
	

	

 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Office hours by appointment :  
Email or call the instructor for an appointment 

          
Meeting Times/Location: ONLINE 
 
Course Description: 
SEC 537 Seminar in Science Education 3 credit hours. Includes the history and comparative 
study of science teaching, curriculum and course content changes, materials available, 
evaluation, methods in science teaching, professional organizations, and research in 
science education.   
SEC 536 Seminar in English Language Arts Methods 3 credit hours. Develops the skills, 
procedures, and strategies for teaching English and Language Arts in secondary school.  Field 
experiences in public schools and/or other appropriate settings away from campus are required in 
this course.  Students are responsible for arranging their own transportation to designated or 
assigned sites. 
        
Prerequisites:  Permission of Instructor 
 
Recommended Materials: 
Provided by the Instructor 
 
Plagiarism: 
To represent ideas or interpretations taken from another source as one’s own is plagiarism.  
Students must give the author(s) credit for any source material used.  Changing a few words 
in a borrowed passage, even if the source is cited is also plagiarism. 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
“Students who commit an act of academic dishonesty may receive from the instructor a 
failing grade in that portion of the coursework in which the act is detected or a failing grade 
in the course without possibility of withdrawal.” 
 
Student Disability Services: 
Students with disabilities who require academic and/or auxiliary accommodations for this 
course must contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center (Room 1074 of the Downing 
Student Union or via phone at 270-745-5004).  Please do not request accommodations 
directly from the instructor without a letter from the Student Accessibility Resource Center. 
 
 

Course Syllabus:   
SEC537 Seminar in Science Education  Winter 2017 
 
 
Course Instructors: 
Dr. Martha M. Day, Associate Professor, Martha.day@wku.edu, TCCW 102 
Telephone: 270-745-4411 or 615-319-1099



	

	

 
Course Objectives: 
Upon successful completion of SEC 537/SEC 536, the pre-service teacher will be able to: 

1. Discuss and critique the merits of various research based teaching strategies in 
terms of students’ cognitive development, equity, and motivation. 

2. Apply principles of learning theory as it relates to classroom practice. 
3. Distinguish among various teaching strategies and decide which approach best fits 

instructional goals based on benefits and limitations of each. 
4. Use appropriate teaching methods with middle or secondary students. 
5. Develop alternative assessments appropriate for project-based instruction. 
6. Utilize relevant technology in the development and implementation of instruction 
7. Plan instruction that promotes equitable and diverse participation so that all students 

have an opportunity to learn. 
 
Assignments  
All assignments are to be submitted online, through Blackboard, unless otherwise specified. 
It is also expected that students will print any documents they need for class from 
Blackboard.  
 
Attendance 
Students are expected to attend all class meetings. MORE THAN TWO CLASS ABSENCES 
OR EQUIVALENT LATE ARRIVAL OR EARLY DEPARTURE reflects on your 
professionalism and will result in a reduced grade or being dropped from the course. As a 
professional courtesy, email your instructor to inform her about any absence. Absent 
students are responsible for any work announced in class and for all announced changes, 
additions, and deletions to the syllabus. Absence from class is not a valid excuse for failing 
to meet deadlines or fulfill course requirements.  
 
Deadlines  
Students are responsible for completing all missed work due to an absence. Late 
assignments will result in a 20% grade reduction for each calendar day an assignment is 
late and will not be accepted after five days from the original due date. All work must be 
turned in according to the format requested. No late Blackboard discussion posts will be 
accepted.  
 
Communication and Evaluation  
You are strongly encouraged to review the characteristics of high quality writing in terms 
of technical issues including grammar and spelling as well as stylistic concerns such as 
paragraph and sentence structure. High quality writing is expected for every assignment, 
and students are expected to use professional communication with the instructor (including 
emails). Students who struggle with high quality writing may seek assistance from The 
Learning Center (TLC). More information concerning TLC can be found on their website at 
www.wku.edu/tlc or by contacting them directly at (270) 745-6254.  
Students can check their Blackboard account for their current grade in the class. If students 
have inquiries about their grades, they can contact the instructor to set up a meeting.  
 
Emails to Instructor 
All emails to your instructor must be in the following format: SEC536/537, last name, topic 



	

	

Emails without this format will be returned to you to revise. This policy is for your benefit. 
Because of the high volume of emails I receive, my email program will sort emails into a 
folder for me to easily locate and quickly respond.  
 
Field Hour Reporting 
No field hours 
 
Professionalism 
As pre-service teachers, you are expected to display exemplary levels of professionalism 
while developing your skills and expertise at WKU. Therefore, it is expected that you follow: 
the Code of Conduct outlined in the WKU Student Handbook 
(http://wku.edu/judicialaffairs/student-code-of-conduct.php), Field Placement Professional 
Code of Conduct 
http://www.wku.edu/cebs/programs/undergraduate/policies/field_placement_guidelines.php, 
and any additional guidelines that your instructor may provide. Consequences may include 
a verbal reminder, a written warning from the course instructor(s), a course grade reduction, 
and remediation meetings with the professor.” 
 
Any work not attempted or attempted with minimal effort will receive zero points. 



	

	

 
 
Grading Scale:   93-100% = A 
   85-92% = B 
   77-84% = C 
   70-76% = D 
   69% or less = F 


