct based on sex/gender are 
prohibited. If you experience an incident of 
sex/gender-based discrimination, harassment and/or 
sexual misconduct, you are encouraged to report it 
to the Title IX Coordinator, Andrea Anderson, 270-
745-5398 or Title IX Investigators, Michael Crowe, 
270-745-5429 or Joshua Hayes, 270-745-5121.  
 

Please note that while you may report an incident of 
sex/gender based discrimination, harassment and/or 
sexual misconduct to a faculty member, WKU 
faculty are “Responsible Employees” of the 
University and MUST report what you share to 
WKU’s Title IX Coordinator or Title IX Investigator. 
If you would like to speak with someone who may 
be able to afford you confidentiality, you may 
contact WKU’s Counseling and Testing Center at 
270-745-3159. 
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PUNTUACIÓN DE LOS ENSAYOS ESCRITO 
Número total de puntos: 100  (Borrador 5%  Primera versión 55%  Versión Final 40%) 
 
Ideas y Contenido 
 
30-27 Excelente-Muy Buena  30 29 28 27 
26-22 Buena-Adecuada   26 25 24 23 22 
21-17 Regular-Mala   21 20 19 18 17 
16-13 Inadecuada   16 15 14 13 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Organización 
 
15-13 Excelente-Muy Buena  15 14 13 
12-10 Buena-Adecuada   12 11 10 
9-7 Regular-Mala   9 8 7 
6-4 Inadecuada   6 5 4 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Gramática 
 
30-25 Excelente-Muy Buena  30 29 28 27 26 25  
24-19 Buena-Adecuada   24 23 22 21 20 19 
18-12 Regular-Mala   18 17 16 15 14 13 12 
11-5 Inadecuada   11 10 9 8 7 6 5 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Vocabulario 
 
15-13 Excelente-Muy Bueno  15 14 13 
12-10 Bueno-Adecuado   12 11 10 
9-7 Regular-Malo   9 8 7 
6-4 Inadecuado   6 5 4 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Acentuación / ortografía 
 
10-9 Excelente-Muy Buena  10 9 
8-7 Buena-Adecuada   8 7 
6-5 Regular-Mala   6 5 
4-3 Inadecuada   4 3 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
TOTAL:   ______  
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CODE FOR CORRECTIONS 
On your assignments you will notice that I am not correcting the errors but have indicated errors and included a hint for you to be  
able to figure out what your errors are. The following code will help you understand what needs to be corrected.  
You have the responsibility to correct your own errors so you will learn from your own mistakes. 

 
AGR 
 
 

Agreement: 
-number: singular or plural 
-gender: masc. or fem. 

las botas verde = las botas verdes 
la casa es bonito = la casa es bonita 
esta niñas son altos = estas niñas son altas 

ART Article error: 
-incorrect form of article (definite or 
indefinite) 
-missing article where it should be used 

Tengo bicicleta en el garaje =  
Tengo la bicicleta en el garaje 

@ You need the preposition A 
(personal o directional) 

Llamo mi madre todos los días = 
Llamo a mi madre todos los días 
 
Vamos Madrid mañana = 
Vamos a Madrid mañana 

CONJ Conjunction/Transition error Esta es la casa e la ciudad donde vivo= 
Esta es la casa y la ciudad donde vivo 

FRAG Fragment: Incomplete sentence El hombre es mayor que.= 
El hombre es mayor que yo. 

IP Incorrect Pronoun: 
-used the incorrect pronoun (direct, 
indirect, reflexive, object of preposition) 
-missing pronoun 

Mis padres ayudaron con mis problemas. = Mis padres me 
ayudaron ... 
Escribí una carta a ella = 
Le escribí una carta a ella. 
Yo levanto a las seis = 
Yo me levanto a las seis. 

PUN Punctuation: 
-incorrect punctuation or lack of 
punctuation. 

Dónde vivo? Vivo en Palencia España.= 
¿Dónde vivo? Vivo en Palencia, España. 

PGR Paragraph problem: 
Need break the paragraph in several paragraphs. 
Too many different ideas in one paragraph. 
There are ideas without connection in this paragraph. 

I/P Misuse of Imperfect or Preterit 
 

Cuando fui pequeño, fui a la playa todos los días. = 
Cuando era pequeño, iba a la playa... 

PLUS You should use “Pluscuamperfecto” Cuando llegó Juan, su novia ya llamó a casa = 
Cuando llegó Juan, su novia ya había llamado a casa. 

PP Personal Pronoun: 
-unnecessary or inappropriate use of 
subject pronoun 
-omission of subject pronoun where it is 
needed 

Yo como a las doce, yo trabajo después y yo salgo a las 8. 
= 
Como a las doce, trabajo después y salgo a las 8. 
Salgo y salen también. = 
Yo salgo y ellos salen también. 

PRE Wrong or misuse preposition 
(a, con, contra, de, para, por, 
en, entre, etc.) 
Missing a preposition 

Camino para el parque en las diez = 
Camino por el parque a las diez. 
Compré este libro Teresa. = 
Compré este libro para Teresa. 

RD Redundant:  
Repetition of information or phrase 

Como comida y como cena cada día. 
Como y ceno cada día. 

RP Misuse of relative pronoun: 
-incorrect relative pronoun 
-omission of relative pronoun 

El niño quien bebe Coca-cola es mi primo. = El niño que 
bebe... 
La historia te dije es cierta. = La historia que te dije …. 
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S/E Misuse of Ser or Estar: 

-one of these verbs used incorrectly in 
place of the other 
 

Tú estás moreno y muy alto. = 
Tú eres moreno y muy alto. 
 

SUB Misuse of subjunctive: 
-the verb should be in the subjunctive 
-the verb should be in the indicative or 
infinitive 

Espero que Juan es rico = 
Espero que Juan sea rico. 
Es verdad que seas español= 
Es verdad que eres español. 

SP Spelling mistake: 
-improper capitalization 
-improper use of lower-case 
-error in spelling 
-missing written accent or error in placing 
of written accent 

madrid es una ciudaz facil de amar. = 
Madrid es una ciudad fácil de amar. 

STR Structure mistake: 
-word placement or direct translation from 
English (when it’s not expressed that way 
in Spanish) 
NOTE: Changing just one word will not 
fix a structure problem; you will have to 
re-write your sentence thinking in Spanish. 

Yo tuve un buen tiempo. = 
Yo me divertí. 
Me moví a Bowling Green tres años en el pasado = 
Me mudé a BG hace tres años 

VOC Vocabulary: 
-wrong word or poor choice of words 
-Spanglish 

Juan dropeó su clase de física. = 
Juan canceló su clase de física. 
Yo tomé notas en clase. = 
Yo tomé apuntes en clase. 

VF Incorrect Verb form: 
-verb needs agreement with subject 

Mi madre tienes pelo castaño = 
Mi madre tiene pelo castaño. 

VT Verb tense: 
-incorrect choice of tense 
-error in formation of tense 
-incorrect sequence of tenses 

La semana pasada voy a una fiesta. = 
La semana pasada fui a una fiesta. 

WC Wrong word choice, from grammatical 
point of view: 
-buen/bueno 
-gran/grande etc. 

El niño gran es mi primo. = 
El niño grande es mi primo. 
Era un bueno ejemplo. = 
Era un buen ejemplo.  

WO Word Order: 
-incorrect word position 

Tengo una azul chaqueta. = 
Tengo una chaqueta azul. 

# Same mistake marked before  

## Same mistake marked in previous version  

??? Incomprehensible text: what are you 
talking about? 

 

 
!

LINK You need to combine sentences and 
use complex sentences. 

Ella es mi hermana.  Ella se llama Elena.  Tiene 18 años. = 
Mi hermana, Elena, tiene 18 años. 
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ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCE RELATED TO EDUCATION  

PREPARATION   
(EPSB Program Level Requirements)  

  
Course Required P-12 Classroom Observation or Clinical Experiences: N/A  

  
Course Assignments and Experiences Related to:   
  
• The Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS):  N/A  
  
• The Kentucky P-12 Curriculum Framework and P-12 Assessment System to Guide Instruction: N/A  
  
• Candidates Using the KAS Framework in Lesson Planning:  N/A  
  
• Candidates Using Formative and Summative Assessments Related to Kentucky P-12 Curriculum Framework:  

N/A  
  
Course Assignments Serving as an Education Preparation Program “Key Assessment”:  N/A Course Experiences 
and Assessments Addressing Learned Society (SPA) Standards:   
  
The table below refers to the ACTFL Program Standards for the Preparation of Foreign Language Teachers. 

2013 ACTFL Program Standards for the 
Preparation of Foreign Language Teachers 

Course Activities/Assignments 

Standard 1: Language proficiency: Interpersonal, Interpretive, and 
presentational 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 
Standard 2: Cultures, Linguistics, Literatures, and 
Concepts from Other Disciplines 4, 5, 6, 7 
Standard 3: Language Acquisition Theories and 
Knowledge of Students and Their Needs  
Standard 4: Integration of Standards in Planning, 
Classroom Practice, and Use of Instructional Resources  
Standard 5: Assessment of Languages and Cultures – 
Impact on Student Learning  
Standard 6: Professional Development, Advocacy, and 
Ethics  

 
1. Proficiency rating and analysis at beginning and end of semester  
2. Oral recordings  
3. Oral interviews with classmate and instructor 
4. Presentation and discussion of individual skill – presentational speaking 
5. Pair and small group analysis / discussion – interpersonal speaking 
6. Reading and analysis of cultural, literary texts – interpretive reading 
7. Viewing of/listening to segments on historical, social and cultural topics, interviews, news reports – 
interpretive listening 
8. Proficiency intake, goal setting, and end-of semester proficiency speaking 
9. Commitment to learning outside the classroom 
 
Students taking the PRAXIS exam are advised to take it as soon as possible after completion of the last 
content course. Information about the test can be found here: 
https://www.ets.org/praxis/prepare/materials/5183. Test takers are advised to download and use the free Study 
Companion PDF at the same web site and to use it in a timely way for preparation purposes.  
 
 


