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Department Mission: Through coursework, experience abroad, and other cultural encounters, the 

Department of Modern Languages cultivates communicative skills and cultural awareness that prepare 

students at Western Kentucky University to be more knowledgeable and sensitive citizens of the local, 

regional, and global communities. The Department's purpose is to deliver high-quality language instruction 

based on nationally-recognized standards, and to contribute actively to cross-disciplinary international 

initiatives on campus. Our programs are designed to graduate majors and minors whose language skills 

provide them with enhanced opportunities for careers at the regional, national, and international levels 

and/or preparation for advanced study in language, literature, and culture.  

Course Description:   

 A continuation of the study of the basic grammar, syntax and vocabulary of Modern Standard 

Arabic (MSA), concentrating on developing fundamental skills in writing, reading, listening and 

speaking.  The goal of second semester Arabic is to improve proficiency in beginning grammar 

and provide a forum to practice and use what students are learning. 

 

 This course and the selected texts address all five communication modes (interpersonal 

communication, interpretive reading, presentational speaking, interpretive listening and 

presentational writing.)  Studying with the DVDs that are included with your book is a crucial 

part of the course.   

 

Prerequisites:  ARBC 101 or permission of the instructor. 

 

General Education Requirements: 

Students who have taken at least two credits in a single world language in high school may be considered 

to have fulfilled the requirement. This applies to all current students. For more details, a website has been 

developed that includes commonly-asked questions and answers related to this change.  If additional 

questions arise about the provisional change in how students can fulfill the World Language Proficiency 

https://blackboard.wku.edu/
https://www.wku.edu/academicaffairs/language_resolution_implementation.php
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requirement, please contact the Academic Advising & Retention Center 

at academic.advising@wku.edu or by phone at 270-745-5065.   

 

 

 

Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of ARBC102, the student will: 

 

 Be able to read texts on familiar topics and understand the main ideas without using the dictionary 

and have confidence in his/her ability to guess the meaning of new words from context. 

 

 Be able to speak about him/herself and environment, carry out basic transactions related to daily 

life orally and in writing, and initiate and sustain conversations on a number of topics. 

 

 Understand native speakers to a certain extent, if they are communicating in Modern Standard 

Arabic. 

 

 Be able to form and understand most basic sentence structures of Arabic. 

 

 Be familiar with some of the differences between formal and spoken Arabic and have learned some 

aspects of Arab culture. 

Textbooks and Required Materials:  None 

 

 

Major Course Topics: 

 

 Describing My Daily Activities 

 Describing My Hobbies 

 Describing Professions 

 Describing My City 

 Describing My Classroom 

 Shopping for Food and Clothing 

 

Description of Course Assignments: 

 Class Participation: The daily participation grade (0-10 points) is an assessment of the quality of 

student interaction and preparation. To receive full credit, students must arrive on time and speak 

in Arabic. Read the descriptions of the participation grades below to ensure you understand what 

is expected. Points will be deducted for late arrival.  The participation grade descriptions are: 

 

9-10: Exceeds the standard: Helps facilitate classroom activity. Demonstrates engaged, active 

learning throughout the class period. Makes consistently strong contributions to the classroom 

activity. Answers questions, participates in group work.  Speaks up in class. 

 

8: Meets the standard: Participates in a generally constructive way. Demonstrates engaged, 

active learning through part of the class period. Makes strong contributions to the classroom 

activity. Speaks in class and answers questions.  

 

7: Approaches the standard: Has little negative or positive effect on the class and its progress. 

May be grappling with the ideas addressed in class but shows little evidence of learning. 

Prepared, but makes little contribution to the classroom activity. Tries to interact in Arabic, but 

occasionally reverts to English. (Max for late to class). 

mailto:academic.advising@wku.edu
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5-6: Below the standard: Required work or preparation is incomplete. Does not speak or answer 

questions.  

 

1-4: Fails to meet the standard, misses more than half of class, sleeps, refuses to participate, or is 

disruptive. Silent in class. 

 

0:  Cell phone visible or heard during class.  Texting, using phone on lap during class. Cell phone 

seen or heard in any way during class time. 

 

 

 Unit Tests:  These are comprehensive tests at the end of each thematic unit that will test mastery of 

grammar and vocabulary in context.  Tests will consist of a reading and listening passage, written 

vocabulary and grammar questions and short written items.  Early tests will focus on recognizing 

and connecting letters.  Only students with valid documented absences may retake one test during 

the entire semester.  The make-up test has to be taken no later than one week from the 

student’s resumption of attendance. 

 

 In Class Exercises:  These are either speaking on written exercises to test application of the chapter 

material in a practical context.  Typical exercises will include: graded dialogues or conversations, 

short oral presentations, short writing assignments, and reading comprehension passages. 

 

 Homework:  Exercises required for preparation are indicated on the course schedule, and / or the 

instructor will announce at least one class period ahead of time if an exercise is required to be 

submitted in written form at the beginning of the next class.  The typical amount will be about two 

submissions per chapter. 

 

 Proficiency Testing:  WKU has a proficiency-oriented language program.  This means developing 

your ability to perform real-world tasks, not tied to any textbook or curriculum.  Private employers 

and the US Government are interested in proficiency in hiring.  To this end, you will be taking a 

standardized Arabic proficiency test developed by the American Council of the Teaching of 

Foreign Languages (ACTFL).  Think of this as an ACT or SAT for languages – universally 

recognized, universally accepted.  This will count for 10% of your grade, but more importantly, 

will give you a recognized credential you can add to any resume.  Your instructor will be talking 

to you in more detail about proficiency levels and testing during the semester. 

 

 

Course Grading and Evaluation: 
        % Weight 

Unit Tests   (5)     30% 

Vocab Quizzes      20% 

Oral Exam      10% 

Homework      5% 

Attendance / Participation    10% 

Culture Presentations     5% 

Final Examination     20% 

Total       100% 
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The following represents the grade equivalent for accumulated points: 

 

A = (90-100%) 

B = (80-89%) 

C = (70-79%) 

D =  (60-69%) 

F = (<60%) 

 

Attendance and Participation Policy: 

 Attendance.  Attendance is Mandatory for every class.  This policy is for your benefit.  Once you 

start missing classes, it becomes very difficult to catch up.  Experience has shown that nearly all 

students who have struggled in this course in the past have done so because of excessive absences 

and the resulting falling behind.  Only valid, documented excuses are allowed.  This means you 

must have a written excusal from a doctor, coach, university official, etc.  No undocumented 

excuses are allowed, which means you will receive a zero grade for daily 

attendance/participation and not be allowed to make up any missed tests or assignments. Your 

overall course average will also be reduced by 2% at the end of the semester for each unexcused 

absence. Students with excessive absences (excused or unexcused) will be invited to withdraw 

prior to the withdrawal date. Your attendance/participation grade is based on how much of 

the class you are present for.  If you arrive late, leave early, or leave the room for any 

reason, your attendance grade will be reduced. 

 

 Withdrawal Dates: 

 29 Aug 

 05 Sept 

 12 Sept 

 14 Sept 

--Last day to drop without a grade or charge  

--Last day to receive a 50% refund  

--Last day to receive any refund  

--Last day to drop with a “W”  

 

  Attitude is the most important factor in becoming proficient in Arabic.  Only a 

student who has genuine interest in the language, actively seeks opportunities to use the 

language, and is willing to make mistakes will gain real proficiency.  Similarly, in Arab 

culture, respect and personal relationships are paramount.  The policies below are all 

designed to maintain the positive, respectful and engaged environment you need to succeed. 

 

 Laptops will not be used during the assigned class time, except as directed by the 

instructor. 

 

 

 

 

Student Disability Services:  In compliance with University policy, students with disabilities who 

require academic and/or auxiliary accommodations for this course must contact the Student Accessibility 

Resource Center located in Downing Student Union, 1074.  The phone number is 270.745.5004 

[270.745.3030 V/TTY] or email at sarc@wku.edu.  Please do not request accommodations directly from 

the professor or instructor without a faculty notification letter (FNL) from The Student Accessibility 

Resource Center.  

 

Statement of Diversity:  We believe that diversity issues are of major import to student and school 

success.  We fundamentally believe in and support the value of heterogeneous groups and the richness of 

benefits when students are involved with diverse populations, settings, and opinions.  This course is 
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designed on the basic assumption that learning is something we all actively engage in by choice and 

personal commitment.  The format of this class will be a community of scholars, each with their rights 

and responsibilities of membership.  We will not tolerate immoral, illegal, or unethical behavior or 

communication from one another, and we will respect one another’s rights to differing opinions. 

 

Plagiarism:  To represent written work taken from another source as one's own is plagiarism. Plagiarism 

is a serious offense.  The academic work of a student must be his/her own.  One must give any author 

credit for source material borrowed from him/her.  To lift content directly from a source without giving 

credit is a flagrant act.  To present a borrowed passage without reference to the source after having 

changed a few words is also plagiarism.  Students who commit plagiarism or any other act of academic 

dishonesty will receive a failing grade for the course and may be subject to dismissal from the program.  

Student work may be subject to review and checks using plagiarism detection software. 

 

ADDITIONAL COURSE INFORMATION AND EXPERIENCE RELATED TO EDUCATION 

PREPARATION  

(EPSB Program Level Requirements) 

 

Course Required P-12 Classroom Observation or Clinical Experiences: N/A 

 

Course Assignments and Experiences Related to:  

 

 The Kentucky Academic Standards (KAS):  N/A 
 

 

 

 The Kentucky P-12 Curriculum Framework and P-12 Assessment System to Guide Instruction: 

N/A 
 

 

 Candidates Using the KAS Framework in Lesson Planning:  N/A 
 

 Candidates Using Formative and Summative Assessments Related to Kentucky P-12 

Curriculum Framework:  N/A 

 

Course Assignments Serving as an Education Preparation Program “Key Assessment”:  N/A 

Course Experiences and Assessments Addressing Learned Society (SPA) Standards:  

 
The table below refers to the ACTFL Program Standards for the Preparation of Foreign Language Teachers. 

2013 ACTFL Program Standards for the 

Preparation of Foreign Language Teachers 

Course Activities/Assignments 

Standard 1: Language proficiency: Interpersonal, 

Interpretive, and Presentational 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

 
Standard 2: Cultures, Linguistics, Literatures, and 

Concepts from Other Disciplines 
1, 2, 5, 6, 7 

Standard 3: Language Acquisition Theories and 

Knowledge of Students and Their Needs 
 

Standard 4: Integration of Standards in Planning, 

Classroom Practice, and Use of Instructional 

Resources 

 

Standard 5: Assessment of Languages and Cultures 

– 
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Impact on Student Learning 

Standard 6: Professional Development, Advocacy, 

and 

Ethics 

 

 

1. Final Exam – interpretational reading and listening passages; presentational writing sections 
2. Unit Exams – interpretational reading and listening passages; presentational writing sections 
3. Oral Exam – interpersonal speaking 
4. In class oral speaking activities – presentational speaking 
5. Culture Presentation – presentational speaking 
6. Writing Assignments – presentational writing 
7. Cultural videos and readings 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Course Schedule  

 

     

 

  Unit      Graded Events 

 Daily Activities    Vocab Quizes & Homework   

 Daily Activities     

 Hobbies     Unit Test, Vocab Quizes & Homework    

 Hobbies      

 Professions     Unit Test,  

 Professions      

 City      Unit Test, Vocab Quizes & Homework    

 City       

 Classroom        Unit Test, Vocab Quizes & Homework    

 Classroom        

 Suq       

 Suq      Oral Exam  

 Proficiency Testing    Unit Test, & STAMP Proficiency Test 

 Food      Vocab Quizes & Homework   

 

 Final Exam -    Final Exam: Final week 

 

Note: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the course, schedule and syllabus. 


