
Biol 226 Microbial Biology and Diversity  

Spring 2017 Syllabus and Course Information  
 

Instructor: Dr. King 

Office: 331 TCCW 

Telephone: 
745-6910 (Office, please leave message)   

745-4857 (Biology office, please leave message) 

eMail:  rodney.king@wku.edu 

Office 

Hours:  
TR 1:00pm-2:00pm, or by appointment  

Home page http://www.wku.edu/biology/staff/index.php?memberid=766 

Lecture 

Hours:  
Tuesday, Thursday; 11:10am-12:30pm 

Lecture:  Snell Hall 4115 

Corequisite:  BIOL 227 

Required 

Text Book 

Prescott’s Microbiology, Willey 9
th

 Edition. Online e-textbook is paired with WKU 

blackboard. 

 

READ BEFORE PURCHASING TEXTBOOK:  

The Biology Department at WKU has worked to develop a new model for textbook adoption. In 

order to save you some money, maximize your effective use of your textbook, increase learning 

and evaluate the best ways of teaching you difficult topics, we have entered into a partnership 

with McGraw-Hill publishers. By enrolling in this course, you agree to purchase the digital 

materials associated with this course. These materials include 12-month or 24-month (depending 

on the course) access to Connect, LearnSmart or LabSmart where appropriate, a downloadable e-

copy of the textbook which is yours to keep, and the option to print a gray-scale copy of your 

textbook at greatly reduced cost. The cost per text, with all online materials, is $75, about 35% to 

50% the cost of purchasing a new textbook, even before purchasing online materials.  If you 

want a printed copy, that is about $25, but you must order that through the WKU Store during 

the first week of class. In order to make these savings available to you, WKU must 

institutionalize the purchasing process. As a result, about two weeks into the semester, you will 

be billed the cost of the materials for the course. The nice thing about this is that you will have 

access to all the course materials from day one, without doing a thing! If you choose to drop the 

course during the regular add-drop period, you won’t be charged for the book. You should note 

that for this course, you WILL be charged for the digital materials. Do NOT buy a copy of the 

book from online or local vendors. ONLY the digital format will be used in this course. If you 

are enrolling in a two-semester course sequence (Biol 131-231 or Biol 120-122), you have full 

access to the digital materials online for 24 months, plenty of time to take both courses and even 

take a semester off in between without paying twice for the materials. We anticipate that this 



approach to teaching will result in better learning and a more interesting classroom experience 

for you, and less stress on your spine! 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES:  
The purpose of this course is to strengthen your understanding and appreciation of important 

groups of bacteria by studying their morphological, biochemical and growth characteristics.  The 

course will provide a survey of the overall scope of microbiology.  Students who successfully 

complete this course should be able to identify and define relationships between microbiology, 

public health, the environment and society. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  
Success in this course is correlated with punctual and regular attendance. Please turn off all your 

electronic equipment including any type of computers, cell phone (and/or beeper) or set it to 

vibrate during classes. Phone calls, message texting, and any other electronic chatting are not 

allowed during class.  

EMAIL:  
The instructor may need to contact the student or the entire class outside the classroom time, 

such as sending each class lecture slides.  The email address assigned by the university will be 

used for this purpose.  

GRADING:  
Three (3) scheduled examinations will be given throughout the semester. Each exam will cover 

approximately 25% of the total course material.  The fourth exam will be given during finals 

week. It will cover the last 25% of course material AND critical concepts that were covered 

throughout the semester. Exams will contain questions with various formats: short answers, fill 

in the blank, acceptable-unacceptable multiple choices and matching.  Dates for examinations 

are as follows:  Exam I, Feb 16; Exam II, Mar 9; Exam III, April 18; Final Examination, 

Tuesday, May 9
th

, 8:00 a.m.-10:00a.m. SH4115.  

Online-assignments and quizzes will be given each week.  You are expected log in and 

complete the LearnSmart assignments and Chapter Quizzes by the established deadlines. No 

credit will be awarded for work submitted after the deadline. These items are scored 

automatically and totaled into your Blackboard grade book. The LearnSmart assignments and 

Chapter quizzes will constitute 20% of your final grade.  The weighted percentages for all graded 

items are shown below.    

Exam I    15%   

   Exam II   15% 

Exam III   15% 

Final    30% 

Assignments   15% 

LearnSmart&Quizzes  10% 

   



 

GRADING SCALE:  

A:  90-100%,   B:  80-89%,   C:  70-79%,   D:  60-69%,  F:  less than 60%  

MAKE-UP EXAMINATIONS:  
Students should make every effort to attend and complete all examinations.  A student will be 

allowed to complete a make-up examination provided the following criteria are met: 1) the 

student informs the instructor the he/she will be absent from the examination prior to the start 

of the examination  2) the student provides sufficient written proof that their absence from the 

examination was unavoidable and  3) the student completes the make-up examination at a time 

agreeable with the instructor within five (5) regularly scheduled school days for the hourly 

examinations or within 24 hours for the final examination. If any of the above criteria are not 

met the student will receive a zero (0) for the examination.  For any examination given outside 

the normal examination period the instructor reserves the privilege to administer any 

examination of his choosing. This typically means that make-up examinations are "essay" or 

“oral” format.  

NOTE: The best way to contact the instructor is at 745-6910, the voice mail system will 

automatically record the time and date of the telephone call.  

EXAMINATION RESULTS and PREPARATION:  
Examination grades will not be given out over the telephone and emails.  All examination results 

will be available to the student as soon as possible. 

COURSE ANNOUNCEMENTS, SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL AND 

ASSIGNMENTS: Students should check the Blackboard site regularly for announcements, 

supplementary material and assignments pertaining to this course. 

ADD /DROP /WITHDRAWAL  
The instructor will not drop from the class register any student who is included in the official 

class register.  It is the responsibility of the student to take any action regarding course 

enrollment.  Credit for this course will not be changed to Audit after the university designated 

deadline for enrollment changes has passed. In the spring of 2017, the last day to drop class 

without financial penalty is Jan 30, and the last day allowed to drop a class with a 50% refund is 

Feb 5
th

, 2017.  The last day to drop with a “W” is March 10
th

. 

CHEATING/PLAGIARISM  
This course adheres to the University policy on cheating and plagiarism. Cheating on exams, 

homework, online assignments and quizzes and/or providing fabricated information (e.g. forged 

doctor’s excuse), will not be tolerated and could result in your dismissal from the course and/or 

the University.  

 



CIVILITY AND DISABILITY STATEMENTS  

In compliance with University policy, students with disabilities who require academic and/or 

auxiliary accommodations for this course must contact the Student Accessibility Resource 

Center located in Downing Student Union, 1074. The phone number is 270.745.5004 

[270.745.3030 V/TTY] or email at sarc@wku.edu. Please do not request accommodations 

directly from the professor or instructor without a faculty notification letter (FNL) from The 

Student Accessibility Resource Center.  Information on Civility and Student Conduct can be 

accessed at: http://wku.edu/judicialaffairs/?page_id=70 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Biol 226 Microbial Biology and Diversity  

Spring 2017  

Lecture and Examination Schedule  
 

 

Date Topic 

1/24 Ch. 1 The Evolution of Microorganisms and Microbiology 

1/26 Ch. 41, 42, Applied Microbiology 

1/31 Ch. 2 Microscopy 

2/02 Ch. 3 Bacterial Cell Structure, Ch. 6 Viruses 

2/7 Ch. 7 Microbial Growth 

2/9 Ch. 7 and Ch. 8 Control of Microorganisms in the Environment 

2/14 Ch. 8 Control of Microorganisms in the Environment 

2/16 Exam I 

2/21 Ch. 10 Introduction to Metabolism 

2/23 Ch. 10 Introduction to Metabolism 

2/28 Ch. 11 Catabolism: Energy Release and Conservation 

3/02 Ch. 11 Catabolism: Energy Release and Conservation 

3/07 Ch. 12 Anabolism: The Use of Energy in Biosynthesis, Ch. 28 Biogeochemical 

cycling 

3/09 Exam II  

3/21 Ch. 19 Taxonomy and the Evolution of Diversity 

3/23 Ch. 13 Bacterial Genome Replication and Expression 

3/28 Ch. 13 Bacterial Genome Replication and Expression 

3/30 Ch. 14 Regulation of Bacterial Cellular Processes 

4/04 Ch. 16 Mechanisms of Genetic Variation 

4/06 Ch. 17 Recombinant DNA Technology 

4/11 Ch. 17 Recombinant DNA Technology  

4/13 Ch. 18 Microbial Genomics 

4/18 Exam III 

4/20 
Treatment and prevention of disease Ch. 9, Antimicrobial Drugs, Ch. 32 Human 

Host-Microbe Interactions 

4/25 Ch. 33 Basic Immunology 

4/27 Ch. 34 Basic immunology 



5/02 Ch. 39 Human Diseases Caused by Bacteria 

        5/04 Ch. 39 Human Diseases Caused by Bacteria 

5/09 Final Exam (8:00am-10:00am) 

 

 

 

 


