
Math 183-002  INTRODUCTORY STATISTICS Spring 2017 
MWF 10:20 – 11:15   TCCW 0305 

Instructor: Tonja Miick (pronounced “Tonya Mick”).   

Office: COHH 3111    Phone: 270-745-3181 

Office Hours:  MWF 8:00 – 10:05 & 1:50 – 12:45, TR 8:00 – 9:20, and by appointment or capture.  

Email: tonja.miick@wku.edu  

Course Description:   

MATH 183: Introductory Statistics (3 hours) meets five learning objectives as part of the Colonnade requirement 
for quantitative reasoning.  Math 183 students will learn to interpret, illustrate, and communicate mathematical 
and statistical ideas.  Further, students will learn to model and solve problems.  As part of this course, students 
will learn concepts from introduction to elementary probability theory; the analysis of data by means of 
frequency distributions and the statistics which describe them; the binomial and normal probability 
distributions; statistical inference; and emphasis is on applied real world problems.  This course is not accepted 
for credit toward the mathematics major or minor.   

Learning Objectives:   

This course fulfills the Quantitative Reasoning requirement in the Foundations category of WKU’s Colonnade 
program.  Quantitative Reasoning courses teach students to interpret, illustrate, and communicate 
mathematical and/or statistical ideas. Students will learn to model and solve problems. As part of that program, 
Math 183 has the following learning objectives: 

Students will demonstrate the ability to: 

1. Interpret information presented in mathematical and/or statistical forms.  
2. Illustrate and communicate mathematical and/or statistical information symbolically, visually and/or 

numerically. 
3. Determine when computations are needed and execute the appropriate computations. 
4. Apply an appropriate model to the problem to be solved. 
5. Make inferences, evaluate assumptions, and assess limitations in estimation modeling and/or statistical 

analysis. 

Prerequisites:    

Satisfactory score on Math ACT and MPE, or COMPASS, or KYOTE; or DMA 096C with a grade of C or better. 

Textbook:    

Elementary Statistics Using the TI-83/84 Plus Calculator, 4th Edition, 2014, by Triola.  

Textbook is optional; the entire content of the textbook can be accessed online within the MyStatLab program 
(which is required).  Most students do NOT purchase a physical book. 

Required:   

A subscription to MyStatLab.  Your courseID:  miick72568 

Calculator:  

Students are expected to have a graphing calculator (TI-83 Plus or TI-84) for classroom, homework, and exam 
use.  TI-83 and TI-84 are preferred, and instruction for these models will be given (in fact, the text is specifically 
designed for these models).  You should bring your calculator to class every day, and especially on test and quiz 
dates.  Cell phones calculators are prohibited.  Using a cell phone as a calculator on a quiz or exam will be 
considered cheating. 



MyStatLab:  

Most of the features of Blackboard have a similar option available in MyStatLab so in an attempt to simplify 
things, I will only be using MyStatLab.  Class notes, assignments, and announcements will all be posted there 
(announcements will also be sent to the email address you designate on the site).  It is therefore impossible to 
take this course without a subscription.  You can purchase an access code through the university bookstore, or 
you can purchase it online directly from the website using a credit or debit card or PayPal.  If you are unsure if 
you will stay in the class, or need some extra time to get the money necessary to purchase it (waiting on 
financial aid, paycheck, etc.), you can get a temporary subscription which lasts 14 days.  You can then upgrade 
to a full subscription at the end of the trial period without losing your work.  Please keep in mind that this is only 
a delay, not a way to avoid purchasing the subscription.  You must purchase it for this class (so keep this in mind 
if you need to put it on your university bill as university billing ends two weeks after the start of school). 

There is a section called “Course Documents” on MyStatLab.  I will use this to post important documents for the 
class.  I will also post guided notes for each class.  You should print these and bring them to class to use in taking 
notes each day as I will not allow time to write down information already printed on these notes.  I suggest you 
check for updates prior to class each day. 

Instructions for signing up for MyStatLab are included at the end of the syllabus. 

Communication:    

I will primarily use email and MyStatLab for communication.  Therefore, it is very important that you use an 
email address that you check often (typically your WKU email) in coordination with your MyStatLab account, and 
make sure emails from the program are not blocked or filtered as junk mail by your email.  You should get in the 
habit of checking your email at least once a day, preferably twice.   

Attendance:  

Attendance in this course is crucial to your success and will be recorded each day.  Therefore, your attendance 
and punctuality are expected.  If you miss a class, you are responsible for finding out what topics were covered 
and for completing any missed work.  If you have 3 or fewer absences (I do not differentiate between excused 
and unexcused), 5 percentage points will be added to your final exam. 

Students who cease attending class are expected to report to the Office of the Registrar to initiate withdrawal 
procedures.  The withdrawal deadline is March 10.   

Participation:    

To ensure an accurate picture of class understanding as a whole (instead of just the few students who speak up), 
I will call on each student to answer questions daily.  To ensure that nobody feels “picked on,” I will randomize 
the class roster and use this to determine the order in which students are selected.  Over the course of the 
semester, each student should receive both easy and difficult questions, and no student will be penalized or 
shamed for incorrect answers.  Incorrect answers can often be just as, if not more, helpful to the class as correct 
ones.   

To compensate students for this obligation, 8% of the course grade will be given to class participation.  To earn 
these points, a student needs only to have good attendance, pay attention, and attempt to answer questions.  
Points may be deducted for absences, refusal to attempt answers at questions, obvious inattention (such as 
using cell phone in class), or disrespectfulness to other students as they participate.  A minimum of three 
participation grades will be dropped at the end of the semester to offset possibly necessary absences. 

In the unlikely event that I decide that this model is not working for our class, participation grades and weighting 
will be combined with homework.   

 

 



Course Content:  

We will cover selected topics from chapters 1 through 11 of the textbook.  We will not necessarily cover topics 
in the order in which they are presented in the text.  Here is a tentative outline of the material that we will 
cover: 

 Chapters 1-3 

 Chapter 10:  Sections 1-3 

 Chapter 4:  Sections 1-7 

 Chapter 5:  Sections 1-4 

 Chapter 6:  Sections 1-6 

 Chapter 7:  Sections 1-4 

 Chapter 8:  Sections 1-5 

 Chapter 11:  Sections 1-3 

 Chapter 9:  Sections 1-4 (time permitting) 

Homework:  

Homework will be assigned daily with specific deadlines for completion.  I will indicate whether a particular 
assignment is to be completed on paper or online using MyStatLab.  This homework is your responsibility to 
complete on time.  Assignments made using MyStatLab will not be reopened once they are closed, but you will 
have the opportunity to recover some of your missed points after the due date by completing any problems that 
you missed.  However, 10% of the points recovered for these problems will be deducted for each day beyond 
the due date that it is completed.  Note that this deduction will only apply to problems that were not previously 
completed.  You cannot lose points for problems already earned.   

Each student needs regular, reliable internet access.  I strongly suggest that you also have a back-up plan for 
when your internet access is down, such as one of the many computer labs on campus.  Any equipment 
problems (including internet outages) will not be considered a valid excuse for missing assignments! 

Some homework problems allow for an infinite number of attempts.  When this is not the case, an instructor 
note will pop up, letting you know how many attempts you have for that question.  Please note that just 
because you click the “Final Check” button for a problem, it does not always mean it is your last attempt; it 
might mean that it is your last attempt for that version of the problem.  If a “Similar Exercise” button appears, 
that means you are still allowed to attempt that problem again (but it will be slightly altered). 

The “Ask My Instructor” link allows you to email me with a link to your exact problem.  Clicking this link and 
asking something along the lines of “How do I do this?” will not be acceptable.  It is expected that you will 
explain what you tried and where you are having an issue.  Please note that if I respond with a question, it is my 
way of engaging in an online dialogue.  Resolving your problem may require several back-and-forth emails, much 
like an in-person conversation would require back-and-forth talking. 

This class will contain material that builds on previous material covered, so DO NOT FALL BEHIND!  If you miss a 
class, get the notes immediately.  Understanding problems that I work in class and being able to work problems 
on your own are two completely different things.  If you do not do the homework, you will find the quizzes AND 
exams very difficult.  If you are having trouble with a topic covered, come see me as soon as problems arise (i.e., 
not the day before the exam or the day an assignment is due). 

The key to learning math is to practice the procedures.  Homework is how you learn math.  Any attempts to 
circumvent actually working the problems yourself only hurts you, and will become obvious after the exam.   

Quizzes:    

Quizzes will be given approximately once per week.  These quizzes may be either traditional paper-and-pencil 
quizzes or online quizzes using MyStatLab.  Typically they will be in class and consist of 2-5 questions given 



during the last 10-15 minutes of class.  However, if we run out of time in class, some may be given online 
instead.  Each person’s lowest quiz grade will be dropped at the end of the semester.  If you miss an in-class 
quiz, it is your responsibility to make an appointment with the instructor to make up the quiz before the next 
class period, or it will result in a zero.  Online quizzes will never be reopened once they are closed. 

Exams:   

There will be 3 regular exams and a comprehensive final exam.  MISSING AN EXAM IS A SERIOUS MATTER!  
Make-up exams will only be given when a student presents evidence that he or she will be absent from an 
examination because of illness, death in the family, or university business.  Make-ups must be taken within one 
week of the date missed and it is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor concerning this matter.  

The comprehensive final exam will be taken as a class as scheduled by the university for finals week.  Our final 
exam is scheduled Monday, May 8 from 10:30 – 12:30. 

Course Grade:

A weighted average for this course will be 
calculated using the following scale.  

 Homework  12% 
 Quizzes   12% 
 Participation  8% 
 Regular Exams 48%   (16% each) 
 Final Exam  20% 

Letter grades will be assigned from the weighted average 
using the following grading scale. 

 A 90 – 100 
 B 80 – 89 
 C 70 – 79 
 D 60 – 69 
 F 59 and below

I will use the Gradebook in MyStatLab to keep track of your grades.  However, special circumstances and 
calculation issues may cause errors.  Therefore, you should think of this as a general idea of your grade, and not 
a guarantee.  I reserve the right to make changes to the grade book.  If you see something that you believe to be 
incorrect, please let me know so I can look into it. 

Cell phones:   

Cell phones, iPods, etc. should be turned off and properly stowed during class (with headphones/ear buds 
removed).  If you are seen using your phone during class (for text messaging or otherwise), you run the risk of 
losing 1 point of credit on the next exam for each occurrence and it will be reflected in your participation grades.   

Academic Dishonesty:   

“Students who commit any act of academic dishonesty may receive from the instructor a failing grade in that 
portion of the coursework in which the act is detected or a failing grade in the course without possibility of 
withdrawal.” (See https://www.wku.edu/undergraduatecatalog.)  Students may help each other on homework 
assignments, but individual work is required on all exams and quizzes.  Attempts to use a cell phone as a 
calculator will be viewed as cheating. 

Tutoring:  

Math Lab:  COHH 2124    Mon–Thurs 8:30am-4:30pm & Fri 8:30am–2:00pm 

Tutors in the Math Lab are undergraduate or graduate math majors and are familiar with the course content.  
Tutoring is free.  Please take your laptop with you, or print out your problems, if you intend to ask them 
questions regarding the MyStatLab assignments.  If you need additional help beyond what the instructor can 
provide, I highly recommend you try out the Math Lab. 

The Learning Center (TLC):  Should you require academic assistance with your WKU courses, The Learning 
Center (located in the Downing Student Union, 2141) provides free supplemental education programs for all 
currently enrolled WKU students. The Learning Center at Downing Student Union offers certified, one-on-one 
tutoring in over 200 subjects and eight academic skill areas by appointment or walk in. Online tutoring is offered 

https://www.wku.edu/undergraduatecatalog


to distance learners. TLC is also a quiet study area (with side rooms designated for peer-to-peer tutoring) and a 
computer lab to complete academic coursework. Please call TLC in the Downing Student Union at (270) 745-
5065 for more information or to schedule a tutoring appointment. www.wku.edu/tlc. 

Me:  My office hours are for you.  You can always stop by during my office hours to receive extra help.  My office 
is College High Hall (COHH).  Go to the 3rd floor.  The last door on the left (moving away from the external door) 
opens onto a ring of offices.  Just follow it around to find mine, office number 3111.   

Remark:  

I reserve the right to make changes to the policies outlined in the syllabus at any time, as needed.   

ADA Statement:  

In compliance with University policy, students with disabilities who require academic and/or auxiliary 
accommodations for this course must contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center located in Downing 
Student Union, 1074. SARC can be reached by phone number at 270-745-5004 [270-745-3030 TTY] or via email 
at sarc.connect@wku.edu. Please do not request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor 
without a Faculty Notification Letter (FNL) from The Student Accessibility Resource Center. 

  

http://www.wku.edu/tlc
mailto:sarc.connect@wku.edu


To register for Miick / Spring 2017 / 183-002 / MWF 10:20: 

1. Go to www.pearsonmylabandmastering.com. 

2. Under Register, select Student. 

3. Confirm you have the information needed, then select OK! Register now. 

4. Enter your instructor’s course ID: miick72568, and Continue. 

5. Enter your existing Pearson account username and password to Sign In. 

You have an account if you have ever used a Pearson MyLab & Mastering product, such as 
MyMathLab, MyITLab, MySpanishLab, MasteringBiology or MasteringPhysics. 

 If you don’t have an account, select Create and complete the required fields. 

6. Select an access option. 

 Enter the access code that came with your textbook or was purchased separately from the 
bookstore. 

 Buy access using a credit card or PayPal account. 
 If available, get temporary access by selecting the link near the bottom of the page. 

7. From the You're Done! page, select Go To My Courses. 

8. On the My Courses page, select the course name Miick / Spring 2017 / 183-002 / MWF 10:20 to 

start your work. 

To sign in later: 

1. Go to www.pearsonmylabandmastering.com. 

2. Select Sign In. 

3. Enter your Pearson account username and password, and Sign In. 

4. Select the course name Miick / Spring 2017 / 183-002 / MWF 10:20 to start your work. 

To upgrade temporary access to full access: 

1. Go to www.pearsonmylabandmastering.com. 

2. Select Sign In. 

3. Enter your Pearson account username and password, and Sign In. 

4. Select Upgrade access for Miick / Spring 2017 / 183-002 / MWF 10:20. 

5. Enter an access code or buy access with a credit card or PayPal account. 
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