
Art 105 – History of Art and Architecture to 1300 – Fall 2014 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00AM to 9:20AM, MMTH 0166 (Auditorium) 
Professor: Guy Jordan, FAC 413, phone: (270) 745-8865, email: guy.jordan@wku.edu 
(note: I check my email much more often than I check my voice mail) 
Office Hours:  Tuesdays 10:30AM-12:30PM, or by appointment. 

 
Summary 
History of Art and Architecture to 1300 fulfills General Education goals by providing students 
with an informed acquaintance of major achievements in the visual arts lodged within a global 
historical framework that gives due consideration to connections between past and present.  
The course will also provide students with an introduction to the basic terminology and 
problems of art history and to methods of analyzing and interpreting individual works of art.  
Students will learn how to think critically about what they see, and will gain new insights into 
art’s central and proactive role in the articulation of culture, and its important function in 
determining—and not merely illustrating—history. 
 
There will be an emphasis in this class on student engagement: 
1.  Students will demonstrate their capacity to apply knowledge and training to address relevant 
concerns in community or society. 
2.  Students will demonstrate respect for diversity of people, ideas, and cultures. 
3.  Students will demonstrate awareness of their opportunities as responsible citizens working 
and living in a global society. 
 
Required Materials 
Essay Selections from The Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History 
See course schedule for titles of required essays.  Titles can be located on the website by using 
the index found here: 
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hi/te_index.asp?i=26 
 
Recommended Materials 
Textbook 
Fred S. Kleiner and Christin J. Mamiya, Gardner’s Art Through the Ages, 13th Edition.  The 
textbook is available at the WKU Campus Bookstore in the Downing University Center.  [Note:  
You may also use the previous (12th) edition of the book if you wish].  This is a good book to 
own, but it is not required for the course. 
 
Grading (all due dates indicated in course schedule) 
Four quizzes – 25% 
Midterm – 25% 
Research Paper – 25% 
Final Exam – 25% 
Attendance and Participation – XX% (See below for details) 
 
Quizzes are short and objective (multiple choice), and test basic factual knowledge of topics covered in 
class or in the readings.  If you miss a quiz, then you are out of luck (grade = zero).  There are no make-
ups.  If you have a legitimate reason for missing a class (there are a few, and I’ll handle them on a case-by-
case basis), you must notify me by email within a reasonable amount of time (either before or within 12 

mailto:guy.jordan@wku.edu
http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hi/te_index.asp?i=26


hours after the missed class).  All excused absences must be accompanied by some form of 
documentation. 
 
The midterm and final exam are comprised of two parts: an identification section and a comparative 
essay.  Identification questions present you with images artworks covered in class and require you to 
provide their names, dates, makers (if known), places of origin, and a short paragraph or list of bullet 
points explaining their historical significance.  The comparative essay will present you with two images at 
once.  After identifying each (name, maker, date), you will be required to write an essay comparing and 
contrasting the two artworks with an attention to their formal characteristics and historical significance.  
The midterm covers material from the first half of the course and the final exam covers material from the 
second half of the course. 
 

The Short Research Paper requires you to write a 750-1000 word analysis of an object of your 
choice made between 1300 and the present day.  After meticulously describing the object, 
discuss the social, political, and/or religious function of the artwork within the culture that 
created it.  Some questions to consider while writing your paper are:  Who made the object?  
Why?  Why does it look the way that it does?  Who were the object’s intended audience(s)?  
What role did the object play in the lives of those who saw and/or used it?  All papers must be 
between 750-1000 words (not including your title page and bibliography), and must cite at least 
three outside sources that are not drawn from your required readings or the optional textbook 
(e.g. you need to find books and articles available at the WKU libraries, or other regional public 
and academic research centers).  Although you may use on-line encyclopedias to help you get 
started, do not use them as sources in your final paper (e.g. no Wikipedia or Britannica Online).  
All citations must follow be in the form of footnotes or endnote.  No parenthetical citations, 
please.  Also, if your object is not available to look at online, please include an illustration (or a 
link to an illustration) of your object so that I know what it looks like.  
 
Note:  I do not accept late papers unless you are befallen by something truly awful. 
 
 
Attendance and Participation affect your grade in a number of ways.  If you do not attend lectures, read 
the assigned texts, and participate in class discussions (they are going to be lots of fun…why would you 
miss them?) you will likely do poorly when that material shows up on quizzes and exams.  Texting, surfing 
the web, reading a newspaper, failing to read the assigned texts, and chatting or giggling with your 
neighbor about something other than the outrageously smart and funny things the professor says will also 
erode your grade.  Sometimes I will take attendance and sometimes I will not.  Because each of you pay 
tuition for the privilege of attending WKU, and your presence in class is not legally mandated or otherwise 
compulsory according to state or local regulations, I don’t have any sort of “formal” attendance policy 
where X number of absences results in a certain number of points deducted from your grade.  My only 
“rule” regarding attendance is that I expect you to be here, and if you miss any classes for which you do 
not provide a valid excuse for your absence, I reserve the right to deduct from your grade as many points 
as I see fit. I might not care if you have only one or two unexcused absences, but then again…do you feel 
lucky?  
 
Sense of Humor 
This is mandatory. 
 
Content Statement 
Most art history courses, including this one, occasionally touch on mature themes and images.  
Please see the professor if you have any concerns. 
 



Students with Disabilities 
In compliance with university policy, students with disabilities who require academic and/or 
auxiliary accommodations for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability Services 
in Downing University Center, room 1074.   The phone number is 270 745 5004.  Please DO NOT 
request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor without a letter of 
accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services. 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating 
If you plagiarize or cheat in this class, you will receive an F for the course, and will be referred to 
the university administration for further disciplinary action.   
 
According to WKU: 
“To represent ideas or interpretations taken from another source as one’s own is plagiarism. 
Plagiarism is a serious offense. The academic work of students must be their own. Students 
must give the author(s) credit for any source material used. To lift content directly from a source 
without giving credit is a flagrant act. To present a borrowed passage after having changed a few 
words, even if the source is cited, is also plagiarism.” “No student shall receive or give assistance 
not authorized by the instructor in taking an examination or in the preparation of an essay, 
laboratory report, problem assignment, or other project that is submitted for purposes of grade 
determination.”   
 
Do not even think about cheating or plagiarizing in this class – I will catch you. 
   
Academic Assistance 
As your professor, I am professionally and personally invested in your growth as a student.  If you 
are having trouble with your writing, study skills, or any of the material covered in the course, 
you are welcome and encouraged to stop by my office (FAC 413) at any time during my office 
hours (Tuesdays, 2PM to 4PM).  If you can’t make it then, please call or email me and I’ll be 
happy to schedule an appointment with you at a different time.  I’m happy to help you with 
whatever you need.   
 
Also, for further academic assistance services, please take advantage of The Learning Center 
(TLC) (located in the Academic Advising and Retention Center, DUC-A330). TLC tutors in most 
major undergraduate subjects and course levels. To make an appointment, or to request a tutor 
for a specific class, call 745-6254 or stop by DUC A330. Log on to TLC’s website at 
www.wku.edu/tlc <http://www.wku.edu/tlc> to find out more. TLC hours: M-Thur. 8am-9pm, 
Fri. 8am-4pm, Sat.-Closed, and Sundays 4pm-9pm. 
 
Class Schedule 
[Full Schedule and Assignments on the Full Syllabus located on the Course Blackboard Site] 
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