
 1

MUS 326-003 Music History I 
Fall 2016 
Instructor: Dr. Mary Wolinski 
Lectures: Room 354, Ivan Wilson Center for Fine Arts [IWFAC], MWF 12:40-1:35 
Office hours: These are drop-in times when you can meet me without an appointment: MWF 
11:30-12:25, TR 11:10-12:30.  Room 323, IWFAC, phone 745-5059, e-mail: 
mary.wolinski@wku.edu 

Course	Materials	
Textbook: Barbara Russano Hanning: Concise History of Western Music, 5th ed. 
Anthology: Burkholder/Palisca: Norton Anthology of Western Music, Vol. 1, 7th edition 
  
These books and recordings are on sale at the WKU Store in the Downing Student Union. A new 
textbook includes a Total Access card that provides you with streaming recordings, practice 
quizzes, opera videos, and an ebook. The access lasts for two years, so that you can use it next 
semester for Music History II and beyond.  

E‐Course	Web‐Site:	
 https://blackboard.wku.edu or go to WKU's home page and click on Blackboard. Use 
your WKU e-mail user name and password to log into the course. Any messages that I send to you 
will go to your WKU e-mail address.    

On	Blackboard	
Under “Content:” Daily worksheets, Handouts, special reading and listening assignments that are 
not in the required textbook, Study guides for exams, Guidelines for the research paper, Leadership 
Discussion Groups 
 
Under the “Grade Center:” your earned points for each requirement 

QEP	Student	Learning	Goal	
WKU students will bring evidence and argument to life through written, oral, and visual means.  
Graduates will apply and adapt this learning to their professional, social, and personal lives. 

QEP	Student	Learning	Outcomes	
1. WKU students will demonstrate the ability to gather sound and relevant evidence to address 

an issue. (Evidence-Gathering) 
2. WKU students will demonstrate the ability to analyze and synthesize the assembled 

evidence. (Sense-Making) 
3. WKU students will demonstrate the ability to articulate a logical and supported argument 

based on this analysis. (Argumentation) 
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Pre‐2014	General	Education	Goals	and	Objectives	
I. This course will help fulfill the following General Education goals and objectives only for 
students who began taking Music History before 2014. This course does NOT fulfill the 
Colonnade requirements. 
 
5. An informed acquaintance with major achievements in the arts of the humanities 
 
6. A historical perspective and understanding of connections between past and present 
 
II. How the specific course goals and objectives are linked to the General Education goals: 
 
5. Students will learn the terminology for various aspects of musical style of the Medieval, 

Renaissance, and early Baroque periods. They will recognize the important achievements in  
music in these styles through learning about major composers and their musical compositions. 
They will also be able to identify various forms of music and manners of musical expression. 

 
6. Students will gain an understanding of the changes in style from one musical-artistic period to            
    another. They will be able to identify the origins of musical styles and genres that are still in use     
    today, such as chant, madrigals, hymns, and anthems. They will also identify interrelationships      
    between historical and religious events and the development of specific musical genres. 

What	this	course	is	about:		
MUS 326 is an introduction to music history, as well as a survey of music of the Middle Ages, 
Renaissance, and Baroque  periods. Students should have taken at least two semesters of music 
theory or fundamentals. 
 
This course will cover the history of music from antiquity to about 1750, the end of the Late 
Baroque style in western music. It will include aspects of music in the Ancient Near East, Greece 
and Rome, the Medieval East and West, secular and sacred music of the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance, and the Baroque.   We shall concentrate on the musical characteristics of the 
compositions and their cultural context, and we shall consider how music changed over time. We 
shall emphasize, as a regular part of class, the ability to recognize these characteristics and to take 
note of the innovations of the various eras and styles of music.  Along the way, we will experience 
the mystery and romance of music of this by-gone time.  It will help us to appreciate how far 
western civilization has come, and how far it has yet to go. We will also compare Western with 
global music, in particular, world chants and African ostinato.   

How	the	class	works:		
You are responsible for the assigned reading and listening. Please be sure to do the listening and 
reading assignments before you attend class. Attendance will be taken.  I reserve 10 points of your 
grade to reflect my evaluation of your scholarship and preparation for class. I will deduct points 
from a student's attendance grade for what I consider excessive and disruptive talking during class. 
 
Practice exams will be given throughout the semester. 
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You must bring the anthology with you to class. If you do not have a copy, make arrangements to 
share one with a friend. In-class quizzes will be based on the anthology. 
 
The basic resources of this course are (1) my lectures, (2) the recordings and reference materials 
assigned in the syllabus and available in the library, (3) my office hours, where I can give 
individual attention, comments and advice, and (4) class discussion, which provides a forum in 
which you can discuss various problems and ideas with your peers and (5) the Blackboard web-site. 
Another valuable resource is (6) your notebook. The notes you take in class, on the readings, on 
your research and on your ideas will stay with you forever.  A notebook should be like a diary. It is 
not an instrument for the passive recording of bits of information that flow past you, but rather the 
inner sanctum in which you develop your own ideas and questions about music and its history.  

Policy	for	electronic	devices:			
The class meeting time is assigned for learning about the course content matter. You will get the 
most out of it if you focus all of your attention and actions on learning. Research shows that multi-
tasking is a hindrance to productivity; therefore, I require that you do not turn on electronic devices 
for any purpose other than work related directly to class. Class time is a time to show respect for 
classmates and not distract them or yourself by sending your attention and your texts elsewhere. 
Any use of an electronic device for non-classroom activities is not permitted. Please turn them 
off/store them in your backpack. This includes cell phones, laptops, ipods, ipads, etc. If you have a 
special need, make an appointment to talk to me about it.  

Policy	for	absences:		
Absences due to required course work or required for scholarships will be excused with written 
proof.  In addition to these, THREE excused absences are allowed for the semester.  If you have 
frequent absences for health reasons, you are advised to get a letter from SARC. 

Grading	Scale:		
 “A” 100-89.5 points 
 “B” 89.4-79.5 
 “C” 79.4-69.5 
 “D” 69.4-60 
  “F” is given for anything below 60.  
 
A grade of “C” is necessary to fulfill the music major requirement. 
 
Grading will be computed as follows. To help you figure out where you stand in the course, enter 
your points earned in the third column below. 
 
 Maximum Points Earned Points 
   
Exam 1 15  
Exam 2 15  
Final Exam 15  
Leadership Discussion Group 9  
Assignments: 1 12  
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 Maximum Points Earned Points 
2 12  
3 12  
Attendance and participation 10  
   
Total 100  

Leadership.		
Students will demonstrate leadership by leading discussion on topics to be assigned.  

Optional	Field	Trip.		
You may elect to write a report on the field trip this semester in place of doing one of the written 
assignments. This year the field trip will be to see Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni broadcast live 
from the Metropolitan Opera House in New York on Sat., Oct. 22, 2016, 11:55 AM at the Regal 
Bowling Green Stadium 12 movie theater (formerly known as Great Escape).  The price is around 
$10.  (The regular price is $25.44.) Payment is due to me by Sept. 12. 

Extra	credit.		
For 3 points extra credit, you may present a project of your own. This may be a performance of a 
medieval, renaissance, or baroque piece, the performance of your own composition in one of those 
styles, or another type of project (5 to 10 minutes long).  This can be done singly or in a group.  
Please discuss the topic with me first.  A maximum of 3 points per student is allowed. One point is 
deducted in cases in which there is more than one student to a part and when less than a complete 
movement is performed. The performance must synchronize with the topics being discussed in 
class.   

DISABILITY			

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids 
or services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Accessibility Resource Center 
(SARC), DSU, Room 1074.  The telephone number is 270.745.5004 V/TDD.  Please DO NOT 
request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of 
accommodation from SARC. 

PLAGIARISM	
Student work may be checked using plagiarism detection software. For regulations see the WKU 
Undergraduate Catalog 2015-2016. See “Academic Information,” Academic Offenses, p. 33-34. 
Students committing academic offenses will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct. 
www.wku.edu/undergraduatecatalog 

Library	Resources	
To schedule an appointment with their subject librarian, students should call 745-6125 or e-mail 
web.reference@wku.edu.  See http://wku.edu/library/dlps/reference_services.php 
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Please be aware that there is an organized system to advise the librarian in effective planning for 
fiscal needs. If you would like the library to purchase a particular book or audio/video recording, 
please contact me. As the Music Department’s Library Representative, I will request the library to 
order the material. 
 
If you need any books, articles, or recordings temporarily for a project, such as a research paper or 
Capstone Jury, you can obtain these (if the Library does not have them) through Interlibrary Loan 
or the Library’s Databases. 
 
See the “Reserve List” on Blackboard (Content) for course materials on reserve in the VPAL 
 



DATE TOPIC HANNING DUE DATES
CHAPTER

22‐Aug Monday Introduction: Why Study Music History?
24‐Aug Wednesday "The Music Instinct" Blackboard

UNIT I THE ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL WORLDS

26‐Aug Friday Music in Ancient Greece and Early Christian Rome 1
29‐Aug Monday
31‐Aug Wednesday Chant and Secular Song in the Middle Ages 2
2‐Sep Friday
5‐Sep Monday Labor Day
7‐Sep Wednesday Assignment 1
9‐Sep Friday Kerman/Tomlinson Listen:  "Global Chants" Blackboard Leadership Discussion 1
12‐Sep Monday Polyphony through the Thirteenth Century 3 Optional opera report
14‐Sep Wednesday
16‐Sep Friday EXAM 1 EXAM 1
19‐Sep Monday French and Italian Music in the Fourteenth Century 4
21‐Sep Wednesday

UNIT II THE AGE OF THE RENAISSANCE

23‐Sep Friday England, France, and Burgundy in the 15th Century 5 Leadership Discussion 2
26‐Sep Monday
28‐Sep Wednesday Music of Franco‐Flemish Composers, 1450‐1520 6
30‐Sep Friday
3‐Oct Monday Secular Song and National Styles in the 16th Century 7
5‐Oct Wednesday Leadership Discussion 3

43730 MUS 326 003   (MUSIC HISTORY I) Term: 201630
MWF (Monday Wednesday Friday ) From: 08/22/2016 To: 12/09/2016



DATE TOPIC HANNING DUE DATES
7‐Oct Friday Fall Break Day
10‐Oct Monday The Rise of Instrumental Music 8
12‐Oct Wednesday
14‐Oct Friday Sacred Music in the Era of the Reformation 9 Assignment 2
17‐Oct Monday Leadership Discussion 4
19‐Oct Wednesday Kerman/Tomlinson Listen: "Music & Colonialism" Blackboard
21‐Oct Friday EXAM 2 EXAM 2

UNIT III THE LONG 17TH CENTURY: THE BAROQUE STYLE

22‐Oct Saturday
24‐Oct Monday Vocal Music of the Early Baroque and 10
26‐Oct Wednesday  the Invention of Opera
28‐Oct Friday Vocal Music for Chamber and Church  11 Leadership Discussion 5
31‐Oct Monday in the Early Baroque
2‐Nov Wednesday Instrumental Music in the 17th Century 12 Optional Opera Report 
4‐Nov Friday Class cancelled due to a conference
7‐Nov Monday
9‐Nov Wednesday Opera and Vocal Music in the Late 17th Century 13
11‐Nov Friday
14‐Nov Monday Kerman/Tomlinson Listen: "Global Ostinato Forms" Blackboard
16‐Nov Wednesday Baroque Music in the Early Eighteenth Century 14 Leadership Discussion 6
18‐Nov Friday Assignment 3
21‐Nov Monday
23‐Nov Wednesday Thanksgiving Break
25‐Nov Friday Thanksgiving Break
28‐Nov Monday
30‐Nov Wednesday Leadership Discussion 7
2‐Dec Friday FINAL LISTENING AND SCORE IDS FINAL LISTENING AND SCORE IDS
6‐Dec Tuesday FINAL EXAM PART 2: 1:00‐3:00 FINAL EXAM PART 2: 1:00‐3:00

Optional Opera, Regal Bowling Green Stadium 12, 11:55 AM


	326revsyl003
	32603_201630_43730

