
ENG 408/408G 
Psycholinguistics and Sociolinguistics 

Spring 2017 
 

Instructor Contact 
 

Professor Alison Youngblood, Ph.D. 

Office Cherry Hall 20D 

Office 
Hours 

• Monday from 2:00 to 4:00 

• Wednesday from 10:30 to 11:30 

• Or by appointment 

Phone 270-745-2257 

E-mail 

Alison.Youngblood@wku.edu  
 
*Monday-Thursday, you can expect a response in 24 hours.  Friday-
Sunday or holidays, emails will be answered on the following school day. 

 
Course Information 

Course Name Psycholinguistics and Sociolinguistics 

Course ID & 

Section 

ENG 408 Section 500 

Credit Hours 3 

Semester/Year Spring 2017 

Location/Time 

Cherry Hall 0004 

5:30-8:15  

Monday 
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Course Description 

The study of developmental psycholinguistics (language acquisition), experimental 
psycholinguistics (speech production / comprehension), and sociolinguistics (how 
language varieties are used by families, school systems and multicultural nations). 

 

Course Objectives 

Students will achieve theoretical and practical knowledge of: 

* How languages become endangered 

* Language variation according to gender, ethnicity, and other social factors 

*  The history of English and its contributions to current varieties of English 

 *  Pidgin and creole languages and what they teach us about the mind 

*  Cognitive components and speech and language production 

*  Cognitive components of bilingualism  

*  Effects of trauma on language production  

 

Required Text for All Students: 

The Study of Language. George Yule. Cambridge University Press. 2014 

4th or 5th edition for students continuing from 407…new students should use the 5th 

edition 

Required Text for Graduate Students: 

The Language Instinct. Steven Pinker. HarperPerennial Press. 1994 

 

Recommended Reading 

Psycholinguistics: Introduction and Applications. Lise Menn. Plural Publishing. 2011 

Linguistics: An Introduction. William McGregor. Continuum Publishing. 2009. 

Other readings as assigned in the course schedule will be made available in PDF 

format 

 

 

 

 



Evaluation and Grading 

Undergraduates Percentage of 
Grade 

Graduates Percentage of 
Grade 

Participation 10% Participation 10% 

Assignments  50% Assignments  50% 

Research paper 30% Research paper  30% 

Discussion 
leader 

10% Conference 
proposal 

5% 

Book club 5% 

 

Missed Assignments/Late Assignments/Make-Ups/Extra Credit 

 

NO MAKE-UP EXAMS and NO LATE WORK will be accepted.  Assignments are due on 

the date specified online in the course schedule EVEN IF YOU ARE ABSENT.  

 

 In the case of an emergency such as hospitalization, death in the family, or 

other unforeseen circumstances, students must notify the professor within 24 

hours and provide the requested documentation within a reasonable amount 

of time. For medical emergencies, only official doctor’s notes will be accepted.  

 

The only exception is the research paper. Students can take a one-time 

extension that will give them an extra week to complete the project for a 10 

point penalty.  Students must officially request the extension via email.  

 

There will be no extra credit offered in this course.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grading Scale 

Letter Grade Points 

A 90 - 100 

B 80 - 89 

C 70 - 79 

D 60 - 69 

F 59 and below 

 

Much of your learning in this course depends entirely on class attendance. Logically, 
if you are not in class, you are not able to participate.  Students can miss one day 
of class without penalty.  This day can be used at your discretion.  

• More than three missed class sessions= lowering the final course grade by 
two letter grades 

• Three missed class sessions= lowering the course grade by one letter grade 
• Two missed class sessions= lowering the course grade by five points 

 

Academic Honesty 

Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will 
result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of 
the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate 
referral to the Office of Judicial Affairs. See the WKU Academic Integrity 
statement for further information.  

Military Policy 

 Students who are either reserve or active duty military personnel and are deployed 
during this course will need to show the professor their orders. Every effort will be 
made to help them complete the course via the Internet or mail.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wku.edu/judicialaffairs/process-for-academic-dishonesty.php


Participation Policy:  
 
This is the rubric that I will use to evaluate your participation. Attendance and participation affect 
your grade differently.  Simply attending class does not guarantee full participation points.  

 Strong work (3) Needs development 
(2) 

Unacceptable (1) 

Listening Actively and 
respectfully listens to 
peers and instructor 

Sometimes displays a 
lack of interest in 
comments of others  

Projects a lack of 
interest or can at times 
be disrespectful of 
others 

 

Preparation Arrives fully prepared 
with all assignments 
completed, notes on 
readings or 
observations 

 

Sometimes arrives 
unprepared or with 
only superficial 
preparation 

Exhibits little evidence 
of having read or 
thought about assigned 
material 

Quality and Impact of 
contributions 

Comments are 
relevant, reflect an 
understanding of 
materials and course, 
and frequently help the 
class conversation 
move forward 

Comments sometimes 
irrelevant, betray a 
lack of preparation, or 
indicate a lack of 
attention to previous 
student comments 

Comments reflect little 
understanding of 
either assignments or 
previous course 
content and remarks. 
Comments do not 
advance the 
conversation or are 
actively harmful to it 

 

Frequency of 
participation 

Actively participates at 
appropriate times 

Sometimes 
participates 

Participates only when 
directly called upon 

 

Quality of group 
participation 

Actively engages in 
group exercises, 
supports group 
members, and uses 
experiences to further 
content understanding 

 

Participates in group 
work but sometimes 
goes off topic.   

Contributes the bare 
minimum to group 
work and is often 
observed working off 
task 

Punctuality Student is always on 
time  

Student occasionally 
comes to class late  

Student is frequently 
late to class  

Class participation deserving of an A grade will be strong in all categories; Participation that is strong 
in some categories but needs development in others will receive a B; a grade of C reflects a need for 
development in most categories; D work is typically unsatisfactory in several categories; and F work, 
unsatisfactory in nearly all.  
Modified from ACS Class Participation Rubric 
http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/artsci/acsp/resources/rubric.html 



 

Disability Statement 

Western Kentucky University is committed to providing reasonable 
accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This syllabus is available in 
alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who require 
accommodations (academic and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must 
contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center, Room 1074, Downing Student 
Union. The SARC telephone number is (270) 745-5004 (TDD: 270-745-3030). Please 
do not request accommodations directly from the instructor without a letter of 
accommodation from the Student Accessibility Resource Center. 

Copyright 

This course may contain copyright protected materials such as audio or video clips, 
images, text materials, etc. These items are being used with regard to the Fair Use 
doctrine in order to enhance the learning environment. Please do not copy, 
duplicate, download or distribute these items. The use of these materials is strictly 
reserved for this online classroom environment and your use only. All copyright 
materials are credited to the copyright holder. 

Class Conduct 

Students are expected to silence their cell phones and refrain from using social 
media during class time.  Students should treat each other and the professor in the 
way they wish to be treated.   

Important Dates 

January 30: Last day to drop or add a class 
March 10: Last day to withdraw from a class 
March 13-17: Spring Break 
March 24: 60% point of the semester* 
May 8-12: Final Exams 

 

Description of Assignments  

 
A NOTE ABOUT PROOFREADING: All assignments are to be submitted free of 
spelling, grammatical, and typographical errors.  Such errors will result in the 
lowering of the assignment grade. Make sure to proof any submitted work or have 
someone else proof your work before you turn it in.  The University Writing Center 
is located in Cherry Hall 123 and in the Commons at Cravens Library on the Bowling 
Green campus. 
 
 
 



Project 1: Digital Narrative and Photography  
 
The narrative is an important tool for understanding human thought and action and 
has grown in popularity and importance in social science research (Reismann, 
2008). In this project, you will reflect on your own network of speech communities.  
 
Part A. In a 750 to 1000-word paper, you will explain the concept of a speech 
community and a speech network.  You will describe your own speech network and 
include language examples and appropriate demographic information to support 
your analysis. The description of your speech network must also include a visual 
representation. The visual should be titled according to APA specifications. Finally, 
you will discuss how the concept of a speech community/speech network connects 
to second language acquisition and the study of sociolinguistics.   
 
You will draw upon class resources, required readings, and one additional scholarly 
resource that you find on your own.  Your paper will need to use appropriate APA 
citations and references.   
 
Part B. Along with the written narrative, you are also to present a series of digital 
photographs that are relevant to the key points you are describing in the paper. The 
photographs may be of yourself, but this is not necessary. In fact, the photos don’t 
even have to depict actual people. Just make sure that the photographs are relevant 
to you and your speech network. Each photograph should be accompanied by a brief 
statement (like a caption or a narration) illustrating the significance of the chosen 
visual material, and how it ties to your speech community and/or network. You can 
include music or animation to accompany your digital narrative. Please avoid 
photos found on Google because of possible copyright issues. You will submit a copy 
of your narrative and digital project for grading.  Projects can be made in iMovie, a 
narrated PowerPoint, an automated Prezi, or any other form of digital media that 
you like.   
 
In order to receive full credit on Part B, it must be a self-playing presentation. You 
may not present along with your digital media.   
 
Project 2: Field Research 
 
For this project, you are expected to do some basic field work that is typical of 
sociolinguistic research in second language acquisition studies. You will find an 
international student, an immigrant, or a refugee (a family or a single person) whose 
native language is not English. They must be an adult and consent to the interview. 
You will interview them about their experiences learning English as a second 
language and their experiences living in the United States.  
 
You will design a set of questions for the interview.  These questions will be 
approved by me before you complete your interview. There are many ways that you 
can structure your interview questions to cover topics such as these:   



 
-to whom they speak and how often in English or their native tongue, 
- literacy practices (in other words, what they read, how often, and in what 
language—for example, mail, school notices, magazines, or books), 
-gender,  
-socio-economic status,  
-level of education  
-attitudes about English or about native speakers of English,  
-their opportunity to access English,  
-their social identity 
 
 (These are just ideas…you should design questions based on your interest in 
sociolinguistics and your participant) 
 
Keep in mind that you will have to record your interview with your participant(s) as 
you cannot rely on memory. The interview should be a minimum of 30 minutes in 
length.   
  
The written report should consist of 2 major components:  
 
Part 1: This part will describe the participant(s) and relevant biographical 

information. You must give your participant a pseudonym to protect their 
identity. Describe how you collected your data. Describe what you found through 
your observations and interview about their language practices and identity. 
Please include an analysis of the findings; for instance, you will have to relate the 
findings to the readings and concepts we are discussing in class.  

Part 2: Here, you may reflect on what you learned while working on this project, 
and what your work revealed about your own identity as a language learner, 
language user, or a teacher (future teacher is fine as well). Thus, in the end, 
consider how this project has helped you become a better TESL professional. 
Part Two is typically the shorter part of the project. Citations are not required in 
the second part. 

  
Please use appropriate headings (several levels if you need) to make your paper 
More readable. ‘Part 1’ and ‘Part 2’ are not appropriate headings. Cite sources you 
use in your paper from our class readings. You must use at least 3 class readings. 
 
The final paper should be a minimum of 3 pages and a maximum of 5 (not including 
the references page and the appendix with your interview questions) 
 
Project 3: Aphasia in Bilinguals 
 
We have studied language loss after trauma such as a stroke. We have also studied 
bilingualism and how two linguistic codes may be stored in the brain. Do some 
independent reading and research on how aphasia affects bilinguals.  Are both 
languages affected equally?  Are both languages able to be recovered?    Write a 750 



to 1000 word paper that summarizes what you find. This is a huge area of interest; 
you will have no problem finding sources.  The issue will be narrowing down 
sources.  For this paper, you do not need to rely on peer reviewed research, as it can 
get quite dense and technical.  However, you cannot rely on any source.  Look for 
scientific reviews, nonprofit organizations, government or university institutes, and 
other sources that present credible information in terms that you can understand.  
You’ll need a minimum of 4 sources. Make sure you provide citations and 
references.   
 
Do not write a paper about foreign accent syndrome.   
 
  
Project 4: A Linguistic Big Bang 
 
Psycholinguistics in concerned with the cognitive representations of language in the 
brain.  Steven Pinker, a notable linguist, writes about the language instinct that all 
humans possess: 
 

 Language is not a cultural artifact that we learn the way we learn to tell time 
or how the federal government works.  Instead, it is a distinct piece of the 
biological makeup of our brains. Language is a complex, specialized skill, 
which develops in the child spontaneously, without conscious effort or 
formal instruction, is deployed without awareness of its underlying logic, is 
qualitatively the same in every individual, and it distinct from more general 
abilities to process information or behave intelligently (p. 18). 
 

Read the following article in the New York Times: 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/library/magazine/home/19991024mag-sign-
language.html 
 

Write a paper that analyzes Pinker’s claim of a language instinct, as described above, using 
Nicaraguan Sign Language(NSL) as a case study. You’ll need to do more research on NSL.  
Draw upon our discussion of sociolinguistics and psycholinguistics. There are many ways 
that you can approach this paper; the key element is that it is a critical discussion and 
analysis. This is not a book report on NSL.  This is a paper that puts concepts from our class 
into real life.   
 
Cite any sources that you use.  You’ll need to cite at least 4 sources (1 must be peer 
reviewed that you found on your own). They can be a mix of class readings, peer reviewed 
sources, and other credible sources (like the NY Times article).  The paper should be 
between 750 and 1000 words in length.   
 
 
 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/library/magazine/home/19991024mag-sign-language.html
http://www.nytimes.com/library/magazine/home/19991024mag-sign-language.html


Class discussion leader (undergraduate students only) 
 
 You will collaborate in groups of 2 or 3 to lead the in class discussion for ONE 
CLASS PERIOD ONLY for a total of 45 to 60 minutes.  The role of the discussion 
leader is to generate 2 or 3 activities for the class to complete in order to better 
understand some of the course material from the assigned reading.  You may also 
bring in supplemental materials to enhance your discussion.   
 
Graduate student book club 
 
As a group, we will meet throughout the semester to discuss Steven Pinker’s 
bestseller The Language Instinct.  Each student is expected to come with questions 
to pose to the group and observations to share.   
 
Conference proposal (graduate student only). As a graduate student, reading 
scholarly research is an important part of your preparation; however, it is even 
more important to disseminate new knowledge to peers in an engaging and 
meaningful manner.  Based on what you learned from your research paper from 
last semester, you will write a conference proposal for a local professional 
organization.  Spring is a slow time for accepting proposals for conferences because 
of the yearly conference schedule, but you will be preparing a proposal for the 
Southeast Regional TESOL Association. This conference was actually be held in 
Louisville in October of 2016. You must download the conference proposal form 
posted on Blackboard and complete it.  You will be proposing to present your 
research paper from last class.  
 
Research paper 
 
All students are required to further explore a course topic through a research paper.  
The purpose of the research paper is to provide more depth on a topic of your 
choice.  Furthermore, you will be required to connect the research on your topic to 
the field of linguistics overall, the process of language acquisition, and/or the 
applications to the classroom and/or society.  You may not change your topic.  
 
For undergraduate students, the research paper should be 10-12 pages in length. 
For graduate students, it should be 18-20 pages in length.   
 
All papers should be typed in 12-point font with 1.25-inch margins (the default set 
up) and double spaced.  The page maximum DOES NOT include the cover/title page, 
references, and any appendices (if you include them).   

 
All papers must contain at least 10 references, 8 of which must be from peer 
reviewed journal articles.  You may include up to 2 textbook or scholarly book 
references. 

 
Your paper should be ‘state-of-the-art’.  In other words, the majority of your 



references must have been published within the past 5-10 years.  You may reference 
1 to 2 older works that are classic studies in the field.  One way that you can find out 
how popular of a source your article is to use Google Scholar. Type in the 
bibliography of your article and you can see how many times that article has been 
cited by other researchers.  You CANNOT use websites, encyclopedias, newspapers, 
blogs, or masters or doctoral theses. 

 
You must use APA citations and headings.  Improper or careless citations can result 
in an unfavorable plagiarism report from SafeAssign, so please err on the side of 
caution. Here are some APA tools for you to use:  
 

http://www.wku.edu/library/dlps/infolit/writingguides.php 
 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

 
 

Quotes no more than 10% of paper. This is an APA guideline.  If you use a quote that 
is longer than 40 words, make sure you use a block quote.  In your text, do not 
include author’s first names, the names of articles, or the universities that authors 
teach at. All this info is irrelevant. Here is an example of what NOT to do: 

 
No- Janice Marie Saint, who is a researcher at Ohio University in the department of 
Linguistics in her article "Where the boys are" written in 1988 for Cambridge 
University Press, says that gender is significant in determining how people speak. 

 
Ok- According to Saint (1988), gender is significant in determining how people 
speak. 

 
Remember, you should not rely on conclusions from the studies that you cite. You 
need to provide background information on each study in order to give weight to its 
findings.  Use the skills you learned completing annotated bibliographies in ENG 407 
for the linguistic analysis project. Here are those questions: 

 
a. What is the central research question? 
b. Who participated in the study? 
c. How did they test their hypothesis? What is the research design? 
d. What did the researcher(s) find? What were the results?  
e. What were the conclusions/implications? 
f. What critique do you have of the article? (Note-this must be the smallest 
element of your annotated bibliography. It should only be a couple of 
sentences or so. The emphasis of this assignment is to read and identify the 
critical elements of a research article.)  

 
You must proofread your papers.  Errors in grammar, spelling, and stylistics will 
lower your grade by 10 points (or 1 letter grade).  
 

http://www.wku.edu/library/dlps/infolit/writingguides.php
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
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