
 

       

               Western Kentucky University 

                                                            Potter College of Arts and Letters 

                                                           Department of Modern Languages 

 

                                    GERM 314: Introduction to German Literature 

                                      Fall 2017 Syllabus 
 

 

Dr. Laura G. McGee, Professor of German, Head of Modern Languages   

Office: Ivan Wilson FAC 251 

Office hours: M 2-3 and Th 10-11 and by appt.  

Phone: 270-745-2401     

E-mail: laura.mcgee@wku.edu 

 

Course Meeting Times and Location: T/Th 11:10-12:30 in FAC 256 

 

Departmental Mission Statement: Through course work, experience abroad, and other cultural 

encounters, the Department of Modern Languages cultivates communicative skills and cultural 

awareness that prepare students at Western Kentucky University to be more knowledgeable and 

sensitive citizens of the global community. 

 

Policies related to the award of credit: All students, whether “Old Gen Ed” or “Colonnade,” have 

the opportunity to take a test to demonstrate proficiency at the Novice High level or higher to fulfill 

the language requirement. See http://www.wku.edu/modernlanguages/placement/for complete 

information. Many students choose to take a course at the appropriate level based on their previous 

knowledge in order to learn more about the world and increase their competitiveness on the job 

market. “Old Gen Ed” students who elect to take course to fulfill the requirement must earn a D or 

higher in a 102 level course to fulfill the requirement. “Colonnade” students (entered fall 2014 and 

after) must earn a C or better to fulfill the requirement. Students who begin their study of a language 

above the 101 level based on previous knowledge and who complete the course with a C or better, 

are eligible to receive Verified Credit for up to two previous courses upon payment of a fee of $25 

per credit. Students who have extensive previous knowledge of a language may want take a CLEP 

test to earn credit for what they know. A CLEP test MUST be taken before credit at a higher level 

course is earned. See the undergraduate catalog for details.   

 

Course description: Emphasis on major periods, literary types and critical approaches through the 

study of selected representative works and authors. 3 Credit Hours. Prerequisite: Germ 202 (or 

equivalent). This course is required for students pursuing teacher certification in German 

 

Texts:  1. EinFach Deutsch: Geschichte der deutschen Literatur in Beispielen Schöningh Verlag, 

2012 ISBN 978-3-14-022261-7 (Ordered into the WKU Store and available from www.ibis.com), 

and 2. a mid to large size German-English / English-German Dictionary, for example Collins 

Unabridged, newest ed.  
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Learning Outcomes - By the end of the course, you will be able to: 
1. Read and understand a German-language literary text.  

2. Discuss the relationship of a text to society and culture.  

3. Identify the characteristics of major literary and cultural periods.  

4. Discuss major works of German-speaking authors.  

 

Some questions you will explore:  

Why read? / What does literature tell us? / How does it shape society? / How is society shaped by 

it? / How do I find meaning in a text? / What terms help me discuss the meanings of texts? / What 

do I expect from particular periods and genres? / What are the accomplishments of some of the 

major writers of the German-speaking countries? 

 

Proficiency Development - Modes of communication addressed (examples): 

1. Interpersonal Speaking: Discuss the meaning(s) of a literary text. 

2. Interpretive Listening: Listen to and understand an author reading his/her work aloud. 

3. Interpretive Reading: Read and understand a poem or short author biography. 

4. Presentational Writing: Write your interpretation of the form and content of a text.  

5. Presentational Speaking: Share a favorite poem or short text. Tell why you think it is interesting.  

 

Proficiency: 1. Assess your skills on the ACTFL scale in each communicative mode: 

https://www.actfl.org/global_benchmarks. When you study abroad in Europe, proficiency levels are 

described on a scale referred to as Common European Framework of Reference (A1 - C2). Compare 

the ACTFL and CEFR descriptors. Read about CEFR: http://www.coe.int/en/web/common-

european-framework-reference-languages/. Self-assess: http://www.coe.int/en/web/common-

european-framework-reference-languages/table-2-cefr-3.3-common-reference-levels-self-

assessment-grid. 2. Set proficiency goals for this semester and for the end of your program. 

Consider: How would you like to be able to use German in your future life, and what level of 

proficiency will you need?  

 

Now    ACTFL  IC_____, PS_____, PW_____, IL_____,  IR_____ 

CEFR   S_____, W_____, L_____, R_____ 

 

Semester goal  ACTFL  IC_____, PS_____, PW_____, IS_____,  IR_____ 

CEFR   S_____, W_____, L_____, R_____ 

 

End goal  ACTFL and CEFR 

   

Your final grade consists of:      Grading Scale:  

Class participation / preparation    25%  90% - 100% = A 

Two tests (15% each)      30%  80% -   89% = B 

Presentation – an author or work in context    20%  70% -   79% = C 

Final Exam        25%  60% -   69% = D 

          Below   60% = F 

 

Participation: The members of the class should function as a team. A team needs to be considerate, 

take the needs of each member into account, and only if the individual is strong and a real team 

player will the team itself be strong. If the team is strong, the team (coach and players) can win and 

gain the most from the experience. Please come on time and be prepared to do your part for yourself 

and your classmates. To give you a sense of how this translates into your grade – see next page.   

https://www.actfl.org/global_benchmarks
http://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/
http://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/
http://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/table-2-cefr-3.3-common-reference-levels-self-assessment-grid
http://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/table-2-cefr-3.3-common-reference-levels-self-assessment-grid
http://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/table-2-cefr-3.3-common-reference-levels-self-assessment-grid


 

Your role: Our classroom should be a safe space to do your personal best and push your limits. 

This is the only way you will be able to become more proficient in the language. Each member of 

the team needs to make the best use of his or her own abilities, both in the classroom and in 

preparing tasks for class. If you rely on others (people or online translators) to do your work, you 

won’t be able to get effective feedback from me, and you won’t be learning. You will get less out of 

the course and you won’t be able to help your team move forward.  

 

My role: I teach because I love helping students just 

like you develop your interests and broaden your 

horizons. I will come to class prepared and willing to 

be an effective and supportive “guide-on-your-side” as 

you learn German and expand your language skills. My 

passion for language, literature, culture, travel and art 

as well as for teaching itself guided me when 

developing this course to be one I myself would like to 

take. Now I’m looking forward to sharing it with you 

and to being with you as your world becomes bigger, 

and I genuinely want to be as helpful as I can. I am 

available for you to help you in my office hours and by 

appointment, so do not hesitate to see me for support! I 

am convinced that we will develop a high quality 

professional relationship that never neglects the fun in 

the learning. 

 

Attendance: The course is carefully designed so that 

all the parts work together. The reading or viewing 

assignments help provide topics that we will talk about 

in class. They let you read or hear the words in context, 

and give you the opportunity to work at your own pace 

as you prepare to interact in class. Please set aside 

enough time to prepare. If you come to class 

unprepared, you may feel lost. If you miss class, you 

may miss out on valuable grammar explanations or 

feedback on practice you did. In short, the parts of this 

course are designed to work well together. If you omit 

one part, you may feel like the class is not working 

well for you. Thus, attendance is required for success 

in the course. Excuses submitted must be valid and 

verified. Excessive absences (beyond 2) will result in 3 

points per absence deducted from the final grade 

earned. 

 

Academic integrity: My goal is to give you the 

support you need to become increasingly self-reliant in 

German. If you turn in work that relied on an online translator or that was corrected by someone 

else, that would misrepresent what YOU can do, and it would make it very hard for me to give you 

effective feedback. I recommend you use a dictionary when writing, that you not put entire 

sentences or parts of sentences into an online translator or app, and that you cite the source if you 

put more than three words in sequence from elsewhere. See the undergraduate catalog, section 

Participation: The participation grade (0-10 

points) is an assessment of the quality of 

student interaction and preparation. To receive 

full credit, students must arrive on time and 

speak in German. Points will be deducted for 

late arrival and early departure.   

 

9-10: Exceeds the standard: Helps facilitate 

classroom activity. Demonstrates engaged, 

active learning throughout the class period. 

Makes consistently strong contributions to the 

classroom activity. Answers questions, 

participates in group work.  Speaks up in class. 

 

8: Meets the standard: Participates in a 

generally constructive way. Demonstrates 

engaged, active learning through part of the 

class period. Makes strong contributions to the 

classroom activity. Speaks in class and 

answers questions.  

 

7: Approaches the standard: Has little negative 

or positive effect on the class and its progress. 

May be grappling with the ideas addressed in 

class but shows little evidence of learning. 

Prepared, but makes little contribution to the 

classroom activity. Tries to interact in 

German, but occasionally reverts to English. 

(Max for late to class). 

 

5-6: Below the standard: Required work or 

preparation is incomplete. Does not speak or 

answer questions.  

 

1-4: Fails to meet the standard, misses more 

than half of class, sleeps, refuses to participate, 

or is disruptive. Silent in class. 

 

0:  Cell phone visible or heard during class.  

Texting, using phone on lap during class. Cell 

phone seen or heard in any way during class 

time. Absent. 



 

Academic Information, subsection Academic Offenses and Academic Dishonesty for information. 

If cheating is detected, you may receive an F on the assignment, in the course, and/or be referred to 

the appropriate university-level office for further action. Please don’t take actions that put yourself 

or me into such an uncomfortable situation.  

 

Media Center: The Modern Languages Media Center is located in Wilson FAC 252. Open hours 

are posted. Headphones can be checked out for use in the lab. See the online schedule for free 

German tutoring. 

 

Major in German – study abroad – add German to your career plans: I would love to advise 

you as you consider majoring in German, and as you chart your progress through the major and 

choose a study abroad program that fits your needs. Make an appointment with me for these 

important conversations! I want to make time for you. Similarly, I make it a priority to mentor 

seniors as they apply for internships, look for jobs, apply to graduate school or for a Fulbright.  

 

Study abroad: I have studied abroad in Germany, France, Spain, and Mexico, and have taught 

abroad in Austria and Germany. Study abroad can be one of the most exciting parts of your 

undergraduate experience. I am glad to advise you as you select the right experience for your 

academic and career interests. Let me know how I can be of help.  

 

Accommodations: If you wish to request accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary 

aids or services) for this course, you must contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center 

(SARC), Downing Student Union, 1074. The SARC telephone number is (270) 745-5004. Please 

DO NOT request accommodation without a letter of accommodation from the Student Accessibility 

Resource Center. If you have a condition that affects your learning, please let me know so I can 

respond appropriately.  

 

Title IX: Western Kentucky University (WKU) is committed to supporting faculty, staff and 

students by upholding WKU’s Title IX Sexual Misconduct/Assault Policy (#0.2070) at 

https://wku.edu/eoo/documents/titleix/wkutitleixpolicyandgrievanceprocedure.pdf and 

Discrimination and Harassment Policy (#0.2040) at 

https://wku.edu/policies/hr_policies/2040_discrimination_harassment_policy.pdf. 

 

Under these policies, discrimination, harassment and/or sexual misconduct based on sex/gender are 

prohibited. If you experience an incident of sex/gender-based discrimination, harassment and/or 

sexual misconduct, you are encouraged to report it to the Title IX  Coordinator, Andrea Anderson, 

270-745-5398 or Title IX Investigators, Michael Crowe, 270-745-5429 or Joshua Hayes, 270-745-

5121. Please note that while you may report an incident of sex/gender based discrimination, 

harassment and/or sexual misconduct to a faculty member, WKU faculty are “Responsible 

Employees” of the University and MUST report what you share to WKU’s Title IX Coordinator or 

Title IX Investigator. If you would like to speak with someone who may be able to afford you 

confidentiality, you may contact WKU’s Counseling and Testing Center at 270-745-3159. 

 

See the Fall 2017 Registration Guide for withdraw dates, holiday and the final exam schedule: 

http://www.wku.edu/registrar/documents/regguide_fall.pdf 

 

Note: The syllabus + schedule may be adjusted as deemed necessary by the instructor to best fit the 

needs of students and the goals of the course.  
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ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCE RELATED TO EDUCATION  
PREPARATION   

(EPSB Program Level Requirements)  
  
Course Required P-12 Classroom Observation or Clinical Experiences: N/A  

  
Course Assignments and Experiences Related to:   
  
• The Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS):  N/A  
  
• The Kentucky P-12 Curriculum Framework and P-12 Assessment System to Guide Instruction: 

N/A  
  
• Candidates Using the KAS Framework in Lesson Planning:  N/A  
  
• Candidates Using Formative and Summative Assessments Related to Kentucky P-12 Curriculum 

Framework:  N/A  
  
Course Assignments Serving as an Education Preparation Program “Key Assessment”:  N/A  

 

Course Experiences and Assessments Addressing Learned Society (SPA) Standards:   
  
The table below refers to the ACTFL Program Standards for the Preparation of Foreign Language Teachers. 

2013 ACTFL Program Standards for the Preparation 
of Foreign Language Teachers 

Course Activities/Assignments 

Standard 1: Language proficiency: Interpersonal, 
Interpretive, and Presentational 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

Standard 2: Cultures, Linguistics, Literatures, and 
Concepts from Other Disciplines 

3, 5, 6 

Standard 3: Language Acquisition Theories and 
Knowledge of Students and Their Needs 

 

Standard 4: Integration of Standards in Planning, 
Classroom Practice, and Use of Instructional Resources 

 

Standard 5: Assessment of Languages and Cultures – 
Impact on Student Learning 

 

Standard 6: Professional Development, Advocacy, and 
Ethics 

 

 
1 - Essay on an author, work or topic – presentational writing 
2. Oral report– presentational speaking 
3. Pair and small group analysis / discussion – interpersonal speaking 
4. Proficiency intake, goal setting, and end-of semester proficiency check 
5. Reading and analysis of literary, biographical, historical or cultural texts – interpretive reading 
6. Viewing of videos on authors, periods and/or texts; interviews with living authors 
 
More resources for your information: 

 NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-do Statements: https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-
Do_Statements_2015.pdf   

 One-page performance assessment rubrics: 

https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-Do_Statements_2015.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-Do_Statements_2015.pdf


 

o Interpretive Performance Rubric: http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-
Learning/documents/InterpetivePerformanceRubrics.pdf  

o Interpersonal Performance Rubric: http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-
Learning/documents/InterpersonalPerformanceRubrics.pdf   

o Presentation Performance Rubric: http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-
Learning/documents/PresentationalPerformanceRubrics.pdf  

 
Students taking the PRAXIS exam are advised to take it as soon as possible after completion of the last 
content course. Information about the test can be found here: 
https://www.ets.org/praxis/prepare/materials/5183. Test takers are advised to download and use the 
free Study Companion PDF at the same web site and to use it in a timely way for preparation purposes.  

http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-Learning/documents/InterpetivePerformanceRubrics.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-Learning/documents/InterpetivePerformanceRubrics.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-Learning/documents/InterpersonalPerformanceRubrics.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-Learning/documents/InterpersonalPerformanceRubrics.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-Learning/documents/PresentationalPerformanceRubrics.pdf
http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-Learning/documents/PresentationalPerformanceRubrics.pdf
https://www.ets.org/praxis/prepare/materials/5183


 

Semester Overview of Topics / Assignments 

Subject to adjustment to best serve course goals! 

 

Week 1 Aug 22-24  Introduction. What is literature? 

      Kapitel 1 – Von den Anfängen bis zum Ende des frühen 

      Mittelalters (ca. 750 – 1170) 

 

Week 2 Aug 29-31  Kapitel 2 – Hohes Mittelalter (1170-1270) 

      

Week 3 Sept 5-7  Kapitel 3 – Spätes Mittelalter (1270-1500) 

 

Week 4 Sept 12-14  Kapitel 4 – Renaissance, Humanismus, Reformation  

(1470-1600) 

    

Week 5  Sept 19-21  Test 1  

  Sept 21  Research methods and library resources 

 

Week 6 Sept 26-28  Kapitel 5 – Barock (1600-1720)  

 

 

Workshop für Studenten mit den Slam Poeten Bas Böttcher und Felix Römer aus Berlin 

Am Mittwoch, den 27. Sept von 16 bis 19.30 

Mit Unterstützung von der Zentralstelle für das Auslandsschulwesen, Beraterin Leeni Martinkari 

 

 

Week 7 Oct 3   Kapitel 5 cont.  

  Oct 5   Fall break   

 

Week 8  Oct 10-12  Kapitel 6 – Aufklärung (1720-1785) und Empfindsamkeit 

(1740-1780) 

 

Week 9  Oct 17   Kapitel 6 cont.  

  Oct 19   Test 2 

 

Week 10 Oct 24-26  Kapitel 7 – Sturm und Drang (1767-1785) 

 

Week 11 Oct 31 –Nov 2  Kapitel 7 cont.  

 

Week 12 Nov 7-9  Kapitel 8 – Klassik (1786-1832) 

 

Week 13 Nov 14-16  Kapitel 8 cont.   

 

Week 14 Nov 21   Kapitel 9 – Romantik (1798-1835) 

  Nov 23   Holiday 

 

Week 15 Nov 28-30  Kapitel 9 cont.  

     

Final exam Dec 7   8-10 a..m. Last 1/3 of semester plus proficiency evaluation 


