
Printmaking-‐	  Relief	  (level	  1)	  
ART	  250	  Spring	  2017	  
Tuesday and Thursday 12:45- 3:25 
Assistant Professor: Marilee Salvator 
Contact Information: marilee.salvator@wku.edu 
Phone: 270- 745-5927 (email preferred) 
Office: FAC 440 
Office hours: by appointment 
_______________________________________________________ 
Course Description 
This course introduces the student to printmaking through the relief printmaking process. 
Techniques will include linoleum and wood cut. Emphasis will be placed on idea development. 
 
All assignments will begin with a thematic discussion and a series of demonstrations so the 
student understands the technique. You will have time in class to work on each assignment. Since 
this class is a studio intensive, it is essential that you spend a good deal of time outside of class 
working in the studio.  Each project will end with a critique of the finished works and the 
submission of a portfolio.  
_____________________________________________________________ 
Course Objectives 

ü Demonstrate solid technical skill in all relief processes covered. 
ü Demonstrate strong printing skill through proper editioning. 
ü Demonstrate clear, intended conceptual ideas through visual works of art created. 
ü Implement elements of design to strengthen the overall composition and content in 

creative works.  
ü Understand and research themes in contemporary art. 
ü Demonstrate professional presentation of creative works. 
ü Demonstrate clear artistic growth and understanding through the semester. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Critiques 
At the beginning of the semester, assignments will be thematic. With each theme, we will have a 
pre-critique to discuss possible ideas and their associated sketches. All students are expected to 
participate in this process to help generate ideas and build community.   
 
At the end of each assignment, we will have some form of a critique as well. This could include a 
group critique, written or individual critique. Participation in all critiques is mandatory. 
Missing a critique is like missing an exam; if you miss a critique, do not show your work during a 
critique or do not follow the directions given on a written critique, your grade for the project will 
be lowered one letter grade. If you are more than five minutes late on the day of a critique 
you will not be allowed to participate in the critique and will automatically lose one letter 
grade on the assignment. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Evaluation Procedures 
70% Art work: There will be three portfolios in this class. Each portfolio will include multiple 
parts and will be graded on the overall quality of the work, concept formation, technical 
proficiency, execution, craftsmanship, and presentation. Each of the projects will require a 
considerable amount of studio time both inside and outside of class.  The theme and technical 
requirements for each project will be discussed and demonstrated prior to the assignment. The 
distribution is as follows: 



15% Portfolio#1 Linoleum cut section 
 
25% Portfolio #2 Wood or Linoleum cut/ Multiple Plate Section 
 
30% Portfolio #3 Process Combination/ Other Section 

 
20% Sketchbook/ Research/ Ideation: Sketchbooks will be due during the pre-critique. Each 
submission will include sketches for the assignment and all of the research you did related to the 
project. Directed assignments will go in here as well as self-directed ones. You will have three 
submissions. 
 
10% Weekly Grades/ Class Participation/ Shop Use Students are required to be present and 
productive during classes. This grade includes participating in discussions and all types of 
critiques, taking notes during demonstrations and having a positive attitude. Additionally, using 
the printshop wisely both inside and outside class and staying on top of ones shop job will be 
factored into the grade. 
 
Late Work 
If work is turned in late you will receive a reduction of one letter grade. I will not accept late self-
evaluations. 
 
=100% of your final grade 
 
Attendance Policies:  A routine working schedule is important to a healthy and productive studio 
practice.  Students are expected to be prepared and be alert for the entire class length of the class 
period.   The details of the attendance policy are as follows: 

a. Students are allowed up to 3 absences for the entire semester  
- 4 absences reduce the final grade by 1 letter grade (10%) 
- 5 absences reduce the final grade by 2 letter grades (20%) 
- 6 absences reduce the final grade by 3 letter grades (30%) 
-7 absences reduce the final grade by 4 letter grades (40%) 

b. With the exception of religious holidays and jury duty, there is no distinction 
between excused or unexcused absences.  Students are expected to use their allotted 
three absences for illness and unexpected emergencies, as absences are not forgiven 
and cannot be “made-up.” 

c. Arriving late or leaving early by 5 minutes will be considered a late arrival/early 
departure.  Three late arrivals/early departures equal one absence.  Attendance will be 
taken at the beginning of class. 

d. Working from home or using class time to gather materials is not permitted and is 
counted as an absence.    

e. Demonstrations and lectures are not repeated.  Students are responsible for obtaining 
handouts and information missed due to absence. 

 

If you miss class during final clean up (finals week), your final letter grade will be reduced 
by one grade. 
 
Below is a sample portfolio rubric so you have a clear understanding of how you will be 
graded. 
 
Printmaking: Relief Sample Rubric 



M. Salvator    
 
All areas listed below are factored into the total grade for this 
portfolio. This is one of 3 portfolio grades for this class.   
     
Overall Quality of Work: The work is of high quality and all of 
the elements work, work well together.    
  
0-------1-------2-------3-------4-------5-------6-------7-------8-------
9-------10  
 
Concept Formation: Prints have a clear concept that is 
communicated visually through the work. 
0-------1-------2-------3-------4-------5-------6-------7-------8-------
9-------10  
 
Technical Proficiency: Printed edition does not include variation. 
The printing is of high quality, they are not over or under inked. 
0-------1-------2-------3-------4-------5-------6-------7-------8-------
9-------10 
 
Execution: The work is executed with a high level of skill. Work utilizes elements of design and 
color theory to strengthen the overall composition and content. 
0-------1-------2-------3-------4-------5-------6-------7-------8-------9-------10 
 
Craftsmanship: The work has a high level of craft. 
0-------1-------2-------3-------4-------5-------6-------7-------8-------9-------10 
 
Experimentation: Student uses experimentation to enhance the conceptual idea of the print. 
0-------1-------2-------3-------4-------5-------6-------7-------8-------9-------10 
 
Presentation: Prints are clean and are free of unwanted marks, or ink. They are flattened. 
0-------1-------2-------3-------4-------5-------6-------7-------8-------9-------10 
 
Overall Growth: There is clear growth in this work from the previous assignments. 
0-------1-------2-------3-------4-------5-------6-------7-------8-------9-------10 
   
Printmaking Studio Policies 
WKU's print studio is a positive, creative environment intended to be open and supportive to all 
students regardless of level of experience or expertise. Therefore, there is a no tolerance 
policy regarding any form of negativity or bullying within the print shop. The expectation is that 
all members of this community will treat each other with complete respect. All students are asked 
to be respectful of the shop, it's equipment and inhabitants at all times in order to create and 
maintain a supportive and positive learning environment. One of the beautiful things about 
printmaking is its ability to bring people together, to create a communal creative space. 
  
Printers 
The printers in the print shop are for creating artwork only. They are not for your documents or 
for materials that go in your sketchbook. There are plenty of labs around the campus for such 
printing. DO NOT print any documents from these printers. It wastes ink and can degrade the 
printing quality. 

 Grade breakdown 

A 10  

A- 9 

B+ 8  

B 7 

B- 6 

C+ 5 

C 4 

C- 3 

D+ 2 

D 1 

F 0 



 
Artwork 
 Professor has the right to keep one print from each of your editions if s/he deems it would be a 
good teaching tool in the future. If professor does choose to keep the work, the student may 
include it on his/her CV’s under the heading public collections as Western Kentucky University 
Printmaking Special Collections. 
 
Shop Safety 
There are many chemicals that are used throughout the printmaking studio. Use the chemicals 
responsibility and follow safety procedures demonstrated in the course. 
 
Open Studio Hours 
The printmaking studio is open to all registered printmaking students during open studio hours.  
During the Spring semester there are classes in the studio during the following times: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:35- 12:15, 12:45-3:25 and Fridays 9:10-2:50 
Only students currently enrolled in a printmaking class can use the studio outside of the above 
hours. 
 
Shop Etiquette 
The printmaking studio is a shared facility and community. Maintaining a thriving learning 
environment is imperative. Be aware of yourself and your impact on the facilities and other 
students. Likewise, be aware of others. If you notice another student abusing the facilities, acting 
inappropriately or in a manner that interrupts your learning environment do not hesitate to alert 
the printmaking instructor. 
 
There are no stupid questions. I would much rather answer a question than see the equipment 
damaged or used in an un-safe manner. 
 
Cleanliness 
Maintaining organized and clean facilities is essential to ensure a consistently productive learning 
environment. Every student is required to clean all work surfaces and studio materials after they 
have been used. All students will receive a shop job that they must tend to on a class basis. 
 
Classroom Behavior: 
* Students will behave in a manner that is respectful and courteous to everyone in the classroom, 
including the professor and shop assistants. Insulting, disrespectful, or malicious language or behavior 
will not be tolerated and may result in being asked to leave the classroom. 

 
Children: NO children are allowed in the classroom. This is an issue of safety due to the dangerous tools 
and chemicals utilized in this class. It is also an issue of respect – children may interrupt other
 student’s ability to work and my ability to teach. 

 
Music: There is a shop stereo system the will be kept at a moderate level during the class and studio 
times. The volume should allow for normal conversation to occur. During open studio, students will be 
considerate of other’s musical tastes and allow for rotation of music. Printmaking faculty has final say as 
to what is being played at all times. If people cannot get along, there will be no music played. Personal 
music players are fine, but must be turned off and earphones taken out for demonstrations. Please keep an 
eye on your valuables, we will not be held responsible for lost or stolen items. 

 
Cell phones will be kept on ‘silent’ at all times. There will be no talking on your phone in the classroom. 
Under no circumstances will talking or texting on your phone be permitted during critiques or 



demonstrations! 
 
NOTES 

• As with all courses with an emphasis in critical thinking, this class will introduce 
concepts, ideas and images that may be challenging.  These may include, but are not 
limited to: religious ideas, political viewpoints, social realms and nudity.  

 
• The art department of WKU respects the authorship or original artwork produced in our 

classes, but also reserves the right to reproduce these pieces for departmental promotion, 
instruction or program files.  The college is also not liable for artwork lost from a 
designated pick-up space, hallway display or after specified retrieval time has expired. 
 

• Syllabus is subject to change with notice. 
	  
"In	  compliance	  with	  University	  policy,	  students	  with	  disabilities	  who	  require	  
academic	  and/or	  auxiliary	  accommodations	  for	  this	  course	  must	  contact	  the	  
Student	  Accessibility	  Resource	  Center	  located	  in	  Downing	  Student	  Union,	  1074.	  The	  
phone	  number	  is	  270.745.5004	  [270.745.5121	  V/TDD]	  or	  email	  at	  sarc@wku.edu.	  
Please	  do	  not	  request	  accommodations	  directly	  from	  the	  professor	  or	  instructor	  
without	  a	  letter	  of	  accommodation	  (LOA)	  from	  The	  Student	  Accessibility	  Resource	  
Center."	  
	  

 
Relief Calendar Spring 2017 
 Monday Wednesday 
January 24 Class intro, syllabus, project 

part 1 intro, powerpoint, give out 
small blocks, demo basic carving 

26 assign drawers and lockers, shop jobs, 
demo transferring to lino block, demo 
printing small block, print as a group 

 31 Discuss sketch ideas as a 
group, paper prep, carving 
questions, etc  

Feb 2 Studio day  

Februry 7 Print large block- review 9 Studio Day 
 14 Studio Day 16 Critique Portfolio 1 due, intro 

portfolio 2 
 21  Prof out of town  Work on 

sketchbooks. 
 

23 Discuss Sketches, Sketchbook due. 

 28 Key block and transferring 
blocks demo 

March 2 mixing color ink demo, studio 

March 7 Studio Day 9 Studio 
 14 Spring Break 16 Spring Break  
 21  Studio Day 23  Critique, Portfolio 2 due, Intro 

portfolio 3 

 28 Prof out of town 
 Work on sketches/ sketchbook  

30 Discuss sketch ideas 

April 4 Eunkang Koh Visiting Artist 
  

6 Demo as needed 

 11 13 
 18 20 



 25 27  
May 2 4 Portfolio 3 Due, Critique 
 Finals Week (clean up TBA)  
Other Important Dates/ Events (these are worth extra credit) 
Sarah Smelser Artist talk Thursday March 23rd 6pm room TBA 
Eunkang Koh Reception and Artist Lecture April 3 Time TBA 
  Demonstrations Tuesday April 4th 
 
 
Printmaking: Relief Supply List/ Professor Marilee Salvator 
(Your lab fee goes towards the purchase of paint thinner, vegetable oil, and printing inks) 
This list includes supplies for the whole semester. I will only require you to buy supplies for 
the current project. Make sure you budget your money so you can afford the future 
projects. 
 
******Order these Power grip tools before the semester starts.  If you order on Amazon 
they are only 23.40 and are a Prime purchase. They are probably 45 in the bookstore. 
https://www.amazon.com/Power-Grip-Carving-Tools-
Piece/dp/B001T8IEO6/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1483038986&sr=8-
2&keywords=power+grip+carving+set#Ask 
 
General supplies: 
(You will use these all semester, may 
need to restock) 
Apron, protective clothing, or clothes that 
are not important (they will get ruined)  
Sharpies (felt tip) 
India ink (optional) 
A few old paintbrushes (if you like to do 
brush work) 
Container to keep supplies (cheap- shoe box/ 
tackle box) 
Sturdy portfolio with handles (may be 
handmade) 
Scissors 
Xacto knife and blades  
Utility Knife 
Simple Green (automotive section of a store) 
Isopropyl Alcohol (90%, walmart 
pharmacy) 

Protective gloves Heavy Duty and Light 
*Other supplies will be announced  
Other supplies (bookstore) 
24 x 36 and 18 x24 Battleship Grey 
Unmounted Linoleum (at least) 
2 large pads of newsprint (start with 1) 
Printmaking papers: BFK, Stonehenge, 
Asian Papers (thai kozo) 
Duralar (large sheet) 
Masking Tape 
Tracing paper (optional) 
Sketchbook (8 x10 or larger) 
Power Grip Carving Set or other  
quality carving tools (listed at top) 
Flexicut slipstrop (much cheaper on 
amazon) 
Speedball soft brayer 4 in or larger (metal 
frame, do not buy plastic frame or hard 
brayer) 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Power-Grip-Carving-Tools-Piece/dp/B001T8IEO6/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1483038986&sr=8-2&keywords=power+grip+carving+set#Ask
https://www.amazon.com/Power-Grip-Carving-Tools-Piece/dp/B001T8IEO6/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1483038986&sr=8-2&keywords=power+grip+carving+set#Ask
https://www.amazon.com/Power-Grip-Carving-Tools-Piece/dp/B001T8IEO6/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1483038986&sr=8-2&keywords=power+grip+carving+set#Ask

