
Second	  Language	  Acquisition	  Theory	  –	  ENG	  469	  

On-‐line	  Class	  -‐	  Fall	  2016	  
 

Course	  Objectives: To understand 1) theories concerning how first and second languages are 
acquired; 2) the environmental and psycholinguistic factors that affect the acquisition of second 
languages, and 3) practical applications in the teaching of second languages. 
 
Required Text: How Languages are Learned. 4th Edition. 2013. Patsy M. Lightbown and Nina 
Spada. Oxford. No older texts permitted!!! (However, used is just fine!). 
 

Additional	  Readings/Discussion	  Board: Other required readings are posted on Blackboard.  
They will be an important part of the class and will be debated on the Discussion Board (DB) and 
covered by homework and tests. The number of readings that you are doing for this online class is 
exactly the same as when I teach this face-to-face. The DB will take up a significant amount of 
time because it is where you spend the 3 hours that you are not spending in class, so you are 
expected to spend at least a couple of hours or more during the week reading and responding to 
posts. It is our classroom. The benefit of an online class is not that you get to do less work (a 
common myth), but that you can do it any time Monday through Friday, 24 hours a day, and 
some parts, like readings and homework, can be done on the weekend. You will spend about 4-5 
hours a week on this class total depending on how quickly you read and learn the material. 
 
TO GET FULL CREDIT, YOU MUST PARTICIPATE IN THE DB EARLY AND 
THROUGHOUT THE WEEK, THUS YOU MUST DO THE READINGS THE WEEKEND 
BEFORE YOU BEGIN THE DB. THE DB CONTENT IS FAIR GAME FOR THE TESTS. 
 
In addition to what you are learning in the readings, your experiences as classroom teachers or 
language learners will enrich your Discussion Board contributions. We’ve all got something to 
share or question. There is a rubric posted on Blackboard to help you do well on the DB. 
 
BTW- I do not work 7 days a week. I have a family and a life. So the DB is open only during the 
week. I read all of the posts but cannot possibly respond to all, so I respond but not always. 
 
PLEASE forgive the capitals and preaching above. These are ongoing issues for a small minority 
of the students. I want the expectations clearly understood. Most of you will be just fine. 

Evaluation:	  	  	  	  
homework assignments: 35%   discussion board: 20%    
final paper  15%   exams (2): 30% 
Grades will be given in percentages. Final grades will be based on the following scale: 
A = 90-100% B= 80-89% C = 70-79% D = 60-69% F = below 60% 
 
I spend a lot of time marking your homework so you can learn from the comments and do better 
on future homework and tests. I am a direct person. I will be telling you what is both appropriate 
and not in your assignments. Learning to take constructive criticism is critical. Therefore, your 
grades should go up with each assignment if you incorporate what you learn from my comments.  
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Assignments: For most weeks, there will be a set of questions you will be required to answer on 
the Discussion Board and others for your homework. I expect you to use Academic English in 
both formats. You are required to proofread your submissions for grammar, punctuation, and 
spelling. You can type DB posts offline in MS Word and paste them into Blackboard if you are 
more comfortable doing it that way. Don’t repeat the question in your response. 
 Some of the questions may be answered successfully from the readings; others will 
require you to go beyond the readings a do a bit of research. If you are not on campus, not to 
worry – there are plenty of materials available on-line via the library website that you can use to 
be successful in this course. You may not use any resources from the general Internet unless I 
have given you specific permission. It won’t happen often. Most of what you find on the Internet 
is not peer reviewed, is quite short, and written at a very low level. This is a 400 level class on 
theory (though we will be talking about practice a great deal!). 
 There will be a penalty for late homework. Exams will be taken when scheduled; there 
are no make-up exams except under the most dire and documentable circumstances.  
 
Final	  Paper: You will be required to pick a topic on second language acquisition and produce a 
10 page (minimum) final paper based on academic research (At least 6 new academic sources, not 
including the text or assigned readings - though you are welcome to use these as additional 
sources). I’ll provide you formatting requirements, a list of topics and specifics later. If you have 
an appropriate topic that is not on the list, check it out with me. ALL TOPICS MUST BE 
APPROVED BY ME.  I will be able to help you with ideas about how to handle your paper. If 
you can find something interesting and course related, even practical, I will very much be 
interested in you finding your own topic. 
 
Academic	  Theft: Copying of ANY materials will not be tolerated. This includes material found on the 
Internet. Students will receive failing grades on assignments with ANY plagiarized sections. If ideas 
come from someone else, then you must cite the source. This is a 400-level class. I do not need to tell you 
what plagiarism is. Plagiarism will result in a failing grade on the assignment, and you may be reported to 
university judiciaries if the copying is egregious. 
 
Student	  Disability	  Services: In compliance with university policy, students with disabilities who 
require academic and/or auxiliary accommodations for this course must contact the Office for 
Student Disability Services in Downing University Center, A-200.   The phone number is 270 
745 5004. 
 Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from the professor without a letter of 
accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services. Course requirements will not be waived, 
but I will be happy to assist you in making the accommodations you need as documented by the OSDS. 
 
Military	  Policy: If you are reserve or active duty military personnel and are deployed during this course, 
bring me your orders, and I will make every effort to help you complete this class via Internet or snail 
mail, and we will workout the time constraints. 


