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Western Kentucky University 
Potter College of Arts & Letters   

Department of Modern Languages 
Chinese Major & Minor Programs 

 
���	� Chinese 402: Advanced Chinese II 

Instructor: Peng, Ke Office: 163 Ivan Wilson Fine Arts Center 

E-mail: ke.peng@wku.edu  WeChat: KePengAllen �> 

Class Location:  GRH 2008 
Time: MWF 12:40-1:35 p.m. Chinese Club Time: 4-5 p.m. every Wednesday 

Instructor’s Office Hours:  Mon.: 2:00-5:00  p.m. & Wed.: 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

*Note: This document and other class related materials are available at https://blackboard.wku.edu. 

Department Mission: Through coursework, experience abroad, and other cultural encounters, the Department of Modern 
Languages cultivates communicative skills and cultural awareness that prepare students at Western Kentucky University to be more 
knowledgeable and sensitive citizens of the local, regional, and global communities. The Department's purpose is to deliver high-
quality language instruction based on nationally-recognized standards, and to contribute actively to cross-disciplinary international 
initiatives on campus. Our programs are designed to graduate majors and minors whose language skills provide them with 
enhanced opportunities for careers at the regional, national, and international levels and/or preparation for advanced study in 
language, literature, and culture.  

Course Description:   
• This interactive advanced course builds on language skills acquired in previous study of Chinese and trains learners to 

handle routine communication effortlessly among native speakers of Chinese.  
• This course and the selected texts address all five communication modes (interpretive listening and reading, presentational 

speaking and writing, and interpersonal communication.)  We will also work on the expansion of communication skills in 
increasingly complex and varied situations with the use of authentic materials and performative tasks. 

 
Prerequisites:  CHIN401, CHNF202 or – the equivalent, One-semester abroad, OPI/STAMP IM/IH proficiency, HSK 4,  or 
permission of the instructor. 
 
General Education Requirement:  This course fulfills the following Category A II General Education Goals:  A student completing 
the general education program at WKU will have: 

 
• Competence in a language other than the native language: 

 - demonstrates basic facility of the vocabulary and grammar of a second language; 
- demonstrates basic communication skills in a second language appropriate to the level of the course in the following 
areas: speaking, listening, reading, writing, and vocabulary. 

 
• An appreciation of the complexity and variety in the world’s cultures: 

- is to communicate at the appropriate level with people of other cultural backgrounds from around the world. 
- demonstrates the contributions of the various world cultures to humanity and identifies the ways in which these cultures 
are interrelated and interdependent; 
- identifies differences and similarities among the world’s cultural traditions and social organizations. 

 
Learning Outcomes:   
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In this fourth-year Chinese course, you will develop your language skills in a cultural context with a focus on communicative 
performance. You will  

• be able to understand some extended speech on unfamiliar topics delivered in Chinese through a variety of media; 
• be able to understand viewpoints and attitudes expressed in some literary and most non-literary texts; 
• be able to communicate with a fair amount of fluency and spontaneity on familiar topics, even in complicated situations, 

and link ideas in extended discussions; 
• be able to deliver a clear, organized presentation appropriate to the audience on a variety of topics in Chinese. 

Textbooks and Required Materials: 
Beyond the Basics: Communicative Chinese for Intermediate and Advanced Learners. (2nd Edition). By Bai, Jianhua; Sung, Yuyu; 
Xing, Janet Zhiqun. Cheng & Tsui Company. 2009. 
 
FlipGrid.com: Sign in to https://flipgrid.com/chin402 when you have a Read-aloud assignment or oral assignment. Password: 
PengLaoshi (one word with P and L capitalized) 
 
Quizlet.com:   Sign up for a free account as follows: 

• go to www.quizlet.com        
• create an account following the instructions at  

https://quizlet.com/help/how-do-i-sign-up-for-quizlet 
 your account must be your Chinese name in Pinyin (e.g.  Peng Jiayi) 
 you can add an image to your account, if you like. 

•  click on this link to join the class: https://quizlet.com/classes/pengjiayi/  
or search on Quizlet for PengJiayi, find CHIN402 and join that way. 

 
Major Course Topics: 

1. Topic 1: Describe a person 
��� 
2. Topic 2: Compare careers and professions ���� 
3. Topic 3: Address poverty issues���� 
4. Topic 4: Discuss Chinese Traditions in Modern Society ��	� 
5. Program Exit Exam Prep: HSK & OPI  

 
Withdrawal Dates: 

Jan 29 – Last day to withdraw without a grade; last day for 100% refund 
Feb 4 – Last day to receive 50% refund 
Feb 11 – Last day to receive any refund 
Mar 9 – Last day to drop class with a ‘W’, Last day to change a class from credit to audit 

 
Description of Course Requirement: 

• Homework (10%):  You need to spend at least one hour of quality time every day to study your Chinese. Whether 
written, on Blackboard or Quizlet, Homework is due at the start of the class indicated on schedule (i.e. 10:20 AM). For 
every day after that (including non-class days), it is -10%, down to a minimum of 10% (since every assignment still has 
some value even very late).  So a ten-point writing assignment due on Feb. 1st would be worth a maximum of 9 points on 
Feb. 2nd; 8 points on Feb. 3rd; etc. Homework is meant to help you develop your Chinese skills.  Work done on your phone 
10 minutes before class is of little to no value and indicates you are not serious about becoming proficient. 
 

• Quizzes (10%):  There will be two quizzes for each unit. One will be based on the vocabulary lists on Quizlet; and the other 
will be based on Lecture PowerPoints or Handouts posted on Blackboard.  There is no make-up for missed quizzes. 

 
• Speaking Performances (10%):  There will be a read aloud assignment for each unit. Your read aloud assignment will 

be graded with the following rubric. 
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Before submitting your read-aloud homework to FlipGrid.com, please practice and rehearse a few times. The following 
rubric will be used to evaluate your performance.  
 

 4pts: Exceeds Standard 3pts: Meets Standard 2pts: Approaches 
Standard  1pt: Below Standard 

Ex
pr

es
si

on
-

St
ru

ct
ur

e  

The student shows excellent 
understanding of 
word/phrase boundaries and 
sentence structure. 

The student shows good 
understanding of 
word/phrase boundaries 
and sentence structure. 

The student shows some 
understanding of 
word/phrase boundaries 
and sentence structure. 

The student shows little or 
no understanding of 
word/phrase boundaries 
and sentence structure. 

Ex
pr

es
si

on
-P

ro
so

dy
  The student uses all 

appropriate prosodic cues 
including intonation, stress 
and pause; Changes voice to 
express meaning. 

The student shows good 
control of prosodic cues; 
Changes voice for 
expression sometimes. 

The student shows limited 
control of prosodic cues; 
Monotone voice. 

Lack of preparation of 
practice. No or little 
demonstration of neither 
comprehension nor 
prosody. 

Au
to

m
at

ic
ity

/ 
F l

ue
nc

y The student reads clearly 
without hesitation; completes 
the task within the time limit 
with ease.  

The student reads clearly 
with some hesitation but 
completes the task within 
the time limit. There are 
occasional long pauses 
between words. 

The student reads 
hesitantly. Reading time is 
inconsistent. There are 
some long pauses between 
words. 

The student reads haltingly 
with frequent hesitation and 
can’t complete the task 
within the time limit. Many 
long pauses between 
words. 

Ac
cu

ra
cy

 

Missed no or less than 2 
words. 

Missed no more than 3 
words. Missed 4 or 5 words. Missed 6 or more words. 

Ta
sk

 The homework was 
completed and turned in on 
time. 

The homework was 
completed but was late 
without valid reasons or 
evidence. 

The homework was 
completed even after the 
instructor reminded the 
student. 

The homework was not 
completed even after the 
instructor reminded the 
student. 

 
• Unit Tests/Projects (30%):  These are comprehensive tests/projects at the end of each thematic unit and at the end of the 

course that will test mastery of structures and vocabulary in context.  Tests typically will consist of reading and listening 
passages, and short written items.  Only students with valid documented absences may retake one test during the entire 
semester.  The make-up test has to be taken no later than one week from the student’s resumption of attendance. 
Vacation plans are not accommodated. Students who arrive late are not allowed additional time, nor are listening sections 
repeated. Cell phones and smart devices are to be turned off (not silenced) and placed out of view, along with any notes. 
Students who leave the classroom during exam periods may not return.  
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Projects (Unit projects or final projects) are usually evaluated with the following rubric depending on the mode of 
communication. 
 

Grading Rubric Excellent 
100% /5 Points 

Good 
75% / 3-4 Points 

Fair 
50% or below / 2-3 Points 

1. Task Completion 
Quantity/Quality of 
Information 
'/,�� 
*�10  

Well prepared.  Used a variety of learned 
statements and questions. Complete 
message (Beginning, Middle & End).  
Extensive coverage of the topic. 
Addressed most aspects. 

Prepared, but not thoroughly. Used 
some simple learned statement and 
questions. Good coverage of the 
topic; answered the questions fairly 
completely.  

Not prepared. Used previous 
knowledge than newly learned 
knowledge. Some information on 
the topic. A lot not covered. 

2. Team Work & 
Communication 
Strategies 
+��=�!�" 

I keep the conversation going with few 
pauses. I ask for clarification if needed. 

I keep the conversation going with 
some pauses. I sometimes ask for 
clarification. 

I have some difficulty keeping the 
conversation going. I have 
frequent pauses. 

3. Comprehension 
��$� 

I can understand almost all of what the 
speaker says.  I occasionally need 
repetition. 

I can understand most of what the 
speaker says.  I sometimes need 
repetition. 

I can understand part or little what 
the speaker says. I often need 
repetition or paraphrase. 

4. Comprehensibility 
Grammatical 
Correctness 
8�;&� 
���
�� 

Is easily understood by native speakers, 
even those unaccustomed to interacting 
with language learners. Generally free of 
grammar errors, or minor errors with no 
impact.  

There may be some confusion about 
the message but generally 
understood by those unaccustomed 
to working with language learners. 
Some spelling, grammar errors.   

Generally understood by those 
used to interacting with language 
learners. Spelling and grammar 
errors detract from 
comprehensibility. 

 
5. Text Type 

Use of Connectors 
.��2 

[%9�#�	�] 

��� 

Writes/speaks in paragraphs and 
connected sentences. Wide variety of 
correctly used connectors (e.g. Causation 
& reason, conditional, Comparisons, 
exception, time & sequence, frequency 
modifiers, etc.) 

Writes/speaks in paragraphs 
sometimes, but mostly connected 
sentences. Variety of correctly used 
connectors; little repetition. 

Writes/speaks in strings of 
sentences, some complex 
sentences. Few or no connectors; 
connectors used incorrectly. 

6. Organization 
& Time Frame 
.�<: 
(�-� 

Organizes presentation in a logical 
manner with different perspectives and 
constructs for contrast and emphasis.  
Presents with fluency. Includes 
anecdotes, detailed factual examples 
and/or stats to support opinions. 

Organizes presentation in a logical 
manner with some correct use of 
perspectives and conjugation for the 
time frame.  Pauses a few times, 
disrupting the flow. Includes some 
factual examples and/or stats to 
support opinions. 

Focuses mostly on task 
completion; paying little attention 
to organization and flow of 
presentation. Little variety of 
perspectives or incorrect tenses. 
Lack of detailed factual examples 
and/or stats. 

7. Language Control 
��;&� 

��64 

Consistently and correctly uses an 
extensive variety of topical vocabulary 
without repetition. 

Uses an adequate amount of topical 
vocabulary correctly with some 
variety. 

Uses few or little variety of topical 
vocabulary. Errors in use. 

 
8. Cultural Awareness 

.�7) 

Consistently provides evidence of 
culturally appropriate language, gestures 
and perspectives.   

Provides some evidence of culturally 
appropriate language, gestures and 
perspectives.   
 

Provides little evidence of 
culturally appropriate language, 
gestures and perspectives.   
 

 
• Final Project (20%):  The final project is made up of a written part (10%) and an oral part (10%). The written part may 

include listening comprehension, multiple choices, filling blanks according to the context, reading passages, self 
reflection paper and short written items. The final oral project is conducted in an OPI format of approximately 10-15 
minutes in length and it involves a role play on a topic discussed in this semester. You will be graded on your 
proficiency, as well as pronunciation, correctness and fluency (see the project rubric above).  
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• Exit Program Exam (HSK or OPI Proficiency Test; 10%):  You must take the exit program exam to complete the 
requirement of this course. HSK proficiency test will be administered on April 22nd, 2018 (Sat.). OPI or STAMP 
proficiency exam may be required depending on departmental requirement.  

 
• Honors Augmentation.  This course is well suited for Honors augmentation according the policies established by the 

Honors College.  Students interested in Honors augmentation must meet with the instructor to develop an Honors 
augmentation contract during the first week of class. 

 
Course Grading and Evaluation: 
        % Weight 

Homework      10% 
Vocab Quizzes (12)     10% 
Speaking Performances   (6)    10% 
Unit Tests/Projects (6)     30% 
Final Project             20% 
Exit Program Proficiency Test    10% 
Class Participation     10% 
Total       100% 

 
Extra credit (5%) 
You are encouraged to visit any Chinese instructor’s office hours and stay at least 10 minutes to practice your Chinese. You 
will earn 1% extra credit per office visit, and 3% extra credit per Chinese event added to your final grade in the course.  You 
may earn up to 5% of extra credit. You will NOT earn any extra credit if you only go to the office hours to ask for help on 
assignments. Visits must be validated by instructor’s signature and date, and attendance of events must be supported with a 
note or a short reflection.           
 
The following represents the grade equivalent for accumulated points: 

A = 90-100%   
B = 80-89% 
C = 70-79% 
D = 60-69% 
F = 59% and below 

 
Attendance and Participation Policy: 

• Turn to silent prior to entering the classroom.  We will use them for activities in class, like Kahoot.  If someone touches 
their phone before then, however, then no Kahoot for the class. Absolutely no texting is allowed in class. Chinese culture 
places overwhelming importance on personal relationships and respect.  “Multi-tasking” while conversing with someone 
would be so insulting as to negate any skill you display in the language. 
 

• Participation:  Regular attendance is necessary for your progress and in maintaining a constructive environment for 
learning.  Without documentation, absences are not excused.  These must be both valid and verifiable (i.e.: illness, injury, 
bereavement, and university-related activities.)  Your grade for the class period is based on the time present in class.  We 
do not conduct class in the bathroom or the hallway.  University policy also requires any student will excessive absences to 
be referred to Academic Advising. 
 

• Self-discipline is the most important factor in becoming proficient in Chinese.  Only a student who has genuine interest in 
the language, actively seeks opportunities to use the language, and is willing to make mistakes will gain real proficiency.  
Similarly, in Chinese culture, respect and personal relationships are paramount.  The policies below are all designed to 
maintain the positive, respectful and engaged environment you need to succeed. 

• Laptops will not be used during the assigned class time, except as directed by the instructor. 
 
Student Disability Services:  In compliance with University policy, students with disabilities who require academic and/or auxiliary 
accommodations for this course must contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center located in Downing Student Union, 1074.  
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The phone number is 270.745.5004 [270.745.3030 V/TTY] or email at sarc@wku.edu.  Please do not request accommodations 
directly from the professor or instructor without a faculty notification letter (FNL) from The Student Accessibility Resource Center.  
 
Statement of Diversity:  We believe that diversity issues are of major import to student and school success.  We fundamentally 
believe in and support the value of heterogeneous groups and the richness of benefits when students are involved with diverse 
populations, settings, and opinions.  This course is designed on the basic assumption that learning is something we all actively 
engage in by choice and personal commitment.  The format of this class will be a community of scholars, each with their rights and 
responsibilities of membership.  We will not tolerate immoral, illegal, or unethical behavior or communication from one another, and 
we will respect one another’s rights to differing opinions. 
 
Title IX Sexual Misconduct/Assault Policy:  Western Kentucky University (WKU) is committed to supporting faculty, staff and 
students by upholding WKU’s Title IX Sexual Misconduct/Assault Policy (#0.2070) at  
https://wku.edu/eoo/documents/titleix/wkutitleixpolicyandgrievanceprocedure.pdf and Discrimination and Harassment Policy 
(#0.2040) at https://wku.edu/policies/hr_policies/2040_discrimination_harassment_policy.pdf. 
  
Under these policies, discrimination, harassment and/or sexual misconduct based on sex/gender are prohibited. If you experience 
an incident of sex/gender-based discrimination, harassment and/or sexual misconduct, you are encouraged to report it to the Title IX 
Coordinator, Andrea Anderson, 270-745-5398 or Title IX Investigators, Michael Crowe, 270-745-5429 or Joshua Hayes, 270-745-
5121.  
  
Please note that while you may report an incident of sex/gender based discrimination, harassment and/or sexual misconduct to a 
faculty member, WKU faculty are “Responsible Employees” of the University and MUST report what you share to WKU’s Title IX 
Coordinator or Title IX Investigator. If you would like to speak with someone who may be able to afford you confidentiality, you may 
contact WKU’s Counseling and Testing Center at 270-745-3159.  
 
Plagiarism:  To represent written work taken from another source as one's own is plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious offense.  The 
academic work of a student must be his/her own.  One must give any author credit for source material borrowed from him/her.  To 
lift content directly from a source without giving credit is a flagrant act.  To present a borrowed passage without reference to the 
source after having changed a few words is also plagiarism.  Students who commit plagiarism or any other act of academic 
dishonesty will receive a failing grade for the course and may be subject to dismissal from the program.  Student work may be 
subject to review and checks using plagiarism detection software. 
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ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCE RELATED TO EDUCATION PREPARATION  
(EPSB Program Level Requirements) 

 
Course Required P-12 Classroom Observation or Clinical Experiences: N/A 

 
Course Assignments and Experiences Related to:  
 
• The Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS):  N/A 
• The Kentucky P-12 Curriculum Framework and P-12 Assessment System to Guide Instruction: N/A 
• Candidates Using the KAS Framework in Lesson Planning:  N/A 
• Candidates Using Formative and Summative Assessments Related to Kentucky P-12 Curriculum Framework:  N/A 
 
Course Assignments Serving as an Education Preparation Program “Key Assessment”:  N/A 
 
Course Experiences and Assessments Addressing Learned Society (SPA) Standards:  
 
The table below refers to the ACTFL Program Standards for the Preparation of Foreign Language Teachers. 
2013 ACTFL Program Standards for the Preparation 

of Foreign Language Teachers 
Course Activities/Assignments 

Standard 1: Language proficiency: Interpersonal, Interpretive, 
and Presentational 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 
 

Standard 2: Cultures, Linguistics, Literatures, and 
Concepts from Other Disciplines 

3, 5, 6 

Standard 3: Language Acquisition Theories and 
Knowledge of Students and Their Needs 

 

Standard 4: Integration of Standards in Planning, 
Classroom Practice, and Use of Instructional Resources 

 

Standard 5: Assessment of Languages and Cultures – 
Impact on Student Learning 

 

Standard 6: Professional Development, Advocacy, and 
Ethics 

 

 
1. Speaking performances, unit projects and final oral exam– presentational speaking  
2. Compositions and essays – presentational writing 
3. Pair and small group performance/ role play /discussion – interpersonal speaking 
 4. Proficiency intake, goal setting, and end-of semester proficiency check 
5. Reading and analysis of biographical, historical or cultural texts – interpretive reading 
6. Viewing of videos on historical, social and cultural topics, interviews, news reports, documentaries – interpretive listening 
7. Commitment to connect what is acquired to real-life scenarios and continue to develop independent learning strategies 
 
 
More resources for your information: 
• NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-do Statements: https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-Do_Statements_2015.pdf   
• One-page performance assessment rubrics: 
• Interpretive Performance Rubric: http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-

Learning/documents/InterpetivePerformanceRubrics.pdf  
• Interpersonal Performance Rubric: http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-

Learning/documents/InterpersonalPerformanceRubrics.pdf   
• Presentation Performance Rubric: http://ed.sc.gov/scdoe/assets/file/agency/ccr/Standards-

Learning/documents/PresentationalPerformanceRubrics.pdf  
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CHIN 402: Spring 2018 Schedule 
WKU Chinese Major & Minor Program 

Peng Lasohi | Ke.peng@wku.edu | (270) 745-5694 | MWF 12:40-1:35 | GRH 2008 

 
 
Note: The instructor and the weather reserve the right to make changes to the course, schedule and syllabus.  

�� ��� ��� ��� 

� 01/22-01/26 ���� & 401 Final Exam Q&As � 1�: ����    � 1�: ����    

� 01/29-02/02 � 1�: ����    � 1�: ����    L1 Written Test 

� 02/05-02/09 L1 Oral Presentation � 4������ � 4������ 

� 02/12-02/16 � 4������ � 4������ � 4������ 

� 02/19-02/23 L4 Written Test L4 Oral Presentation � 10����	
 

� 02/26-03/02 � 10����	
 � 10����	
 � 10����	
 

� 03/05-03/09 � 10����	
 L10 Written Test L10 Oral Presentation 


 03/12-03/16 Spring Break��	 Spring Break��	 Spring Break��	 

� 03/19-03/23 � 11������ (HSK Test Signup) � 11������ � 11������ 

 03/26-03/30 � 11������ � 11������ L11: WeChat Group Discussion 

� 04/02-04/06 L11 Written Test L11 Oral Presentation HSK Proficiency Test Preparation 

� 04/09-04/13 HSK Proficiency Test Preparation HSK Proficiency Test Preparation HSK Proficiency Test Preparation 

� 04/16-04/20 HSK Proficiency Test Preparation HSK Proficiency Test Preparation HSK Proficiency Test Preparation 

� 04/23-04/27 April 22nd (Sun.) –HSK Proficiency Test Oral Proficiency Interview Workshop 1 Oral Proficiency Interview Workshop 2 

� 04/30-05/04 Oral Proficiency Interview Workshop 3 Final Oral Project: Group 1 Final Oral Project: Group 2 

� 05/07-05/11 Final Written Project 05/08 Tuesday 1:00 p.m. �3:00 p.m. GRH 2008 


