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***The final version of the syllabus will be handed out the first day of class*** 

Draft Version 

 

PS 110 

American National Government 

 

 

  

Professor:  Jeffrey Kash   

Office:  GH, Rm. 307 

Office Hours:  TBA 

E-Mail:  jeffrey.kash@wku.edu 

Ph: (270) 745-2745 

  

Course Description:  
  

The goals of this course are threefold.  First, it provides students with basic knowledge 

about the structure of the American political system.  Second, it explains the complex 

nature of political interactions among the formal and the informal institutions that 

constitute American government.  Finally, it supplies students with a set of theoretical 

categories for critically thinking about politics.  To support this final goal, the class will 

frequently discuss how current political events relate to topics in class.  These discussions 

will include highlighting the relationship between class topics and WKU events such as 

Constitution week and Debate watch. 

  

Textbooks: 

  

Barbour, Christine and Wright, Gerald C.  2014. Keeping the Republic:  Power and 

Citizenship in American Politics. Brief Edition. Sage/ CQpress. Washington D.C. 

 

 

Grading Policy: 

  

Students’ grades are calculated on the basis of their participation in class and their 

performance on three examinations.  Each component of the grade is weighted as 

follows: 

  

Participation     25 points 

Exam 1    25 points 

Exam 2   25 points 

Exam 3     25 points 

  

Total        100 points 

  

Each student is responsible for all announcements made and material covered in class as 

well as the material assigned for reading in the text. 
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****The due dates for the exams and assignments will be announced in class.  If 

students miss class, it is their responsibility to find out the due dates from myself or 

a fellow classmate.**** 

  

Participation – Students are expected to participate actively in class.  Participation 

requires that you attend class, read the readings, perform any in-class writing assignments 

or quizzes, participate in any blackboard discussion boards or assignments, turn in any 

homework assignments, and get involved in discussion.  It also requires that you listen to 

your classmates.  Attendance will be taken throughout the semester and factored into the 

overall participation grade.  If students come in late, it is their responsibility to make sure 

I know they were in class.  If students miss class, it is their responsibility to e-mail me to 

explain the absence.  Some participation assignments are class specific and cannot be 

made up.  In addition, if you miss a participation assignment because of an unexcused 

absence you cannot make up the assignment. Please contact me if you have any questions 

about participation. 

  

Excused absences:   Acceptable excuses for missing classes, quizzes, or assignments are 

formal notifications from persons in authority.  Examples of such people include: doctors, 

faculty members, and administrators.  If you are missing classes for any other reason 

please inform me, I like to know why students are missing classes.  Please send me an e-

mail explaining the absence. 

  

Exams – The class will have three exams.  The format of the exams is all written.  They 

will consist of short-answer questions as well as short essays based on the readings and 

class lectures.  

 

Exam Rules: 

1) No electronic devices (cell phones, MP3 players, Ipods, tablets, laptops, etc…) are 

allowed to be turned on or accessible during the exams.  

2) Students will not be allowed to leave the room during the exam.  I will make 

exceptions for emergency or special situations. 

3) Please let me know before the exam if special circumstances affect your ability to 

comply with these rules. 

  

Arrangements for Students with Disabilities:  In compliance with university policy, 

students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or 

auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability 

Services in DUC A-200 of the Student Success Center in Downing University Center.  

Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor 

without a letter of accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services.  

  

Academic Dishonesty:  “ Students who commit any act of academic dishonesty may 

receive from the instructor a failing grade in that portion of the coursework in which the 

act is detected or a failing grade in the course without possibility of withdrawal.  The 

faculty member may also present the case to the Office of Student life for disciplinary 



 3 

sanctions. A student who believes that a faculty member has dealt unfairly with him/her 

in a course involving academic dishonesty may seek relief through the Student Complaint 

Procedure.” 

  

"Student work may be checked using plagiarism detection software.” 

  

Course and Readings Schedule: 

  

***Note*** Each exam section will take approximately five weeks. 

  

Introduction  

  

Barbour and Wright, Chapter 1 and Chapter 3 

  

Constitutional Origins:  Political and Philosophical Foundations. 

  

Barbour and Wright, Chapter 3 and Chapter 4.  

 

The Individual in Politics:  Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 

 

 Barbour and Wright, Chapter 5 and Chapter 6. 

  

***First Exam*** 

  

The Individual in Politics:  Forms and Rates of Participation 

  

Barbour and Wright, Chapter 11 pgs 397-411 and Chapter 14. 

  

Political Interest Groups:  Organizing and Mobilizing on Issues 

  

 Barbour and Wright, Chapter 13. 

  

Political Parties:  Organizing and Mobilizing Across Issues 

 

 Barbour and Wright, Chapter 12. 

 

***Second Exam*** 

 

Congress:  The Legislative Function 

  

 Barbour and Wright, Chapter 7. 

  

The Presidency:  The Executive Function  

  

Barbour and Wright, Chapter 8. 
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The Courts:  The Adjudicative Function  

 

Barbour and Wright, Chapter 10 

 

 

***Exam 3 -TBA***  

  

 

Colonnade Requirement:     

 

Explorations (Social and Behavioral Sciences) PS 110 fulfills the three hour requirement 

for the Colonnade Explorations section.  As a Social and Behavioral Sciences course, PS 

110 explores the human experience using theories and tools of political science.  Students 

will analyze problems and conceptualize the ways in which theories and tools inform our 

understanding of the individual and society. 

 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

 

Students will be able to describe the historical context and development of the 

American political system and Constitution. 

 

Students will be able to identify the key institutions of the American political system. 

 

Students will be able to explain the processes and functions of the American political 

system. 

 

Students will be able to describe American political behavior by using knowledge of 

how people organize and use political information. 

 

Students will be able to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the American 

political system. 

 

Students will be able to critically evaluate the ability of the American political 

system to serve its citizens. 

 

 

***Although not anticipated, the organization of the course is subject to change 

based on new circumstances.  If there are any such changes, I will let you know 

about them in a timely manner.*** 


