
Instructor: Dr. Marie Guthrie
Office: CH 7A
Email: marie.guthrie@wku.edu
Office Phone: 745-2040 (avoid the phone, please use email)

Masterpieces of American Literature (3 credit hours)
ENG 390 Sections 1, 610, 620, 630

Spring 2015

Office Hours: TR, 11:00 am--12:30 pm, before and after class, and by appointment

Class Location: Section 001: CH 103 TR 12:35—2:05  
Section 611: Owensboro 204 TR 12:35—2:05
Section 621: E-town CRPEC TR 1:35—2:05 ET
Section 630: Glasgow 162A  TR 12:35—2:05

Prerequisites: ENG 200. Pre/Corequisite: ENG 300.

Warning: This is a reading and writing intensive class. Be prepared to work. We will be 
reading the equivalent of a short novel each week. 

Welcome

Welcome to English 390. My hope is that you will find the course academically 
challenging, intellectually interesting, and personally satisfying.  Moreover, I hope that 
you will establish some good friendships in this class as you share ideas, work with each 
other in groups, and come to value American literature. You will learn how to understand 
and (perhaps) even enjoy research and writing about American literature. You will 
discover how to critically evaluate literature and academic writing, a process that can help 
you enjoy both sorts of texts more fully. The key to success is participation. Shape the 
class to suit your needs by contributing something of yourself each day. You are welcome 
to suggest topics and materials for assignments and discussions.

Catalog Description: Provides for familiarity with the better-known works of leading 
American writers. May be counted toward minor in Writing but not toward English major or 
minor. 

Required Texts: 

Used or online is fine, any edition. I strongly advise hard copies, so that you can 
annotate and take notes more easily. Most of these are now public domain. 

Emerson, Ralph Waldo. “Nature,” “The American Scholar,” “Self-Reliance.”
Thoreau, Henry David. Walden, “Civil Disobedience, (Resistance to Civil Government),”

“Life Without Principle.”
Hawthorne, Nathaniel. “Young Goodman Brown,” “Rappaccini’s Daughter.”



Poe, Edgar Allen. “The Purloined Letter,” “The Philosophy of Composition”
Dickinson, Emily. Selected Poems, TBA.
Whitman, Walt. “Song of Myself.” http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174745
Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
Chopin, Kate. The Awakening. Dover Thrift edition. ISBN-10: 0486277860 ISBN-13: 978-

0486277868
DuBois, W.E.B. The Souls of Black Folk.
Hurston, Zora Neale.Their Eyes Were Watching God. PB/Kindle. ISBN-10: 0061120065 

ISBN-13: 978-0061120060.
Crane, Stephen.The Open Boat and Other Stories. Dover Thrift edtion. PB and Kindle. 

ISBN-10: 0486275477. ISBN-13: 978-0486275475 $1
London, Jack. “To Build a Fire.” 
Sinclair, Upton. The Jungle. Dover Thrift. PB: $2.61. ISBN-10: 0486419231

ISBN-13: 978-0486419237
James, Henry. Portrait of a Lady. Dover Thrift, 2007. ISBN-10: 0486452417 ISBN-13: 978-

0486452418
Wharton, Edith. The Age of Innocence. Dover Thrift, 1997. ISBN-10: 0486298035. ISBN-

13: 978-0486298030
Eliot, T. S.  “Journey of the Magi,” http://allpoetry.com/The-Journey-Of-The-Magi

“The Love Song of J Alfred Prufrock” http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/love-
song-j-alfred-prufrock

Hughes, Langston. "Dream Boogie," http://allpoetry.com/Dream-Boogie
“Harlem Sweeties,” http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/177389  
"The Weary Blues" http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/176785

Stevens, Wallace. “Anecdote of the Jar,” 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poem/3778
“Disillusionment of Ten O’Clock,” 
http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/disillusionment-ten-oclock
“The Emperor of Ice Cream” http://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/emperor-ice-
cream

Baldwin, James. TBA. 
Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man. 
Ginsberg, Allen. “Howl.” City Lights Publishers, 2001. ISBN-10: 0872860175. ISBN-13:

978-0872860179
Heinlein, Robert A. Stranger in a Strange Land. NY: Berkley, 1973. ISBN: 0450016900. 

Note: There are two different versions of Stranger, the first edition and the 
“Original UNCUT edition. Try NOT to get the “Original Uncut” edition. We want an 
edition available before 1987 if at all possible.

More information will be available in class. Don’t panic, but we will actually be reading 
real books this semester.

Course Goals

1. To understand American literary masterpieces.
2. To understand how major American authors answer the question “What does it mean 



to be an American?”
3. To understand the major authors, issues, and stylistic features in American literature.
4. To explain these ideas in oral presentations and written academic papers.
5. To develop students' ability to paraphrase, quote, and cite sources according to 
conventional MLA form, and to integrate source materials smoothly into their own words 
in order to add support and emphasis to their own writing.
6. To take responsibility for producing writing that has been revised, edited, and 
proofread and to submit the work on time.
7. To generate PowerPoints, Tegrity reports, papers, exams, and other course materials 
appropriate for teaching American masterpieces.

Important Dates

*F/N date is the 60% point in the semester. Students who stop attending class before this 
date, or in online classes, students who stop participating before this date, are assigned a 
final grade of FN, not F. The grade of FN, according to the undergraduate catalog, 
indicates “Failure due to non-attendance (no semester hours earned and no quality 
points).” This grade could have implications for financial assistance.

Classes Begin: Jan. 26
Last day to add a class or drop a class without a grade: Feb. 2
Spring Break: March 9—13 
Last day to withdraw from a class: March 20
FN date (60% point of the semester): April 6
Final Exams: May 11—15

Academic Assistance
HELP! If you are having trouble in class, or if you just want to do better, the first step is to 
meet with me! I can meet you before or after class or during my office hours. For this IVS 
class, we can arrange a phone consult or an online consult as well. Anything you tell me 
will remain confidential. Each campus should have help available in a library or writing 
center. You can also get help from these places, in BG, too.

Student academic computing labs are located in the library, TCCW, Grise Hall, DUC, 
MMTH, and CH 127.

The Student Study and Activity Room, CH 124, is available to any student taking an 
English class. You can hang out in a room with real tables and chairs!

The Writing Center
www.wku.edu/writingcenter
(270) 745-5719

The Writing Center is for all students who want to get better grades! The Writing Center 
is located in Cherry Hall 123 on the Bowling Green campus and also offers online 
consultations for students who live at a distance or who cannot visit during our 



operating hours. Our writing tutors have been trained to provide helpful feedback to students at all 
phases of a writing project: they can help you brainstorm ideas, structure your essay, clarify 
your purpose, strengthen your support, and edit for clarity and correctness. But they will 
not revise or edit any paper for you. See instructions on the website
www.wku.edu/writingcenter for making online or face-to-face appointments. Or call (270) 
745-5719 during our operating hours (also listed on our website) for help scheduling an 
appointment. Bring your writing assignment, flashdrive, and any other materials with you.
The Glasgow Writing Center is located in room 231 on the Glasgow campus.
The Learning Center

www.wku.edu/tlc
(270) 745-6254

Should you require academic assistance with your WKU courses, The Learning Center 
(located in the Downing Student Union, A330) provides free supplemental education 
programs for all currently enrolled WKU students. TLC @ Downing Student Union and 
TLC @ FAC offer certified, one-on-one tutoring in over 200 subjects and eight academic 
skill areas by appointment or walk in. Online tutoring is offered to distance learners. TLC 
is also a quiet study area (with side rooms designated for peer-to-peer tutoring) and 
offers a computer lab to complete academic coursework. Additionally, TLC has four 
satellite locations. Each satellite location is a quiet study center and is equipped with a 
small computer lab. These satellite locations are located in FAC, Douglas Keen Hall, 
McCormack Hall, and Pearce Ford Tower. Please contact TLC @ Downing Student Union 
for more information or to schedule a tutoring appointment.

ADA Notice

Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic and/or auxiliary aids or 
services) for this course must first contact the Student Accessibility Resource Center, 
Room 1074, Downing Student Union. The SARC telephone number is (270) 745-5004 
(TDD: 270-745-3030). Please do not request accommodations directly from the instructor 
without a letter of accommodation from the Student Accessibility Resource Center.

If you need course adaptations or accommodation in the classroom because of a 
disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with your instructor, or if 
you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please inform 
your instructor as soon as possible. All information will remain confidential. Students with 
special needs are responsible for contacting the instructor as soon as possible. 

Course Policies 

Attendance: Because good academic progress grows out of sustained exchange of 
ideas, regular class attendance is required. Students are thus expected to attend each 
class on time. You are allowed 3 absences in a MWF class, or 2 in a TR class for 
sickness or personal cause—no questions asked. Additional absences will only be 
granted for serious medical issues and special circumstances as per discussion with me. 



A list of WKU sports-related absences must be submitted to the instructor in writing 
during the first week of class. Students may be reported to the registrar/financial aid for 
more than five unexcused absences. Please keep me informed early. If you know that you 
will be absent in advance, arrangements must be made with me; if you must be absent 
on a regular basis, I will help you to transfer to another, more appropriate class. In 
the event of special circumstances, special consideration will of course be given. In every 
case, students are responsible for all material discussed in class, and for any 
assignments made or due that day. If you miss a class, you are responsible for finding 
out from a classmate what occurred and for making your own photocopies of handouts. 
Due to the workshop nature of the class, it is usually impossible to make-up missed class 
activities. Repeated tardiness will count as absences. Each absence after the third will 
also reduce your final grade by a letter grade (100 points on a 1000 point scale). I do not 
want excuses; if you must miss a class, you must develop a plan to make up the work.

Participation: Participation from everyone is paramount to successful discussion and to 
the classroom environment in general. Avenues for participation include completing class 
reading and writing assignments, participating in classroom dialogue (whether via 
discussion or peer editing), and communicating with the instructor (office hours or 
before/after class). You will also be required to contribute to the class Discussion Board 
for each prompt. Think of yourself as belonging to a book club (that has a mandatory 
attendance policy). Remember that when we discuss possible interpretations to a text, it 
is NOT the law or the final say on a book. Reasonable people can disagree passionately 
on literature, but all opinions should be supported by textual evidence and historical facts. 
The only way we can improve the dialogue is for everyone to participate. Please feel 
encouraged to join in. Students should also understand that writing for a discussion board 
is not the same as writing in a diary. Journal writing should allow for free expression; 
however, making serious threats or writing about actual felonious activity may require 
action on the part of the teacher. 
Late Assignments and Makeup: There will be no make-ups for work that comes in late 
unless you have a cast iron excuse. Makeup exams will not be given except under only 
the most extenuating circumstances, and then only at the discretion of the instructor. If 
you know you will be absent on test day, you should plan to take the exam early! If 
you will be absent on the day that an assignment is due and you wish to avoid this 
penalty, then you should turn in the assignment before the due date (if you know you are 
going to be absent) or have it delivered by someone you trust on the due date. Emailed 
assignments—if they’re supposed to be submitted via SafeAssign—will not be accepted.
Any assignment that is submitted electronically must be formatted to the current 
version of Microsoft Word. If I cannot open the file, it is considered late. All work needs 
to be present in class with you at the beginning of class and ready to submit. All papers 
are due on the assigned day. Failure to submit a paper results in a 0 for the assignment. 
All work must be submitted in order to pass the class. Writing assignments will be 
lowered one letter grade for each day they are past due.

Incompletes: No incompletes will be assigned for this course without the approval of the 
Director of Composition or Department Chair. When extenuating circumstances arise—for 



example, if a student in the military and is deployed, or if a student has a personal or 
medical crisis that comes up toward the end of the semester—the student must discuss 
the situation with the instructor if possible and the instructor will consider an incomplete. 
The instructor can only consider an incomplete for students who are in good standing (C 
or higher) in the course.
Electronics: You may bring a laptop or pad to class to take discussion notes, but you 
may not check email, FaceBook, Angry Birds, etc. E-readers must comply with these 
same restrictions. Do not try to read texts or write papers on cell phones. You cannot 
annotate a cell phone. Cell phones and other gadgets must be silent, concealed, and 
otherwise absent from the main senses during class. Violation of this policy will result in 
the loss of electronic privileges. No texting, etc. during class. In order to protect the 
privacy of all students, and to foster a space where all opinions are respected, 
classroom activities may not be electronically recorded without advance 
permission from the instructor. 

Food and Drink: Food and Drink are distracting for those students (and teachers) who 
are not eating (especially if chocolate is involved)! To help keep classrooms clean, no 
food is allowed in the classroom. Bottled water only is permitted.

Research: Scholarly sources are the standard. No other sort of research will be accepted 
in assignments and essays. Because this is an English class, you will be expected to use 
standard MLA documentation for all written work. Any information you use from another 
source must be fully documented.

Recycled Writing: All writing submitted for English 390 must be produced this semester 
in order to meet the requirements for this course. Students who insist on recycling writing 
submitted during previous attempts at English 390 or for other courses may receive an F 
in the course. Such work will also earn a 0.

Issues of Cultural Diversity, Ethics, and Social Justice 

Your university education should prepare you to live in a diverse, multicultural society, to 
think deeply about ethical questions, and to strive for a more just world. To this end, many 
courses, where appropriate, devote time and attention to these concerns. In this course, 
deep issues of cultural diversity, ethics, and social justice will be explored. Some 
literature can be controversial or upsetting because of descriptions of violence, 
sexuality, politics, religion, or offensive language. If you feel uncomfortable, you are 
welcome to discuss your concerns with the instructor in complete privacy before or after 
class, and other texts may be substituted with the instructor’s advance consent. Students 
are encouraged to take firm stands, and a diversity of opinion is respected. 

Assignments and Grading

In order to facilitate good writing, students may submit drafts of major assignments to me 
no later than one week in advance of the due date. I will provide oral or written feedback 
to help you revise your work for a better grade. I will not correct every spelling, grammar, 



or punctuation error (which you should not have in your papers by this time), but I will 
advise you on thesis, content, and organization. But once a grade is posted on 
Blackboard, additional revisions will not be accepted. All grades will be posted on 
Blackboard; if your grade has not been posted, I have not yet finished assessing your 
paper. Please be patient. I usually teach over 75 students per semester, and many 
assignments are often due in the same week. I will have all work graded in time to help 
you with the next assignment.

Students can expect to write at least 6000 (about 20 pages) words of revised and 
finished prose. Grades will be determined by the following tasks:

* 2 papers (7 pages) (15% each, 30% total)
* 2 take-home exams: the midterm and the final (20% each, 40% total); 
* 2 oral presentations (these will be Tegrity presentations posted on Bb (10% for the first; 
10% for the second; 20% total).
*  Several daily reading quizzes totaling 10% of the final grade. 

Keep electronic and hard copies of all your work until the end of the semester! All 
electronic submissions must be formatted to the latest version of Microsoft Word, 
Powerpoint, or Tegrity. If I cannot open a file, I cannot grade it, and it will be considered 
(and graded as) late. A tutorial for Tegrity is available on BlackBoard, and students are 
encouraged to take the tutorial ASAP. 

Electronic files should be named in this way: 

Student last name, course, assignment.docx.

Thus your file might be named Smith390Paper1.docx or Jones390Exam1.ppt. All essays 
will be submitted via Blackboard. 

All assignments listed are due when indicated and should be completed before coming to 
class. College students are responsible for contacting an instructor if they do not 
understand assignments or course expectations. Always bring your texts to class. 
Reading assignments must be completed on time so that students can engage 
constructively in class discussion. Students must complete all assignments in the 
course to receive a passing grade. You cannot pass the course if you fail to turn in 
any one assignment.

All formal written essays and exams will receive grades and comments from the teacher. I 
do not generally make extensive comments on the final, but I will if you wish. Final 
grades are non-negotiable and are based strictly on the student’s earned points.  
Standard university grade scales will be used, ie, 90%--100%, 900-1000 points=A; 80%--
89%, 800-899 points=B; etc. Extra Credit will not be awarded in this class.

The best way to improve your grade is to proofread carefully. Pay special attention to 
spelling, grammar, punctuation, and citation issues. Review the characteristics for an A 



paper (B, C, etc) in the syllabus. Most students in this class are planning to become 
teachers. All work should thus meet professional standards.

Paper #1—(7 pages, 15%) Students will choose one writer’s masterpiece (from before 
1860) from our syllabus. Students should read the period introductions (The Age of 
Exploration and Discovery, Colonial America, American Romanticism and 
Transcendentalism (American Renaissance)) and all of the author’s work in our syllabus. 
Students should develop an argumentative thesis, ie: What does it mean to be an 
American in the eyes of the author? Explain how the author treats at least one of our 
major themes (nature, intelligence, religion, and revolution). Support your claims with 
quotes and specific details from the work. You may compare the author to other authors 
on our syllabus. Use the author's biography only as it addresses your thesis. The 
author's works will be your primary source, but you may use scholarly articles if you 
wish. Review grading guidelines in the syllabus.

Oral Report #1—(10%) Students will present 2-3 chapters from Huck Finn following the 
guidelines used for Paper 1 in a Tegrity presentation. Those chapters will be assigned by 
the instructor. Connect Twain to earlier authors where possible, and analyze how he 
treats nature, intelligence, religion, and revolution. Each student will prepare a 
PowerPoint or other visual aid to use in the Tegrity video and lead the class in a brief
review of those chapters and themes. Use quotations and specific details from the 
author’s work to support your claims. Do NOT simply read a PowerPoint aloud to the 
class. Do NOT simply summarize the chapters; analyze and interpret them for us. Do 
NOT just read an essay aloud. 

Paper #2—(7 pages, 15%) Students will choose one writer’s masterpiece (from after 
1865) from our syllabus. Students should read period introductions and all of the author’s 
works in our syllabus. Compare that figure to another author from our syllabus. Students 
should develop an argumentative thesis and explain how the author treats our major 
themes (nature, intelligence, religion, and revolution). This author may be the same as
the author you used in Oral Report #2. You may NOT write about Frost’s “The Road Not 
Taken,” or “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening.”

Oral Report #2—(10%) Students will choose one writer from our syllabus from a post-
Civil War period. Again, follow above guidelines. Students should read these period 
introductions and all of the author’s work in our syllabus. Connect author to other authors
on our sylabus where possible, and show how the author treats our major themes of 
nature, intelligence, religion, and revolution. Each student will prepare a Tegrity
presentation and lead the class in a review of that author’s dates, relevant biography, 
major work and themes. Use quotations and specific details from a specific work to 
support your claims. Do NOT simply read aloud to the class. Because some students 
want to discuss children’s writers or minor works, get your author approved by the 
instructor before beginning this assignment.

Resolving Complaints about Grades



Any student who takes issue with a grade or another aspect of a course should first speak 
with the instructor. If the student and instructor cannot resolve the issue, the student may 
refer the matter to the Director of Composition, who will assist the instructor and student 
in reaching a resolution. If either party is dissatisfied with the outcome at that level, the 
matter may be appealed to the Department Head. The Student Handbook outlines 
procedures for appeals beyond that level.

Plagiarism

Intentional plagiarism results in failure for the course.

Keep in mind that even accidental plagiarism is a problem, so if you are unsure about 
the conventions of quoting (we will discuss them in class), be sure to consult a handbook 
(the MLA Handbook is ideal), consult the appropriate BB file, and/or ask me; I’ll be glad to 
help. If you consult the Internet or any other source and use any ideas and/or 
information contained therein, you must credit the source appropriately, even if not 
quoting directly. Most students do not resort to academic dishonesty, but it is only fair 
that you know the consequences of cheating: it will result in a zero for the assignment 
and, if extensive, failure of the course. RESIST TEMPTATION! COME TALK WITH ME 
INSTEAD! Student work will be checked using anti-plagiarism software.

Department of English Policy and
Frequently Asked Questions on Plagiarism

(Student Handout)

What does it meant to plagiarize?

According to Webster’s International Dictionary, the definition of plagiarism is “to steal or 
purloin and pass off as one’s own the ideas, words, or artistic production of another; to 
use without credit the ideas, expressions, or productions of another.”

Basically, plagiarism comes in three forms: “fraud,” “patchwriting,” and “insufficient or 
undocumented paraphrasing.”  In brief, each paper that you turn in and every sentence in 
it must be written completely by you, or you must give proper credit to the other writers for 
their ideas and words.  In addition, most teachers consider handing in papers that were 
written for other classes to be a form of plagiarism.  New papers should be written for 
each assignment unless your teacher indicates otherwise.  Remember that writing 
teachers are experienced at picking out papers that contain plagiarism.  Do not be 
tempted to download papers from the web or to "recycle” papers from other students.

Why shouldn’t I plagiarize?

Most people consider plagiarism to be ethically and morally equivalent to lying, cheating, 
and stealing.  When you plagiarize, you have stolen another’s work.  Further, you 
shortchange your own education and compromise your ethics.  Additionally, you risk 
damaging your grade for the assignment or the course, and you risk damaging your GPA 



and your academic or professional career.

Plagiarism is a very serious academic offense.  In a way, the very foundation of the 
American educational system rests on the issue of trust, and this trust depends on an 
honest exchange between students and their teachers.  Just as students need to trust 
that teachers are honest about grading, teaching, and advising, teachers need to trust 
that students will be honest when taking tests and writing papers.  Plagiarism, or any type 
of cheating, seriously undermines this foundation.  This sort of dishonesty indicates that 
there may be serious questions about the offending student's ethics, and the stigma of 
this unethical behavior may follow the student for years—decreasing the student's 
chances of success in academic and professional work.

What can happen to me if I plagiarize?

Students who commit any act of academic dishonesty may receive from the instructor a 
failing grade in that portion of the course work in which the act is detected or a failing 
grade in the course without possibility of withdrawal.  The faculty member may also 
present the case to the Office of the Dean for disciplinary sanctions.  A student who 
believes a faculty member has dealt unfairly with him/her in a course involving academic 
dishonesty may seek relief through the Student Complaint Procedure.  Your teacher may 
be understanding and tolerant of “accidental” plagiarism; however, you should check with 
your teacher if you have any doubts about whether you are committing plagiarism in a 
paper.  

What is “fraud”?  

Turning in a paper that was written or partially written by anyone else is “fraud.”  In this 
case, “anyone else” includes everyone but you.  You may not turn in a paper that was 
written or partially written by your parent, your boyfriend or girlfriend, your spouse, your 
sibling, a friend, a stranger, another student, a professional or amateur author, or anyone 
else. 

What is “patchwriting”?

“Patchwriting” is taking several other texts that were written by others, piecing together 
these ideas or words into a single paper, and turning in that paper as your own work.

What is “insufficient or undocumented paraphrasing”?

“Insufficient paraphrasing” occurs when not enough of the original language and 
sentence structure of the source is changed for a paraphrase.  To paraphrase correctly, 
major words and basic sentence structure should be changed from the original.  
“Undocumented paraphrasing” is taking sections of another’s words or ideas and 
changing them into your own words without giving the writer proper credit.  A paper 
should not be made up of a series of paraphrases.  Use paraphrasing to support your 
own ideas and not to construct your paper.      



Does this mean that I can’t get help writing my papers?

Not at all. All successful writers rely on other readers to help make their writing better.  In 
fact, going to the Writing Center or having another student or friend read your papers 
before submission is generally a good idea.  Often, classes will have peer review 
sessions that allow other students to read and comment on your papers.  However, you 
should never let anyone else sit at the computer and type in words or hold the pen and 
write in words.  Ask readers to limit their responses to letting you know where you might 
make changes (for example, word choice, spelling, confusing sentences, awkward 
structures, organization, etc.)  Even if you decide to take a reader’s advice, you should 
not let them make substantial changes to your work.

Does that mean that I can’t look at what other people have written to get ideas for 
my own paper?

You can still consult what others have written.  However, if you write about what these 
other people have written on the subject, or if you quote them, use their original ideas or 
language, or paraphrase, then you must give them credit in your paper.  All sources, no 
matter how briefly used, must be cited.

How do I do that?

Part of the instruction in your writing classes is designed to teach you how to properly 
give credit to these other writers.  If you plan to look at what other writers have said about 
a topic you have been assigned, you should check with your teacher to establish whether 
or not this is permitted for this assignment and ask to receive instruction in how to give 
proper credit in your paper.

Can I plagiarize by accident?

Yes.  Occasionally, students do get confused about plagiarism.  If you are unsure about 
whether you have plagiarized, you should talk to your teacher before you hand in your 
paper.  If you are having trouble writing your paper, do not be tempted to plagiarize; 
instead, ask me for additional help with the assignment.

Evaluation Guidelines (Rubric) for English Papers

A paper that receives an A responds to the assigned topic with clear and perceptive 
generalizations that are supported by concrete, relevant details and examples.  The A 
paper has a lucid, significant controlling idea or thesis, which is fully developed.  The A 
paper generally exhibits noticeable originality or unusual insight. The structure, supports, 
voice, and tone demonstrate an appropriate consideration of audience and purpose.  The 
paragraphs are well organized to support the controlling idea, and they progress through 
necessary, evident stages that reveal an awareness of the conventions of structure, 
including the use of appropriate transitions. Paragraphs are internally cohesive, and their 
controlling ideas are clearly discernible or easily recovered from the specifics of the 



paragraph.  Sentences are varied in structure, and word choice is precise, fresh, and 
economical.  Grammar errors are absent or are so limited as not to disrupt the essay’s 
readability in any way. Citations are clear and correct. 

A paper that receives a B responds to the assigned topic through clear and sufficient 
generalizations that are supported by concrete, relevant details and examples. The B 
paper has a lucid, significant, controlling idea or thesis.  The essay demonstrates an 
awareness of audience and purpose evidenced mainly in an appropriate use of structure 
and support or of tone.  Generally, the essay’s paragraphs are organized to support the 
controlling idea, although the structure of the B paper may be slightly unwieldy and the 
use of transitions may be basic and predictable.  Paragraphs are internally cohesive, and 
their controlling ideas are discernible or recoverable from the specifics of the paragraph.  
Sentences are clear, but may demonstrate only a basic understanding of stylistic 
variation; word choice is precise, if not always economical and fresh.  Grammar errors are 
minimal or so limited as not to disrupt the essay’s readability in any major way. Citations 
are correct. 

A paper that receives a C responds sufficiently to the assigned topic, but that response 
may be generally unclear and ineffective and may be developed through superficial or 
trite generalizations. The C paper has a discernible controlling idea or thesis although the 
organization is often loose or repetitive.  The essay demonstrates some awareness of 
audience and purpose as evidenced in its structure and support or its tone.  Paragraphs 
are generally internally cohesive, and there is an attempt to structure them in order to 
support the thesis, but the support is generally literal or factual with little explanation or 
comment; use of transitions is limited and predictable. Sentence structures are either 
loose and sprawling or basic and monotonous, but their meanings are generally clear; 
word choice is occasionally imprecise and basic.  Grammar errors occasionally disrupt 
the essay’s readability. Citations are generally clear and correct. 

A paper that receives a D responds to the assigned topic, but usually in a way that is 
incomplete and insufficient.  There may be a discernible thesis, but that thesis is 
generally under-developed and trite and the organization is illogical or confused.  
Paragraphs demonstrate a general attempt at cohesiveness, but generalizations are not 
supported by evidence, or that evidence is sketchy or irrelevant.  There is little or no use 
of transition devices.  There is little sense of audience and purpose, and that awareness 
is only minimally evident in the writer’s choice of tone, structure, and supports.  Sentence 
structures show little attention to detail, and evidence only a casual attempt at revision.  
Vocabulary is inadequate, and word choice is considerably flawed.  Grammar errors are 
so pervasive as to disrupt consistently the essay’s readability. Citations are confusing or 
incorrect. 

A paper that receives an F does not respond to the assigned topic or does not succeed in 
communicating its ideas to the reader.  While there may be a discernible controlling idea, 
that thesis is generally underdeveloped or not developed at all.  The writing seems to 
exist for the writer only.  Sentence structure is basic and choppy or rambling and 
incoherent, and there is little or no evidence of revision.  Grammar errors are so 



pervasive as to disrupt seriously the essay’s readability.  An F will also be assigned in 
cases of plagiarism, recycled writing, and other serious academic faults. Citations are 
missing, unclear, or incorrect. 

This same information is reproduced in the chart on the next page. 



A  Paper B  Paper C  Paper D  Paper F  Paper

Thesis and 
Development

Has a lucid, 
significant, 
perceptive 
response to the 
topic, which is 
fully developed.

Has a lucid, 
significant, 
response to the 
topic, which is 
fully developed.

Has a discernible 
controlling idea or 
thesis, which 
responds to the 
topic; generally 
developed.

Has a discernible 
controlling idea or 
thesis, which 
responds, but is 
underdeveloped 
or trite.

No responsive 
thesis, or 
response is not 
developed at all.
Also in cases of 
plagiarism or 
recycled papers. 

Support Concrete, relevant 
details and 
examples.
Citations are clear 
and correct. 

Concrete, relevant 
details and 
examples.

Some superficial 
or trite 
generalizations, or 
facts with little 
comment.

Under-developed 
and trite 
generalizations; 
sketchy or 
irrelevant facts.

Little or no 
support for 
generalizations or 
merely lists of 
examples.
Citations are 
missing, unclear 
or incorrect.

Audience 
Awareness

Structure, 
supports, and 
tone demonstrate 
consideration of 
audience and 
purpose.

Awareness 
evidenced mainly 
in either structure 
and supports or 
tone.

Awareness 
evidenced only 
marginally in 
appropriate use of 
structure and 
support or tone.

Awareness 
slightly evident in 
appropriate use of 
structure and 
support or tone.

Seems to exist for 
the writer only.

Paragraphing and 
Logical 
Progression

Coherent 
paragraphs 
progress through 
necessary, 
evident stages; 
includes 
transitions.

Generally 
coherent 
paragraphs 
progress through 
necessary stages; 
includes 
transitions.

Generally 
coherent 
paragraphs that 
may be unwieldy 
or confusing; 
limited or 
predictable 
transitions.

Little or no 
attempt at 
cohesion; 
progression is 
confused or 
haphazard; little or 
no use of 
transitions.

Little or no 
cohesion; 
confused and 
haphazard 
progression; little 
or no use of 
transitions.

Sentence 
Structures and 
Word Choice

Varied sentence 
structure; word 
choice is precise, 
fresh, and 
economical.

Clear sentences; 
some stylistic 
variation; word 
choice is precise, 
if not economical 
or fresh.

Clear but 
sometimes loose 
or basic 
sentences; word 
choice is 
occasionally 
imprecise and 
flawed.

Little attention to 
sentence 
structure or 
revision; word 
choice is often 
flawed or 
inadequate.

Basic/choppy or 
rambling/in-
coherent 
sentences; little or 
no evidence of 
revision; 
inadequate word 
choice.

Grammar Errors Absent or so 
limited as not to 
disrupt the 
essay’s readability 
in any way.

Minimal or so 
limited as not to 
disrupt the 
essay’s readability 
in any major way.

Occasionally 
disrupt the 
essay’s 
readability.

So pervasive as to 
disrupt 
consistently the 
essay’s 
readability.

So pervasive as to 
disrupt seriously 
and consistently 
the essay’s 
readability.



Calendar of Assignments

(Subject to change based on class needs. Don’t panic, but remember the Pirate’s Code: 
those who fall behind, stay behind. Plan and read ahead.)

This semester, we will be reading and writing American Masterpieces and scholarly texts. 
You are expected to come to class having read and, in some cases, reread the texts, 
and prepared to contribute to whole class discussions about the works we are reading. 
Schedule a minimum of 2-3 hours preparation time for each hour of class time; 
that’s at least 10 hours per week. If you are not reading, you should be writing. My 
office hours are listed above, and I welcome your visits and questions. All assignments 
listed are due on the day indicated and should be completed before coming to class. 
College students are responsible for contacting an instructor if they do not 
understand assignments or course expectations. Always bring your texts, your flash 
drive, and your writing to class. Be prepared to ask questions, share ideas, and take 
notes. Even though one student may be leading the discussion, all students must 
read all assignments!

Week One: Introduction, Syllabus, Texts, Intro and orientation to IVS; Bugs, Brains, 
Bibles, Bullets. Exploration and Discovery; Colonials. Read the period introductions. 
Take the Blackboard Student Online Training and Tegrity training now. 

Week Two: American Renaissance--Transcendentalism and American 
Gothic—Read the period introductions. Emerson “Nature,” “American Scholar”, “Self-
Reliance.”

Week Three: Thoreau “Resistance to Civil Government, “Life Without Principle,”

Week Four: Walden.

Week Five: Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown,” “Rappacicni’s Daughter.” Poe
“Purloined Letter,” “The Philosophy of Composition.”

Week Six: Whitman, “Song of Myself.” Dickinson. Essay 1 due.

Week Seven: Twain

Week Eight: Midterm Exam. Realism and Naturalism. Read the period introductions. 
Crane, London, James

Week Nine: Realism and Naturalism. Chopin

Week Ten: Sinclair

Week Eleven: DuBois

Week Twelve: Hurston, Elliot, Stevens, Frost, Hughes.



Week Thirteen: Paper 2 due. Ellison

Week Fourteen: Heinlein

Week Fifteen: Ginsberg

Week: Sixteen: Final Exam Week. Our final is scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, from 
10:30—12:30 pm. Our final will be a take-home exam due before 5:00 pm on 
Tuesday. 


