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University Orchestra, MUS 344, 500-503, MUS 544-500 
Dr. Brian St. John, Music Director and Conductor 

Fall 2016 Course Syllabus 

Course Information: 

 Meeting Times/Locations: Mon/Wed, 11:30 AM – 12:25 PM, Strings 

Tuesdays, 7:00 – 9:00 PM Full Orchestra 

     Music Rehearsal Hall (IRH) 

      

Other locations:  Van Meter Auditorium (dress rehearsals and concerts) 

     Sectional locations as arranged/announced 

     Thursday night full orchestra dress rehearsals 

      (Feb. 23, Apr. 27, 2017) 

     Opera series evening rehearsals (as assigned) 

     Additional Thursday night rehearsal(s) as needed 

  

Instructor Contact Information 

Dr. Brian St. John, Music Director & Conductor, office Music Hall 209, 270-745-8744, 

brian.stjohn@wku.edu  

 

 Office hours   M/W/F, 1-3 PM T/TH 9-11:30 AM, or by appointment 

 

Course Description from 2016-2017 Western Kentucky University Course Catalog: 

 MUS 344. UNIVERSITY ORCHESTRA . (1) Performing ensembles are open to the 

entire campus community. Most ensembles require an audition prior to membership, and there are 

varying levels of performance difficulty. Some of these ensembles are required for music degrees. 

COURSE NO.   MUS 344-500  07189 Undergraduate Strings 

MUS 344-501   37185 Honors Undergraduate Strings 

    MUS 344-502  45986 Undergraduate Winds 

    MUS 344-503  45987 Honors Undergraduate Winds 

MUS 544-500  40084 Graduate (Master’s)  

 

 

Course Objectives 

 The university orchestra will rehearse and perform orchestral music of varied genres and 

eras with a mission to learn about orchestral style and protocols. The Symphony exists to 

provides a high quality orchestral experience for students at WKU, and, when invited, for 

members of the greater regional and national communities. 

 

Credit Hour Policy 

This course meets the federal requirements of 45-75 total hours of student work 

(combined classroom plus other academic activities such as laboratory, clinical, or fieldwork) per 

credit hour. 

 

Learning Objectives 

The following objectives have been aligned with program goals in the Department of 

Music and the Western Kentucky University’s educational objectives. Therefore: 

 
 Students will produce an appropriate tone. 

 Students will execute proper technique. 

 Students will construct a musical interpretation. 
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Methods of Instruction 

This course will be taught in a lecture/laboratory setting.  Attendance at all rehearsals 

is mandatory:  Tuesdays, 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM, full orchestra in the Music Rehearsal Hall, and 

Mondays/Wednesdays 11:30 AM to 12:25 PM in the Music Rehearsal Hall.  Sectional rehearsals 

will be incorporated into the semester schedule. Dress rehearsals will precede each concert. 

Arrive early with your instrument, music, and a pencil.  If you arrive after tuning begins, 

you are counted as tardy.   

Master the playing of the notes OUTSIDE rehearsal, as rehearsal time is intended for the 

ensemble to work together. This will require individual practice outside rehearsal time.   

Attendance at all performances is mandatory.  Arrive at the announced call time and 

location. Arriving after the announced call time will be considered as tardy.   

Section leaders are responsible for positive and effective leadership of their section.  This 

may include calling sectional rehearsal outside regular rehearsal times. 

 

Grading 

 While grading is based largely upon attendance, tests may be needed. These tests include, 

but are not limited to, playing tests and written exams.  

These qualities will earn a student the grade of “A” in this class: the attendance 

requirement is met, the student is prepared for rehearsal, and the student is giving their best effort 

on a daily basis. Failure to meet these requirements may negatively impact the student’s grade.  

 

Concerts 

 The University Orchestra is scheduled to perform three concerts during the Spring 2017 

semester: 

Friday, January 27, 8:00 PM, Van Meter Auditorium (PRISM) 

Friday, February 24, 7:30 PM, Van Meter Auditorium (Great Masters of Music) 

 March 30 – April 2 Van Meter Auditorium (opera series – as assigned) 

 Friday, April 28, 7:30 PM, Van Meter Auditorium (Music for Peace) 

 

  WKU Symphony string players are required to assist with the String Finale concert on 

April 24, 2017.  You will be required to either assist with the rehearsal on April 23, stage set-up 

on April 24 (Dibble Arena), and/or the concert on April 24.  Details will be discussed in 

rehearsal and via e-mail. 

  

Class expectations 

 Students are expected to be on time and prepared for each rehearsal. To that end, the 

complete concert rehearsal schedule will be posted and e-mailed to all students enrolled in USO.  

Adjustments in the rehearsal schedule may be posted occasionally – it is the student’s 

responsibility to be mindful of the schedule. 

 

Attendance expectations 

 Students are to be at every rehearsal.  Attendance issues will impact the student’s grade 

thus: 

One letter grade lowered for each unexcused absence 

  One-half letter grade lowered for each unexcused tardy 

  Two letter grades lowered when absent from a dress rehearsal 

  Failure of course when absent from concert 

  

For an absence to be excused, the student must fill out an Absence Request Form. NOTE: Filling 

out the form does not constitute an excused absence; any absence must be approved by Dr. St. 

John. 

 

 Wind players are expected to secure their own substitute in the event of an absence, 

excused or not. Failure to do so will result in a grading penalty to the USO wind player. 



 

 Emergencies occur. It is in the student’s best interest to communicate an emergency 

absence as soon as possible to Dr. St. John. 

 

Disruptive Behaviors 

 Students who exhibit disruptive behaviors such as: late arrival to rehearsal, talking during 

rehearsal, disrupting rehearsal by way of verbal and non-verbal methods (such as cell-phone use), 

playing their instrument while the director is talking, refusing to accept musical direction and 

correction, leaving rehearsal early without prior clearance, returning late from break, etc., will be 

handled by this process: 

  

 First offense: Written notification from Director 

 Second offense: Written notification from Director, class grade lowered by one letter 

 Third offense: Written notification from Director, failure of course 

 

Special Needs Statement 

“Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or 

auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability Services, 

DUC A-200. The OFSDS telephone number is 270.745.5004 V/TDD. Please DO NOT request 

accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of accommodation from 

the Office of Disability Services.” 

 
I reserve the right to alter the schedule of assignments to accommodate student and 

departmental needs over the course of the semester, as long as those changes do not violate 

the above policies.  

 

This syllabus is also subject to revisions to comply with HLC and university policies. 

 

Additional information 

 

General Goals 
MUSICALLY  
The same as a professional orchestra  

* to perform all facets of the symphonic repertoire, achieving superior performances  

* to possess the artistic integrity to present a variety of well-structured, entertaining, enlightening, 

and provocative programs while striving to educate and develop new audiences for symphonic 

music  

* to contribute to the development and performance of a contemporary American repertoire, 

placing it in a musical context which is related to the remainder of the symphonic repertoire  

* orchestra activities will include performances and educational programs  

 

EDUCATIONALLY  
Learning “how” to play in an orchestra (e.g., rehearsal and concert behaviors)  

* advanced preparation of individual parts  

* orchestral discipline (e.g., watching the conductor; complete rehearsal attendance, promptness, 

and participation; no talking; marking parts; focus and concentration; watching and listening to 

orchestral colleagues; physical leading)  

* bowings; articulation  

* tuning  

* blend and balance  

* leadership roles (concertmaster, principal players, etc.)  

* art of accompanying (student, faculty, and guest soloists)  

* deliberate practice  



* mindfulness  

* peak performance  

 

About the music  

* music history; including, the historical development of the orchestra  

* comprehensive musicianship  

* cultural relationships  

* style; performance practice  

Varied repertoire  

* various genres (overtures, concertos, symphonies, tone poems, etc.)  

* symphony, chamber, “pops,” opera, ballet, with chorus  

* special concerts (e.g. collaborations and run-outs) 

* all style periods  

* contemporary music (including music of faculty and students)  

* sight-reading  

Rehearsal schedule/formats  

* full orchestra  

* split rehearsals (i.e., strings, winds)  

* small sectionals  

* sight-readings  

Miscellaneous possible extras  

* lectures  

* mock auditions and interviews; career preparations  

* work with future arts administrators  

* work to develop future audiences  

On-going objectives  

* outstanding rehearsal process and concerts  

* training of graduate conductors  

* systematic orchestra/concert production  

* audience development  

Procedures 
 

All orchestra members have an obligation to attend all rehearsals for which their presence is 

required.  

 

Orchestra members are to be in their seats prepared to play by the designated starting time. If due 

to serious illness or emergency, a Symphony member must be absent from rehearsal, it is his/her 

responsibility to speak with Dr. St. John directly. It is the orchestra member’s responsibility to 

ensure that his/her music is at rehearsal. Wind players who will be absent must arrange for a 

substitute and provide him/her with music for the rehearsal.  

 

Unexcused absences, or excessive “excused” absences, may jeopardize an individual’s 

membership in the orchestra as well as the grade and credit to be received for participation in the 

ensemble.  

 

Hats are not permitted in rehearsals. Leaving rehearsals for the purpose of putting money into a 

parking meter is unacceptable and will be counted as a tardy. The use of cell phones (for calls or 

text-messaging) is not permitted during rehearsals. Failure to adhere to these rules can necessitate 

a grading penalty. NO CELL PHONE USE DURING REHEARSAL. 
 

 

Concerts 



Orchestra members should be at the concert hall at least a half-hour before scheduled concert 

times, and in their seats ready to play at least ten minutes prior to the start of the performance. 

Evening concert dress is as follows:  

Women – long black dress, or black skirt/slacks and black blouse, with at least ¾ length 

sleeves, no extra colors (e.g., white or silver), black stockings, black shoes  

Men – black tuxedos, white shirts, black bow ties, black socks and black shoes (no substitute 

colors or long ties)  

 

Grading Policy 
Grades will be based upon the level of preparation of auditions and rehearsals, as well as the level 

of performance during concerts. Some tests (playing and/or written) and papers may be required. 

Students who consistently demonstrate a willingness to put forth a superior effort and do their 

best in all of the aforementioned areas, who arrive on time for all rehearsals and concerts, perform 

well on the necessary tests and papers, and who have no unexcused absences will receive a final 

grade of “A”. Less than full effort and/or participation, and/or less than satisfactory performance 

in any area, will result in a lower grade.  

Absence from daily rehearsals not approved in advance will be recorded as unexcused. 

Unexcused absences will result in the final grade being lowered one letter for each occurrence. 

Chronic absence (even if “excused”) can be cause for the lowering of the grade, dismissal, and/or 

a final failing grade.  

Absences from dress rehearsals are not allowed under any circumstances except for the most 

severe emergency. An unexcused absence from a dress rehearsal will result in dismissal and/or a 

final failing grade.  

Unexcused tardiness will result in the final grade being lowered ½ letter for each occurrence.  

Should your cell phone ring audibly in a rehearsal, your grade will be lowered one full letter for 

each occurrence. Should your cell phone ring audibly during a concert, your final letter grade will 

be failing. To reiterate, text messaging is strictly prohibited during rehearsals and/or concerts.  

 

Library/Music 
Orchestra members are responsible for all music and folders distributed for their use. Markings 

should be made in soft lead pencil only. After a concert performance, all music must be left 

where designated by the Librarian (usually on the stand, along with the black folder, or in a 

designated black box). Any additional copies should be left inside the practice folders and put in 

the boxes, which are placed backstage the night of the performance. In the event that a performer 

forgets to leave the music on the stand or in the backstage boxes, that music should be returned to 

the Librarian within 24 hours after the concert. All concerns regarding music should be addressed 

to the Librarian. 
 

Seating 
The University Orchestra utilizes several variations of rotation seating. All decisions regarding 

seating and part assignments are made ultimately by the Orchestra Conductor. Certain principal 

players may remain constant throughout the year. String players, on the whole, will rotate from 

concert to concert.  Players may rotate in a wider range, but there is no guarantee that all players 

will sit at the front of a section. Wind players may rotate within concerts, from piece to piece.  

 


