
MUS 327-001 Music History II 
Fall 2016 (CRN: 45873) 
Instructor: Dr. Natalie Adcock 
Lectures: Room FAC 0359 
Meeting times: T/Th 11:10-12:30 
Office hours: by appointment only 
 
Textbook: Barbara Russano Hanning: Concise History of Western Music, 5th ed. 
ISBN:  9780393124262 
Publisher: W. W. Norton 
Edition: 5th 
Copyright: 2014 
 
This textbook includes an access code to the ebook and the recordings. You will 
need a new book to access this part of the course. If you choose to buy a used 
book, you may elect to search out recordings yourself on YouTube. 
 

QEP	  Student	  Learning	  Goal	   

WKU students will bring evidence and argument to life through written, oral, and visual means. 
Graduates will apply and adapt this learning to their professional, social, and personal lives.  

QEP	  Student	  Learning	  Outcomes	   

1.   WKU students will demonstrate the ability to gather sound and relevant evidence to 
address an issue. (Evidence-Gathering)  

2.   WKU students will demonstrate the ability to analyze and synthesize the assembled 
evidence. (Sense-Making) 

3.   WKU students will demonstrate the ability to articulate a logical and supported argument 
based on this analysis. (Argumentation)  

Colonnade	  Program	  Course—Connections:	  Understanding	  Individual	  and	   

Social	  Responsibility:	  Social	  and	  Cultural	   

Students will investigate ways in which individuals shape, and are shaped by, the societies and 
cultures within which they live. Courses will consider the ethical questions and shared cultural 
values that shape societal norms and behaviors, the independent and collective or collaborative 
artistic expression of those values, and/or the role of social and cultural institutions in developing 
and sustaining norms, values, and beliefs.  

Connections:	  Social	  and	  Cultural	  Learning	  Outcomes	   



Students will be able to:  

1.   Analyze the development of self in relation to others and society.  
2.   Examine diverse values that form civically engaged and informed members of society.  
3.   Evaluate solutions to real-world social and cultural problems.  

What	  this	  course	  is	  about:	   

MUS 327 is a survey of western music of about 1780 through the twentieth century. We shall 
study the music of the church, theater, aristocratic salon and concert hall. Major composers 
include the Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Brahms, Verdi, Wagner, Stravinsky, and Schoenberg..  

The overall goals of the course include the following: students will have a general understanding 
of the chronology of music history from about 1780 through the twentieth century, with an 
ability to place important composers and compositions within that period; students will be able to 
recognize various musical genres, or types of compositions, such as the concerto or the opera, 
and understand how they changed over time; students will study the evolution of music style and 
how various musical elements, such as form, tone color, melody, harmony and texture, reflected 
both composers' innovations and changes in the tastes of musical audiences. We will also 
compare Western with World music, in particular, Asian orchestral and theatrical music, and 
African drumming and singing.  

Students will work on exploring ways composers projected themselves into their music. Students 
will also study the connections between music and society: how music affected social conditions, 
i.e., as propaganda, as a means of civic engagement, as a force for social change, as well as how 
social conditions influenced the type of music that composers created. In MUS 327 through the 
study of music history, students will see how musicians found their audiences and used new 
technology. They will also see how the cultivation of the musical experience and musical 
knowledge can improve the quality of life for individuals within society.  

To demonstrate mastery of the material, students will be tested both with objective and essay 
questions. They will also be required to write a research paper, in which they will investigate in 
greater depth and in an original way some aspect of the music of this period.  

How	  the	  class	  works:	   

Students must come to class having done the reading, listening and worksheet assignments. You 
must bring the anthology with you to class. Attendance will be taken. I reserve 10 points of your 
grade to reflect my evaluation of your attendance and preparation for class.  

The basic resources of this course are (1) my lectures, (2) the recordings and reference materials 
assigned in the syllabus, in class,  and available via the textbook access code, (3) my office 
hours, where I can give individual attention, comments and advice, and (4) class discussion, 
which provides a forum in which you can discuss various problems and ideas with your peers 
and (5) your notebook. The notes you take in class, on the readings, on your research and on 
your ideas will stay with you forever. A notebook should be like a diary. It is not an instrument 



for the passive recording of bits of information that flow past you, but rather the inner sanctum in 
which you develop your own ideas and questions about music and its history.  

Policy	  for	  electronic	  devices:	   

The class meeting time is assigned for learning about the course content matter. You will get the 
most out of it if you focus all of your attention and actions on learning. Research shows that 
multi- tasking is a hindrance to productivity; therefore, I require that you do not turn on 
electronic devices for any purpose other than work related directly to class. Class time is a time 
to show respect for classmates and not distract them or yourself by sending your attention and 
your texts elsewhere. Any use of an electronic device for non-classroom activities is not 
permitted. Please turn them off/store them under your seat. This includes cell phones, laptops, 
ipods, ipads, etc. If you have a special need, make an appointment to talk to me about it.  

Policy	  for	  absences:	   

Absences due to required course work or required for scholarships will be excused with written 
proof. In addition to these, THREE excused absences are allowed for the semester. If you have 
frequent absences for health reasons, you are advised to get a letter from SARC.  

Grading:	   

There will be three exams, including the final. In addition, there will be regular homework 
assignments. No late homework will be accepted. The grades that I assign, that is, the number of 
points you receive for each test or assignment, is absolute. I do not curve grades.  

Grading	  Scale:	   

“A” 100-89.5 points  
“B” 89.4-79.5 
“C” 79.4-69.5 
“D” 69.4-60  
“F” is given for anything below 60. 
 

Grading will be computed as follows. To help you figure out where you stand in the course, enter 
your points earned in the third column below.  

 

DISABILITY	   

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary 
aids or services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Accessibility Resource 
Center (SARC), DSU, Room 1074. The telephone number is 270.745.5004 V/TDD. Please DO 



NOT request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of 
accommodation from SARC.  

PLAGIARISM	   

Student work may be checked using plagiarism detection software. For regulations see the WKU 
Undergraduate Catalog 2015-2016. See “Academic Information,” Academic Offenses, p. 33-34.  

www.wku.edu/undergraduatecatalog 

The	  Writing	  Center	   

The Writing Center offers individual conferences about writing with our staff of English majors 
and graduate students. Our services are available to all Western Kentucky University students. 
For more information and hours of operation see  

http://wku.edu/writingcenter/index.php  

The	  Library	   

To schedule an appointment with their subject librarian, students should call 745-6125 or e-mail 
web.reference@wku.edu. See http://wku.edu/library/dlps/reference_services.php  

Please be aware that there is an organized system to advise the librarian in effective planning for 
fiscal needs. If you would like the library to purchase a particular book or audio/video recording, 
please contact me. As the Music Department’s Library Representative, I will request the library 
to order the material.  

If you need any books, articles, or recordings temporarily for a project, such as a research paper 
or Capstone Jury, you can obtain these (if the Library does not have them) through Interlibrary 
Loan or the Library’s Databases.  

	  
	  
***	  This	  syllabus	  may	  be	  amended	  by	  the	  instructor	  at	  any	  time.	  


