
ENGLISH 410(G): Composition Theory and the Practice of Writing  (3 credit hours) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Instructor:  Dr. Peggy D. Otto   Term: Fall 2016 
Office:  CH 109F    Class Meeting Time: MW 4:00-5:20 
Office Phone:  745-5710   Class Location: CH 102  
Office Hours:  M 12:30-1:30     E-mail: peggy.otto@wku.edu 
            W   3:00-4:00 
             
 
“Trust the process. If the process is sound, the product improves.” --William Zinsser 
 
 
Course Prerequisite:  Eng. 300 and either Eng. 302 or Eng. 304 
 
Catalog Description:  A study of contemporary theories of composition with an emphasis on 
their application to the teaching of writing. 
 
Note:  Among a variety of contemporary approaches, this course attempts to reflect the thinking  
behind and implications of KY Senate Bill 1 and the Common Core Standards for writing  
instruction. If you are interested in classical theories, please consider English 412: Theory and  
Practice of Rhetoric.  
 
English 410 is designed for students in teacher education programs or students interested in 
learning how to teach writing.  If you are not interested in teaching, this course will not be a 
good fit for you. 
 
Required Texts: 
Gallagher, Chris, and Amy Lee.  Teaching Writing That Matters:  Tools and Projects That 
Motivate Adolescent Writers.  New York:  Scholastic, 2008.  ISBN 978-0545054058 

Romano, Tom.  Fearless Writing:  Multigenre to Motivate and Inspire.  Portsmouth [NH]:  
Heinemann, 2013.  ISBN 978-0325048062 

Weaver, Constance.  Grammar to Enrich and Enhance Writing.  Portsmouth [NH]:  Heinemann, 
2008.  ISBN 978-0325007588  

The Common Core Standards (online http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english- 
language-arts-standards) 
 
Graduate Students:  
For graduate credit, you will identify a problem, issue, or controversy in the teaching of writing 
that is of genuine interest to you; you will write a proposal for a researched paper on your topic, 
construct a reading list, and write an 8- to 10-page documented essay that addresses the problem, 
issue, or controversy that you have identified. Your proposal will be due at midterm, and the final 
paper will be due on May 5. In addition, on May 5, you will make a 20-minute presentation to the 
class on your topic.  The paper and presentation will take the place of the lesson set assignment 
and will count 200 pts. or 20% of your final course grade. 
 
 



Course Overview: 
Welcome to English 410(G): Composition Theory and the Practice of Writing. In this course we 
will consider three areas of expertise for the writing teacher: teacher as writer, teacher as 
knowledgeable professional, and teacher as practitioner. The best way to understand the process 
of writing is to experience it yourself. In 410, you will create a portfolio of writing that 
includes no fewer than five genres responding to a single topic and considering the topic from 
several vantage points. The pieces of the multi-genre project must all be related to a common 
theme or topic. You will share drafts of the individual pieces in small groups.  
 
A second way of understanding writing instruction is to read current academic commentary 
focused on the subject. The required texts are all highly regarded in composition studies. By 
reading, annotating, and discussing them, you will be familiarizing yourself with current 
academic conversations around the teaching of writing. Furthermore, as a group project, you will 
research a current literacy issue in teaching writing to middle or high school students. After 
selecting and reading articles on the topic and discussing them in your group, you will create an 
annotated bibliography and a media presentation for the class on the issue.  
 
A third way of understanding a subject is to teach it. You will prepare a rationale and a set of 
lessons that combines print text, media, and a writing assignment to demonstrate how you would 
integrate reading and writing to address the Common Core Standards for English/ Language Arts 
at the middle- or high-school level. You will share drafts of your rationale and lesson set in small 
groups and post the finished project on Blackboard.  Note:  Graduate students will have an 
extended research project that replaces the lesson set. 
 
Important Dates: 
Drop/Add Deadline: Aug. 29 
Labor Day:  Sept. 5 – No classes 
Fall Break:  Oct. 6-7 
Thanksgiving Holiday:  Nov. 23-25  
Last day to drop with a W:  Oct. 12  
FN Date (60% point in the semester):  Oct. 23  
Final Exams:  Dec. 5-9  
 
Learning Objectives: 
Students who succeed in this course will have learned how to do the following: 
      Reading: 

• Read and analyze academic texts from a variety of professional journals in the teaching 
 of writing. 

• Comment critically and professionally on arguments presented in academic journal 
articles, orally and in writing. 

       Composing: 

• Produce texts that use narrative, explanatory, and argument strategies in creative ways to 
illuminate a topic.  

• Make choices of voice, tone, structure and usage based on an analysis of audience and 
rhetorical situation. 

• Use the conventions of edited standard English correctly, or make intentional and 
rhetorically appropriate adjustments for specific effects. 

• Create a properly formatted annotated bibliography. 



• Use MLA or APA documentation style correctly. 

Collaboration: 

• Work in a collaborative setting to locate, analyze, and synthesize information on a 
research topic. 

• Use multi-media presentation tools to present research findings to peers.  

Teaching: 

• Design writing lessons based on the Common Core Standards for ELA and Literacy, 
using best practice teaching strategies. 

• Provide substantive, sensitive, and productive feedback to writers during the drafting 
phase of composing. 

• Explain and apply the principles of English grammar for the improvement of style, voice, 
and tone in written texts.    

Course Grades: 
Multigenre Essay  200 pts. 
Did-you-read-it Quizzes  150 pts. 
Group Project   200 pts. 
*Standards-based Lesson Set 150 pts. 
Midterm   150 pts. 
Final     150 pts. 
*For graduate students, the research project and presentation will take the place of the standards-
based lesson set. 
 . 
Informational Grade:  I will post your grades on Blackboard within a reasonable time after the 
work is turned in.  At any point in the semester, you may request a report of your progress in the 
course by visiting me during my office hours.  I will not provide grade reports via e-mail. 
 
Final Grading Scale: 
1000-900 A 
899-800 B 
799-700 C 
699-600 D 
Below 600 F 
 
Major assignments 
Multigenre Essay:  Your multigenre essay will include at least five different genres plus visual 
and transitional elements. Although each piece will be complete in itself, following the style and 
conventions of the genre it represents, all the pieces together will develop a single topic, theme, 
or narrative. Each piece will add something new to a reader’s understanding of the main idea of 
the project, but they will all be connected. Your essay should be at least eight pages long plus a 
bibliography, a one- to two-page reflection, and end-notes. Throughout the semester, you will 
bring drafts of the pieces to writing workshop for peer feedback. A draft of your essay will be due 
on Oct. 19.  The final project will be due on Nov. 2 and will count 200 pts. or 20% of your final 
course grade.  
 
Did-You-Read-It Quizzes: I will give unannounced quizzes on some of your reading assignments.  
The quizzes will be open-note, meaning that you may consult any notes that you have recorded in  



your class notebook.  Each quiz will be graded on a 100-pt. scale: A=90-100; B=80-89;  
C=70-79. A score of 60-69 equals a marginal pass. The average of your did-you-read-it quiz 
grades will count 150 points or 15% of your course grade. 
 
Group Project:  Since effective teachers of writing keep current in their knowledge of 
contemporary issues in the field, you will locate and share with classmates some current research 
on writing pedagogy.  You will be part of a study group that focuses on one issue in the field.  
Each member of the group will select at least one article to contribute to the group’s research. 
Group members will collaborate to create a presentation that synthesizes your findings for the rest 
of the class.  Your articles must be selected from major professional journals in the field of 
middle or secondary English OR writing pedagogy at the post-secondary level. The articles that 
you choose must be substantive, more than a superficial description of a single teaching strategy, 
and must be intended for an audience of writing teachers.   On the day of your presentation, your 
group will turn in a correctly formatted annotated bibliography along with a 1- to 2-page 
summary of the research.  Your group project will count as 200 pts. or 20% of the final course 
grade. 
 
Presentation: As you discuss your articles, your group will work together to plan a 30-minute  
presentation for the whole class on your topic. Your presentation should begin with an  
essential question/problem/issue about the teaching of writing. You should explain major points 
of agreement and disagreement among the authors you read. After viewing your presentation, the  
class should be able to respond to the question “What is the current thinking in the field of 
composition pedagogy about [issue or topic]?”   
  
Lesson Set & Rationale: You will prepare a rationale and a set of lessons that combines print text, 
visual text, media, and a writing assignment to demonstrate how you would integrate reading and 
writing to address the Common Core Standards for English/ Language Arts at the middle- or 
high-school level. You will share drafts of your rationale and lesson set in small groups and post 
the finished project on Blackboard.  To guide your lesson development, we will consider the 
planning materials and appendices that accompany the Common Core Standards documents.  
 
The lesson set’s value is the way it integrates writing with content, including the close reading of 
several texts related to a common theme or topic. Your set of lessons should be based on an 
essential question and should integrate analysis of the texts with writing and critical thinking 
activities. We will begin discussion of the lesson set in March and by early April you should 
know your focus and be underway. A draft of the lessons will be due on Nov. 15.  By Nov. 30, 
students will upload their lesson sets to Blackboard for grading.  
 
For this assignment, the rationale for your lesson set is just as important as the lessons 
themselves. Your rationale should explain (1) which Common Core Standards the lessons 
address, (2) why the texts, essential question, and writing assignments are appropriate for your 
students’ age and ability levels, (3) how the activities and assignments support the students in 
developing skills needed for successful completion of the writing piece, (4) how you will assess 
the writing, including a copy of the rubric you will use, (5) how you would address those who 
learn at a significantly slower or faster pace than the rest of the class, and (6) how you would 
address variations in students’ language skills, cultural backgrounds, gender, and interests.   
Cite appropriate sources from your reading within the body of the rationale to document the 
validity of your claims.  Also provide a bibliography of sources cited and an appendix that 
includes all handouts, exams, rubrics, or other materials to be used in teaching the lesson set. 
 



The Lesson Set & Rationale project will be due on Nov. 30.  It will count 150 pts. or 15% of the 
course grade  
 
Midterm & Final Exams:  The midterm exam will be given on Oct. 5.  It will consist of objective, 
short response (two sentences or less) and short essay (one or two paragraphs) questions.  The 
final will be a take-home essay test and will be due on Monday, Dec. 5, according to the WKU 
final exam schedule.  Each exam will count 150 pts. or 15% of the course grade.  The total for 
both exams will count as 30% of your final course grade.  Exams may not be made up.    
 
Course Policies 
  
Attendance: This is a discussion-based and collaborative course, and your attendance is 
essential. Each absence after the second will reduce your final grade (1000 point scale) by 50 
points.  For example, if your grade is 850/1000 and you have missed four class meetings, your 
grade will be reduced 50 points each for the third and fourth absences, totaling 100 points 
reduction and bringing your 850/1000 B down to a 750/1000 C.  I do not differentiate between 
excused and unexcused absences; if you are not in class, it counts as an absence.  You should be 
careful to save your two non-penalty absences for unexpected events such as family emergencies, 
illness, accidents, and doctor appointments, all of which will count as absences.   
 
Exceptions will be made for athletes and those who participate in university (or school-related, if 
you are employed as a teacher) events for which your attendance is required on a date that this 
class meets.  For those events, official university excuse forms or official confirmation of school 
events must be submitted.  I must be notified in advance of absences required for university 
or school-sponsored events.  Any work due during those missed classes must be submitted 
prior to the missed class unless we reach some other agreement in advance. 
 
As a courtesy, you should see me or e-mail me if you have a need to be absent; however, this will 
not allow for a late assignment to be marked “on time” or for attendance and participation points 
to be retained if you go beyond the two-absence limit.  You should obtain the e-mail address of at 
least one other person in the class so that you can get information about work missed during an 
absence or for clarification of an assignment.  If you have missed a class, be sure to contact 
someone in the class to see what assignments might have been given.  I will not respond to e-
mail requests about what you missed in class.  You may, however, make an appointment for 
an office visit if you need clarification on any aspect of the class work at any time.  
 
Promptness: You are strongly advised to arrive in class a few minutes early so that you will be 
ready to begin work as soon as class starts. You are expected to remain in class for the entire 
scheduled class time.  
 
Participation: Participation in class discussions/activities/workshops not only is essential to your 
learning but also demonstrates an attitude of respect and personal responsibility.  Moreover, by 
participating in class discussions and activities, you will develop the communication skills that 
are important for success in your professional career.  Participation means attending each class 
fully—arriving on time, staying until class is over, and coming to classes and conferences fully 
prepared; it means completing class activities and interacting with others in class in a meaningful, 
productive, and respectful way.  Participation means giving your full attention to your instructor, 
your peers, and the learning activities taking place.  In-class quizzes and in-class activities for 
which grades are assigned cannot be made up.  
 
 



From the Student Handbook:  “Registration in a course obligates the student to be regular and 
punctual in class attendance.  Students who, without previous arrangement with the instructor or 
department, fail to attend the first two class meetings of a course meeting multiple times per week 
or the first meeting of a class that meets one time per week MAY be dropped from the course . . . 
.   Nonattendance does not release students from the responsibility to officially drop any course 
for which they have enrolled and choose not to complete. . . .   Students who cease attending class 
are expected to properly withdraw from the course.” 
 
Incompletes:  An incomplete grade may be given only when you fail to complete course 
requirements due to documented extenuating circumstances beyond your control.  If you have a 
personal or medical crisis that comes up near the end of the semester, you should discuss your 
situation with me, and I will make a decision about giving you an incomplete. I will consider an 
incomplete only if you are in good standing in the course at the time of your request.  
 
Late work: Assignments must be submitted in hard copy in person at the beginning of the class 
period on the due date.  Late work will generally not be accepted.  However, if you anticipate not 
being able to turn in an assignment on time, you may request a one-time extension on an 
assignment by contacting me before the due date. 
 
Expect to have problems with computers and printers.  Plan ahead.  
   
Requirements for written assignments and submissions: 
All writing assignments (except one-pagers, which are single-spaced) are expected to be typed, 
double-spaced, 12-pt. font and 1-inch margins.  All papers must include your name and the date 
submitted on the top two lines.  
 
If you turn in a paper that is shorter than the assigned length for any assignment, you will receive 
a reduction in the grade for that assignment.  This deduction will be in addition to any other 
deductions for content or style. 
 
You should proofread all final drafts for capitalization, punctuation, spelling, usage, and 
sentence structure before submitting.  Points will be deducted from final draft grades for errors 
in using the conventions of EAE (Edited American English) unless those deviations are 
intentional to the purpose of the essay.  Refer to any of the widely available online and print 
writing handbooks for proofreading guidelines. 
 
Communication:  You are expected to check Blackboard and your WKU email daily as those are 
the means I will use to communicate with you.  I will respond to e-mails during the day on 
weekdays, as I am available. I will usually respond to emails M-F within 24 hours or, if received 
after 5:00 p.m. on Friday, I will respond on Sunday evening.  Be sure to share contact information 
with one or two other members of the class who might also be able to answer questions about the 
work when I am unavailable. 
 
I strongly encourage you to see me during my office hours if you are having any problems with 
the course.  If you want to make an appointment, email me and we will set up a time for a 
conference.  I can give simple responses to brief questions via e-mail, but more detailed responses 
are best done through a face-to-face conference; therefore, I may reply to an e-mail question by 
requesting that you come in for a conference. 
 
Professional Email Etiquette:  When you email me, I expect you to use appropriate etiquette for 
professional emails.  I may respond to a poorly or inappropriately written email by requiring you 



to revise and re-send it.  The Purdue OWL (Online Writing Lab) provides guidelines for 
composing professional emails at  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/636/01/. 
 
Academic Integrity and Plagiarism Policies 
 
Academic Integrity:  Plagiarism/Academic Fraud occurs when a student knowingly or 
unintentionally submits another person’s published or unpublished (print or web) writing as 
his/her own, has another person dictate what should be written, or has another person write an 
assignment and submits that work as his/her own.  Students who violate this policy should 
understand that they are making a decision that may result in failure of this course.  On the other 
hand, students who adhere to this policy make the decision to challenge themselves intellectually; 
these students decide to abide by ethical principles that illustrate they value the educational 
opportunities presented to them and that they believe the quality of their contributions should be 
given a fair assessment compared to that of their peers. 
 
In this course, we trust each other to adhere to the principles of academic integrity discussed in 
this section of the course syllabus.  My assumption is that you will submit work that is your own, 
that you wish to be evaluated on the quality of your own work rather than someone else’s.  
However, if I begin to question the originality of your assignments, I will ask you in for a 
conference, during which I will discuss the questionable assignments and will decide whether to 
submit your work for an originality check through online resources. 
 
Plagiarism or academic dishonesty on any single assignment, including short papers, reflective 
assignments, and drafts, will result in a course penalty up to course failure.  Length or nature of 
the assignment will not be factors affecting the course penalty.  In other words, plagiarism in a 
one-page paper might result in course failure just as plagiarism in a six-page paper might. 
 
Recycled Writing:  All writing submitted for English 410 must be produced this semester in 
order to meet the requirements for this course.   
 
Other Policies 
 
ADA Statement:  Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic and/or 
auxiliary aids or services) for this course must contact the Office for Student Disability Services, 
Room A200, Downing University Center.  The OFSDS telephone number is (270) 745-5004 
V/TDD.  Please do not request accommodations directly from the instructor without a letter of 
accommodation from the Office for Student Disability Services.  
 
Changes to the syllabus:  I reserve the right to make changes to this syllabus and course 
schedule as the needs of the class dictate in order to reach the course goals.  I will announce any 
such changes and post them to the Blackboard course page. 
 
Resolving Complaints about Grades:  The first step in resolving a complaint about grades is for 
the student to attempt to resolve the problem directly with the course instructor. See the Student 
Handbook, available at http://www.wku.edu/handbook/   for additional guidance.    

Academic Assistance 

 Student academic computing labs are located in the library, TCCW, Grise Hall, DUC, MMTH, 
and CH 127. 



The Student Study and Activity Room, CH 124, is available to any student taking an English 
class. 

Writing Center Assistance 

The Writing Center is located in Cherry Hall 123 on the Bowling Green campus and also offers 
online consultations for students who live at a distance or who cannot visit during our operating 
hours. Our writing tutors have been trained to provide helpful feedback to students at all phases 
of a writing project: they can help you brainstorm ideas, structure your essay, clarify your 
purpose, strengthen your support, and edit for clarity and correctness. But they will not revise or 
edit the paper for you. See instructions of the website www.wku.edu/writingcenter for making 
online or face-to-face appointments. Or call (270) 745-5719 during our operating hours (also 
listed on our website) for help scheduling an appointment. Bring your writing assignment, 
flashdrive, and any other materials with you. 

The Learning Center 

Should you require academic assistance with your WKU courses, The Learning Center (located in 
the Downing University Center, A330) provides free supplemental education programs for all 
currently enrolled WKU students. TLC @ DUC offers certified, one-on-one tutoring in over 200 
subjects by appointment or walk in. Online tutoring is offered to distance learners. TLC is also a 
quiet study area, with side rooms designated for peer-to-peer tutoring, and offers a computer lab 
to complete academic coursework. Additionally, TLC has three satellite locations. Each satellite 
is a quiet study center and is equipped with a small computer lab. These satellites are located in 
Douglas Keen Hall, McCormack Hall, and Pearce Ford Tower. For more information, or to 
schedule a tutoring appointment, please call TLC at (270) 745-6254. www.wku.edu/tlc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


