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Senior Seminar: Gender and Sexuality in American History, 1850-2000 

History 498 Spring 2017 

 

Dr. Jennifer A. Hanley 

Cherry Hall 

WKUG 202 

Jennifer.Walton-Hanley@wku.edu 

(270) 659-6959 

 

 

 

Course Description 

 This course explores the complex and intriguing themes of gender and sexuality in the 

United States from 1850 through 2000. In the course of the semester students will explore 

concepts of masculinity, femininity, and sexuality to develop a more nuanced and in-depth 

understanding of their important roles in forming the American history narrative. In addition, 

students will be asked to further complicate the American history story by analyzing how race, 

class, and region influenced the female and male experience. 

Learning Objectives 

1. By semester’s end, students will have produced a 20-25 page primary source research 

paper with an historical argument. 

2. Students will continue to develop their critical thinking and analytical skills by engaging 

in a variety of exercises including self-assessments, peer critiques, and classroom 

discussion. 

3. Students will have further improved their oral presentation skills through a combination 

of classroom discussion and a formal presentation of their research. 

4. Students will be able to construct and prove an historical argument through their 

independent research. 

5. Students should have a good understanding of the differences between a primary and a 

secondary source. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Hours 

Mondays 1:00-4:00 (BG) 

Tuesdays 2:00-5:00 

(Glasgow) 

Also by appointment 

 

mailto:Jennifer.Walton-Hanley@wku.edu
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Assigned Readings and Texts 

The following texts are available online and through the WKU bookstore. An electronic copy, as 

long as you take good notes, will be sufficient. Please bring the weekly assigned readings, 

including the Craft of Research with you to class. 

 

Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers 88
th

 ed. 

Joan Jacobs Brumberg, The Body Project: An Intimate History of American Girls 

Lillian Faderman, Odd Girls and Twilight Lovers. 

Kevin Mumford, Not Straight, Not White: Black Gay Men From the March on Washington to the  

                AIDS Crisis 

Michael Kimmel, Manhood in America 3
rd

 edition 

 

 

Graded Assignments 

Progress Reports: 10% 

Oral Progress Reports: 5% 

Preliminary Draft: 10% 

Full Rough Draft: 15% 

Peer Review: 10% 

Oral Presentation: 10% 

Final Paper: 30% 

Readings Exam: 10% 

 

Due Dates 

First Progress Report: January 30, 2017 

Second Progress Report: February 20, 2017 

Preliminary Draft: March 6, 2017 

Full Rough Draft: April 10, 2017 

Final Research Project: May 1, 2017 

Oral Presentations: Due Date Varies 

Peer Review: April 17, 2017 

Readings  Exam: April 17, 2017. 

 

Attendance Policy 

Attendance is mandatory. Students who accumulate more than 3 absences (excused/unexcused) 

should not expect to receive a grade higher than a C. Students who are late more than twice will be 

counted as absent on the third occasion.  Students who leave class during break without notifying 

the professor beforehand will be counted as absent. It is the student’s responsibility to sign in at the 

beginning of class. Students whose cell phones or personal technology are a constant problem will 

be asked to leave the class and counted as absent and subject to the penalties of absenteeism. 
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Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty 
Plagiarism is a serious offense and will not be tolerated. All students are required to submit their 

assignments to both Turnitin.com and Safe Assign. Hard copy papers must be identical to the 

electronic ones. If there is a discrepancy, I will be using the hard copy version. Academic 

dishonesty includes submitting the same or similar paper for more than one class. This is not 

allowed. Please consult the student code of conduct if you have any questions or concerns. 

 

Extensions  and Late Papers 

There are no extensions for any graded assignments. Essays are due at the beginning of class.  Late 

papers will be docked 5% per day including week-ends. Papers more than 2 full weeks late will not 

be accepted. There are no essay re-writes. Computer failure is not considered a valid reason for 

paper extensions. Once the link on Blackboard is closed the assignment will no longer be accepted. 

Plagiarized assignments will receive an automatic zero with the possibility of further academic 

repercussions. Absence on the day an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for a late paper. 

 

Incompletes 
There will be no incompletes given for this course unless for drastic medical reasons with 

appropriate documentation. You have ample time to complete all graded assignments. 

 

Cell Phones 

All phones must be turned off—not vibrate—in the classroom. You will have a break every 45-50 

minutes so you can check phones at that time. Cell phones are not permitted in the classroom during 

exams. Students caught texting during class will be counted as late. 

 

 

Personal Technology 
All personal technology is forbidden in the classroom unless expressly required to fulfill 

accommodations outlined by the Office of Student Disabilities or with special permission from the 

professor. These exceptions require appropriate documentation from this office and will not be 

granted until official notification has been received by the professor. Accommodations are not 

retroactive so please attend these matters in a timely fashion. 

 

Extra Credit 

Occasionally during the semester there will be extra credit opportunities. To participate, you must be 

here the entire class period the day it is assigned and the day it is due. Please bear in mind that extra 

credit is limited in its ability to perform magic. Badgering a professor for extra credit at the end of 

the semester and expecting miracles is pointless. 

 

My Expectations 

All students should come to class prepared to discuss any and all required materials. I reserve the 

right to call on anyone at any time. I also expect students to follow all syllabus guidelines including 

any last minute changes. 

 

Participation 
Students are expected to be actively engaged in all classroom discussions. To receive full 

participation marks students need to be prepared for all classes by completing the assigned readings, 
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turn in all assignments on time, take notes, not play on their computers or cell phones, and be 

respectful of others’ opinions and ideas. There is no excuse for temper tantrums or inappropriate 

behavior in an upper division classroom. Students whose cell phones or other personal technology 

disrupt class on a regular basis will forfeit ALL of their participation/student engagement points. 

 

E-mail Guidelines 

Please note: I do not check e-mail over the week-end. When writing e-mails please keep in mind 

that you are not writing to your best friend; be courteous and professional in your correspondence. I 

will not answer e-mails that I cannot read or understand. Also, there is no guarantee that I will 

respond to every e-mail—if there are multiple e-mails with the same question I will simply discuss 

the issue in class. Also, remember that not every e-mail reaches its destination. 

 

Blackboard 

All course documents are available on Blackboard. Please do not contact me about technical 

problems related to Blackboard—that is what IT is for. All classroom assignments must be uploaded 

on Blackboard and will be processed through SafeAssign—an anti-plagiarism software. Additionally, 

students are required to submit a hard copy in class that is identical to the one on Blackboard. 

Students will receive a zero on the assignment if the copies are not identical. 

 

Assignment Guidelines 

Students are expected to follow all instructions listed on the graded assignment rubrics. It is the 

student’s responsibility to ask for clarification, follow the guidelines, and fully complete the 

assignment. No assignments will be accepted once their Blackboard link is disabled. 

 

Inclement Weather Policy 

In the event the university cancels class due to inclement weather or some other unavoidable 

circumstance, students should check Blackboard to see if there is a take home assignment. Students 

are still responsible to complete the assigned readings for the cancelled class and should submit any 

required assignments for the course on blackboard by the beginning of the usual class starting time. 

Failure to upload assignments in a timely fashion will result in the same penalties as a late paper as 

indicated on Blackboard. Please expect to submit any make up assignments at the beginning of the 

next class meeting. In the event that there is a test scheduled for the canceled class day, students 

should expect to take the test at the next class meeting.  

 

Student Accommodations 

  “Students requesting support services from Disability Services are required to submit documentation 

of a disability to verify eligibility under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 of 

the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and Disability Services' policies. ADA defines a disability as a 

substantial limitation of a major life function. The diagnostic report must document a disability. 

Submission of documentation is not the same as the request for services. Request for services and/or 

reasonable accommodations must be initiated by the student once he/she is confirmed at the Western 

Kentucky University. The student must schedule an intake appointment with Disability Services so 
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that support services and reasonable   accommodations may be discussed. Documentation will be 

reviewed by Disability Services prior to the appointment. Reasonable accommodations cannot be 

implemented until the student's documentation is complete. Disability Services is responsible for the 

determination of reasonable accommodations.” 

www.wku.edu/aa/SDS/Doc/studentresponsibilities.doc 

 

Reading and Discussion Schedule 

 

Jan. 23: Introduction 

 

Jan 30: Antebellum Men, Manhood, p. 1-136. First Progress Reports Due 

 

Feb. 6:  Gentlemen, Manhood, p. 137-210 

 

Feb. 13: Man Meets Progress, Manhood, Finish,  

 

Feb. 20: Gilded Age Gals, Odd Girls, chs. 1-5, Second Progress Reports Due 

  

Feb. 27: Post-War Femininity, Odd Girls, Finish 

 

Mar 6.: Building Feminist Consciousness, Body Project, Intro-Ch.3; Preliminary Drafts  

     Due 

 

Mar. 13: Spring Break  

 

Mar. 20: Growing Up Female, Body Project, Finish 

 

Mar. 27: Girlhood Revisited, Not Straight, Intro-Chapter 4  

 

Apr. 3: Moving Forward, Not Straight,, Finish 

 

Apr. 10: Shag: The Movie Full Rough Drafts Due 

 

Apr. 17: Exam Day; Peer Reviews Due 

 

Apr. 24: Oral Presentations of Topics 

 

May 1.: Oral Presentations of Topics—Final Research Papers Due 

 

May 8: Finals Week 

http://www.wku.edu/aa/SDS/Doc/studentresponsibilities.doc
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