
ART 334 Graphic Design Survey
Fall 2016

Instructor: Dr. Ingrid Cartwright                                                                                                               
Contact: Ingrid.cartwright@wku.edu / 270-745-6101                          
Office: FAC 410 
Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday, 11:30-12:30pm or by appointment

Class Meets: online on via Blackboard
Technical Help: contact the WKU IT Helpdesk
WKU Student Resources & Support: comprehensive list at the Student Resource Portal

About the Course
ART 334 examines the history of graphic design from the invention of the printing press in the 
15th century to the digital age. We will consider graphic design from a variety of perspectives -  
tracing stylistic changes, studying innovations and innovators in graphic design, and examining 
how graphic images reflect critical issues of their day. After completing the course, you should 
be able to: identify key figures in graphic design history and explain the impact of their work; 
assess how technological changes contributed to advances in graphic design and differences in 
style; critically analyze how graphic design reflects historical events and changing cultural 
attitudes. 

Textbook (required)
Stephen J. Eskilson, Graphic Design: A New History  (2nd edition, 2012. ISBN: 0300172605). 
The book is on reserve (library use only) in VPAL, and much of the book is available online via a 
preview on Google Books. You may use the 1st edition [2007] but note there are several small 
variations in text & page numbers vary.
          
Course Requirements (Technical)
You need access to a computer with a high-speed internet connection. The biggest key to 
success with Blackboard is making sure you using a compatible browser. If you would like to 
learn more about using Blackboard, WKU offers an online learning orientation. 

Course Requirements (Academic) 
The course material is divided into 15 weekly assignments, each of which contains a reading in 
the textbook, written commentary by me, web links, some videos, and/or web lectures. At the 
end of each assignment there is quiz over the material. Most are worth 10 points and consist of 
multiple choice & short answer questions. Two of the quizzes are longer and contain a short 
essay. Weekly assignments are due every Monday by the end of the day (11:59pm). 

In addition to weekly assignments, there is a short paper (5-7 pages), a midterm and final 
exam.  Both exams need to be taken at a testing center. You can make arrangements via via 
DELO Testing to take the exams at WKU or another location closer to you, though off-campus 
testing centers may require a fee).  

There will be extra credit opportunities for participating on discussion board. 
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Grades are out of 500 points (A= 450-500; B= 400-449; C= 350-399; D= 300-349; F= below 
300)

• 200 points: Assignment Quizzes
• 100 points: Short Research Paper (5-7 pages) 
• 100 points: Midterm Exam
• 100 points: Final Exam   

Course Policies
1) Due = Due

• It’s important that you keep up with the class schedule and stick to the weekly 
(Monday) deadlines, therefore no late work is accepted without a valid note from a 
third party (doctor, lawyer, etc.) to document truly extenuating circumstances or 
prior arrangements made with me well in advance (i.e., planned athletic travel, 
military absences, etc.). 

2) Cheating or plagiarizing = F (or worse)
• As a student, it’s your job to understand and follow university codes of conduct. The 

WKU Student Handbook lists these academic offenses.  Please read (or re-read) 
the WKU guidelines to be sure you are fully aware of what constitutes cheating 
and/or plagiarism.

• I’m very serious about academic honesty and have no tolerance for those who cheat 
or plagiarize. If you commit either offenses, you will receive a zero for the 
assignment and/or may be dismissed from the course, receive a grade of F and be 
referred to the University Disciplinary Committee. 

• If you have questions about academic hontesty, please contact me. For more 
guidelines on plagiarism, I highly recommend consulting this page from the 
University of Indiana, School of Education and taking this tutorial.  

3) Effort counts
• Obviously, your grade is going to reflect the amount of effort you put into 

assignments. However, effort can play a role as an x-factor in your overall grade in a 
different way. While it’s not factored in as a point value, I do pay attention to your 
overall effort in the class throughout the semester. Effort shows in things like turning 
in polished papers, spell-checking essays, participating in online discussions, and 
even writing polite emails (with full sentences!). These might seem like small things, 
but they show me that you’re invested the class and are interested in doing well, not 
just getting by. That’s something I pay attention to if a final grade is on the 
borderline between an A and B or if a grade is dragged down by a stumble on an 
early assignment (that you worked extra hard to recover from).  Effort is something I 
respect and appreciate. Whether it ends up helping your final grade or not, it’s 
something I remember long after the class is over.  

Student Disability Services In compliance with university policy, students with disabilities who 
require academic and/or auxiliary accommodations for this course must contact the Office of 
Student Disability Services in Downing University Center A-200. The phone number is 
270-745-5004 V/TDD. Please do not request accommodations directly from the professor or 
instructor without a letter of accommodation from Student Disability Services.
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More about...

Quizzes
The weekly quizzes ask you questions about the readings and videos. They consist mostly 
of multiple-choice and fill-in-the blank questions but two quizzes will have short essays. All 
questions are randomly generated, so quizzes will be different for each student. Quizzes are 
timed, so make sure you’ve completed the week’s assignment before you begin. You can 
only take a quiz once. If you have documented technical issues during a quiz, I can reset the 
quiz for you to start over (but unfortunately, quizzes cannot be reset to pick up where you 
left off).  A great way to document technical issues is to take a screen shot. At the end of 
the quiz, you will see only your score. If you’d like to know what questions were correct 
or incorrect, please email me and I’ll let you know. 

Exams
There will be study guides for the midterm and final exam. Both exams need to be taken at 
an approved testing center either at WKU or another location near you. You have a window 
of several days to take each test and you can make an appointment to do so online via 
DELO Testing. If you take the exam on a different campus, there may be a fee. When you 
take the test, be sure to bring your student ID.  If, for some reason, you cannot take an 
exam during the date range provided, please let me know ASAP to make additional 
arrangements. I’d recommend making exam appointments early as spots fill up very 
quickly, especially during finals week. 

Paper
Guidelines for the short (5-7 page; no less than 1100 words) research paper are on 
Blackboard. I’ve included a list of possible topics, though you are welcome to write about 
anything you like under these guidelines provided the paper has a critical focus and is an 
predominantly an analysis, not a report.  If you are considering a topic that’s not listed on 
the sheet, please run it by me first. I’m happy to offer more suggestions!

Discussion Board 
I’ll post general discussion questions and extra-credit opportunities on Discussion Board 
from time-to-time (including challenges and contests!). I encourage you to post questions & 
topics for the class as well. 

Need Help? 
• Please feel free to contact me with any concerns, questions, or ideas related the course!  

You can email me, visit during office hours, or set up an appointment to meet at 
another time or talk on the phone (a good solution if you’re not on campus regularly). 

• For assistance with technical issues, please contact the WKU IT Help Desk, they are 
much better at troubleshooting Blackboard problems than I am! Again, be sure to 
check for browser compatibility as that seems to fix many common issues. 

• For help writing your paper, I recommend consulting the WKU Writing Center, which 
also provides online services. 
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How I Grade 
This is the rubric I use for all written work.  

A (90-100): Makes an eloquent point. Critically analyzes factual information to make a 
thoughtful statement about meaning. Presents a cohesive argument by conveying all 
pertinent supporting information without including superfluous material. Well written. 

B (80-89): Shows a competent grasp of material and concepts. Clearly understands 
and accurately conveys an awareness of the main issues. Does not always fully critically 
assess what is relevant to support an argument, but confidently expresses knowledge of 
the material.

 C (70-79): Has a fair understanding of material, yet does not consistently back up 
statements with appropriate evidence.  Often uses examples or facts to answer 
questions without critically assessing their meaning. Sometimes cannot express key 
concepts. 

D (60-69): Poor understanding of material. Makes many incorrect statements or uses 
vague, overly general responses as a way to avoid expressing concepts. Shows poor 
comprehension of both concepts and facts. 

F (below 60): Professor not happy. Presents incorrect information and little or no 
evidence of effort. Shows no understanding of concepts covered in class or evidence of 
preparation.

ART 334 Syllabus   

4



Course Schedule (Subject to change)
The is the schedule of assignments and required readings (in Eskilson, 2nd edition[2012]). 
Note: each assignment also includes online content (additional readings & videos) not listed here. You 
need to complete the readings in the textbook, online, and watch the videos before taking the quiz.

DUE DATE ASSIGNMENT TOPIC READ COMPLETE

8/22 Welcome! syllabus Course Intro

8/29 The Origins of Graphic Design 14-23 QUIZ 1 

9/5 Graphic Design in the 19th Century: 
Industrialization & Urban Mass Culture

24-53 QUIZ 2

9/12 Art & Crafts Movement; Art Nouveau I 54-80 QUIZ 3

9/19 Art Nouveau II 82-102 QUIZ 4

9/26 Sachplacat, WWI & Dada 106-138 QUIZ 5

10/3 Modern Art & Modernism in Graphic Design 142-173 QUIZ 6

10/10 Design & Revolution 176-209 QUIZ 7

  10/10 - 10/14    Take MIDTERM EXAM at a testing center   10/10 - 10/14    Take MIDTERM EXAM at a testing center   10/10 - 10/14    Take MIDTERM EXAM at a testing center   10/10 - 10/14    Take MIDTERM EXAM at a testing center 

10/17 German Expressionism, Bauhaus & The New Typography 210-239 QUIZ 8

10/24 Between the Wars: Magazines & Modernism in the US 242-265 QUIZ 9 

10/31 The Graphic Design of WWII 265-283 QUIZ 10

11/7 International Style I 286-303  QUIZ 11

11/14 International Style II
Postmodernism I

304-319;
322-334

QUIZ 12

11/21 Postmodernism II 335-369 QUIZ 13

11/28 Contemporary Graphic Design 374-405 QUIZ 14

        11/28             PAPER DUE        11/28             PAPER DUE        11/28             PAPER DUE        11/28             PAPER DUE

12/5 Motion Graphics & Beyond 405-431 QUIZ 15 

   12/5- 12/9       Take FINAL EXAM at a testing center    12/5- 12/9       Take FINAL EXAM at a testing center    12/5- 12/9       Take FINAL EXAM at a testing center    12/5- 12/9       Take FINAL EXAM at a testing center 
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