
WKU Chorale 
MUS 341-01; MUS 341-02 (Honors); MUS 541-01 (Graduate) 

SPRING 2017 Syllabus 
Rehearsals:   MW 3:00 – 3:55;  T TH 2:20 - 3:40   MH 111 

 
Dr. Paul Hondorp, conductor         
paul.hondorp@wku.edu        
270.745.5923       
MH 208  

Office Hours: 
MW 10:30 – 12:30    
or by appointment 
MH 208

 
WKU CHORALE MISSION STATEMENT  
 
As members of the WKU Chorale, we believe in the art of choral music as a means for individual and collective 
expression.  We affirm the power of the human voice raised individually and as an ensemble to have meaningful, 
communicative power for both performers and audience.  We believe that the connections made among members 
of the ensemble can be great sources of support and growth.  We maintain that significant choral experiences during 
college years can lead to a life-long appreciation of choral music. We can do together what we cannot do alone. 
None of these can be achieved without hard work, perseverance, passion, and individual commitment. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES/OBJECTIVES  
 

1. The student will gain an appreciation for the wide variety of choral repertoire available. 
2. The student will intimately learn chosen choral works studied as expressions of human values within an 

historical and social context. 
3. The student will actively participate in the creative process through engaged, committed rehearsals and  

artistic performances 
4. The student will improve vocal, aural and music-reading skills 
5. The student will actively participate in thoughtful interactions regarding the music studied and performed. 
6. The student will comprehend the physical and intellectual demands required of the performing artist.  

 
Course materials:  

• Assigned folder 
• Sharpened pencil 
• Music 

o Chorale music will be given per concert.  If you lose it or destroy it, you’ll pay to replace it. 
o Combined chorale/choral society concert music will be purchased by the singer and will be yours to 

keep.  Failure to pay for music will result in an “X” in the course until scores are purchased. 
  
GRADING SYSTEM (All students will begin the semester with a 100)  
 

A =  93-100 
B =  85-92  
C =  77-84 
D =  69-76 
F  =  68 and below 

 



 
Points will be subtracted for:  
• Absence from regular rehearsal, regardless of the reason, beginning with the third absence ...............5 points  

(An unexcused tardy or early departure is equal to 1/2 absence; absences on any day the director is 
out count as two absences)  

• Absence from rehearsal on 3/20/17 ……………………………………………………………….10 points 
• Unexcused Absence from a dress rehearsal.....................................................................................................10 points  
• Unexcused Absence from concert………………………………………................................................35 points  

(Please note that all concerts and "extra/dress" rehearsals are mandatory. Students are excused 
from these activities only if they have a conflict with a regularly-scheduled WKU class, and if they 
notify Dr. Hondorp in advance, by way of an online Blackboard excuse form)  

• Negative contribution to the group.............................................................................................................1 to 30 points  
(Poor rehearsal skills, no music, no pencil, not prepared, music not marked, inappropriate 
behavior, cell phone usage during class)  

• Unacceptable grade on an individual preparation check (lower than B-)…………………………….. 2 points  
  
Points can be added for:  
• Participation in non-musical tasks of choir including setting and striking risers, etc..+1 to 5 points  (See Service)  
• Exemplary performance during vocal exams (A+)..................….........................................................+1 to 5 points  
 
Individual Preparation Check (IPC):  
Individual Preparation Checks are an important part of the rehearsal process. The material to be tested will be 
announced in advance. The checks may use a number of different formats: personal recording submitted online, 
one-on-one evaluation with Dr. Hondorp or graduate assistant, quartets in class, etc. All will be recorded.  A grade 
of A,B,C,D, or F is assigned.     
 
An A or B has no positive or negative impact on a semester grade. This is because singing pre-announced test 
passages at an acceptable standard represents the expectation for all members who participate in one of the 
country's most outstanding, elite, and respected choral ensembles. An A+ adds two points to a student's semester 
score. 
  
A grade of C+ or lower results in a two-point deduction from a singer's semester average. Again, we expect that 
Chorale members are able to keep up with the rest of the group, and that they are willing to practice certain 
passages independently so that time is not wasted in rehearsal pounding pitches.  
 
Please note that, as far as your semester grade goes, an A  on an IPC is no better than a B-. Similarly, an F is no 
worse than a C+. Specific grades are given so that students know the results that their level of preparation yielded.  
If a student feels that the grade assigned is incorrect, the student should ask Dr. Hondorp to review the recording of 
the IPC.  Finally, please note that anyone who makes a C+ or lower on a vocal exam WILL be tested the following 
day on whatever test passage is assigned. In addition, anyone who is absent from Chorale WILL be tested on the 
first day they return to class with either Dr. Hondorp or the graduate assistant(s). It is the student's responsibility to 
find out what the test passages are if absent.  
 
CONCERTS  
All concerts are mandatory unless they occur during a regularly-scheduled WKU class. In this case, a student may be 
excused from a performance if they notify Dr. Hondorp in advance via email.  
 
REHEARSALS  



1. Rehearsals begin and end promptly at the scheduled time.  
2. All extra rehearsals are absolutely mandatory unless they occur during a regularly- scheduled WKU class. In this 
case, a student may be excused from an extra rehearsal if they notify Dr. Hondorp in advance via email.  
3. Pencils are required for rehearsal markings in the music.  
4. A singer who feels that s/he should “mark” or who cannot sing due to illness should inform Dr. Hondorp and 
the graduate assistant in her/his of this fact before the rehearsal begins. If there is a chance of contagion, the singer 
should sit away from the group. Please note that, like an athlete, singers must stay healthy and must be proactive in 
remaining healthy. This means that singers should go to the doctor sooner rather than later. You absolutely should 
not sing if it hurts to sing; at the same time, please understand that if you are chronically ill, you are not contributing 
to the ensemble.  
6. Professional musicians always notify a conductor if they will miss a rehearsal. This professionalism is expected of 
Chorale members. If you know you will be absent, please fill out an online absence form in advance of the absence.  
7. We live in a world where texting, emailing, etc. is common place everywhere. Please know, however, that this 
activity is NOT acceptable in any high-level music rehearsal at any time.  
 
Performance attire:  
Women:  Uniform dress (to be ordered at the beginning of the semester), appropriate leggings and shoes (no 
excessively high heels); longer hair is to be pulled back, off the face.   
Men:  
For 3/5/17 and 4/23/17:  Black dress suit, black shirt, uniform red and black tie (to be distributed and returned at 
each concert), black shoes and socks; longer hair is to be pulled back, off the face. 
For 4/28/17:  Black tuxedo, white shirt, black bow tie, black cummerbund or black vest, black shoes and socks; 
longer hair is to be pulled back, off the face.  
 
SERVICE  
There is an expectation that everyone will provide service to the ensemble when need arises. This consists of 
serving on all riser strike/set up crews as assigned. Other opportunities will arise, however, and when they do, 
please pitch in and volunteer — just because it's the right thing to do. It is worth noting that semester grades can be 
raised if a student has performed extraordinary service. Very rarely, grades may be lifted even more than one degree 
when the student has performed extraordinary service AND when a student has gotten into absence trouble 
because of long-term, documented illness.  
 
Performance attire:  
Women:  Uniform dress (to be ordered at the beginning of the semester), appropriate leggings and shoes (no 
excessively high heels); longer hair is to be pulled back, off the face.   
Men: Black tuxedo, white shirt, black bow tie, black cummerbund or black vest, black shoes and socks; longer hair 
is to be pulled back, off the face.  
  
DISABILITY: 
In compliance with University policy, students with disabilities who require academic and/or auxiliary accommodations for 
this course must contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center located in Downing Student Union, 1074. SARC can be 
reached by phone number at 270-745-5004 [270-745-3030 TTY] or via email at sarc.connect@wku.edu. Please do not request 
accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a Faculty Notification Letter (FNL) from The Student 
Accessibility Resource Center. 
 
 
SEMESTER DATES ARE LISTED BELOW.  ANY KNOWN CONFLICTS MUST BE SENT TO 
sing@wku.edu BY 1.25.17 at 5 pm FOR THE DIRECTOR’S CONSIDERATION.  



 

WKU CHORAL ACTIVITIES OVERVIEW
WKU CHORALE - SPRING 2017

Event  Date  Location  Start time Ensembles involved Comments

Prism Concert 1/27/2017 Van Meter 8 pm Chorale
TrebleMakers
RedShirts

Uniform for this concert is all
black.

1/25/2017 Van Meter 5:00 pm
event:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:

Fabian
Vargas
Residency

3/3/2017 CRH 11:30
am

Chorale Fabian Vargas, a choral
condutor and tenor from
Costa Rica, will be in
residence at WKU,
presenting a session on the
choral music of Costa Rica
in the student recital hour.
This is a swipeable event.

3/3/2017 10:30
AM

event:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:

WKU
CHOIRS
Spring
Concert

3/5/2017 Van Meter 3:00 pm RedShirts
TrebleMakers
Chorale
Women's Chorus
Men's Chorus

3/4/2017 Van Meter 11:00
am

event:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:

WKU Choirs
Spring Finale

4/23/2017 Van Meter 3:00 pm Men's Chorus
Women's Chorus
RedShirts
TrebleMakers
Chorale

4/22/2017 Van Meter 11:00
am

event:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:

The Armed
Man:  A Mass
for Peace

4/28/2017 Van Meter 7:30 pm SOKY Choral Society
Chorale

4/17/17 is combined forces
Piano/vocal rehearsal
Symphony event - See http:
//wku.showare.com for
pricing

4/27/2017 Van Meter 6:30 pm
4/25/2017 Van Meter 6:30 pm

event:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:

4/17/2017 CRH 6:45 pmrhrsl:

President’s
Farewell Gala

5/4/2017 South Lawn 6:00 pm Chorale Chorale will perform two
pieces for the President’s
Farewell Gala Event.
Students will be fed for this
event.  Times approximate
and subject to adjustment

event:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:
rhrsl:

1/20/2017This schedule current as of:


